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Mandelson facing censure from 
official watchdog over ‘sleaze’ 




THE CRISIS engulfing Peter 
Mandelson, the Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry, 
over his £373,000 persona] loan 
. from Geoffrey Robinson deep- 
* ened last night as he faced 
new allegations that he had bro- 
ken the rules governing the 
conduct of ministers and MPs. 

Mr Mandelsoo is facing cen- 
sure from Parliament's anti- 
sleaze regulator for not 
disclosing the loan, which 
helped him buy a £475,000 house 
in Notting Hill, west London, in 
the MPs' register of interests. 

Meanwhile, the Tories 
claimed that Mr Mandelson had 
breached the code of conduct for 
ministers by not consulting civil 
servants and the Prime Minis- 
ter over the financial aid. 

Ina bid to pre-empt censure, 
Mr Mandelson yesterday wrote 
_to Elizabeth Pitkin, the new Rar- 
^liamentary Commissioner for 
Standards, setting out the details 
of his agreement with Mr Robin- 
son, the Paymaster-General 
Last night. Labour MPs and 
ministers were dismayed by the 
affair Many fear that it wfil tar- 
nish Tbny Blair's image because 
Mr Mandelson is one of his clos- 
est allies, and they are furious 
the Prime Minister was not told 
about the 1996 loan until last 
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week, when Mr Mandelson be- 
came aware that the circum- 
stances of his house purchase 
were about to be made public. 

As well as provoking allega- 
tions of “sleaze” and “cronyism" 
at the heart of the Govern- 
ment, the crisis also threatens 
to reopen the tong-running feud 
between Mr Mandelson and 
Gordon Brown, the Chancellor. 
Yesterday, their two camps an- 
grily accused each other of 
l eaking details of the loan. 
■^Despite Tory demands for 
^Mandelson to be sacked, the 
Prime Minister is standing by 
him. The controversy also makes 
it less titely that Itfr Robinson will 
resign as Paymaster- General 
over the Christmas period. His 
resignation had been widely ex- 
pected after a string of revela- 
tions about his business 
activities. Mr Robinson has as- 
sured Downing Street he does 
not have any other loan arrange- 
ments with Labour MPS. 

Although Mr Mandelson in- 


By Fran Abrams 

and Andrew Grice 

sis ted he had done nothing 
wrong, senior Commons 
sources told The Independent 
that a low-interest loan could 
certainly be regarded as a fi- 
nancial interest which should be 
declared in the MPs' register 

MsFUton will investigate the 
Mandelson case when she suc- 
ceeds Sir Gordon Downey in 
February. Two years ago. Sir 
Gordon upheld a similar com- 
plaint a gains t a Conservative 
MR Roy Thomason, whose 
creditors were urged not to 
call in his loans when he was in 
financial trouble. 

Sir Gordon ruled that Mr 
Thomason should have regis- 
tered the preferential treat- 
ment he received and said 
guidance to MPs should be al- 
tered to reflect his finding. It has 
been estimated that the cheap 
loan given to Mr Mandelson by 
Mr Robinson has saved him 
about £10,000 over two years. 

In a letter to Mr Blair last 
night, the Tbry leader, William 
Hague, said the loan also rep- 
resented a dear breach of the 
ministerial code of conduct, 
which says no minister should 
accept a gift or service that 
might appear to place him under 
an obligation. The code says any 
minister in doubt should consult 
the Prime Minister, but in the 
first instance he should talk to 
his permanent secretary. 

Mr Mandelson did not in- 
form either his most senior of- 
ficial or the Prime Minister of 
the loan until last week. 

Mr Hague urged Mr Blair to 
act, to show that the code was 
“worth the paper it is written 
oif. “Are you prepared to take 
the tough action needed to re- 
store public confidence in the 
way your government conducts 
itself?" he asked 

In bis letter to Ms Ftikin last 
night, Mr Mandelson said the 
loan did not have to be regis- 
tered “as it was not a gift or 
gained through my being an 
MP”. However, he asked her to 
rule on whether he should have 
disclosed it, “given the sub- 
stantial media interest". 

His alBes insisted that he had 
not broken the ministerial rules, 
saying he did not need to con- 
sult officials or the Prime Min- 
ister because be was sure there 
was no conflict of interest 

Rhodri Morgan, chairman of 
the Commons Public Adminis- 
tration Select Committee, said 
that while “technically” there 
had been no offence, many 
Labour voters would be un- 
happy at what had happened. “I 
think it just leaves people with 
the impression of, ‘well we 
thought t that by voting Labour 
and having a Labour govern- 
ment we got away from this 
kind of thing’," he said 



Peter Mandelson in London yesterday as the affair over his loan from Geoffrey Robinson deepened . Reuters 


Branson’s hot air blast defeats Chinese 
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THE CHINESE Government, 
which bows before no one in the 
conduct of its internal affairs, 
met its match yesterday. Even 
a regime that fires rockets over 
Taiwan was unprepared to take 
on the publicity missile that is 
Richard Branson and his big 
balloon. 

In a dsy of twists and turns, 
the ICO Global Challenger bal- 
loon was at one point feeing an 
enforced touch-down and dra- 


By Paul McCann 

and Phil Thornton 

mafic failure. The next minute 
a London news conference was 
told the Chinese had relented 

and Mr Branson was on his wqy. 

This time it took the inter- 
vention of two prime ministers 
- Tbny Blair and Sir Edward 
Heath. The project director. 
Mike Kendrick, said: “The Chi- 
nese say that in the end it was 


down to tlie British ambas- 
sador but 1 think Ted Heath and 
Tony Blair and all the others 
have also played a part" 

Sir Edward himself obliged 
and said he was “very glad” if 
his efforts had helped to break 
the deadlock. 

The Chinese had granted 
the team permission to fly 
through a restricted section of 
the country on condition the 
balloon leave Chinese airspace 
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as soon as possible. The prob- 
lems began when the balloon, 
with Everest looming in front of 
It, was forced to drift north- 
wards into air space strictly 
controlled by the Chinese. At 
this point, Chinese air traffic 
controllers demanded that the 
balloon land. 

Mr Kendrick said it was too 
dangerous because if the crew 
descended from their present 
altitude of almost 30,000ft 
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clouds would cause equipment 
to ice over resulting in a crash. 
Chinese authorities asked the 
crew to land at Lhasa airfield 
in Tibet yesterday morning 
but Mr Kendrick said, the bal- 
loon overshot and it was 
impossible to come down any- 
where else. 

The crew must now cope 
with having used up a large 
amount of feel to keep the bal- 
loon free of ice. 
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Exotic in both 
his plumage 
and connections 


PETER MANDELSON’S de- 
scription of hims elf (and the 
Treasury minister Geoffrey 
Robinson i as “exotic” yester- 
day in an interview on Radio 4’s 
Today programme shows self- 
awareness, if nothing else. 

It is not every day that a 
front-rank politician secures a 
loan of £373.000 from a minis- 
terial colleague to buy a hand- 
some house in Notting HilL 
And as with his London home, 
so with his choice of well-off or 
well-connected friends from 
Lady Carla Powell to Sir John 
Birt, from Janies Palumbo to 
Bob Ayling. 

So too. with his plumage, 
which has progressed from 
the vulpine, bearded, V-neck 
sweater look of his early 20s to 
what one over-enthusiastic 
Evening Standard writer last 
year described as “stile God”. 
Contrary to one of the many 
urban myths, he doesn’t have 
his shoes hand-made, but he 
does buy the odd £500 suit at the 
discreet City tailors Couch and 
Hoskins. Exotic is about right. 

Part, though only part of the 
fascination with Mr Mandel- 
sotfs lifestyle las opposed to the 
rather different questions of 
whether the Secretary of State 
for TYade and Industry should 
have declared his loan much 
earlier or accepted it all) is a 
hangover from Labour’s rig- 
orous asceticism of early 1980s 
- a period Mr Mandelson has 
devoted his political career to 
expunging Atom the party's 
folk memory. 

Several of the previous gen- 
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eration of Labour politicians 
were rich like Harold Lever, 
well-connected socially like Roy 
Jenkins, fashionably domiciled 
like Hugh GaitskelL or enjoyed 
the patronage of a wealthy and 
powerful man. tike Michael 
Foot with Lord Beaverbrook. 
Mr Foot moreover recounts in 
his biography of Aneurin Be van 
how freely his great left-wing 
hero mingled with Beaverbrook 
in “the strange company" of 
Lord Castelrosse and Bren- 
dan Bracken, shrugging off the 
latter’s description of him as a 
Bollinger Bolshevik by asking: 
“Why shouldn’t I like good 
wine? The best I’ve ever had 
from you, by the way Brendan, 
Td call bottom lower class Bol- 
shevik Bollinger." 

Bevan was a full-blooded 
socialist, in a way that Mr Man- 
detoon, by any stretch of the 
imagination, is not Yet the 
paradox is that Mr Mandelson 
remains, for aD his many ene- 
mies, as tribalistically loyal to 
Labour as Bevan was. 

Itirn to page 3 
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Leak revives 
bitter feud at 
party’s heart 


WHEN TONY Blair gave Peter 
Mandelson the job he coveted 
as the Secretary of State for 
Ttade and Industry in his July 
cabinet reshuffle, the Prime 
Minister knew he was taking a 
huge gamble. 

The move risked inflaming 
a bitter feud in the Labour 
Party. Gordon Brown has never 
forgiven Mr Mandelson for 
backing Mr Blair for the 
Labour leadership when John 
Smith died in 1994. But Mr 
Blair hoped that putting the two 
men into the Government's top 
two economic posts would force 
them to buiy the hatchet and 
wort: together again, as they 
bad done until Mr Smith's 
death. 

Yesterday cabinet ministers 
were wondering whether Mr 
Blair's gamble had backfired. 
Both the Mandelson and 
Brown camps suggested the 
other side was responsible for 
the leak of Mr Mandelson's 
£373,000 loan from Geoffrey 
Robinson, the Treasury minis- 
ter and one of Mr Brown's clos- 
est allies. 

Initially. Mr Blair's reshuffle 
gamble seemed to pay oft The 
much-predicted turf war be- 
tween the Treasury and the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry 
foiled to materialise Indeed, the 
Chancellor moved to draw a 
line under the events of 1994 by 
telling the Labour conference 
in October that he was not 


by Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 

after Mr Blair’s job. But the day- 
to-day pressures of govern- 
ment soon reopened old 
wounds. Mr Brown sought to 
spike Mr Mandelson’s guns by 
announcing measures to boost 
Britain's competitiveness in his 
draft Budget in Navembei; leav- 
ing the DTI little to announce 
in its much-trumpeted White 
Paper on the issue this month. 

Then Treasury sources crit- 
icised Mr Mandelson's deci- 
sion to abandon plans for a 
partial privatisation of the Post 
Office. They described his plans 
to boost its commercial freedom 
as “rubbish” and “garbage” Mr 
Mandelson prevented an all-out 
war by revising to retaliate. 
He was puzzled by the criticism, 
since Mr Brown and he had 
agreed that a sell-off would be 
politically risky. 

The language of the “Trea- 
sury sources” who criticised the 
Post Office decision meant 
that suspicion fell on Charlie 
Whelan, the Chancellor's press 
secretary. 

But that was small beer 
compared with the revelation 
about Mr Mandelson’s loan 
from Mr Robinson. In public, 
Mr Mandelson said yesterday 
he had “no idea” how the story 
emerged. In private, he told 
friends he believed he was the 
victim of a “classic sting” in- 


volving the Treasury and The 
Guardian newspaper; which 
broke the story. 

Rumours reached the Sec- 
retary of Stete for 'frade and In- 
dustry last Wednesday that a 
newspaper had got wind of his 
secret loan. Alarm bells rang 
louder when he read a story in 
The Guardian last Thursday 
saying he was “anxiously await- 
ing publication of a hostile bi- 
ography fay the Mirror 
journalist Raul Routledge” in 
the new yean Mr Mandelson 
feared the loan would be one of 
the book’s main selling points. 

On the same day, his private 
office at the DTI rang Alastair 
Campbell, the Downing Street 
press secretary, to alert him to 
the problem. Mr Campbell told 
Mr Blair; who was preparing to 

mnlrp a Co mmons s tetwmpfi fr on 

the air strikes against Iraq. 

Mr Mandelson’s minis terial 
red box, on which he worked at 
the now-infamous Netting HOI 
house at the weekend, con- 
tained another problem. David 
Heathcoat-Amoiy; the Shadow 
Chief Treasury Secretary, ac- 
cused the DTI of dra g gin g its 
feet over inquiries into Mr 
Robinson’s finances. 

Mr Mandelson planned to 
write back, saying the DTI of- 
ficials were handling the mat- 
ter thoroughly and, crucially, 
revealing that since September 
he had stood aside from the 
Robinson inquiry because he 



Gordon Brown, right, remains bitter that Peter Mandelson backed Tony Blair ahead of him for the Labour Par ty leadership Adam Butter 


was a fellow minister and be- 
cause of the loan. 

first he consulted Mr 
Campbell, who counselled cau- 
tion, suggesting that it would be 
better not to tell Mr Heathcoat- 
Amory about the loan. 

“It is going to come out aiQr- 
way,” Mr Mandelson said. 
“Why?" asked Mr Campbell. 
“Because Charlie Whelan 
knows about it,” said Mr Man- 
delson. Tdort think I have any 
option. I have done nothing 
wrong. I am not going to keep 


it private. „ It is on the verge of 
coming out” 

The Guardian insisted that 
Mr Whelan was not the source 
of the information, and Mr 
Whelan told friends he was 
“furious” at the suggestion that 
he had leaked it Mr Whelan’s 
friends say it is “nonsense” to 
suggest he would want to dam- 
age Mr Robinson, a dose ally. 
They suspect Mr Mandelson’s 
allies may have had a hand in 
the story surfacing in The 
Guardian in an attempt to 


“draw the fire” from the Rout- 
ledge biography-and spike Mr 
Routledge’s guns. 

One Whelan associate re- 
called a pre-emptive strike in 
The Guardian, written by one 
of the three journalists who re- 
vealed the house loan, before 
Mr Routledge published a bi- 
ography of the Chancellor a 
year ago. This detailed Mr 
Brown's continuing bitterness 
at losing out to Mr Blair for the 
Labour leadership and his feel- 
ing that Mr Mandelson had be- 


trayed him. Yesterday Mr Man- 
delson admitted he had “no 
idea” how the latest story had 
emerged. 

But Malcolm Bruce, Trea- 
sury spokesman for the Liber- 
al Democrats, said: “Some 
people will wonder whether 
this leak was inspired by the 
Treasury who are thought to 
have been ‘at war* with Mr 
Mandelson for some time. If any 
of the Chancellor’s aides were 
to be behind this leak, that 
would be a serious matter sug- 


gesting that the Government’s 
two mam economic ministers 
cannot work together." 

Mr Mandelson, who was 
“outed” as a homosexual fay 
Matthew Parris, the gay flamer 
Tbry MR on BBC- TV’s Naos- 
njyjttjxx^ramme in October is 
also bracing himself for further 
trouble next montii Friends say 
he fears Mr Routledge 's biog- 
raphy will be “a huge muck- 
raking smear” containing alle- 
gations about his personal as 
well as his political life. C 


firms Watchdog’s first big case 


PETER MANDELSON was 
under pressure last night to 
step aside from a number of 
DTI responsibilities, as the 
Tories alleged his links with 
some companies caused a con- 
flict of interest 

Both the Secretary of State 
for Thade and Industry’s con- 
nection with the Paymaster 
General Geoffrey Robinson, 
and sponsors of the MiDenmum 
Dome have led to opposition 
protests. The Tories have 
already called for Mr Robinson 
to pay £37 m to pensioners who 
lost money through schemes 
raided by Robert Maxwell, 
because of the minister’s links 
to Maxwell companies. 

An inquiry by the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry into 
the Maxwell affair is still going 
on and although Mr Robinson 


By Fran Abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 

has not been questioned, the 
Tbries believe he should be. 

Mr Robinson was chairman 
of a Maxwell engineering com- 
pany, Hollis Industries, which 
went into administration owing 
£16m to AGB International. 
AGB in turn went into admin- 
istration, owing £1.7m to the 
Maxwell pension funds. 

In a letter to the Department 
of Tfcade and Industry's Per- 
manent Secretary, Michael 
Scholar, the Conservative's 
trade spokesman, John Red- 
wood, demanded to know why 
Mr Mandelson had not stood 
aside from the Maxwell inquiry. 

“H as the Secretary of State 
claim s, he was insulated from 
ary involvement or influence in 


BRITAIN TODAY 


the investigations being con- 
ducted by the DTI into the 
Paymaster General, which min- 
ister does have overall 
responsibility for them?” Mr 
Redwood asked. 

Similar questions have been 
asked about the sponsors of the 
Dome. Although Mr Mandelson 
has publicly distanced himself 
inun the fundraising for the pro- 
ject, he has been reported to be 
active behind the scenes. 

Mr Mandelson has held five 
meetings recently with British 
Aerospace and GEC, both of 
whom are expected to be major 
Dome sponsors. 

Mr Mandelson could also 
be responsible fora decision on 
whether to refer a proposed 
merger between the two com- 
panies to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. Even 


greater unhappiness within the 
DTI has been sparked by the 
British Airways case. 

Bob Jfyiing, Che airline’s 
chairman, is also chief execu- 
tive of the New Millennium 
Experience Company which 
runs the Dome, and a dose 
friend of Mr Mandelson. BA is 
a major sponsor of the Dome 
and Mr Mandelson is the sole 
shareholder in the New Mil- 
lennium Experience Company. 

Mr Mandelson took legal 
advice on his role in the BA 
deal, but has not disclosed what 
position his officials took 

The Independent has been 
told that DTI officials 
expressed unhappiness at Mr 
Mandelson’s decision not to 
step aside from a decision on 
BA’s proposed merger with 
American Airlines. 


THE MANDELSON loan will be 
the first big case for Parlia- 
ment’s new anti-sleaze watch- 
dog, Elizabeth Filkin. It may 
leave the Secretary of State fix' 
Trade and Industry wishing 
her predecessor; Sir Gordon 
Downe^had hung on for a few 
months more. 

Mrs FUkin, who takes over in 
February as Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards, is 
said by colleagues to be an ex- 
tremely tough operator 

Results of her inquiry into 
whether Mr Mandelson should 
have declared a cheap loan 
from Geoffrey Robinson could 
easily be critical of Mr Man- 
delson. 

After more than five years 
dealing with stroppy tax men 
an d customs officials as an in- 
dependent adjudicator on com- 


By Fran Abrams 


plaints against them, and for 
the Contributions Agency she 
is not expected to pull her 
punches. 

“I am used to people who 
dupe themselves, and I am 
jisejd to quite a number of peo- 
ple who think thqr can dupem& 
That does not mean there may 
not be some people who have 
duped me. But I have seen 
quite a lotof the liars,” she told 
The Independent in an inter- 
view before the Mandelson 
story broke. 

Mrs Filkin, 58, has invited 
members of the public to write 
to her about MPs 1 probity. 

And there are hints that she 
may dig rather harder than 
Sir Gordon when it comes to in- 
vestigating complaints. In her 
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FORECAST 

General situation: Southern and eastern England will have spells of rain ftils 
morning, although it will slowly become drier and brighter from the west rhis 
arte moon. Remnants of overnight rain will dear Wales, western and non hem 
England to leave a mix of bright spells and Isolated showers. Eastern Scotland 
wiiT be rather cold and breezy, but it will be generally dry with sunny spells. 
Western Scotland and Northern Ireland will have a blustery mtx or sunshine and 
showers, the showers Riming Increasingly winery this afternoon. 

Channel Is, Cent S A SE England, London, Badlands, E Anglia, E England: 
Outbreaks of rain for much of the day. but slowly clearing In the west. A rresh 
south-westerly wind. Max temp 7-9C (45-4SF). 

Sift Cent N ft MW England. Wales. Lake Disc, Isle or Man: Any remaining 
overnight rain will soon clear to leave it cold with sunshine and a few showers A 
moderate west to south-west wind. Max temp 4-6C 139-43F). 

NE England: Staying largely dry with a few sunny spells, but cold. A moderate 
south-west wind. Max temp 4-6C (39-43F). 

N Ireland: A rather cold day with a blustery mm of sunshine and showers, the 
showers turning to sleet and even snow later. A fresh ro strong south- westerly 
wind. Max temp 3-*C (37-39 F}. 

SW ft NUf Scotland. Glasgow, WAN bles: Cold and quite breezy with sunny 
spells and Showers, the Showers turning to sleet and snow. A fresh to strong 
south-westerly wind Man temp 2-4C (3S-39F). 

5E ft NE Scotland, Edinburgh, Ab erdee n: Cold bur bright with Isolated wintry 
showers, althougn the south should be mainly dry with sunny spells. A freshen- 
™ er1y wlnd ' ,em P 2 ' AC (36-39FJ. Tonight, frosty. Min temp -2 
to OC (2B-a2rJ 


OUTLOOK 

Christmas Eve will start dry but chilly. Wet and windy, but milder weather will 
spread during the day. England and Wales will be windy with some ram on Christ- 
mas Day. but mlftL Further north it will be wmdy with sunshine and showers 


TRAVEL 


London; Ml Finchley F*t From Swiss 
Cottage to Fortune Green. Major malcutf 
Finchley Rd Gyratory. Until 3ia Decentoer. 
Cambridgeshire A1 between Afcorbuy 
and KadOOrt. Constructor, larodbsuies 
and contraflow. Una 31 si December. 
Buckinghamshire: M<0 between funaore la 
(M25) S 3 (WjtoOrrtoe East). Throe narrow 

lawsbom ways ana a 50 nvh Speed fimfl m 

tarco. Untfl 1 a January 1999 
Bristol: M5 JiS-19. Major Roadworks on 
Avonmoulh Braga. UtvB 1st January 3001. 
Lancashire; MS Between JE7 Sfcwfeh and 
J28 Lbyland. Hoattowks corwafcw aid a 


SOmph speed irrtt eBhcr side of Chamcek 
Richard Services. Urafl iSh February 1999 
West Yorkshire: Mi Between Jd2Lomwusa 
jriterehanga (M62) and J43 Stounon. 
Roadworks ana a 50mph speed Bn*. 

Untt 31 s December 1998. 

Cumbria: Me J37 Kendal. Roadworks, car- 
riageway reduced to 2 Lams both wayG with 
a50mph soeedhmrt. i mtesouIhoiaiB Junc- 
tion. Until tah Jawary 1993 
AA Roadwaadbc Can 0336 401 777 for the 
West local and national traffic news. Sara: 
The Automobile Association. Cans charged 
at 5flp per min (Inc VAT1. 
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Airaamanth 

Cork 

Dewoopar* 

Dower 

Dai Laogbaire 
Rabnouth 


Harwich 
Holyhead 

Hull (Albert Dfc) 8 52 
Lynn 


AM HT 
9.42 12.5 
8.06 4.3 
8.09 5.3 
1.15 6.4 
1.59 3.7 
7.40 5.1 
233 3.2 
2.03 3.8 


12.39 5.2 
8.1 


8.54 6.1 
5.12 5.2 
1.27 8.8 
8.43 6J5 
738 6.6 
9.24 2.0 
1.46 4.5 
10.34 4.6 
6 AO 5.4 
1.46 3.3 
Height measured in metres 
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S England 

Good 

Good 

M5al«s 

Good 

Good 

C England 
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K England 
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SUN fir MOON 


Sun rises: 08 05 
Son sets: 1 535 
Moon rises: 10.51 
Man setss 20.56 
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II YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 



1 Warmest: isles of Stilly 1 1C [52FI 


m Coldest [day]: Shawbury -1C (30FJ 
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41 

Salconbe 

n/a 




Scarborough 

0 8 

0.01 

1 

34 
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1 1 Weymouth 

n/a 




1 1 24 boors to 6pm 

(GMT) Monday: | 

I information by RA WeatherCentrc | 


WEATHERLINE 

For me latest forecasts dial 0691 5009 
[allowed by me nua digits for your area. 
Source: The Met. Office. Calls charged at 
5 Op per rrfn fine VAT) 



Rain or 

Shine... 

El NINO caused havoc this 
year but La Nina, the colder 
cousin that follows, has failed 
to live up to dire predictions. 

La Nina had been forecast 
to decimate crops across the 
Pacific region. But Malaysia 
has said it has only expertexed 
moderate crop damage so for 
to its rubber and palm-ail plan- 
tations. Cocoa crops escaped 
virtually unscathed, an early 
Christmas present for formers 
who endured a three-month 
drought earlier in the year 


THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 
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Filkin: Quite prepared to 
be seriously unpopular 

past role she says, that 
tenacity has paid oft "I have left 
no stone unturned and 
sometimes we have got to the 
bottom of things because we 
have gone the extra mile 
and done an extra bit of inves- 
tigation." 

She and her aides have gone 
out to look at the places where 
incidents took place, they have 
trawled through bank accounts 
and have sought independent 
corroboration of the stories 
they have been told. 

Of course, she adds, most 
MPs are decent individuals 
who do their best, and she has 
no desire to cause unnecessary 
anxiety to them. 


The post of Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards 
was set up in 1995 after a rec- 
ommendation by the Co mmi t, 
tee on Standards in Public Life, 
then headed by Lord NoLan. 
Lord Nolan found public confi- _ 
dence in MPs at a dangerous- : 
lylowIeveL... 

Mrs Bilking who is married 
with three daughters and who 
formerly ran the London Dock- 
lands Development Corpora- 
tion, was head-hunted for her 
new post 

She argues that bar-room 
gossip might dismiss our elect- 
ed representatives as a shady 
lot but if pushed most people 
believe most MPs have their 
good points. 

She hints that the House efc 
Commons is a better place 
since the last general election, 
when the public showed it was 
tired of sleaze. 

Already, snippets have ap- 
peared, hinting that she may be 
a left-winger because she was 
once associated with the Char- 
ter 88 dvil liberties groups. On 
the other hand, there have also 
been murmurings about her 
directorships. 

“I don’t mind in the slightest 
If that’s the price of a free 
press I am delighted to have it” 
she says. “Even if it is hard^ 
going and I have to be seriously*'” 
unpopular; I feel it is a job 
worth doing." 


Lows R and S will move slowly eastwards and gradually All. High M will sink 
south-eastwards. 
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Over 50? 

Insure your home 
with quality cover 
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Home insurance that's worth looking into 

Saga Home Insurance offers What’s more the Saga Price 


good quality cover. 

Our easy one call claims 
service means there are 
normally no forms to fill in 
and our 24-hour helplines 
provide practical advice on 
legal matters and domestic 
emergencies. 


Promise means that, if you 
find comparable cover for 
less within two months of 
insuring your home with us, 
we’ll refond the difference. 

For a home insurance 
quotation or instant cover, 
why not cal! Saga? 


0800 414 525 


3’Jo:ir.^ reicrence i D D 3 ■ 7 


Our lines ar* ^ 8 JOam w 7pm 

«*«wlon on art*, ^ prndueza 
MSTUCCI JIM nny |MM on to* oaaH , M 

Now’s the time 
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THE MANDELSON LOAN 


Upmarket life on preferential rate 






.. it HAD long been a mystery. 
J* How did Peter Mandelson af- 
ford a £475.000 house on a back- 
bench salary of £43,000? 

And, once be bad, how did his 
budget stretch to Ozwald 
Boateng suits at 0^800 a throw? 
Where (fid he get the money for 
his lavish lifestyle and for ex- 
pensive stays in Venetian ho- 
tels? Well now we know. 

Thanks to the £373,000 “he 
borrowed from Geoffrey Robin- 
son -at preferential rates of in- 
terest - his salary went much 
fiirthec And once his salary 
rose to £90,267 a year as Sec- 
retary of State for Trade and In- 
dustry, it went further still. 


By Steve Boggan 

and Paul Waugh 

At the time he borrowed the 
money from Mr Robinson, Mr 
Mandelson could have expect- 
ed a budding society to ad- 
vance him no more than about 
£130.000 - three times his salary 
- or, more unusually, £173,000 - 
four times his s alar y Instead, 
he got £373.000 from Mr Robin- 
son at the Midland Bank base 
rate of interest. 

If he had borrowed the same 
amount from the Halifax, the 
monthly repayments at the end 
of 1996 would have been about 
£2,172, compared with £1,865 on 




What’s so 
special about 
Notting Hill? 


£ NOTTING HILL GATE is OOt 
quite as hip as it used to be. 
Peter Mandelson moved there 
from Clerkenwell at a time 
when just about everybody in 
the in-crowd was travelling the 
other way. 

The shabby-genteel, rough- 
edged nature of Notting Hill, 
Bayswater, Portobello Road 
and Ladbroke Grove in which 
once enabled the well-heeled to 
be robbed right outside some of 
the coolest restaurants in Lon- 
don, is now rather more genteel 
than shabby. 

Rocketing house prices, se- 
curity cameras, residents park- 
ing and the bistro-isation of 
some formerly scary pubs have 
imade it safe for the likes of Mr 
Mandelson and close friends 
like Elisabeth Murdoch and 
Carla PowelL 

Trendy galleries and shops 
including Space, where Mr 
Mandelson reportedly bought 
furnishings for his minimalist 
bouse, are all within walking 
distance. 

Many of the trendy young 
things who until recently dec- 
orated the streets of the hippest 
area in west London have for- 
.•v^aken it for north and east 
^London, worried that the influx 
of City mflflohaires is changing 
the area into an overpriced 
suburb. 

The middle class families 
who once inhabited the rnid-Vfc- 
to nan terraces have mostly sold 
up and moved west, where their 
money is worth more. The 
homey street party held annu- 
ally on trestle tables in Mr Man- 
delson's street is now something 
oLa star-studded event 

local restaurants like 192, 
Damien Hirst's Pharmacy and 
Anthony Worrell Thompson’s 


BY Tim DOWLING 

Woz. thrusting media lurks are 
losing their tables to their em- 
ployers. 

Other top-drawer residents 
include the head of Channel 4. 
Michael Jackson; the BBC di- 
rector-general Sir John Birt 
Alan Yentob; Chris Evans: both 
Dimblebys and the media ty- 
coon Lord Hollick. 

Stella McCartney and Jade 
Jagger both have homes in Not- 
ting Hill, as do MarieOa Frostrup 
and Robbie Williams. Bridget 
Jones's creator Helen Fielding, 
is a local, as is the Bridget Jones 
character herself although how 
the latter affords it is a bit of a 
mystery. 

The Notting Hill Carnival in 
August is the largest street 
festival in Europe, an event so 
fervently supported by many of 
the newly ensconced local res- 
idents that they actually retreat 
to Tuscany for the duration. 

While the area still somehow 
manages to maintain a degree 
of cultural vibrancy and varia- 
tion, most viators are general!)' 
too busy shopping to notice. 
Paul Smith’s new emporium 
graces an entire corner build- 
ing on Kensington Park Road, 
while Agnes B and Bill Am- 
berg’s posh handbag shop do 
brisk business nearby. 

Despite a faint air of menace 
in its less salubrious quarters, 
Notting Hill’s dangerously 
trendy reputation is now large- 
ly undeserved. 

Drug dealing and robbery 
are slowly giving way to lesser 
menaces like subsidence and 
location filming. What remains 
is quite simply a very nice 
place to live, at least for those 
that can afford it 


base rate - ora monthly saving 
of £307. 

At current rates of interest, 
and taking into account a 
£40,000 repayment Mr Man- 
delson made to Mr Robinson in 
the spring of 1997. the difference 
between Halifax-rated repay- 
ments and base-rate repay- 
ments would have risen to £541 
a month - or enough for an 
Ozwald Boaleng suit every 
three months. 

The total saving over 25 
months may have been not far 
off £10,000. 

Nevertheless, the repay- 
ments will still have stretched 
Mr Mandelson, as he had to 


take out a mortgage for a fur- 
ther £150,000 to buy the prop- 
erty and to refurbish it 

At the time, his take-home 
salary would have been in the 
region of £2.500 a month - an 
amount which would have been 
swallowed up by both sets of re- 
payments. 

His mother; Mary, is believed 
to have helped him, but she is 
not thought to be particularly 
wealthy. Mr Mandelson’s fa- 
ther, George, left her the fam- 
ily home in Hampstead Garden 
Suburb and other assets valued 
at £57,71 1 when he died in 1988. 

The trade secretary's grand- 
father. Herbert Morrison, a 


former home and foreign sec- 
retary; left £28.000 when he 
died in 1965. That would be 
worth £300,000 today, but it all 
went to his second wife, leaving 
his Erst wife. Mr Mandelson’s 
grandmother, with nothing. 

Mr Mandelson, who also 
owns a £70,000 bouse in his 
Hartlepool constituency, is like- 
ly to have made some money 
from the sale of his previous 
home, a flat in Wilmington 
Square in upwardly mobile 
Clerkenwell - the sort of prop- 
erty that now sells for up to 
£125,000. But this is not enough 
to make a dent in the cost of his 
four-storey Notting Hill house. 


With a basic salary of 
£35,000. MPs can raise a mort- 
gage of up to about £126.000 - 
which is just enough to buy a 
studio fiat in Notting HUL For 
a house of Mr Mandeison’s 
size, such a sum would mean he 
would have had to buy in a more 
downmarket areas of London, 
like Lambeth. 

Margaret Beckett the min- 
ister's predecessor at the De- 
partment of Trade and 
Industry, has retained a "grace- 
and-favour" fiat in Whitehall 
since she became the Leader 
of the House. 

No such official residence ex- 
ists for Mr Mandelson. 


Like all ministers with con- 
stituencies outside of London, 
Mr Mandelson is eligible for a 
£12,717 grant towards the up- 
keep of his Hartlepool home. 
The Additional Cost Allowance 
grant is paid to all MPs who 
Haim it, but unlike back- 
benchers. ministers cannot use 
the money on a home in London. 

Diane Abbott, Labour MP for 
Hackney North and Stoke New- 
ington, said that she was “baf- 
fled” by the size of the Robinson 
loan to the minister. 

“I would hate the public lo 
think that all MPs insist on hav- 
ing half-a-million-pound bous- 
es. MPs from outside London 


get this allowance and they 
are perfectly able to purchase 
somewhere reasonable,” Ms 
Abbott said. 

“Peter must know the issue 
here is not just whether any im- 
propriety occurred but whether 
there is the appearance of im- 
propriety.” she said 

“He argues he did not reveal 
this sizeable loan to his officials 
mid he didn't declare it in the 
register of MPs' interests be- 
cause he did not see that there 
was a conflict of interest. 

“But Peter must know that 
that is not the point - the point 
is that we strive for the utmost 
transparency.” 
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Home from home in Hartlepool 


FROM PAGE l 
Last month, causing edgy 
irritation among some of his 
closest friends, he was the only 
cabinet minister to attend the 
Prince of Wales’s 50th birthday 
^ty. Yet according to Mar- 
garet McDonagh. Labour's 
new general secretary, he is one 
of the very few senior Labour 
politicians who will if asked, 
change his plans to attend a 
party function in some unfash- 
ionable suburb at short notice. 

Last Friday night, he was in 
Hartlepool dispensing copious 
amounts of wine, beer. Scotch, 
Bacardi, orange juice, pies 
sausage rolls, and wl-au-vents, 
at the Christinas celebration he 
throws every year for his dis- 
tinctly old Labour constituen- 
cy^te-sotiritouslydisperisirig 
gifts of House of Commons 


activists like Elsie Reed, agent 
for over two decades to his 
predecessor Ted Leadbitter, 
and showing every sign of en- 
joying himself. 

The contrast between his 
two homes; the one rapidly be- 
coming one of the most fa- 
mous private residences in 
London, and the four-bedroom 
semi in Hutton Avenue, Hartle- 
pool that he bought for £84,000 
shortly after his selection as a 
parliamentary candidate, un- 
derline the two sides of Mr 
Mandelson the man. 

The interior of the narrow 
three-storey Georgian house 
in Notting Hill’s Northumber- 
land Place, all white walls and, 
in the ground-floor kitchen 
din eg gleaming stainless steel 
work-surfaces, is a temple of 
minimalism designed by the 
%&ionable architect Seth 
The Hutton Avenue 
home, with its large, homely 
and unmodernised kitchen, its 
cluttered, old-fashioned living 
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Peter Mandelson outside his Hartlepool home 


rotten, lives and breathes Man- 
deteen the Labourist 

This is where he keeps many 
of his most precious family 
photographs, the framed copy 
of his maiden speech in 
Hansard, the cod issue of The 
Guardian mocked up as me- 
mento for his 40th birthday 
the front page of Pravda com- 
memorating the day Gerald 
Kaufman buried Labour’s uni- 
lateralist defence policy at a 
Red Square press conference, 
and the Vicky cartoons of his 
revered grandfather Herbert 
Morrison. Many of his books are 
also here: the diaries of Dick 
Grossman and Harold Nichol- 
son. rubbing shoulders with 
Lewis Minkin ’s dauntingly for- 
bidding work on the history of 
the Labour Party Conference. 

There is no sign - as he 
chops vegetables for a stew or 
prepares a breakfast fry-up, 
with one eye on the ancient 
black and white television set 


on the kitchen table - that he 
is any less at home here: Indeed 
it has a particular sentimental 
importance. It was in tins wel- 
coming redoubt that he spent 
much of his four “wilderness 
years”, two of than nursing his 
seat after leaving his job as di- 
rector of communications in 
1989, and two of them as a 
harkhannh MP Struggling to 
come to terms with the fact 
that he was anything but a 
favourite of John Smith, the 
then party leader. 

A recent poll by the Hartle- 
pool Mad after Mr Mandelson 
was “outed" on BBC television 
showed overwhelming support 
from the local population, who 
seemed understandably to 
have regarded him as a victim 
under pressure, entitled to 
his privacy. But even these 
remarkably easy-going con- 
stituents are going to be 
baffled that he had to borrow 
this kind of sum to locate him- 


$ Frank Reid 

self in a house in Northumber- 
land Place rather than stay in 
a flat that he could afford with- 
out extra help. 

He is not wholly alone, of 
course; both Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown have benefited 
from Mr Robinson's hospitali- 
ty, though not on the spectac- 
ular settle of the loan to Mr 
Mandelson in 1996. But many of 
his fellow MPs will seize on it 
as evidence that his appetite for 
the good life has got the better 
of his hitherto legendary polit- 
ical judgement 

There is no doubt that even 
some of his close, long-stand- 
ing, and loyal Mends get knot- 
ted up about him - saying he 
has left them behind as he 
mingles with the rich and fa- 
mous, and then in the same 
breath that they know he would 
visit them in hospital or rally 
round if they were in trouble. 

He may also have revealed 
something of the outsider 








thirsting for life on the inside. 
And by not sharing with the 
Prime Minister his means of fi- 
nancing his house, he may have 
demonstrated a deep-seated 
tendency to hoard information. 

It may even be a sign of his 
willingness to take a gamble. If 
he wasn’t a bit of a gambler he 
would hardly have risked the 
humiliation of failing to win 
election to Labour’s National 
Executive Committee in the 
summer of 1997. He may need 
to show some of the same hu- 
mility now that he managed to 
show then. 

Part of the Mandelson para- 
dox is an unusual lack of will- 
ingness to play to the politically 
correct or party gallery. Un- 
usually for a hitherto upward- 
ly mobile politician, he 
apparently doesn't want to be 
- or think he could become - 
prime minister, despite odd ar- 
ticles in the last month or two 
suggesting that he could. 

As a result, he is much less , 
willing than most of his col- 
leagues to make concessions 
either to party orthodoxy in 
what he says or he does, or to 
yield to what he appears gen- 
uinely to dismiss as a metro- 
politan and liberal view that 
he should say the words “I 
am gay”. 

He believes he has been 
working more than bis fair 
share of 18-hour days to see 
Labour get elected and prosper 
in government Fbr the rest, he 
certainly wants enjoy himself in 

the way he wants; and believes 
that it is no one’s business but 
his own. This is controversy, for 
him and the Government, on a 
scale even this relentlessly 
controversial politician has not 
encountered before. But then, 
whatever else, no one has ever 
accused him of lacking the ap- 
petite for a fight 
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Because not everyone’s 
falls on December 25th. 


y one's special day 
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Chat as long as you like for 50p on 
Christmas Day and every Saturday a?: year round. 

On December 25th national calls will cost no more than 50p — 
however long you stay on the phone. But if you don’t manage to 
catch up with everyone on Christmas Day. don’t worry. Because the 
same goes for Boxing Day too. 

In fact, from now on, the same goes for every Saturday all year 
round — if you’re with Cable & Wireless. So, if you want a phone 
service where the season of goodwill lasts all year, give us a call today. 


FreeCaii 0500 941 940 

What C 2 n we do fbr you?" 
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Operas in English to get 
explanations... in English 


THEY FORM the English Na- 
tional Opera. They sing every 
performance in English to un- 
derline their philosophy that 
opera should be understood by 
their audience. 

The only problem is that it 
seems the audience some- 
times can’t understand a word 
of what is being sung. 

Now the new head of the 
company is considering intro- 
ducing surtities - the words 
being sung on stage will be re- 
produced on a screen. And 
the favoured solution is for 
airline-style small screens on 
the seat in front 

Nicholas Payne, who joined 
the ENO this year as general 
director from the Royal Opera 
House, where he was opera di- 
rector; has admitted that audi- 
ences simply can't make out the 

English words when a soprano 
or tenor enunciates them. 

In the past the ENO has 
avoided surtities, partly be- 
cause some people would 


By David lister 
A rts News Editor 


argue that, if the English ver- 
sion is unclear, the operas 
might as well be puton in their 
original language; and the 
company would thus lose its 
raison d’etre. 

But while Mr Payne is not 
contemplating performances 
in other languages, he is ex- 
amining the prospect of sur- 
eties. One option is that used 
at the Metropolitan Opera in 
New York, where surtities are 
not above the stage but on a 
tiny screen on the seat in front 
allowing the spectator to de- 
cide whether to read them. 

Mr Payne said: This is the 
subject which appears to pre- 
occupy those who write to 
ENO more than any other It is 
an issue which we cannot 
should not avoid. We set out 
our stall to make opera ac- 
cessible. we perform in English 
so that our operas can be un- 


derstood, yet people complain 
that they cannot hear what we 
say." He added: T cannot deny 
that there are operas where 
too much of the test is hard to 
understand ... Not just the big 
ensembles and concerted pas- 
sages in 19th-century opera . .. 
But in much of late- 19th and 
20th-century opera - especial- 
ly once composers regularly 
employ triple woodwind, the 
richness and density of the 
orchestral sound militates 
against understandable text." 

But as Mr Payne acknowl- 
edges in the END'S house jour- 
nal, there are problems with 
surtities, the main one being 
Synchronisation. 

“What could be less the- 
atrical," he asks , “ than the au- 
dience laughing at the punch 
line before the singer has de- 
livered it? This happens fre- 
quently with surtitled Mozart 
Yet even I who deplore such 
practice have to acknowledge 
the palpable increase in the au- 


dience’s concentration since 
Wagner was surtifled at Covent 
Garden." 

He also claims that sur- 
tities are "the lazy solution - 
lazy because they undermine 
the need to improve singers’ 
(fiction and orchestral balance 
... lazy too because they en- 
courage iwntal layiwps^ in the 
audience." 

Nevertheless, while he was 
at the Royal Opera, Mr Payne 
agreed to surtities for Harrison 
Birtwistle’s Gawain, because 
it had “an exceptionally dense 
orchestral score with much 
high-lying soprano singing". 
So he has already allowed sur- 
tities for an opera in English. 

Mr Payne is now examining 
the pros and cons of installing 
the surtities, and promises ini- 
tiatives over the next year. 

He has already discovered 
one con for the shortsighted 
opera lover surtities on the 
back of the seat are hard to 
read if you wear bifocals. 





John Tomlinson and Robert Ttear in the ENO production of *60113 Godunov* last month 
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On Christmas Day pass the phone round 

for no more than 50p. 


On Christmas Day and New Year's Day with BT you can phone whoever you like in the UK for as long as you like, and you'll never pay 
more than 50p for the call. That’s right - local and long distance calls. So, forget about the turkey for a few minutes and pick up the 
phone for a good old natter. This offer is just one more reason for being with BT. 
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Killers of 




Gardai 
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release 




THREE MEN convicted of the 
IRA murders of two Irish police 
officers were freed early from 
their sentences yesterday 
under the terms of the Good 
Friday Agreement 
Thomas Eccles and Brian 
McShane, serving 40 years for 
murdering Frank Hand during 
a post-office raid in Co Meath 
in August .1984, left Portlaise 
Prison near Dublin with Peter 
Rogers, of west Belfast who 
has served 18years of a 40-year 
sentence forthe murder of De- 
tective Garda Seamus Quaid A 
fourth marij Patrick McPhflfips, 
is expected to leave today. 

The early releases drew crit- 
icism from garda representa- 
tives and relatives of the 
murdered men. Eccles, 
MePhiHips and McShane were 
all sentenced to death for shoot- 
ing Mr Hand, but the sentence 
was commuted to 40 years each. 

These men have served less 
than half their sentences. 
Penalties in the Irish Republic 
are in normal times harsher 
than those for police killers in 
Northern Ireland, where life 
terms served tend to be near- 
er 14 years. 

The releases increase pres- 
sure on the IRA to fulfil its 
commitment to weapons de- 
commissioning. Bertie Ahern, 
the Taoiseach. said the families 
of the gardai had to be treated 
with sensitivity. He expected 
the paramilitaries to "observe all 
their commitments" under the 
agreement 

The Association of Garda 
Sergeants and Inspectors said 
freeing the prisoners early ef- 
fectively meant lifting the "pro- 
tection given to what was an 


By Alan Murdoch 
in Dublin 
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unarmed force by the govern- : 
ment through its normal mini- 
mum 40-year sentence /■ 

Angela Qnaid-Sheehan, * 
widow of Garda Seamus Quaid, 1^- 
said: * e Wfe are numbed by the ' -§;' r 
whole thing. I cannot under- i- f 
stand why the rush is to let them . . 

out now when the IRA says nf t ' 
there is going to be no decom- 
missioning... Why should the 
murderers of gardai be released . ; 

now when there isn't one gun j 
handed over [of weapons]?" • • j 

The family of Garda Hand de- | 

dined to comment, telling Irish 
media simply: “There is no point ^ 
in the famijy issuing a s tatement . . ‘_v 
when the needs of law-abiding r: ’.V 
people are ignored." . j 

The Irish Justice Minist er ^ ,. 

John O’Donoghue, last we€» t £'^'.. 
wrote privately to the famfli JP; 
of the murdered gardai, advis- • ' 
ing them that the men’s re- 
leases were imminent • 

Michael Krby vice-president 
of the Garda Representative' 
Association, compared the act . 
of killing an officer of the force . : fcSST 
to an act of treason. He sad- “Wfe 
would have thought the rdeas- '£'$■ 
es would have been the last . ;‘-5£ 
thing to be considered." - 

Yesterday's releases coincid- . -.-- V 
ed with the freeing of the IRAs : ff£: 
commander of female prisoners 

frnm Manhahami l.n L. \UL m -'‘j 


who served eight years of a life r 
sentence for the murder ofWster ' 
Defence Regiment sergeant Al- ■ 
bert Cooper in 1990, was the last Z 
of the IRA's female prisoners to., 
be released under the terms .of ■ 
the agreement !v 'J: 


In Brief 


Man charged with double murder 

AMAN appeared in a Liverpool magistrates' court 
yesterday accused nf Iriiiina t 


1 Liverpool magistrates’ court 
yesterday accused of killing Sharon Lesley 22 - who was 


”3 CTX r, ner home “ Liverpool last week- 
“ “J* her daughter Jade, 2, whose body was later found OB 
wasteland m a bin bag. Thomas JohnRirk, a mm 

joiner. 24. was remanded in custody until 29 Deceanben “ 

Chelsea coach on sex charges 

THE FORMER England footballer Graham Rix appeared 
charged with 

thw n£?' The Chelsea coach is also accused of . 

i adax ? t “sautt on the girl earlier this ' 
ye ?J London “agistrates* court adjourned the case' 

Mr W*. who is married aSSfouf^ 
chddren, was remanded on conditional bail ' 


Jury to hear overdose inquest ' • 

sentence, should be heard before a X sScS, 


Anne Mcelvoy 


Robinson is a one-man 

* Santa’s grotto: a source 
®*Wpsand Cup tickets 
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A new short story by Paul Theroux: 
‘Gilstrap, the Homesick Explorer’ 

PLUS THE CHANCE TO WIN A PRIZE IN THE JUMBO CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD COMPETITION 


^ FILM: ANTHONY 
QUINN REVIEWS 
‘STATE OF 
EMERGENCY’ 

AND CHOOSES THE 
YEAR'S TEN BEST FILMS 






Tourists 
get list of 
‘unsafe’ 
airlines 


■? 4 j 


„ jj« t, AIR TRAVELLERS must be 
^ V given a list of airlines and air- 
W ft ports which will be unsafe 
J. because their computers will be 

infected by the so-called mil- 
lennium bug in 2000. a cross- 
party committee of MPs said 
yesterday. 

The Commons Environ- 
ment, lYansport and Regions 
Select Committee said the Gov- 
ernment must decide by l Oc- 
j 7 tober next year which foreign 
/ airlines should be blocked from 

flying to British airports. 

/ It said airlines and travel 

^ agents must give a “millennium 

bug health warning" to those 
booking holidays for the 2000 
new year. 

_ ^ The travel industry reacted 
cautiously, saying the MPs 
were in danger of “going over 
the top'*. The Association of 
British Travel Agents said 
many of its members had al- 
ready printed warnings in their 
- - brochures. A spokeswoman 

warned against making it 
mandatory. 'That might be a lit- 
tle bit too strong," she said. 

The millennium bug is 
caused try a failure of comput- 
. _ ers, which identify the year 

-:•* i onfy by its last two digits, to 
v d^cope with the switch over to a 
• - new century. 

The problem is acute in the 
-- -i- transport sector both because 

of the widespread use of mi- 
croprocessors on aircraft, air 
traffic control, traffic lights and 
ships and because of the enor- 
mity of the implications if it 
failed 

j The Commons committee 
was alarmed by evidence that 
many Third World countries 
not heard of the problem. 
“It seems certain that some air- 
"T lines and airports, and some 
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By Philip Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 

countries' air traffic control 
systems, will fail to be millen- 
nium compliant Such failures 
will pose a risk to passengers’ 
safety, and will lead to delays.” 

The committee said it was 
aware that foreign airlines 
could be blocked from flying to 
the UK but “we remain con- 
cerned about the possible dan- 
gers faced by British aircraft 
overseas, and British passen- 
gers travelling abroad”. 

Howard Davies, secretary- 
general of the British Air Trans- 
port Association, said it was 
still unclear whether there was 
a problem. “The concern I have 
is that if you actually suggest 
there might be a problem, peo- 
ple will be convinced there is a 
problem. It is a little over the top 
until we know the nature of the 
problem.” 

The International Air 'B'ans- 
port Association said yesterday 
passengers need have no fears 
about computer failure, as air- 
lines were spending £l.4bn 
preparing for the nnUenniura. 

But Gwyneth D unwoo dy, 
who chairs the committee, de- 
nied her report was scare- 
mongering. 

“Everyone has a right to 
take a decision based on sen- 
sible information and we are 
not sure. Whilst there is an el- 
ement of doubt, people ought to 
be told the truth." 

British Airways has already 
announced that it will not fly to 
a destination if it believes there 
is a “safety-related risk". Yes- 
terday a spokeswoman said it 
would reveal early in the new 
year which airports it would be 
using over the 2000 new year. 
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‘Primitive’ worshipper Lebaaba OlDinyo Laetoli travelled to Stonehenge on Salisbury Plain for the winter solstice yesterday with other 
spiritual followers and druids Les Wilson 

Iona mourns a lost son and three 
missing victims of boat tragedy 


BITING WINDS and unan- 
swered questions lashed the is- 
land of Iona in equal measure 
yesterday as the community 
buried the first of last week’s 
boating accident victims. 

More than 300 people 
packed into Iona Abbey for yes- 
terday’s service for Robert Hay. 
the only one of the drowned 
men whose body has yet been 
recovered. Among the mourn- 
ers was Gordon Grant the ac- 
cident’s sole survivor. 

“Why were four young peo- 
ple so central to the life of this 
island taken from us so sud- 
denly?" asked the Rev Peter 
MUlai; a friend of Mr Hay’s fiam- 


By Andrew Buncombe 

fly. who took the service in the 
12th-century abbey. 

He spoke for the entire is- 
land. Eleven days have passed 
since the five men capsized as 
they returned in the eariy hours 
from a dance on neighbouring 
Mull; eleven days of persistent 
frustrated searching for any 
trace of the other three men. 

The families of the victims 
had insisted yesterday's service 
was for Mr Hay rather than a 
memorial for all those who 
died. But it was difficult for 
thoughts not to Pirn also to 
Logie MacFadyen, Alisdair 


Dougal and David Mrkpatrick, 
whose bodies remain unfound. 
Fbr their families the 11 days of 
searching have been desperate. 

“These days on Iona, so 
dose to Christmas, seem so un- 
real. Days pass but the mark- 
ers of otir ordinary life seem far 
away," said Mr Millar. “Our 
emotions and our spirits are 
overwhelmed in the face of 
such enormous grief" 

He went on: “Although heal- 
ing will slowly come to our bro- 
ken community for generations 
to come the events of the night 
of 13 December will be retold 
many times. 

“This tragedy which has 


touched the lives of so many 
people around the world will be- 
come part of the folklore of our 
island.” 

Inside the abbey the con- 
gregation sang the hymns 
“Morning Has Broken" and the 
song “Fields of Athenry". As the 
service progressed Mr Millar 
went to comfort Mr Hay’s par- 
ents, John and Mary. 

Outside the wind had not let 
up and it howled as six pall 
bearers shouldered their load 
and paced into the graveyard, 
cramped with the remains of 
Scottish kings, sailors lost in ac- 
tion and generations of is- 
landers. One large inscribed 


slab marks the site where a cou- 
ple and their eight sons lie. 

Mr Millar said Mr Hay would 
. lie in a graveyard which over 
the centuries had welcomed 
“crofters and kings". IBs fam- 
ily and friends would have to 
make do with memories of his 
“laughter and life, friendship 
and warm heart". 

And finally among the ter- 
rible black gloom, Mr Mill ar 
spoke of the future. “These 
four young men were com- 
mitted to this community," he 
said. “And we owe it to them 
not to give in to total despair 
but to move on in hope as a 
community." 


Last UK 
tin mine 
set to 
reopen 

by Linus Gregoriadis 


EUROPE’S LAST tin mine. 
South Crofty in Cornwall, is set 
to be reopened next year by a 
mining entrepreneur, it was 
announced yesterday. 

Wiif Hughes, managing di- 
rector of Hughes Mining and 
Construction, yesterday dis- 
closed that he had bought the 
mine for £625,000 after agree- 
ing a deal with David Giddings, 
South Crafty’s managing di- 
rector and major shareholder 

The 140-year-old mine, near 
Redruth, closed in March with 
the loss of 300 jobs after it had 
fallen victim to the collapsing 
world tin price. The final nail in 
the coffin had been the Gov- 
ernment’s refusal to support a 
£i2m rescue package. 

News of the mine’s reprieve 
will come as a psychological 
boast to Britain's poorest coun- 
ty where unemployment levels 
are well above average. Many 
local miners believed the clo- 
sure of the mine, which is now 
flooded, was the final chapter 
in the county's mining history. 

Mr Hughes said yesterday he 
was “confident" that the deal 
would go through and “put Cor- 
nish tin back in the world mar- 
ket”. Speaking in Truro, he 
added; have studied the ge- 
ology, we are changing working 
practices and we think we know 
we can make ita success.” 

Mr Hughes said he wanted 
to eventually reach previous 
levels of employment and said 
that around 25 men would be 
employed almost immediately. 
He estimated it could cost more 
than £lm to pump out the 
2,600ft mine which has flooded 
to a depth of around 800ft 

Mr Hughes, who is expecting 
contracts to be exchanged next 
week, said the deal should be 
completed ijy the end of March. 

Candy Atherton, the Labour 
MP for Falmouth & Camborne 
who helped broker the deal said 
yesterday: “If it comes off it will 
be absolutely wonderful" 

Before the tin price collapsed 
in 1985. South Crofty employed 
750 miners. 




Illness kills boy who endured 
two bone marrow transplants 


■iaLHYS DANIELS, the boy who 
1!ad two bone marrow trans- 
plants in an attempt to cure him 
of a fatal inherited disease, has 
died. 

The six-year-old, who had 
the genetic disorder Batten's 
disease, became known na- 
tionally because of his parents’ 
efforts to save his life. Barry and 
Carmen Daniels, who have a 
daughter: Charty aged nine, 
with the same condition, fought 
to obtain the best treatment fbr 
Daniel which led them to chal- 
lenge the previous government 
in the High Court. 

Last September, as the con- 
ditions of both children deteri- 
‘ -grated, they announced that 
they would not subject them to 
further painful treatment and 


By Jeremy la change 
H ealth Editor 

the next time they contracted 
a serious illness they would be 
allowed to die. They said they 
believed Rhys and Charfy bad 
suffered enough. 

Yesterday, a friend of the 
family said the paarents were 
too upset to speak about the 
loss. “Rhys passed away last 
night and they are coming to 
terms with it," she said. 

Batten’s disease is a meta- 
bolic disorder which takes hold 
at about the age of three and 
progressively causes blindness, 
dementia and immobility and 
usually kills sufferers by the age 
of 10. Rhys was diagnosed at 
two and his parents believed 


radical treatment might save 
him. Despite two transplants 
his condition worsened in the 
past year till he was blind, con- 
fined to a wheelchair and had 
to be fed through a tube. 

Charty, who was diagnosed 
too late for treatment, is also 
now blind, unable to use her 
limbs and can no longer com- 
municate. At the time of their 
announcement that they had 
given up the fi gh t to save them, 
the Daniels signed forms say- 
ing that there should be no life 
support for the children. Speak- 
ing at the time, Barry Daniels 
said: “It was agonising, heart- 
breaking, dreadful, but we have 
to do what is best for our kids. 
It is not a decision we ever 
wanted to have to make ... But 


we have decided that when 
Rhys and Charty next fall ill or 
get an infection we don't want 
them being rushed to hospital 
and having needles and tubes 
stuck in them. We don’t want 
them to be resuscitated We 
want them here at home where 
we can soak them up in our love 
and let them die peacefully." 

Rhys became the first child 
in the world to have a bone mar- 
row transplant for Batten's dis- 
ease after his father spent 
months persuading doctors to 
carry it out Then Westminster 
Children's Hospital, where he 
was being treated, was dosed 
and it took further months of 
searching to find a hospital 
prepared to carry out the 
surgery. The Daniels chal- 


lenged the government's deci- 
sion to dose the Westminster 
hospital in the High Court 
which conduded that the deci- 
sion had cost Rhys “valuable, 
perhaps vital time". The trans- 
plant was finally conducted at 
the Bristol Royal Hospital for 
Sick Children. It failed, and so 
did a second, leaving Rhys 
prone to infections. 

Mr Daniels, who founded a 
charity to raise money for suf- 
ferers of the disease for which 
he now works full time, said he 
had never regretted the treat- 
ment Rhys had endured be- 
cause it might have worked. 
“Mju don’t know until you try it," 
he said. The couple has a sec- 
ond daughter Bliss, almost two, 
who does not have the disease. 




Ross replaces Norman. And why not? 


sse ]1 ‘ 



**r 

•1 


ft 

LLP 


Ross: Film critic role is 
■fantastically exciting' 


BARRY NORMAN had a leather 
armchair Jonathan Ross, un- 
veiled by the BBC yesterday as 
its chief film reviewer’s suc- 
cessor gets a black sofa. And 
why not? 

The former presenter of The 
Last Resort has beaten off a 
strong challenge from Mariel- 
la Frostrup, who presented 
The Little Picture Show on 
ITV to land what almost every- 
one considers the best job In 
television- The new series, Film 
99, begins next spring. 

The final decision was made 
by Peter Salmon, controller of 
BBCl, after watching pilot 


By Rhys Williams 

shows featuring Mr Ross and 
Ms Frostrup in a dash of vocal 
idiosyncrasies - the former's 
difficulty with the letter “R" 
against the latter’s cigarette as- 
sisted buskin ess. 

It is understood approaches 
were also made to Johnny 
Vkughan. presenter of Channel 
4’s Big Breakfast and sometime 
celebrity interviewer; but they 
foundered after negotiations 
with his employer. Hanet 24. 

“If s a fantastically exciting 
way of entering the new yean” 
Ross said yesterday, “knowing 


that a large part of my week will 
involve me sitting on my back- 
side watching movies." 

His appointment concludes 
a three-year search by the BBC 
for ways to refresh the film 
show. The corporation was 
happy to let Norman, who had 
spent 26 years in the job, leave 
gracefully. The opportunity fi- 
nally presented itself in July 
when he left for a lucrative con- 
tract with the satellite television 
broadcaster Sky. 

As well as hiring a new pre- 
senter and breaking up the 
uniformity of the old format 
with mare studio interviews, Mr 


Salmon is believed to be to 
looking at an earlier slot to help 
to broaden appeal 
At 38, Ross is practically an 
elder statesman of light enter- 
tainment. After the ground- 
breaking The Last Resort, 
made by his production com- 
pany Channel X, Ross went on 
to present ibnight With 
Jonathan Ross. Jonathan Ross 
Presents and Saturday Zoo. He 
even satin fbr Terry Wbgan on 
the veteran broadcaster's peak- 
time BBCl chat-show and is 
seen once a year gamely at- 
tempting to revive the flagging 
Comedy Awards. 
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Pupils facing 


longer trips 


to school 


MORE five-year-olds will have 
to be bused to school because 
of the Government's class-size 
policy, according to a new sur- 
vey of local authorities. 

Officials say the number of 
five-year-olds forced to travel 
longer distances because their 
local schools are full will rise as 
ministers enforce the restric- 
tion of 30 on infont-class sizes. 

A promise to reduce class 
sizes for five, six and seven- 
year-olds was one of Labour’s 
election pledges. Ministers 
have told local authorities that 
no one must be denied a place 
at a popular school as class 
sizes are reduced. 

They are spending £60m this 
year and a further £560m over 
the next three years to allow 
popular schools to expand 
with extra buildings and more 
teachers. 

But local authorities say the 
reality is more complicated. 
One London authority, Harin- 
gey, has told parents that their 
chances of obtaining a place at 
a popular school on appeal are 
likely to be reduced because of 
the class-size policy. 

The survey of 32 English 
local authorities carried out by 
the National Union of Tbachers 
challenges the Government's 
view that parental choice will 
not be affected by the class-size 
reductions. 

More infan t pupils will also 
be taught in mixed-age classes 
- a practice that is unpopular 
with parents and controver- 
sial among teachers. Inspectors 


BY JUDITH JUDD 
Education Editor 


from the Office for Standards in 
Education said that mixed-age 
classes were more difficult to 
teach and might jeopardise the 
national literacy strategy. 

The survey says building 
work to cope with bigger class 
sizes in the first authorities to 
receive government money has 
already begun. 

More teachers are also 
being employed but the survey 
suggests that, in at least one au- 
thority. many of these are not 
new teachers but those facing 
redundancy. 

Doug McAvoy, the NUT’S 
general secretary, said smaller 
classes would bring benefits to 
children's education. But he 
added: ‘‘Knowing the problems 
allows both local authorities and 
Government an opportunity to 
overcome them or limit their 
impact One area for further 
work is examining the effect of 
the policy on the number of 
pupils in mixed-age classes.” 

About a quarter of children 
are already in mixed-aged 
classes, and Graham Lane, 
chairman of the Local Gov- 
ernment Association’s educa- 
tion committee, said: “There is 
no evidence that mixed-age 
teaching is harmfuL Ofsted 
should end its opposition to it 
By 2001 there will probably be 
very few infant classes of more 
than 30. It will be a major 
achievement It is true that it 
does reduce to some extent 


parental preference.” Minis- 
ters say 140,000 children start- 
ed school this term in smaller 
classes and L600 teachers have 
been employed. 

David Willetts, Tory educa- 
tion spokesman, said: “We have 
asked the Government sever- 
al times for an assurance that 
this polity will be delivered 
without reducing parental 
choice and without an increase 
in mixed-age classes. They 
have never given that guaran- 
tee and we know why ... The 
Government is imposing this 
policy without taking account of 
local circumstances.” 

■The Arts in schools and 
teacher tr aining courses are 
being pushed out of the 
timetable by the Government’s 
Insistence that teachers con- 
centrate on literacy and nu- 
meracy says the Royal Society 
for the encouragement of Arts, 
Manufactures and Commerce. 

Primary schools are aban- 
doning singing only a small mi- 
nority of 25-year-olds study 
music and teacher training in- 
stitutions relegate the arts to 
brief taster courses, it says. 

In a report The Disappear- 
ing Arts?, the society says that 
one primary school in five plans 
to cut back music and foe same 
number have already reduced 
singing. After 14, only 8 per cent 
of pupils take music, 19 per cent 
drama and 36 per cent art 

A survey of 33 teacher train- 
ing institutions reveals that 
many are abandoning arts 
specialisms. 




BY NICHOLAS SCHOON 


Swan research officer Jenny Earle releasing Brockbank, a Rewick’s swan which survived being shot in the face, 
into Rushy Pen lake at the Wildfowl and Whtlands Trust bird sanctuary in Stimbridge yesterday Barry Batchelor 


Call for ‘grey tsar’ to champion the elderly 


THE ELDERLY should get 
their own “grey tsar" - a min- 
ister to champion their cause 
and promote policy across gov- 
ernment departments, the 
Royal Commission into care of 
the elderly will recommend in 
the new year. 

It will also call for a guar- 
antee of free care for those in 
old age and a national com- 
mission to deal with what they 
see as inconsistent and poor- 
quality care. 

The draft report, which is 
expected to be handed to the 
Government at the end of Jan- 
uary, says there should be a 
division between “hotel” costs 
(accommodation) and nurs- 
ing care costs. 

This means that when peo- 


By Glenda cooper 
S ocial Affairs Correspondent 


VTHE IN DEPENDENT 


pie enter care homes they 
would have to pay only for 
their accommodation, reducing 
die chances that they would be 
forced to sell the family home 
to pay for their care. 

The commission was set up 
in December last year by 
Frank Dobson, the Secretary of 
State for Health, who asked it 
to find a “fair and affordable” 
way of funding long-term care. 
It is expected to say that a min- 
ister is needed to monitor the 
need for continuing change. A 
national care commission 
would also use benchmarks 
and a strengthened inspection 
regime to deal with poor- 



quality care in both private 
and council homes as well as 
ensuring that inequalities 
across the country are ironed 
out “The care commission 
could look at standards at a 
wider level. It would be an all- 
encompassing body," said the 
source. 

The most radical part of 


the package would be the guar- 
antee of free care for the el- 
derly.. Under the present 
means-tested system, which is 
highly unpopular; all those with 
savings of less than £10,000 
have their nursing-home fees 
paid for by the state. Those 
with savings of up to £16,000 
have to pay for part of the fees 
while those with higher savings 
pay the foil cost This has led 
to many elderly people being 
forced to sell their homes. 

Under the commission's 
plans, hotel costs would remain 
means-tested but nursing and 
personal-care costs would be 
free whether a person is cared 
for in their own home or in a 
residential or nursing home. 

By having to pay only 


“hotel” costs, elderly people 
would be far less Hkelytolose 
all their assets, as can happen 
under the present system. Ac- 
cordingto a sourcedose to the 
. commission, the change would 
cost the" Treasury between 
£800m and £lbn each yean 
Of this, £380m would be re- 
quired as new money. “The 
rest is already in the system 
and would just need to be re- 
distributed," said the source. 
“The Treasury is not going to 
get whacked with a huge bill” 
But a minority on the com- 
mission believes that the cost 
of such an approach would be 
far too high- Added to that, 
those who would gain the most 
advantage are the better off, 
because the poorest are al- 


ready covered by the means- 
test system. The result is that 
government officials think 
there will be a “substantial mi- 
nority' report” - or at least a 
“strongnote of dissent", when 
it is finally delrvered- 

A spokeswoman for the 
charity Age Concern said it had 
always argued that health- 
care costs should be free for 
the elderly and added that it 
would like to see a commission 
with overriding responsibility 
for community standards. But 
she added that the charity 
would prefer to see the inter- 
ministerial group taking re- 
sponsibility for old people 
rather than one “grey tsar”, 
which “could see old people la- 
belled in one particular way”. 
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preacher 

Soper t 

is dead 


M0 


n to 


LORD SOPER, one of Britain’s 
best known and most popular 
churchmen, died at his London 
home yesterday. . 

The S5-year-okl Labour peer 

had carried on with bis open-air 

preaching, in the finest 
Methodist tradition, until three 
weeks ago, when a chest in- 
fection set in. He <fied sitting in 
his favourite chair, shortly after 
returning from hospital- ~ 

Tributes came from across 
the political spectrum last 
night, but they were from a 
world that the uncompromising 
preacher was finding more 
and more difficult to recognise. 

Lord Soper was a lifelong 

pacifist whose final days were 
marked by British bombs 
falling on Iraq. And he was 
proud to call himself a social- 
ist when much of the Labour 
Party’s leadership had come to 
fee) uneasy about the word. 

Tony Blair, the Prime Min- 
ister, said: “Lord Soper was a 
fine Christian and a man of 


richar 
win. i a 


spoke with both passion. and 
conviction and won the respect 
of many, many people, even 
those who did not always agree 
with what he had to say.” 

The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, Dr George Carey said: “As 
a teacher; prophet evangelist 
and social reformer he stood 
firmly within the Methodist 
tradition but his gifts have en- 
dowed us all” 

Much of his life was devoted 
to campaigning. He served as 
presided of the League Against 
Cruel Sports and chaired the 
housing charity Shelter; in the 
Seventies. He championed the 
ordination of women and rights 
for homosexuals long before 
these were mainstream causes. 
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IRAQ CRISIS 


Divided UN looks again to its 



KOFI ANNAN, the United Na- 
tions Secretary-General, is ex- 
pected to play the central role 
in attempting to end the dead- 
lock gripping the UN Security 
Council after last week’s 70- 
hour war on Iraq by the Unit- 
ed States and Britain and find 
a new approach towards 
ending sanctions imposed on 
Baghdad. 

As the council resumed con- 
sultations on policy on Iraq 
yesterday with little sign that 
the divisions within it would 
easily be bridged, Russia was 
preparing to table a draft state- 


By David Usborne 
in New York 

ment that would invite Mr 
Annan to take the initiative to 
try’ to find a way through the 
policy impasse. Sergey Lavrov, 
the Russian ambassador to the 
UN, was to meet Mr Annan last 
night to make a si milar appeal 
for help. 

Diplomats in New York 
warned, however, that it might 
be several weeks before a new 
consensus on Iraq could be re- 
established in the badly frac- 
tured coundL While there is still 


unity among members that 
President Saddam Hussein 
must be preventing from re- 
taining or developing weapons 
of mass destruction, there are 
sharply diverging views on how 
that can be achieved. 

Britain and the United States 
are lonely in the council in in- 
sisting that the dual approach 
towards Iraq of the last eight 
years remains valid. This would 
imply the return of Unscom. the 
UN special commission, and its 
weapons inspectors to Iraq and 
the maintenance of hill eco- 
nomic sanctions until Iraq fi- 


nally demonstrates that it is free 
of ail the proscribed weaponry. 
"We are not the most popular 
people here.” one British 
source noted. 

Most vexing is the future of 
Unscom and its chairman, 

Richard Butler. Since the bomb- 
ing, Iraq has repeatedly de- 
nounced Unscom and its chief 
and said it will no longer accept 
both the intrusions of its in- 
spectors and the continuing 
sanctions. "Iraq cannot tolerate 
the embargo and Unscom.” 
Tariq Aziz, the Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Ministeq said on Monday. 


Mr Butier. a former Aus- 
tralian UN ambassador has 
come under fierce criticism 
from China and Russia. Both 
are pressing for his dismissa l on 
the basis that the report he sub- 
mitted last week, which trig- 
gered the strikes, unfairly 
characterised Iraqi work with 
inspectors. Britain and the US. 
however have come to his sup- 
port. Thomas Pickering the 
US under-secretary of state, 
visited Mr Annan in New York 
to dissuade him from recom- 
mending changes to Unscom or 
the re moral of Mr Butler. 
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s_Graffiti on a 2,0001b laser-guided bomb waiting last week to be loaded on to a fighter jet for a United States air strike on Iraq. 
Apologised yesterday, saying the scribbling was 'thoughtless', and there was ‘no place for religious intolerance* 

MoD declares Tornado [9[ 
bomb raids a success Bi 


The Pentagon 
AP 


The Secretary -General, who 
saw Last week’s bombing cam- 
paign as a defeat for him per- 
sonally and for his efforts to 
forestall violence in the Gulf; has 
been holding talks with a stream 
of diplomats from council mem- 
ber governments. He has also 
created a task force of advisers 
to consider new approaches to 
the Iraq conundrum. Leading 
the group is his undent secretary- 
gen era! for arms control Jayan- 
tha Dhanapala. 

Aides to Mr Annan denied, 
however, that he was poised to 
interject proposals of his own 


in the council. "He is meeting 
with all sides and is open to all 
shades of opinion to make sure 
that if there is any way of mov- 
ing forward to an agreement he. 
would able to help.” one senior 
official remarked. “Different 
governments are peddlidg var- 
ious formulas and we are lis- 
tening very attentively". 

Options may include dis- 
mantling Unscom and spin- 
ning of its functions to various 
bodies, such as the Hague- 
based Organisation for the Pro- 
hibition of Chemical Weapons. 
France, meanwhile, has sug- 


gested a shift from intrusive 
weapons inspections to long- 
term monitoring in Iraq and a 
relaxing of the sanctions 
regime to allow Iraq to import, 
under supervision, all the food 
and medicine it needs. 

Yesterday, Mr Butler dis- 
missed calls for his resignation 
as a “red herring”. He added; “I 
ask you this: is it about me or a 
personality, or is it about sub- 
stance? The substance is the dis- 
armament of Iraq. No one in the 
Security Council is saying any- 
thing else. They have various 
views on how to do that” 


France supplied 
information to 


help air strikes 


FRANCE CONTRIBUTED indi- 
rectly to the American and 
British air raids on Iraq, sup- 
plying aerial reconnaissance 
pictures that helped in the se- 
lection of targets. 

The French flights, over 
southern Iraq, ended as soon as 
the attacks began last week, but 
the information - including 
electronic surveillance of anti- 
aircraft sites -helped the Allies 
to prepare their four nights of 
attacks. 

The limited French role, re- 
vealed yesterday in the news- 
paper Liberation, points to the 
delicately balanced approach 
adopted by Paris to the latest 
Iraqi crisis. Although France re- 
fused to play any direct part in 
the raids, it did not condemn 
them and it placed most of the 
blame for the US-Britisb puni- 
tive action on Saddam Hussein. 

This contrasts with a more 
overtly critical, almost pro- 
Iraqi. approach taken by 
French governments towards 
the floundering US policy in the 
region in the past fouryears. It 
also contrasts with the violent 
condemnations of the raids on 
Iraq in recent days by all 
French newspapers and by all 
strands of political opinion in 
France, from the Communists 
to the National Front. 

Yesterday, Paul Quiles, a 


by John Lichfield 
in Paris 

Socialist former defence min- 
ister, chairman of the defence 
committee in the National As- 
sembly. and a confidant of the 
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin, 
accused the US and Britain of 
trying to blow up the credibility 
of the United Nations Security 
Council, as well as strategic 
targets in Iraq. 

Air raids could not police 
nuclear non-proliferation, he 
said but they could mortally 
wound the prestige of the 
UN and its secretary-general 
and - if not opposed - set a 
precedent for unilateral US ac- 
tions elsewhere. 

In private, French officials 
are also extremely critical of the 
timing, motives and usefulness 
of the latest air attacks. They 
have also cast doubt on the neu- 
trality of Richard Butleq the 
head of the UN inspection team. 

But diplomats in Paris say 
the Jospin government - with 
backing from President 
Jacques Chirac - has decided 
to adopt publicly a more bal- 
anced approach. The aim is to 
avoid falling into the trap of 
being cast in the Anglo-Saxon 
press as reflectively anti- 
American and motivated by 
selfish, commercial considera- 


tions. The Iraqi government has 
complained bitterly about its 
apparent desertion by Paris, 
which left Moscow as its only 
heavyweight ally. 

Diplomats believe part of 
the strategy is to place France 
in a better position to play a pos- 
itive role in the “after-raid" ne- 
gotiations now going on at the 
UN. Both Britain and the US 
have been pleased with the 
lack of outright criticism from 
Paris. The French government 
hopes that, in return, they will 
be more ready to listen to its 
ideas about how to end the per- 
manent Iraqi cycle of punish- 
ment and lack of response. 

Paris wants Mr Butler’s in- 
spection team to be replaced by 
a less confrontational, perma- 
nent UN monitoring presence 
in Iraq. It is also pushing for a 
further easing of the oil em- 
bargo to give Iraq - and the 
Iraqi people - a bigger stake in 
co-operation with the interna- 
tional community. Revenues 
from such a relaxation of the 
embargo would have to be used 
to improve the daily lives of 
Iraqis, not to build palaces or 
weapons for Saddam Hussein. 

This runs counter to the US 
and British approach, which 
envisages no solution in Iraq 
while President Saddam re- 
mains in power. 


^ F 


■ iwi TORNADO bombers hit 
and destroyed three-quarters of 
their allotted targets in Oper- 
ation Desert fbx, the Ministry 
of Defence said yesterday. 

None of the bombs that 
missed hit civilian targets, the 
ministry said. 

Of the 36 missions planned for 
the 12 British bombers between 
Thursday and Saturday last 
week, 32 actually took off and 28 
completed their missions. 

lie figures were given at a 
battle damage assessment hrief- 
fog, which gave a hit rate of 85 
cent Inducting more than 400 
cruise missile attacks. Of these. 
11 per cent hit the targets but 
inflicted only light damage. 

“Clearly we are very pleased 
with these results, which rep- 
resent our current assessment 
of the combined American and 
British attacks," said Air Mar- 
shal John Day, deputy chief of 
the defence staff and director 
of operations. “Taken in isola- 
tion, the Royal Air Force's suc- 


By John Davison 

cess rate matches these over- 
all statistics.” 

Of the u targets given to the 
RAF by operational planners 
from the total of 100, six involved 
Iraqi air defences, two were 
against command and control 
facilities, a further two against 
the Republican Guard and one 
airfield was also attacked. 

This was at TalilL, where 
Saddam Hussein was devel- 
oping bis L29 programme of un- 
manned planes designed to 
spray chemical and biological 
weapons. A picture taken hours 
after this attack showed the 
hangar destroyed 

Questioned on the subject of 
civilian casualties, officials said 
no assessment had been car- 
ried out because only the Iraqis 
would have any figures and 
those could not be trusted 

One of the criteria by which 
targets had been selected was 
on the risk of such “collateral 


damage” and only military sites 
had been attacked Some 
deaths among civilian staff 
would, however, have been 
inevitable. 

“We deeply regret any loss of 
civilian life, but we believe we 
have been successful in keep- 
ing civilian casualties and col- 
lateral damage to a minimum," 
said Air Marshal Day. “As far as 
we know, there were no 
weapons which struck civilian 
targets. None of the weapons 
which foiled to hit their intended 
targets hit civilian targets." 

The operation had succeed- 
ed across the range of aims, he 
said These included damage to 
President Saddam's ability to 
produce and repair ballistic 
missiles, which would take at 
least a year to rebuild and 
damage to air defences, which 
would take years to rebuild The 
raids had also set back his 
biological and chemical 
weapons programme, and hit 
the Republican Guard units in 


charge of these facilities. To- 
gether the raids had reduced 
President Saddam’s ability to 
threaten his neighbours and left 
him vulnerable to further mil- 
itary action by the West 

“As a consequence of our at- 
tacks on his military capability, 
and particularly on those forces 
closely associated with his 
weapons of mass destruction 
concealment programme, those 
close to Saddam will realise that 
we have the ability and the will 
to target the regime, as distinct 
from the Iraqi people," said Air 
Marshal Day. 

Iraq said yesterday West- | 
era war planes fired two rock- 
ets near the southern city of 
Basra in the first military action 
since the air strikes, but the US 
and Britain denied it. 

Iraq said four formations of 
planes violated a demilitarised 
zone between Iraq and Kuwait 
early yesterday. Hours later 
five formations returned and 
fired two rockets near Basra. 


Carey backs the use of force 


THE ARCHBISHOP of Canter- 
bury backed the Government 
yesterday over its decision to 
bomb Iraq, describing the mili- 
tary action as “a sad necessity" . 

Dr George Carey ngected the 
World Council of Churches' 
<WCO opinion that the allies^ at- 
tack was “a profoundly cynical 
act” and said that those who be- 
lieved the bombing was wrong 

had foiled to come up with a “sat- 
isfactory solution”. 

Asked if he thought the 
bombing was necessary. Dr 
Carey told BBC Radio 4’s 
Today programme: “T do not 
know what alternatives there 
were when Saddam Hussein re- 
fused to allow inspectors in to 
look at these factories which 
were capable of producing 
chemical weapons. 

.“I am not a politician, ail we 
is the evidence given to 
u^ by the UN and others, so 
those who actually believe that 


By Clare Garner 

this is wrong ... haven’t pro- 
duced a satisfactory solution to 
say what other alternatives 
were possible.” 

He added that it was time to 
look forward “What we must by 
to do is to help the suffering 
Iraqi people,” he said. “People 
often forget that in the Middle 
East and in Iraq there are 
Christian communities as well” 

The WCC, an independent 
body with 332 member church- 
es, has condemned the bomb- 
ing of Iraq. At the weekend the 
Pope was critical of the attacks, 
saying that war would never be 
an appropriate way to solve in- 
ternational problems. 

Dr Carey - who has chosen 
the theme of “security and in- 
security” for his Christmas Day 
sermon - insisted yesterday 
that the WWC “does not speak 
for all Christian churches". 



Dr George Carey: Strikes 
were *a sad necessity* 

In an interview to be broad- 
cast on 25 December by the 
World Service, he says that 
1998 has been a very deeply in- 
secure year for many people. 

“Just think of ... Hurricane 
Mitch, leaving so many people 
dead and homeless; you think of 


Bangladesh and the flooding; 
you think of the trouble in the 
Middle East in Palestine, and 
the recent bombings in Iraq.” 

He repeats that he is not a 
politician, but is kept informed 
about world affairs by the For- 
eign Secretary. “When you are 
a religious leader you must try 
to influence affairs behind the 
scenes ... the use of force must 
only be a last resort” 

■ Dr Carey named the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Thomas Cranmei; author of the 
Book of Common Prayer, as his 
choice in the "Ibday programme 
poll for personality of the mil- 
lennium. “Next year we will be 
celebrating the 450th anniversary 
of the 1549 Book of Common 
Prayer and what the [book] has 
done for the English language is 
quite amazing” he said. “It has 
enriched our language, we owe 
so much to it We owe so much 
to Thomas Crannies" 
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Bosnia’s Serbs and Muslims wrangle over 


Jews’ holy book 


BOSNIA'S SERBS and Muslims 
are engaged in an ill-tempered 
struggle over one of the 
Balkan state's holiest and most 
fragile treasures, the sixth- 
century Haggadah. 

The Jewish sacred book was 
brought to Sarajevo after the 
Jews were expelled from Spain 
in 1492 and received sanctuary 
in the more tolerant atmos- 
phere of Bosnia, then a “vi- 
layet", or province, of the 


By Marcus Tanner 


Ottoman empire- Since then a 
Jewish community speaking 
Ladino, akin to medieval Span- 
ish, lived in harmony with the 
city’s mostly Muslim population 
until the Bosnian war of the 
1990s, after which most Bosn- 
ian Jews quit the ruins for 
Israel 

Now the Bosnian Serbs, who 
make up about a third of 


Rift hits 


Likud’s 


election 


chances 


A SENIOR member of Benjamin 

Netanyahu's right-wing Likud, 
Dan Meridor; jumped ship yes- 
terday and announced that he 
would campaign against the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister at the 
head of a new centrist party. 

Other defections are ex- 
pected after Mr Netanyahu’s 
humiliating parliamentary de- 
feat on Monday night During 
the session the Israeli parlia- 
ment the Knesset voted for 
early elections and rejected 
the tough terms set by the gov- 
ernment for continuing the 
Wye peace accord with the 
Palestinians. 

The Likud leader is bong as- 
sailed from both right and left 
in his seven-party coalition, by 
those who will never forgive 
him for signing the Wye deal in 
October with the Palestinian 
leader, Yasser Arafat and by 
those who condemn him for 
halting itbefore the ink was dry. 

Mr Meridor; who resigned as 
Mr Netanyahu’s finance min- 
ister 18 months ago, told re- 
porters yesterday; “The 
country is in a serious crisis, 
diplomatically, economically, 
socially, morally and, most im- 
portant from the point of view 
of leadership.” 

The 51-year-old lawyer en- 
tered Likud politics 20 years ago 
as a protege of the party’s 
founding father, Menachem 
Begin. 

He insisted that Mr Ne- 
tanyahu had to be replaced 
but saw no chance of unseating 
him within the Likud. 

Mr Meridor is expected to 
join forces with General Amnon 
Shahak, who retired earlier 
this year as Israel’s chief of 
staff 

They will decide nearer 
polling day which of them has 
the better chance of winning the 
premiership. Although he has 
□ot yet announced his pro- 
gramme, General Shahak is 
leading the field in early sur- 
veys of public opinion. 

Two members of Mr Ne- 
tanyahu’s Cabinet - the dovish 
Defence Minister, Yitzhak 
Mordechai, and the hawkish 


By Eric Silver 
in Jerusalem 


fn irirnmiipiiHnns Minis ter 

Limor Livnat - are hinting that 
they will try to topple the 
Prime Minister from within 
the Likud. Uzi Landau, a hard- 
line senior backbencher, is 
preparing to join them. 

Mr Netanyahu’s predeces- 
sor; Yitzhak Shamir; joined the 
attack on the Prime Minister, 
accusing him yesterday of de- 
stroying the parly. 

At the same time Menachem 
Begbi’s son, Benny, is plan- 
ning to leave the Likud and 
launch a parly to challenge Mr 
Netanyahu from the right 

“There is an urgent need,” 
the former science minister 
explained, “for a political body 
that would represent those 
many people who were the 
most enthusiastic and loyal 
supporters of Mr Netanyahu in 
the last elections and [who] feel 
today that they have been to- 
tally betrayed." 

In radio and television in- 
terviews a chastened Mr Ne- 
tanyahu said that he would put 
his faith in the “silent majori- 
ty” who had elected him two 
years ago. 

“I have no doubt that when 
we start the race, the 150,000 to 
200,000 Likud voters will give 
me massive support” he said. 
“They know very well that only 
1 at tee head of the Likud, can 
lead the country.” 

Polls published yesterday 
suggest however; that public 
confidence in Mr Netanyahu is 
slipping. La a straight fight the 
Labour opposition leader; Ehud 
Barak, leads Mr Netanyahu by 
44 per cent to 40, while Mr Sha- 
hak enjoys a 13-point advantage 
<49-36). Apart from the crisis 
over the peace process, tee 
Likud's working-class voters 
are angry about rising inflation, 
running at an annual rate of 9 
per cent a shrinking jobs mar- 
ket and under-funded social 
services. 

Israeli commentators are 
almost united in dismissing Mr 
Netanyahu’s chances of victo- 


Explosive end 
to crematorium 


A FRENCH court ordered an 82- 
year- old widow to pay £13,000 
to a crematorium that was 
wrecked when a heart 
pacemaker exploded during 
the cremation of her husband's 
body. 

The deceased man's doctor 
was ordered to pay another 
£26,000 in damages for failing 
to warn the crematorium that 
the body contained the device. 

Experts told the court, in 
Grenoble, that tee chemicals in 
the pacemaker's battery 
exploded with tee force of two 
grams of TNT - enough to fire 
a 161b artillery shell at a speed 
of 60mph. The furnace at the 
crematorium, at Gl&res, near 
Grenoble, was extensively 


By John Lichfield 


damaged by tee blast The 
widow signed a form on which 
she was asked whether there 
was a pacemaker in her hus- 
band’s body. She ticked tee box 
that said “No", even though the 
device had been fitted only 
eight months earlier The doc- 
tor did not check whether a 
pacemaker was in place. 

After six years of legal 
wrangling, the court decided 
both were negligent but took 
into account the age and emo- 
tional state of the widow at tee 
time. She was ordered to pay 
one-third of the damages and 
the doctor - who has since 
retired - two-thirds. 


KEN LIVINGSTONE 


Short-term, manipulative, 
divisive - Netanyahu is a 
natural for the White House 


IN THE WEDNESDAY RFATOV PAGE 4 


Bosnia's population but control 
nearly half the republic's ter- 
ritory want a third share in tee 
treasure. They are not asking 
fora literal division of tee book, 
which would mean tearing out 
more than 30 of the 109 pages, 
but a third ownership, meaning 
that it would spend a third of its 
time in the Bosnian Serb me- 
tropolis of Banja Luka in 
Bosnia’s North-west 
The Sarajevo Haggadah has 


won an important place in the 
hearts of many Bosnians in re- 
cent decades, a significance 
that transcends the book’s lit- 
eral value. It is an emblem of 
the state's antiquity, its multi- 
cultural traditions and, in some 
ways, of the nation’s survival. 

In tee Second World War 
the Nazi occupiers of Yu- 
goslavia made great efforts to 
hunt down the Haggadah, 
which was smuggled out of the 


Sarajevo museum in the nick of 
time by tee museum’s Croat 
and Muslim curators and hid- 
den in tee hills until the war was 
over After liberation in 1945 it 
returned to the city. 

When Sarajevo was be- 
sieged by tee Bosnian Serbs in 
1992 and tee museum was bom- 
barded, the Haggadah was re- 
moved under shellfire and 
hidden in the vaults of the Na- 
tional Bank, being brought out 


briefly fur display in tee 500th 
anniversary celebrations of 
city’s Jewish community in 
1993. 

Thus, at a time when 
Bosnia’s Jewish community is 
but a shadow of its former self, 
tee city’s most famous Jewish 
text h as, ironically never been 
more famous or more sought 
after. 

Jakob find, the head of the 
Jewish Community organisa- 


tion, is reported as saying that 
the manuscript ought to 
in the capital principally be- 
cause Bosnia’s Christian com- 
munities, Orthodox Serbs and 
Catholic Croats, showed sue* 
scant respect for their rivals 
cultural and religious monu- 
ments. “They [the Serbs] blew 
up the Ferhadjja, the others 
blew up tee Old Bridge, Mr 

Find said, referring to tee 16th- 

century mosque blown up by 


the Serbs in Baiija Luka end tiie ~ 

Otto man bridge in the southern 
city of Mostar blown up by the • . . . 
Croats. The two buildings were N, 
among Bosnia’s greatest ar- ; 
diitectural treasures. . 

“Now, everybody wants his : 
own museum," Mr Find added. 

“The Hng g a ^ a h is proof of the . 

multi-ethnicity in Bosnia. It is 

t iW aimn in lufirvl ‘ 



Peace drive 
in limbo as 

Palestinians 
ponder UDI 


A Greek Orthodox priest removes a lamp for cleaning at the Church of the Nativity In Bethlehem Reuters 


ry. “Last night he left the Knes- 
set beaten, humiliated, dis- 
graced, friendless, without 
allies, with no one having a good 
word to say about him,” the 
Maartv tabloid newspaper said 
yesterday. 

“People who only a few 
weeks ago described him as un- 
beatable speak of him today as 


a political corpse." The media 
were reluctant, however, to 
write his political obituary at 
such an eariy stage of a contest 
that may stretch into the spring 
Mr Netanyahu is a re- 
sourceful, aggressive cam- 
paigner who proved his mettle 
against tee odds during the last 
election. The freeze on the 


peace process caused by the 
election is drawing bitter 
protests from tee Palestinians, 
who call the political turmoil an 
internal Israeli affair and insist 
that Israel is still bound to the 
Wye accord, just as it is to 
other pre-existing internation- 
al agreements. 

“It’s really unfortunate that 


the only thing that Mr Ne- 
tanyahu has decided to stop is 
the peace process with us,” said 
tee chief Palestinian negotiator, 
Saeb Erekat “I think this is a 
very grave development" 

The elections are likely to 
take place by the end of April. 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 


THE CALLING of early elections 
in Israel has simplified no one's 
life in the Middle East conflict 
least of all that ofYSasser Arafat 
The Palestinian president must 
decide whether to declare 
statehood in May, as he has so 
often promised, or delay the 
move and risk a fresh explosion 
of frustration among his people, 
which would only play into the 
hands of Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Last night reaction in the 
Arab worid to tee collapse of Mr 
Netanyahu’s government was 
conspicuous by its absence. It 
reflects one of two things: un- 
certainty over what will come 
after the detested Mr Ne- 
tanyahu. or despair that any- 
thing can now resurrect the 
so-called peace process. 

Israel’s implementation of 
the two-month-old land-fbr- 
peace deal in Yfye, Maryland, 
stands suspended until the 
Palestinians have fulfilled a 
raft of new conditions imposed 
by the outgoing Prime Minister 
to placate his right wing. 

That was not changed by 
yesterday's meaningless state- 
ment from Jerusalem that it is 
ready to proceed with imple- 
mentation of Wye even during 
tee campaign, assuming the 
Palestinians go along with then- 
end of a “bargain” unilaterally 
imposed by Israel. 

In reality, everything is 
frozen after Palestinian rejec- 
tion of the demands set out on 
Sunday by the Likud-led Cabi- 
net* abandonment of the right 
to declare their own state, the 
surrender of their claims to 
Jerusalem, an end to violence, 
and acknowledgement that Mr 
Netanyahu had not after all 
agreed to set free Palestinians 
jailed for murder 

An election date will be set 
next week but Palestinians as- 
sume Mr Netanyahu will try to 
hold it in late April as near as 
possible to the 4 May deadline 
imposed by the 1993 Oslo ac- 
cords far a final Isnaeli-Pales- 
tmian settlement, which makes 
that day the trigger for a pos- 
sible unilateral declaration of a 
Palestinian state on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“May 4 is a sacred date,” said 
Nabil Abu Rdainah, a close 
aide of the Palestinian presi- 
dent “Nothing can stop us de- 
claring a state on that date, and 
the Israeli elections should not 
be used to delay implementa- 


by Rupert Cornwell 


tion of the agreement” In truth, 
delay is inevitable. 

The risk therefore is that tee 
Palestinians, who have already •• 
taken violently to the streets in . ;. . 
protest at Mr Netanyahu's re- ^ 
fusal to implement the Wye 
terms, will do so again. This ‘ . 
would provide new grist tor 
tee his tough security plat-.. ; . • 
form, just as his razor-thin vie- v : 
tory over the Labour leader; 
Shimon Peres, was probably . ’ 
clinched by Palestinian suicide 
bombings in early 1996. ' : ’ _ T ; 

The overriding hope of the 
Palestinians, the Arab world, \ : 
and tee Clinton administration 
is victory for Ehud Barak’s^.' . . 
Labour party or tee moderate ' 
Amnon Shahak, a former chief -" . 
of staff who has not evenan- , 
nounced he will be a candidate, ' 


if h 



Netan; 
well p 


m: Violence may 
into his hands 


but, according to polls, would v 
trounce Mr Netanyahu in a ; 
head-to-head direct election. • 
This could see a centrist- 
Labour coalition that might re- 
suscitate the “peace process”: 

While Mr Netanyahu vows to . 
annex land around Jewish set^' j 
tiements on the West Rank anm . 
in areas he deems vital for Is- ; 
reel's security if Mr Arafat ’• 
crosses the Rubicon of state- /?,• 
hood on 4 May, Mr Barak has •• 
not tipped his hand . 

But yesterday he warned T - 
Mr Arafat not to declare a state . 
without having negotiated se- 
curity arrangements before-. 
hand. Nor would Israel tolerate ~ 
a Palestinian army, the division •' j" . 
of Jerusalem or a return to.the 
country’s original borders be- 
fore the Six-Day War of 1967.- 

Even a new government in Tv 
Jerusalem will not there fo re ^ ■ 
bring the final settlement much . 7. 
closer. V 
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Quarter of Bolivian coca destroyed 

PRESIDENT HUGO Banzer said Bolivia eradicated nearty 
a quarter of its coca fields during the past year in his 
efforts to end tee country’s production of cocaine. “This is 
an important step in taking Bolivia out of the cocaine 
trafficking circle," Mr Banzer said at a news conference in 
eastern Chapare. where most of the coca leaf is cultivated. 


Yeltsin upbeat despite crime rise 

PRESIDENT BORIS Yeltsin declared “Russia is on the up” 
at a Kremlin award ceremony yesterday - though with 
the news of a rise in crime since August's economic 
crisis, it was difficult to see much progress. Mr Yeltsin 
urged his interior minister to “keep up the fight” after 
new data showed a sharp rise in serious crime this year. 


Retirement move ends in stabbing 

A MAN in Hamond, Indiana, was charged with stabbing 
his wife because she was “not in the Christmas spirit” 
during their move to a retirement home. Police said 
William Fagyas, 32, and his wife, Eleanor, 84, were “tired” 
from tee stress of packing for tee move. 


World’s first octuplets ‘stable’ 

THE WORLD'S first surviving octuplets were in a critical 
but stable condition in a Texas hospital last night Their 
mother Nkem Chukwu, 27. bore the six' girls and two boys 
after taking fertility drugs. One child was bom naturally 
on December 8, the remainder by Caesarean on Sunday. 

Bulgaria’s former king returns 

BULGARIA’S FORMER king arrived in Sofia yesterday to 
celebrate Christmas in his homeland for the first time in 
52 years. Earlier this yean King Simeon II. 61, reclaimed 
Czars ka Bistritsa palace, 40 miles south of Sofia, after the 
high court reversed communist palace nationalisations. 


Mitchell to head inquiry 
into Olympic city sleaze 


Y-- ■ 


THE UNITED STATES was Set 
to announce a new inquiry last 
night into allegations that 
bribes were used to win the 2002 
Winter Olympics for Sait lake 
City. 

There have been allegations 
that “scholarships", free med- 
ical treatment and gifts of shot- 
guns and skis were given to 
members of the International 
Olympic Committee to ensure 
that the Utah state capital won 
the rights to host the games. 

The US Olympic Committee 
announced its own investiga- 
tion into the affair yesterday, to 
be led by former Senator 
George Mitchell, fresh from 
his role in the Northern Ireland 
peace negotiations. 

Mr Mitchell is chairman of 
the USOC's Ethics Oversight 
Committee. He expects to re- 
port to the USOC by the end of 
February. Although his inquiry 
lacks subpoena powers, Mr 
Mitchell said it would delve 
quickly into records supplied by 
the Salt Lake Organizing Com- 
mittee and any evidence of 
criminal wrongdoing would be 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

jpg 

turned over to prosecutors. An ! 

MM 

investigation by the US Justice 


Department was also expected 


to be announced last night. 


Juan Antonio Samaranch, 

President of the IOC, has al- 


ready scheduled a special 


meeting of his executive board 


for late next month to discuss 

A \ 

the allegations, and the SLOCs 


ethics committee is also in- 
vestigating the issue. 

mi 
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Movement is central to the 
USOCs mission and its ability 
to maintain credibility with the 
American people and all those 
who support the nation’s 
Olympic movement,” said the 
USOC president Bill Hybl. 

"We want to ensure Ameri- 
can athletes the chance to re- 
alise their goals and dreams. 
For those and other compelling 
reasons, the USOC must re- 
spond quickly and credibly to 
the allegations and issues." he 
said. 

In a sign that for once there 


Joan Antonio Samaranch: 
Looking into allegations 


may be some serious efforts to 
investigate the allegations, the 
games’ corporate sponsors 
nave expressed their anger 
about the affair. 6 

The telecommunications 
company US West, which is an 
important sponsor of the 2002 
games, is furious teat its name 
has been dragged into the scan- 


organizing Commit- 
5-J p raidenl Frank Joklik, to 

clarify what has transpired 


and what actions the Olympic./ jK 
movement is taking to address./: 
these issues". 

Coca-Cola has also 
pressed its concerns to the 
IOC, “and they assured us they • 
will take swift and deasrreae-^ 
two, and we will monitor Ibei&rj 
to ensure that," said Ben ■ 
Deutch, a spokesman for tee 
company. 

. Robert Helmick, who re^ 
signed from the IOC and thfl 1 
USOC presidency in 1991 after? 
he was accused of a conflicted 
mterest said it was cornnkarfor^f 
sweeteners to be offered-fot 
IOC members. There are “sev-5 
erai IOC members who conlrol - 
olocks of votes [and] are wHL-' 
wg to deliver them for extras 
agant gifts and favours,” lie 
said. •.£ 

The allegations have nOt : 
centred on Salt Lake City pffik* 
aals but on “agents" who 
to broker support 31 
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New hope 
for Clinton 
in Senate 
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History has given Caribbean bananas a special place in Europe, but the US is determined the EU should allow equal treatment for the 'dollar 1 crops Eric Boylett/Katz 

Allies split over banana war 



- ONCE AGAIN, it is war Just 

• > ; days after the United States 
. , ceased its attacks on Iraq, it has 

plunged into another conflict 
.T one where the stakes may be 
.' V just as high, though the casu- 
alty count wiU be lower. 

. .r’ . Tins war is not concerned 
.. V 3? with weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, but with bananas. The US 
says that the European Union 
discriminates against imports 
from American companies; but 
there is no right and wrong in the 
banana war; just various shades 
of grey for rather; yellow). On 
Monday, the US announced pro- 
jected sanctions against a long 
schedule of European exports, 
with Britain at the top of the list, 
and if there is no resolution in the 
nod two months sanctions will 
•'-vjbe applied. 

The dispute has its roots in 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

the voyages of discovery m the 
17th century, when Britain and 
France both picked up clutches 
of Caribbean islands as 
colonies. When those colonies 
became independent, Paris and 
London maintain^ preferen- 
tial trade links and special 
regimes for importing fruit 
However; US companies be- 
came dominant in the formerly 
Spanish colonies in Central 
and South America, often 
maintaining their position by 
supporting violent military 
regimes. They sold mainly to 
the US, and their exports are 
known as “dollar bananas". 

When the Common Market 
was formed in Europe, Britain 
and France maintained special 


links with the Caribbean ba- 
nana producers, while Ger- 
many and other countries kept 
their own free-trade regimes. A 
special protocol was added to 
the 1957 TVeaty of Rome, en- 
suring that amid the drive to 
create a single market, ba- 
nanas were excluded. 

That became a frequent 
cause of conflict with the US, 
which contended its companies 
were being excluded from the 
European market Only in the 
1990s did the EU try to har- 
monise its rules. But die US ar- 
gued that the resulting trade 
regime still discriminates 
against its companies, which 
export bananas from Central 
America. Tbe World Hade Or- 
ganisation (WTO> agreed, and 
the EU has revised its rules -but 
not by enough to satisfy the US. 


The EU likes to portray itself 
as a great benefactor, saying 
that the Caribbean nations 
need the support they get from 
banana exports. In fact the rea- 
son for protecting imports from 
these countries is that they 
are largely made by European 
companies. Though the British 
banana company Geest was 
bought by Ifyffes, the Irish com- 
pany, Britain continues to side 
with the Caribbean countries 
and the companies linked to 
them. So Britain finds itself in 
a group with southern Euro- 
pean countries resisting the 
pursuit of free trade, when it 
would normally be siding with 
Germany and the free-traders. 

The rival Centra] American 
bananas are exported by Amer- 
ican companies, and in partic- 
ular the Big Banana itself. 


Cincinnati-based Chiquita. Carl 
Lindner. Chiquita's boss, has 
made hefty donations to both 
political parties, which means 
Washington takes the dispute 
seriously. 

The US has threatened 
sanctions on S600m (£365m> of 
EU imports, mainly luxury 
goods. All may fece 100 percent 
duties if the dispute is not set- 
tled. The US sanctions are 
aimed at opening up a divide 
within the EU (the so-called 
“banana split"), by targeting the 
southern Europeans and avoid- 
ing the Netherlands and Den- 
mark, which oppose the new 
banana regime. Britain and 
Italy would be hardest hit with 
exports of about $l00m at risk, 
followed by France and Ger- 
many. The duties would apply 
by 3 March. 


The EU wants the deal settled 
in the WTO, and accuses Wash- 
ington of ignoring global laws. It 
sees the conflict as a symbol of 
US unilateralism, not dissimilar 
to the claims that America ig- 
nored the United Nations during 
its attacks on Iraq. “The EU will 
play by tbe rulebook of the WTO. 
which rules out unilateral sanc- 
tions." said Nigel Gardner, 
spokesman for Sir Leon Brittan, 
EU trade commissioner. 

The US says the EU is itself 
ignoring what the WTO has al- 
ready ruled, and that taking the 
case back to the WTO will sim- 
ply absorb more time. 

If previous EU-US trade 
spats are anything to go by. the 
end result will a last-minute 
compromise. In between, there 
will be a growing campaign of 
rhetoric. 


SUBTLE CHANGES of position 
by a key Democratic senator 
and a group of influential Re- 
publicans fuelled speculation 
yesterday that President Bill 
Clinton might be able to avoid 
a trial in the Senate. 

The reports came as poll rat- 
ings and stock markets re- 
mained unmoved by the 
President’s predicament and 
the Clintons pursued their 
business-as-usual round of 
meetings and partying. 

Potentially the most signifi- 
cant development was a state- 
ment by Senator Robert Byrd, 
a Democrat from West Vir- 
ginia who intimated that the 
Senate might be open to a com- 
promise and that the Consti- 
tution would allow it He is 
respected by politicians on both 
sides as an authority on tbe his- 
tory of the Senate and a 
guardian of the Constitution. 

He said: “Whether there is a 
trial or whether there is some 
other solution, that decision 
must be made by senators and 
it must be bipartisan or it will 
have absolutely no credibility 
with the public.” His reference 
to the possibility of “some other 
solution" and his call for “bi- 
partisanship" seemed to open 
ever so slightly a door that had 
seemed tightly shut Sticklers 
for constitutional purity had 
maintained hitherto that a trial 
at least the opening of a trial, 
was the inevitable consequence 
of a House vote to impeach. 

While Mr Byrd also insisted 
the decision should rest entirely 
with the Senate and warned 
others, specifically the White 
House, against trying to make 
deals, the White House ap- 
peared pleased. 

A spokesman agreed that 
“the best solution for this mat- 
ter would be made by senators 
and on a bipartisan basis" and 
expressed the hope ‘that such 
a resolution can be reached ex- 
peditiously, so that we can get 
back to the business of the 
country as soon as possible". 

Soon after Mr Byrd’s state 
ment, four Republican repre- 
sentatives who on Saturday 
had voted to impeach Mr Clin- 
ton published a letter clarifying 
their intenL They had voted to 


by Mary dejevsky 
in Washington 

impeach, they said, because 
“we believe that the President 
lied under oath and that such 
conduct was serious enough to 
merit impeachment and con- 
sideration by the Senate". 

But, they w'ent on. in what 
must have been music to the 
ears of the White House: “We 
are not convinced and do not 
want our votes interpreted to 
mean that we view removal 
from office as tbe only reason- 
able conclusion to this case", 
and they called for “strong cen- 
sure as a remedy'". All four were 
among the so-called “moder- 
ate" Republicans whom tbe 



Bill Clinton: Still hopeful of 
escaping with a censure 

White House had tried, and 
mostly foiled, to win over before 
the vote. Their letter lent sup- 
port to the view that some 
House Republicans, perhaps 
even a majority, regarded their 
vote as a vote to indict not con- 
vict. the President, confident 
that the Senate would not vote 
to remove him. It was unclear 
whether their letter was in- 
tended purely as clarification, 
or whether it reflected fears 
that the requisite two-thirds of 
senators might, in the end. 
vote to remove Mr Clinton from 
office. 

Despite these hopeful sig- 
nals, however, the White House 
made dear it was leaving noth- 
ing to chance and was working 
simultaneously on two tracks: 
sounding out support in the 
Senate, and preparing the 
President’s judicial defence. 
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All the Finns want from 
Santa is a mobile phone 
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CONSTA AND SELMA, 12 and 
11 years old respectively, are 
eveiythingyou expect Nordic 
youth to he: fair-haired, blue- 
eyed poster children for the 
healthy outdoor fife. And what 
do these two young Finns 
want for Christmas? New skis 
perhaps, or some computer 
games? Not a bit of it These 
days, in the homeland of Santa 
Claus, a pre-teen is nothing 
without a mobile phone. 

“You promised. Daddy," 
jv runs the fivingroom lament as 
i^this unwitting foreigner brings 
up the subject “You promised 
everyone at school has one." 
On closer interrogation that 
proves an exaggeration - the 
true proportion is about one in 
three but in a sense, Consta 
and Selma are right Statistics 
show that pretty soon there'll 
be as many mobiles (some five 
million) as there are Finns. 

And that’s only the half of it 
For Finns are into mobile 
phones with the same zeal 
they once reserved for saving 
their country from the Swedes 
and Russians. 

Tbe gadget has trans- 
fk formed the national image, 

I too. Weren’t the Finns sup- 
posed to be a tacit urn, vodka- 
sodden bunch, speaking an 
impenetrable language, pro- 
ducing lots of fish and timber; 
but mainly notable for winning 
the Monte Carlo rally each and 
every year? 

Breathe the word Finland to 
the technologically enlight- 
ened these days, and their 
eyes mist over at the thought 
of sleek little mobiles that can 
practically think, and a million 
twinkling internet screens 
lighting up the Arctic night 
Not surprisingly Nokia, the 
Finnish company that has just 
overtaken Motorola to become 
the world's biggest manufac- 
turer of mobile phones, has 
become as virile a symbol of 
national pride as the Winter 
War against the Russians 
I*jSmost 60 years ago. 

Speak the words “mobile 
phone" to a Finn, and a broad. 
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There are nearly as many mobiles as there are Finns 


slow smile will spread across 
his face, as if to say, “You 
didn’t think we were up to that 
sort of thing, did you?" 

Nokia is Finland’s General 
Motors: As with GM and 
America, what’s good for one 
is good for the other. The 
company generates, on its 
own, a third of Finland’s 
annual economic growth: its 
shares account for half the 
trading on the Helsinki stock 
exchange and Jorma OUila, 
Nokia’s president, was 
recently voted the second 
most powerful person in the 
country: it was probably only 
the Finns’ respect for democ- 
racy that kept the Prime Min- 
ister at number one. Which is 
fine, but God help Finland if 
the mobile phone market ever 
takes a plunge. 


Why should tbe cutting 
edge of IT have descended 
among these dark northern 
forests in the first place? Same 
say it is precisely because of 
this wilderness that Finns 
have more mobile phones, 
and more internet users, per 
head than any country in the 
world. How else are they to 
keep in touch across their 
vast, underpopulated land? 

In fact, tbe phone gives the 
lie to the F irms ’ view oF them- 
selves. They do Uke to talk, but 
not face-to-face. 

Thus the peculiar world of 
the Helsinki bus, of citizens 
who would not dream of pass- 
ing the time of day with the 
person in the next seat, but 
whose reveries are constantly 
disturbed by a carillon of 
mobiles ringing around them. 


And there is a more prosaic 
consideration. Phones are 
attractive, aggressively mar- 
keted i .of this year’s Christmas 
advertisements in Finnish 
papers and on TV at least 
half seem to be for mobiles) 
and transparently priced. 

Unlike Britain, where the 
unit is cheap and the costs, if 
you’re not careful can be crip- 
pling, you know what you’re 
getting in Finland. You pay up 
front - sometimes £100 or 
more - for the “terminal" as 
the companies like to call it, 
but barely above fixed line 
rates per unit 

Even so, how do you sell 
more phones in a country 
where everyone already has 
one? Children of course are 
part of the answer You give 
them “Citiphones" which 
won’t work outside the 
Helsinki area and which cut off 
afteq say, 100 markka (£12). 
More importantly, you per- 
suade people they need not 
one but several mobiles. 

A top executive of Sonera, 
the Finnish equivalent of BT 
expounded the doctrine to me 
thus: “People want to work in 
a flexible way. That means 
one mobile tike a palm-sized 
laptop, hooked up to web- 
servers and so on. Then a ear- 
phone. then a smart phone for 
handling e- mail and the rest 
and finally a small handy one 
for weekends." 

The mobile, in short is Fin- 
land’s entrant in tbe race for 
the electronic future, where 
the telephone, the computer 
and the television are fused 
into one. In 2004, the Sonera 
man told me, the third gener- 
ation of mobiles would be 
launched, with full video ser- 
vices. Already, open-out 
mobiles that offer a keyboard 
and connection to the Internet 
are widespread Consta and 
Selma of course wont be get- 
ting one of those. 

Bat next year if not this, 
Santa wiQ surely have a mobile 
for them in his sack. 

RUPERT CORNWELL 
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Vision accepts £23.3m bid 

VISION, the digital camera chip mater, yesterday 
succumbed to pressure from STMIcroelectronics after the 
European serai conductor giant launched a £23. 3m bid The 
cash offer; which has been accepted by Vision's 
manag ement, is pitched at 62p a share - two-thirds of the 
price at which Vision floated in April 1995. Peter Denyer, 
managing director of Vision, said that being part of 
STMicroelectronics would give the company access to 
better m anufa cturing facilities and would would allow 
Vision to target a wider market for its products. 

Post Office profits fall 14% 

PROFITS at the Post Office 



fell by 14 per cent in the 
first half of the financial 
year, reflecting a freeze on 
postage prices and 
increased competition. In 
the six months to the end of 
September, pre-tax profits 
slipped to £2 83m from 
£3 29m - the first fell in four 
years. The drop was entirely 
due to the Royal Mail, 
where profits dropped to 
£218m from £303m in the 
same period last year. Post Office Counters profits 
trebled to £25m while losses at ParcelForce were steady 
at £17m. The Post Office, whose chairman is Neville 
Bain (pictured), is to be given more commercial 
freedom hot wifi not be privatised. It has also pledged 
not to raise its prices before April 1999. 

Id sells £34m chemical businesses 

ICI ANNOUNCED the sale of a string of non-core chemicals 
businesses to Shell nhem foals yesterday for an estimated 
£34m, the third disposal it has made in less than a month. 

ICI is selling its interests in the distribution of ethylene 
oxide, propylene oxide and propylene glycols - chemicals 
used to make detergents, brake fluids, polyester and 
polyurethane - based in Wilton, Tteesside. It is also selling a 
plant which makes ethylene oxide but will continue to 
operate it on Shell's behalf. 

NTL buys telecoms stake 

NTL, THE US-OWNED cable group which earlier this 
week emerged as a possible bidder for Newcastle United 
FC. yesterday bought the telecoms division of Eastern 
Group, the electricity utility for £9Im. The business, 
which consists of a LSOO-kflometre fibre-optic network 
across the East and South-east of England and 121 
mobile phone masts in East Anglia, was put up for sale 
after Eastern decided It was peripheral to its business of 
distributing electricity and r unni ng power stations. 
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GEC puts £4bn Marconi 


defence arm up for sale 


GEC yesterday put a for sale 
sign over its £4bn Marconi de- 
fence electronics arm by invit- 
ing rival European and 
American defence contractors 
to bid for the business. 

Bid foe German group Daim- 
ler Chrysler Aerospace imme- 
diately warned that if this 
resulted in a merger between 
British Aerospace arid Marconi, 
then it would place a “mqjor ob- 
stacle" in the path of wider Eu- 
ropean defence industry 
consolidation. 

In a Stock Exchange state- 
ment GEC said that it had de- 
cided to separate its Marconi 


BY MICHAEL HARBUSON 


division from its civil business- 
es, which include telecoms, in- 
dustrial electronics and a 
minority holding in Alstom. 

GEC said foe decision, taken 
at a board meeting on Monday 

was designed to enable it to ex- 
ploit the growth potential of its 
dvil businesses. 

The statement said separa- 
tion could take one of several 
forms. Marconi could be hived 
off into an enlarged aerospace 
business or demerged. But the 
strategy Lard Simpson, chief ex- 
ecutive of GEC, is thought to 


favour is a straight bid for the 
business. 

Analysts suggest Marconi 
could be worth £8bn to £10bn. It 
accounted for about £4bn of 
GECs £10bn turnover last year 
but almost half of its operating 
profits of £954m and the vast 
bulk of its £L5hn order book. 

Dasa, which suspended 
merger talks with BAe last 
week, said it noted GECTs an- 
nouncement with interest but 
warned: “Priority must first be 
given to horizontal European de- 
fence industry restructuring in- 
stead of national vertical 
integration. If this priority is re- 


alised [foe separation of Mar- 
coni] will be a valuable contri- 
bution to successful European 
restructuring. If not it could be 
a serious obstacle.” 

Manfred Bischoff, the Dasa 
chairman, supports an eventu- 
al three-way alliance between 
BAe, Dasa and GEC. However; 
he regards it as critically im- 
portant that a BAe-Dasa merg- 
er comes first in order to make 
foe deal politically acceptable in 
Germany. 

There axe fears that if Dasa 
is swallowed up by a combined 
BAe- Marconi, then Germany 
would be at a disadvantage in 


foe enlarged group. If Marconi 
was brought in at a later stage, 
it would still mean a dilution of 
the German shareholding in 
the enlarged group but Dasa 
would be better placed to efiefcate 
the terms on which Marconi 
entered. 

It would also give Dasa a 


decision making, which will be 
crucial in determining^ where job 

cuts win fafl. A merger of either 
BAe and Dasa or BAe and Mar- 
coni would yield savings of 
£300mayean 

GEC said that the decision to 
hire off Marconi fod not suggest 


it was more likely to merge the 

business with BAe than an 
American defence contractor 
GEC has been linked with both 
Northrop Grumman and Lock- 
heed Martin. 

Nor is it dear whether Lord 
S im p son would remain with foe 
rump of GEC or join the en- 
larged defence business. GECs 
wholly-owned civil businesses 
include foe telecoms arm GFX 
Picker which manufactures 
medical imaging equipment, 
the US petrol pump supplier 
' Gilbarco, and foe weighing ma- 
chines company Avery BerkeL 
Outlook, page 11 


Ladbroke 
sells Coral 
for £390m 


LADBROKE, foe leisure group, 
yesterday put an end to the 
three-month race for Coral with 
the £390m sale of foe UK’s third 
largest bookmaker to the ven- 
ture capitalist Morgan GrenfeBL 

Tbe deal with Morgan Gren- 
fell Private Equity: the venture 
capital arm of Deutsche Bank, 
for the 827 Coral shops and two 
greyhound racing tracks will 
net Ladbroke a profit of around ' 
HOm. 

The price received by the 
hotel and gaming group, which 
is to retain Coral shops in Ire- 
land and Jersey valued at £26m, 
was well above City expectations 
and triggered a sharp rise in the 
company’s share price. Lad- 
broke shares ended 13p higher 
at238p. 

The leisure group was forced 
into a fire sale of the outlets in 
September after the Govern- 
ment blocked its £363m pur- 
chase of Coral from the brewing 
giant Bass on competition 
grounds. The authorities ar- 
gued that Coral would have 
given Ladbroke. Britain’s 
biggest bookmaker; a dominant 
position in the £lbn a year UK 
betting market 

Morgan Grenfell said yes- 
terday that it wanted to boost 
Coral's returns and was plan- 
ning to float the chain in three- 
to-five years' time. 

John Macintosh, an associate 
director at the venture capital- 
ist, said that his company would 
upgrade Cora/'s IT systems and 
boost its telephone betting fa- ' 


by Francesco Guerrera 


cflities. It would also refurbish 
some of the shops in a bid to 
make than more modem and 
women-friendly. 

Mr Macintosh said there was 
scope for savings in head office 
costs but added that there were 
no “current plans” for redun- 
dancies at Coral's headquarters 
in Barking. 

Morgan Grenfell emerged 
as the winner after a hotly-con- 
tested bid battle with financial 
and trade buyers. 

The group outbid rival fi- 
nancial group Craven's £3 60m 
offer in the last round, after Stan- 
ley Leisure and the Tbte, foe two 
industry bidders, had dropped 
out in earlier stages. The Ttate's 
offer: at £375m, was higher than 
Craven's but it is underetood that 
Ladbroke rejected it because it 
feared a referral to the compe- 
tition authorities. 

Mr Macintosh denied that his 
company had overpaid for the 
Coral assets, which are valued 
at £337m. ‘'Coral is a really 
strong brand name and it makes 
the best profits margins in the 
business," he said. 

He added that around £25Qm 
of the total consideration would 
be funded through senior debt 
and. possibly the issue of a junk 
bond. The remaining £l40m 
would come from internal funds. 
Securitisation - foe issue of a 
high-yield bond backed fay the 
shops ’ cash flow - was not on foe 
agenda. 
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Shares in William Hill, the UK’s second largest bookmaker, are expected to attract interest from small investors 


William Hill saddles up for float 


NOMURA, the Japanese bank, 
is gearing up for a January flota- 
tion of Wfliiam H31, the UK’s 
second largest bookmaker; in a 
deal worth up to a £lbn, writes 
Francesco Guerrera, 

The listing will surprise 
many City analysts as it comes 
just over a year after the fi- 
nancial house bought the 1,530 
William Hill shops for £700m 
from the ailing leisure group 
Brent Walken 

Nomura recently said that it 
was looking at spinning off 


William Hill during the first 
part of 1999 but it is believed to 
have brought the flotation for- 
ward to exploit the recent bull 
run in the London stock market 
The Japanese bank is work- 
ing with its advisers Warburg 
Dillon Read and Deutsche 
Bank to whip up investors’ in- 
terest in the float 
The companies declined to 
commentyestoday but insiders 
said that the listing was likely 
to take place towards the end of 
January to give Nomura time to 


organise a roadshow and con- 
tact retail investors. However; 
they cautioned that it could be 
called off if the market was to 
suffer a sharp downturn. 

Shares in WiDiam EBB are ex- 
pected to attract considerable 
interest from small investors. 
City institutions will also be 
keen to build up a presence in 
one of the country's largest 
bookmakers. 

William Hill, which last year 
had a turnover of more than 
£15bn, controls around 17 per 


cent of the betting market be- 
hind Ladbroke’s 22 per cent-Jt 
is also the Largest player m the 
fast-growing telephone betting 


The disposal of William 
will be a landmark in Nomura's 
recent history. The bookie was 
part of an ambitious string of ac- 
quisitions by the bank’s Prraci- 
pal Finance unit, headed by 
Guy Hands, which included 
thousands of pubs, the rolling 
stock company Angel Train and 
Ministry of Defence Houses. " 


Wall’s faces fourth MMC 
inquiry into ice cream sales 


UK ICE CREAM manufacturers 
are to face a fourth frill-scale in- 
vestigation of their business 
practices by the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission, it 
was announced yesterday. 

John Bridgeman, the 
Director General of Fair Trad- 
ing, said there appeared to be 
insufficient competition in the 
indiBtiy; which is dominated by 
Birds Eye wall's. 

Mr Bridgeman said: “Over- 
all this is a problematic sector 
which requires a thorough and 
wide-ranging review." 

The MMC will only look at 
the market for impulse ice 
cream - ice cream bought for 
immediate consumption - in 
which Wall’s, part of the 
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Unilever Group, has a market 
share of almost 70 per cent 

The commission wfil focus on 
foe issue of freezer exclusivity 
-when a manufacturer provides 
a freezer to a retailer on the 
condition thatit is used only for 
the manufacturer's products. 
Mars, which entered the UK ice 
cream market 10 years ago. 
said: “Mars’ progress in the 
impulse market has been se- 
verely hampered by aggressive 
anti-competitive practices." 

Iain Ferguson, Wall's chair- 
man. said: “We see little point 
in an inquiry at this time. Wall’s 
has achieved its position in the 
ice cream market through in- 


novation, market forces and 
fair competition and is not be- 
having anti-competitively." 

The industry was given a 
clean bill of health by the MMC 
after an inquiry in 1979 and 
again in 1993/94. 

In 1997/98 the MMC investi- 
gated foe relationship between 
Birds Eye Wall’s and its whole- 
salers, and published a report 
last summer which the MMC 
said had raised “wider con- 
cerns", including the issue of 
freezer exclusivity. 

The new inquiry, which will 
last nine months, had been 
widely anticipated by the City, 
and shares in Unilever rose 
12.5p to 657 Jp. 

Outlook, page n 


Embattled Sears rejects 
Green’s fresh 340p bid 


THE BO ARD of Sears has unan- 
imously rejected a 340p a share 
offer from Philip Green, foe en- 
trepreneur; insisting that the 
bid does not reflect foe value of 
the embattled retail group. 

Rea Brothers, the invest- 
ment bank advising Mr Green, 
wrote to Sears' board on Mon- 
day suggesting that Medin- 
bond, Mr Green's takeover 
vehicle, was prepared to raise 
its original 300p a share bid by 
40p a share. However, after 
holding a telephone board 
meeting. Sears rebuffed the 
approach, which would have 
valued the company at £S20m. 

As in the first approach, 
which was made earlier this 
month, Mr Green’s offer was 


By peter Thal Larsen 


conditional on a recommenda- 
tion from Sears' board and the 
group allowing him to carryout 
due diligence. However, Mr 
Green had scaled back the 
amount of due diligent he 
wanted to cany out 

Mr Green said he was “dis- 
appointed" that Sears had de- 
nied him “limited access" to its 
accounts. “Denial of the access 
requested cannot possibly be in 
the best interest of Sears share- 
holders," he said. 

Mr Green, who has foe back- 
ing of a number of private in- 
vestors including Tom Hunter, 
foe founder ol Sports Division, 
is now expected to wait until 


Sears issues its Christmas 
trading update on January 13 
before deciding whether to 
renew his offer. 

Sears pointed out that foe 
approach did not amount to a 
formal offer and that it did not 
do justice to the value of the 
company What’s more, the re- 
tailer suspects that Mr Green 
would seek to drive down the 
offer price if he was given ac- 
cess to its boobs. 

PDFM and M&G. the fimd 

management groups who are if' 
Sears’ major shareholders, are 
believed to be prepared to sup- 
port a 340p a share cash bid if 
Mr Green launches a for mal - _ 
shares dosed up !p 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


AFTER AN early gain Footsie fell 
back, dosing 33 2 points lower at 
5,843.3. Although the undertone 
remained optimistic, weakness in 
the Ibkyo market took its toll 
Supporting shares were again in 
positive territory with the mid cap 
index gaining 20.4 to 4,763.3. 

Ladbroke was the top performing 
Rwtsie constituent, gaining I3p to 
238p following the £390m sale of its 
Coral betting shops. Colt Telecom, 
likely to be named share of foe year, 
rose 373p to a new peak of 956.5p. 

Derek Bain, page 13 


NEW YORK 


MOST SHARES began drifting 
lower in afternoon trading but 
further gains in leading shares 
bad edged the Dow Jones index 
17 points higher to break 
through the 9.000 line by midday, 
ahead of the FOMC meeting on 
interest rates. 

Merck, IBM, and Proctor & 
Gamble were all firmer, but the 
S&P 500 index was barely steady. 
Nasdaq, with its strength in hi- 
tech stocks, was down on tbe 
morning trading after another 
record closing high on Monday 


TOKYO 


THE JAPANESE stock market 
suffered another grim trading 
session after the Japanese 
government withdrew support 
from the bond market, putting 
further pressure on shares. The 
Nikkei 225 index dosed 373.5 
points lower at 13,779.45. 

Only 355 million shares changed 
hands, but banks suffered heavily. 
Fbji Bank fell 28 to 411 yen and 
Mitsubishi Trust shed 45 to 758 
yen. Construction shares also 
suffered with Taisei down 16 at 206 
yen. Car stocks also weakened. 


PARIS 


THE CAC-40 index ended 17,06 
higher at 3,820.47 although 
turnover was quiet with traders 
reluctant to buy in francs and 
settle in euros in January. 

France Telecom rose 0.35 per 
cent to 428.90 francs in heavy 
trading after the telecom’s regu- 
lator set a 14.4 per cent cut in 
prices for rivals to use the FT 
network. Drinks group Remy. 
Cointreau fell bade almost lo per 
cent reversing a 15 per cent rise 
on Monday inspired by profit un- 
grades. 


O! 


MILAN ^ 

ITALIAN SHARES dosed higher in 
Quiet, trading with gains led by bar- 
f^' b f nte ; rs hi second-line stocks 
and helped by the prospect of a fur- 
ther cut m Italian interest rates 
to line with the new euro-stan- 
Oard rate, 

pr Th ® Mibtel index ended 84 higb- 

thefe hUA 3 ' B 5 nk shares dosed °® 
and d* Roma 

flShl? 1 U 2 rer at X7U ' 

early gains to dose just , 
better at 13,950 after the rwm- 
tor announced new price curbs. 
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Simple solution to the ice-cream wars 


THE MONOPOLIES and Mergers 
Commission (MMO obviously likes 
ice-cream but it would like a few 
more flavours to chose from than 
just Walls. The industry was re- 
ferred to the MMC yesterday for the 
fourth time since 1979. 

Yet again, the thorny issue of 
freezer exclusivity - where a man , 
ufacturer provides retailers with 
freezers on the condition that only 
the manufacturer’s products be 
stocked - will be central to the in- 
vestigation. Mars, the industry’s 
newest entrant and the main op- 
ponent of freezer exclusivity, has ar- 
gued that the practice severely 
inhibits competition in the so-called 
“impulse” ice cream market. 

Many small newsagents and 
comer shops already have a freez- 
er owned tty Walls - the dominant 
industry player with 60 per cent plus 
of the market - and so stock only 
Walls' products. This freezes out the 
competition. 

Walls argues that it is unfair to 
allow rivals to display products for 
free in a freezer which is wholly paid 
for and maintained by Walls. But 



Outlook 


Walls could get round this problem 
by charging other manufacturers 
for the right to display their prod- 
ucts in walls’ freezers. 

The simplest solution is to ban 
freezer exclusivity Where it does 
not operate in the large super- 
markets, competition is vibrant. 
Walls has a for smaller market 
share and consumers have a wider 
choice. 

lb avoid another MMC reference 
the practice of freezer exclusivity 
should be outlawed once and for alL 
Related practices such as full-line 


forcing - where a manufacturer 
agrees to provide a retailer with a 
freezer as long as it also takes the 
frill range of the manufacturer’s 
products - should also be banned. 
There are many other solutions to 
the problem of freezer provision 
which don’t involve ripping the cus- 
tomer o£L 

Defence 

THE GAME of psychological warfare 
being played out among Europe's 
defence contractors advanced on a 
new front yesterday. GEC put its 
prize piece of artillery, Marconi, up 
for auction whereupon the Panzer 
division of Germany's Daimler 
Chrysler Aerospace (Dasa) 
promptly occupied Lord Simpson’s 
lawn. Meanwhile, British Aero- 
space which appears to control 
most of the important bridgeheads, 
was maintaining radio silence. 

The consolidation of Europe's de- 
fence industry is a big enough chal- 
lenge on its own. But with the 
politicians leading, like World War 


One generals from the back, it is 
made even more difficult 

The war story so far BAe is about 
to merge with Dasa until GEC 
wakes up to the threat of being left 
in the add and muscles in. BAe says 
it likes the look of Marconi but it 
does not much fancy its ugly sis- 
ters CHotpoint washing machines, 
Gilbarco petrol pumps etc). GEC 
says it will hive off Marconi into a 
stand alone suitor. 

Dasa's tanks start rolling. It 
warns that a B Ae-Marconi merger 
could mean the death-knell for 
wider European defence restruc- 
turing. Dasa adds, however; that if 
it merges with BAe first then it will 
happily bring Marconi under its 
wing at a later date, on German 
terms of course. 

A Christmas truce ensues. The 
warring factions emerge from their 
trenches to look out on no man’s 
land. Someone has even brought 
along a football. Hostilities resume 
in the New Year. 

As a means of maximising value 
for GEC shareholders, putting Mar- 
coni up for sale is an interesting ma- 


noeuvre. The prospect of a BAe bid 
should underpin the price. But if a 
US suitor; say Lockheed, should 
enter the fray, then there is only up- 
side. 

The problem lies with the poli- 
tics. The British and German gov- 
ernments want a cross-border 
solution, ideally a trilateral one that 
features BAe, Dasa and GEC. 

But Dasa fears that if it is seen 
to be a minority partner without any 
great say about who gets the work 
and who loses the jobs, then it will 
net be politically palatable. 

A BAe/Dasa alliance would be 
presented as a merger of equals 
(even though the equity split 
would be 60:40 in Britain’s favour) . 
With the inclusion of Marconi. 
Germany’s shareholding would 
slip to perhaps 25 per cent, which 
would leave the Germans too ex- 
posed. 

It is hard to believe that at this 
late stage. Europe's defence in- 
dustry will allow itself to snatch de- 
feat from the jaws of victory. But as 
many a commander has discovered, 
war is an uncertain business. 


Ladbroke 

BATHER AGAINST the odds, Lad- 
broke ’s Peter George, has ridden a 
winner with the sale of the Coral bet- 
ting shop to the German- 
owned Morgan Grenfell Private 
Equity. When he was blocked from 
keeping the business after having 
paid Bass such a full price, his card 
looked well and truly marked. Not 
only did the Trade Secretary Peter 
Mandelson order a complete di- 
vestment, he gave Ladbroke only six 
months to conclude a deal and stip- 
ulated that Coral could not be sold 
off piecemeal 

From this inauspicious starting 
point, Mr George has succeeded in 
selling the business fora 10 per cent 
premium. The extra £33m he has 
raised more than covers the inter- 
est costs Ladbroke has borne dur- 
ing the 12 months that it has been 
stabling the business. On top of that 
Ladbroke has pocketed £40m of 
profit from Coral during its 12 
months of ownership.. 

The question is what does Mr 
George do with the cash. As tbe UK’s 


leading bookmaker; further expan- 
sion here has already been ruled out 
nor (fees Ladbroke appear interest- 
ed in entering the US betting mar- 
ket That leaves the other main leg 
of the business, hotels. In Europe, 
there are not many opportunities on 
the horizon. In the US there are 
more possibilities. The difficulty is 
that Ladbroke already has a rela- 
tionship with Hilton in the US 
through its ownership of tbe brand 
outside the US. Going into direct 
competition with Hilton in its own 
backyard may not be a sensible 
move when the theory is to bring the 
two halves of the Hilton empire clos- 
er together 

Mr George could do the radical 
thing and hand the cash back to 
shareholders. Companies are often 
loathe to do that since it smacks of 
the management haring run out of 
ideas. But Mr George might take a 
tip from Nomura which owns the 
William Hiil chain. Just as one for- 
eign owned bank is entering the bet- 
ting market, Normura is cashing in 
its chips by floating William HH1 and 
recycling the cash. 


Crisis fears 
as Japanese 
bonds dive 
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JAPANESE BONDS plunged 
yesterday raising fears of a 
new financial crisis in the re- 
gion, after the Ministry of Fi- 
nance said it would stop buying 
government bonds in the new 
, year.: 

. Jjj Trade in Japanese govern- 
rnentjrohds (JGBs> was halted 
following a sharp fall in prices, 
the time this has hap- 
pened® inore than a decade. 

Yields ‘surged fay almost 40 
basis : po&ts 1 the biggest-ever 
one day rise. 

The Japanese bond market 
has been unsettled for several 
weeks, after the government's 
decision to finance a fllObn fis- 
cal rescue- package by. bond 
sales sphrkedfears of chronic 
i^wer^su^ly inthemaffcet.^ 

. fF Yestgpsfeyfs fails were trig- : 
gered Masaru Hstyami, the 
governor of the Bank of Japan, 
who said the trust fund bureau 
of the Ministry of Finance, 
which holds a third of all gov- 
ernment bonds, would cease 


By lea Paterson 
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Masam Hayami; Bond 
purchases to be stopped 


bond purchases in January. 

Mr Hayami also hinted that 
the Bank of Japan, the second 
largest holder of JGBs, could 
scale back its activity in the 
market 

Nick Stamenkovic, chief 
economist at Bank Austria 
Creditanstalt Futures, said: 
“The bubble has burst in the 
JGB market Japan's fiscal po- 
sition is dire. The government 
has abandoned its committ- 
ment to reduce its budget 
deficit and is pulling out all the 
stops to turn the economy 
round.” 

The sell-off hit the yen, 
which Ml sharply against Jhe 
doflah andpromptedHnenewecf 
worries about tbe health of 
Japanese banks. 

Japanese banks, along with 
theBoJand the Ministry of Fi- 
nance, are the major holders of 
JGBs. 

Bank shares tumbled in 
Tokyo yesterday on concerns 
that the banks' exposure to 
tbe bond market could under- 
mine further their financial 
health. 

The fell in bank shares 
dragged the Japanese bench- 
mark Nikkei index down 373.5 
points to dose at 13,779.45. 

The bond market turmoil in 
Japan spilled over into Eu- 
rope, where bond prices fell 
sharply and yields rose. 

Mr Stamenkovic said the 
fells in the European bond 
markets were simply “a knee 
jerk reaction" to the difficulties 
in Japan. 
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Fed and ECB 
leave key rates 
unchanged 


BOTH THE US Federal Re- 
serve and the European Cen- 
tral Bank left key interest rates 
unchanged yesterday, as poli- 
cy-makers paused for breath 
after recent aggressive rate 


By Lea Paterson 




. The Dow Jones slipped 
lower after the Fed said there 
would be no change in either 
its funds rate or its discount 
rate, currently at 4.75 perce nt 
and 4.5 per cent respectively. 

The Fled has cut rates three 
times over the last three 
months in an attempt to cairn 
the world's nervous fina n ci al 
markets. 

Meanwhile in Frankfort, 
Wim Duisenberg, the ECB 
president who earlier this 
month co-ordinated a surprise 
cut in European rates, said he 
saw no imm ediate need for fur- 
ther rate reductions. 

As expected, the ECB set its 
ini tig i benchmark interest rate 
for the countries which will 
adopt the euro in January at 

3 per cent. 

Mr Duisenberg said: “This 
sfa ng dd be seen as a dear in- 
■**d«ion that the ECB does not 
want to give any signal for 
further easing in the fore- 


seeable future." However; Mr 
Duisenberg did announce tem- 
porary changes to two other 
European interest rates, a 
move designed to inject liq- 
uidity into the banking system 
during the first few weeks of 
the euro’s life. The rate 
changes should help eliminate 
volatility in the finandal 
markets. 

Between 4 January and 21 
January, the ECB's emergency 
borrowing rate will be 3.25 per 
cent and its deposit rate win he 
2.75 percent. After 21 January 
these rates will change to 4 per 
cent and 2 per cent respec- 
tively. 

Sharda Persand at Paribas 
said: “This is an ultra-cau- 
tious move by the European 
Central Bank, which is a little 
worried about volatility in the 
market at the beginning of the 
year. It’s probably not really 
necessary, It’s simply a pre- 
cautionary step." 

Data released in France 
and Germany yesterday re- 
vealed further sharp fells in 
factory gate prices on the 
Continent. 



It’s no surprise that people dream about owning a ThinkPad 600. To begin with there's its head-turning appearance - stylish, 
elegant, sleek, a classic piece of modern design. Then there's the sophisticated technology. With Intel's fastest processor, a 
huge hard drive and CD-ROM capability, it has to be one of the most desirable mobile business tools around. Now comes 
the opportunity to make your dream a reality. Buy any one of the new selected ThinkPad 600 models and we'lf give you £250 
cash back. So, isn't it time you stopped dreaming? All you need to do is buy a selected ThinkPad model, send us a completed 
claim form and you'll receive £250. For more details on the promotion, visit WWW.ibm.GOm/pc/uk/tppromGl 

or call Tanya Proud on 0870 601 0137 in Ireland phone 1850 22 00 33. 
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dreams. 



In your hand... 
£250 cash back 


The ThinkPad 600. 

Intel® Mobile Pentium 8 11 processor up to 300MHz 1 

■ Disk capacity ranging from 5.1GB 2 to 6.4GB 
■ 64 MB 3 fast SDRAM «* 13.3" TFT active matrix screen 

* 2.2kg 4 ■ CD-ROM and integrated 56KB modem 

» Starting at £2,999* (inc. VAT). 
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Cautious Christmas 
cheer for retailers 


HOPES OF a late festive buy- 
ing spree, plus the feeling that 
many retailers and other 
Christmas-sensitive shares 
were over-sold, produced a 
string of modest gains as the 
rest of the stock market 
paused for breath. 

Marks & Spencer led the 
revival with an li.75p gain to 
408.5p. EMI, with the Spice 
Girls again a Christmas hit, 
spun I0.75p higher to 400. 75p. 

However the two Fbotsie 
constituents have suffered 
humiliating falls from grace. 
Marks, mauled lately by a 
series of profit downgrad- 
ings, was 6l9p earlier this 
yean and EMI, where trading 
has been far from ebullient, 
touched 607p. 

The cautious Christmas 
cheer spread to Boots, up l3p 
to 1.040p; JJB Sports, 16p to 
222.5p, and Next, 13p to 476p. 

Even Flying Flowers, 
down from nearly 600p after 


AVAILEON, which is 
emerging as an 
upmarket contract 
caterer, has won a five- 
year extension to its 
Elstree film studios 
contract and a new 12- 
year contract at the Royal 
Pump Rooms, 

Leamington Spa. 

Another major contract 
is expected to be awarded 
next month. But winning 
the new business is 
expected to hit results for 
the year to end March; 
there was a £442,000 loss 
last year. The shares held 
at 2 Jp. 


a surprise summer profit 
warning managed to blossom 
following tidings of good 
cheer. The mail order and 
marketing group said festive 
flower sales were higher than 
last year and its other core 
businesses were performing 
in line with expectations. The 
shares rose I7p to 187 .5p. 

Dixons, which returned to 
Footsie this week, went to yet 
another peak, gaining 29 to 
821ip although SG Securities 
made cautious noises sug- 
i gesting the shares had run 
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ahead of the game: it put 
“fair value” at 770p. The elec- 
trical group has, in the eyes 
of many, taken on a new 
image - offering a chance to 
play on the Internet. 

But Kingfisher, which like 
Dixons has resisted the retail 
gloom, eased 35p to 637.5p as 
the long-time bulls Hender- 
son Crosthwaite adopted a 
more cautious stance. 

Footsie, after Monday’s 
surge, fell 33.2 points to 
5,843.3. ruffled by Tokyo’s 
retreat But there is a con- 
viction that blue chips will 
again enjoy a Christmas 
romp and the setback was 
due to buyers holding off, 
hoping to skim some of the 
froth from the market. 

Supporting shares were 
dragged up on the coat tails 
of Monday’s exuberance, with 
the mid cap index 20.4 points 
higher at 4,763.3 and the 
small cap 9.1 at 2,031.6. 

Many fund managers ex- 
pect blue chips to make fur- 
ther progress next year. 


David Rough at Legal & Gen- 
eral is looking for 6.300 at the 
year-end but warns that trad- 
ing conditions could be 
volatile, with Fbotsie probably 
moving between 6.500 and 
5.200. He believes base rates 
will fall to 5 per cent. 

Lad broke, the betting and 
hotel group, led the Fbotsie 
leader board with a I3p gain 
to 238p following the £390m 
sale of its Coral betting shops 
chain to Deutsche Bank. 

Coll Telecom moved 
ahead 37.5p, bitting another 
peak of 956.5p. The fledgling, 
still loss-making telephony 
group seems set to achieve 
the distinction of being the 
best performing share of the 
year - a highly unusual ac- 
colade for a Footsie con- 
stituent. 

British Petroleum fell 12p 
to 37&5p despite transatlantic 
rumours that the merger 
with Amoco could be cleared 
today by the US authorities. 

Diageo, the spirits giant 
had an active session, ending 
1.5p (after I6p> lower at 693p. 
Once again stories flowed 
that LVMH. the French lux- 
ury goods group, planned to 
sell all, or some, of its 
10.84 per cent stake, worth 
some £2.5bn. But the French 
group this time round issued 
a denial it said: “Even if this 
stake is not strategic in the 
long term ... LVMH has no 
intention of selling it 
immediately." 

The belief is that LVMH 
will want to cash in to buy the 
Sanofi beauty products ac- 
tivities. although debt finance 
could plug any short term 
gap- 

General Electric Co lost 
18.5p to 537.5p after causing 
yet more turbulence in the 
seemingly endless round of 
European defence alliance 
discussions by saying it in- 
tends to break itself into two 
- splitting its civil businesses 
from its aerospace and de- 
fence activities. 

British Aerospace slipped 
4p to 527p. It had been seen 
as a possible GEC partner al- 
though it has held long run- 
ning talks with the German 
DaimlerChrysler group. The 
GEC action could encourage 


US groups to join in what 
could then emerge as a global 
defence consolidation pro- 
gramme. 

Sears, rejecting the latest 
Philip Green embrace, was 
little changed at 262p. 

Avon Rubber bounced 
I7.5p to 555p after rebuffing 
an approach last week and 
said was not in talks; Hiscox. 
a Lloyd’s underwriter, rose 
22.5p to 170p as the US group 
Chubb acquired 27 per cent at 
225p. The brick-maker 
lbs lock, after CRH's teatime 
raid, gained I2p to 69p. 

Profit warnings continued 
to appear. Haynes Publish- 
ing fell 17.5p to 185p and 
Jacobs did its chance of tak- 
ing over Nightfreight no good 
at all by cautioning that prof- 
its would be below market 
estimates at around £8.25m. 
The shares fell 6.5p to 52p. A 
cautious trading statement 
from English China Clays 


CARLISLE, the new 
Michael Ashcroft vehicle, 
held at 19p after, as 
expected, unloading its 
property interests. The 
£I-I.5m realised will go 
towards developing its 
support services, which 
currently include contract 
cleaning, staff recruitment 
and security services. 

With a capitalisation of 
£210m Carlisle, expected 
to adopt an acquisitive 
policy, is the biggest 
company on AIM. Mr 
Ashcroft formerly ran ADT 
and is treasurer of the 
Tory Party. 


clipped 3p from the shares at 
I59p. 

Informa, the result of the 
merger between LLP the 
Lloyd's List publisher, and 
IBC. traded at 258p after 
touching 294p. 

The auctioneer Sotheby's, 
a narrow and volatile market, 
jumped *285p to 1.440p, a peak. 
It appeared that only 500 
shares were traded at l,175p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 7506 mflMoo 
SEAQ TRADES: 51,535 
GILTS INDEX: 114.95 -0.37 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Arena LsJsuro (I) 

Jersey EtectricBy Co. (F) 
The Celebrated Group (I) 

(F) - final (I) - Intem 


4.17m (229m) 
49.76m (46.42m) 
3.8m (3.96m) 


Pre-tax (£) 

0.3tl?m (0.179m) 
622m (5.37m) 
-0.665m (0.215m) 


0.16p (0.1 5p) 
3.250 (2.80p) 
-1.08p (-0.44p) 


Dividend 

-H 

057p (0.48p) 

-W 


Pay day X-div 


31 03 99 22.02.99 


Investment: Acquisition follows collapse of talks with Tarmac 

Aggregate adds to US 
stake with $53m buy 


By Francesco guerrbra 

AGGREGATE INDUSTRIES, the 
acquisitive building materials 
group, yesterday reinforced its 
position in the' booming US 
market with the S53m r£33.lm> 
purchase of Bill Smith Sand & 
GraveL 

The acquisition of the Michi- 
gan-based producer comes a 
week after Aggregate saw its 
hopes of expansion in the UK 
dashed by the collapse of talks 
over a £1 ibn merger with its UK 
rival Tarmac. The shares ended 
unchanged at 69p. 

City analysts said that yes- 
terday’s move underlined the 
ambition of Peter Torn, Aggre- 
gate’s chief executive, to grow 
I the group through bolt-on ac- 
1 quisitions in the absence of a 
1 large deaL 

■•They have clearly reverted 
to plan B: to do add-on acquisi- 
tions in the US and some small- 
er deals in the UK. [A deal 
with] Tarmac was the biggest 
opportunity out there but it is un- 
likely to be resurrected, - one ex- 
pert said. 

Mr Tom said that the pur- 
chase of Bill Smith would give 
Aggregate, formed 18 months 
ago by the merger of the two ma- 
terials producers B&rdon and 
Camas, access to a fifth region 
in the US. The company al- 
ready has a large US business 
with operations in Colorado. 
North Dakota, Maryland and 


Market value: £8 37. 32m. share pike 69p (+Op) 
Five-year record 1994 1995 1996 19971998* 

Turnover (Em) 331.7 3*0 8 317.6 600.7 785.0 

Pre-tax profits I £m) 19 5 24.3 23. 4 45.4 72.0 

Earnings per share ip) l 7 2.5 2.4 2.9 4.1 

Dividends per share |pj 2.0 2 0 2.0 2.0 2.2 


Share price 

pence 

80 



■ Men III Lynch Forecast 

1 Turnover breakdown 

• £m 

; 400 

1 996 [ifl 1997 


20 «r 280 — - IEH 
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Massacbussets, where it con- 
trols around 30 per cent of the 
market for heavy materials. 

Mr Tom claimed that after 
the integration of Bill Smith - 
which last year posted a profit 
of $4rn on turnover of $ 15.8m - 
around half of the group's sales 
and earnings would come from 
the US. 

Aggregate's focus on the US 
market mirrors the actions 
taken by several rivals. Com- 
panies such as Hanson and 


Blue Circle of the UK Lafarge 
of France and the Irish ©ant 
CRH have been expanding in 
the US. in a bid to offset flagging 
domestic sales through the 
buoyant American market. 

The driver behind the US 
boom is a $2i6bn roadbuilding 
programme recently approved 
by Congress. Experts estimate 
the plan will translate into a 46 
per cent rise over the next six 
years in demand for sand and 
'gravel used in road construction. 


Kevin Cammack, an analyst 
with Merrill Lynch, said that this 
rise in demand would prove a 
major boost for the earnings of 
the UK producers with a US 
presence. “This is not a boom 
and bust scenario. These are 
rolling programmes and are 
here to stay,” he said. 

Industry experts believe that 
Aggregate and Hanson, which 
went on a $3 00m buying spree 
in the States this yean are set to 
reap the bigger US rewards 
among the UK building materi- 
als groups. Both companies 
have plans for further expansion 
and expect the US business to 
account for around 60 per cent 
of their sales in the near-future. 

By contrast, the short-term 
outlook for the UK is grim. “The 
prospects are flat. If you look at 
volumes, you'll be struggling to 
describe them as anything but 
neutral” Mr Cammack said. 

Although price rises are ex- 
pected to beat inflation in 1999, 
growth will be constrained by 
the current economic slowdown 
and is set to be well below the 
US levels. 

The deteriorating economic 
climate and the increasingly 
difficult market conditions 
should speed up consolidation in 
the sector. Mariey’s takeover tty 
the Belgian group Etex and 
this week’s bid by CRH for Ib- 
stock set the ball rolling and ex- 
perts believe more deals are set 
to foDow suit 


Flying Flowers stops wilting 


flying FLOWERS, the Jersey- 
based florist by post must be in 
the running for worst per- 
forming share of the year after 
a vertiginous fall in the third 
quarter, which saw the shares 
slump from 592p to I30p. 

Yesterday, the chairman. 
Walter Goldsmith, a former di- 
rector general of the Institute 
of Directors, issued a reassur- 
ing statement indicating that 
pre-Christmas trading, which 
accounts for 30-40 per cent of 
annual sales of fresh flowers 
was “satisfactory despite the 
current difficult retail climate". 

He was rewarded with a re- 
bound which saw the shares 
close I7p higher on the day at 
187.5p. 

The company’s growing 
database now contains a million 
names of people, mostly 
women over 45, who get a mail- 
shot four or five times a year 
The comparatively modest 
price of a purchase - around 


BY Clifford German 

£12.50 including delivery charge 
- seems to be doing the trick at 
a time when spending on big- 
ticket items has been wilting. 

Over-ambitious spending on 
building up stock and on mar- 
keting at Gardening Direct, 
which supplies bedding plants, 
has been trimmed back to 
realistic levels, after triggering 
a summer profits warning. 

Stanley Gibbons, the stamp 
dealer acquired in April, is 3lso 
bedding in nicely with Ben- 
ham, the existing business 
which supplies limited edition 
first day covers. 

But the trump card played by 
the chairman yesterday is a re- 
organisation of the businesses 
to provide more central control 
and exploit the synergies be- 
tween them. Fbr the first time 
a finance director has been ap- 
pointed. David Harbord has 
been brought in from a sub- 



Walter Goldsmith: Satisfied 
with pre-Christmas sales 

sidiaiy of AB Fbods and will also 
take charge of information 
technology and personnel. An 
operations director has been 
appointed and a specialist con- 
sultant in business strategy 
has been brought in as a non- 
executive. 

Wrapped up in the state- 


ment was a warning that the ac- 
counts for the year to 2 Janu- 
ary will include reorganisation 
costs of £450,000. but excluding 
exceptional the company is 
still on course to meet the re- 
duced profits of £5m signalled 
in the last trading statement 

In the last two years the 
group has invested £6m-£7m in 
another two-acre glasshouse 
in Jersey, a new call-centre in 
Essex and a new venture in the 
US, building up some significant 
borrowings, but interest costs 
are falling fast and the business 
is still cash-generative. 

Analysts had already scaled 
back their forecasts to £5m- 
£5.5m and earnings of 15p-17p in 
the year just coming to an end 
rising to £6m-£65m and 17p-18p 
next year, when the millennium 
celebrations could spawn a rash 
of commemorative covers and 
floral exhibitions. At just 10 
times forward earnings the 
shares are realistically priced 





-a flN Brief 

MMC dampdown 
on insiders 

THE GOVERNMENT is to 
abolish notice periods for 
companies named in 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission reports in an 
attempt to stop abuse by 
insider dealers. Since the 
1973 Fair Trading Act, 
companies named by the 
MMC have been given 
cggfidential notice of its 
' : .3ferts, 24 hours before they 
are published. 

Builder buyout 

MORRIS HOMES, one of the 
UK’s largest private 
housebuilders, has been 
bought by its management in 
a £35m deaL The deal allows 
NatWest Equity Partners and 
Clydesdale Bank Equity, who 
backed an earlier buyout in 
1990, to exit Quayle Munro 
and Si are providing equity 
backing. 

Hiscox stake 

CORPORATION, the 
da insurance group, 
yesterday announced it had 
bought a 27 per cent stake in 
Hiscox, one of the biggest 
corporate insurers at Lloyd’s 
of London. Chubb said it bad 
no present intention of 
making a general takeover 
offer and would support the 
development of Hiscox as a 
spe cialis t insurer. 

Trust wound up 

NATWEST Enterprise Trtist, 
a venture capital trust, will 
be wound up if shareholders 
approve a resolution on 15 
January. The trust dates 
back to 1981 but net assets 
were only worth £l5m when 
an abortive bid approach was 
received earlier this year 
Shareholders will receive the 
net asset value of 328p a 
stwtfa legs 8p in expenses. 
oti& small trusts could now 
follow suit 


LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


Long CHt 
5 Yr GUI 
German Bund 
Italian Bond 
Japan Govt Bd 
3 Mth Sterling 

3 Mth Euromark 

3 Mth En-oSra 

3 MUi Euroyen 
3 Mth EuroswisS 



Settlement 

High 

LOW 

Esc Root 
volume 

Open 

Interest 

LME (S/ tonne) 

Cash 

dig 

3 month 

Chg 

INESKXkS 

Dec-98 

117.94 

11816 

117.92 

20000 

431.00 

Aluminium HG 

1239 

1240 

8.00 

1249 

1250 

4 

617750 

Dec-98 

109.41 




319.00 

Aluminum Alloy 

1032 

1037 

-1 00 

1063 

1065 

-2 

95300 

Mar-99 

115.27 





Copper A 

1447 

1448 

6 50 

1477 

1476 

6 

568200 

Mar-99 

113 07 

113.75 

112.98 

15365.00 

37309 00 

1 FAri 

493 

494 

6.00 

472 

473 

1 

109575 

Mar-99 

130.70 

130.70 

129.00 

4842.00 


Nickel 

3820 

3830 

10 00 

3890 

3895 

10 

64086 

Dec-98 

93 63 





Tin 

5125 

5135 

-30.00 

5135 

5145 

-25 

7725 

Jun-99 

94.72 

94.73 

94.64 

10773.00 

168948.00 

Zinc 

941 

942 

-2 50 

961 

962 

-3 

318950 


9b B0 600.00 19417.00 

325 00 

96.86 3074.00 249257.00 

96-94 1600.00 779*0.00 

98.31 10496.00 70517.00 

98.24 3904 00 31836.00 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pm rix/S per oz pm Flx/E per oz Coins (SI 

Day's Year’s Day's Year's 

ChR thR Year's thfc the cnc 


Platinum 345.00-2.00 -8.00 PJarlnum 2P5.35 -0.90 -6 80 Kmg'rands 285 83 5.18 
Pa&xfium 310.00 4 00125.00 Palladium 184 50 2.60 73.50 Sovs 67.03 

Silver 4.89-0.06 -1.16 Silver 2 91 -0 03 -0.73 Nobles 386 05 
GoW 287 25-2.40 -3 JO Maple Leaf 287.38 -M 24 


LIFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION 


AGRICULTURAL at 5:3opm 


S a donentftteg 5843.30 

Dec Jki 

Series Call tap Vbi Put Imp V61 Call Put 


5750 1 92 ... 

5800 142 ... 

5850 92 ... 

5900 42 ... 


429 S3 
350 68 
347 78 
260 91 


Feb 

Call Put 
546 147 

509 161 
472 173 
400 205 


Call Put 
620 239 
560 250 
542 261 
510 285 


Beene Crude(S/bamri)Gas oUfSAonneJ WTI Crude (S/barrel) Products (SAonne) 

IPE Last- Crtg Vtol PE Ckw q» Vo I NYM last* Og Spot OF NWB» 

Feb 9.98 0 741 2566 ian 94 J5 0.75 57B8 Jan 10.81 -014 Gasoline 95 107.50 

Mar 10 140.23 995S Feb 96.75 0.75 43SO Feb 1120 0.15 Naphtha 105 00 

tar 10 38 022 1353 Mar 99.00 Q 50 562 Mar 0.49 0.13 Gasoil 94 50 

Apr 1175 0.13 Fiid Om3.5%Sl55 00 


Cocoa 

UFFE &conne 
DecS 8 879.00 
Mar99 909.00 
May99 930.00 
VoL 0 

White Sugar* 
LIFFE SAome 
Mar99 234.30 
May99 234.80 
Aug99 234.50 
Voi: 0 


Coffee 
UFFE S.tonne 
Jan99 1838.00 
Mar991 773.00 
May991730.00 
Vol: 0 

Freight 
UFFE 51446 p 
Dec98 835.00 
Jan 99 815.00 
Feb99 830.00 
Vo): 0 


Barley 

UFFE E/ronne 
Jan 99 76.00 

Mar99 78.00 
May99 79.65 
Vol: 0 

Wheat 
LIFFE Vloroe 
Jan99 77.00 
Mar99 78.20 
May99 80.10 
Uol: 0 


Potatoes 
LIFFE C'roniie 
Mart 9 243.00 
Aprt9 319.50 
May99 327.00 
Vol: 0 

Com* 

CBOT CentVbsPl 
Dec98 209.75 
Mar99 219.75 
May99 227.00 
Vot 0 


Lge Potatoes 
AM ? 75* kg 
Apr99 548.00 
May99 553.50 
Jun99 560.25 
VOl: 0 

Soya Beans’ 
CBOT V5lb*t5 
Jan99 83.40 
Mar99 42.60 
May99 86.00 
Vot 0 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES AT 5:30PM 


OTHER SPOTS « 5 :3opm 



BASE DATE 

LAST 

CHG 

4SCHC 

31 DEC 

"fcCHGYTD 

Feb 

Uue Cattle 

fCME) b 

58 SO 

Mir 

White Mace 

fSAFj S. 100 ml 

643 00 

Index 

1970=100 

129.53 

0.57 

0 44 

215.26 

-39.83 

Fed 

Pork Bedes 

ICME) S/40k b 

41.90 

Jan 

Rubber 

(TCM) V, 5k kg 

76 10 

Agricultural 

1970=100 

183.12 

•0.20 

-0.11 

231-23 

-2081 

Jan 

Orange Juice 

|CTNiV15kb 

103.75 

Mar 

Cotton 

|CTN) S/50h b 

61.05 

Energy 

1903=100 

6222 

029 

0.69 

85.86 

-50 63 

Dec 

Mft. 

(C5C) 5.50k lb 


Jan 

Crude Palm 

(KLCl SilSm 

2132.00 

Irtd Metals 

1977=100 

128.12 

0.00 

0.00 

168.79 

-24.10 

Mar 

Oats 

fCBT) S5k bsh 

10925 

M» 

Sojb 03 

(CBT) S'60k b 

23 50 

Livestock 
Prec Metals 

1970=100 

1973=100 

132.44 

378.78 

1.60 
-1 70 

1.22 

-0.45 

191.03 

463.54 

-30.67 

-18.29 

Mar 

Rax 

IWCEl SrTOtn 


Ian 

Woollen Yarn 

rrcMi Sr'sookg nes.oo 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


INTEREST RATES 


Sterling 
Country Spot 

UK 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 
Denmark 
ECU 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 471.41 
Kong Kong 12.997 
Ireland 1.1323 
Italy 2782.4 

Japan 196.05 

Malaysia 6.3778 
Mexico 16.51 3 
Netherlands 3.1660 
New Zealand 3.2375 
Nonway 12.866 
Portugal 283 00 
Saudi Arabia 6.2939 

SIS 

Spain 23907 
Sweden 13.492 
Switzerland 
US 


Argentina 

Brazil 

China 

Czech Rep 

Egypt 

Ghana 

Hungary 

India 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

Nigeria 


Dollar 

1 month 3 month Spot 1 month 


UK Germany 

Base 6.25% Discount 
France Lombard 

Intervention 3.00% Canada 
Italy Ptime 

Discount 3.50% Discount 
Netherlands Denmark 

SpAduance 3.00% Discount 


US 

2.5<rc> Prime 
4.50 V Discount 
Fed Funds 
6.75% Spain 
5.25% 1 CM Repo 
Sweden 

3.50%. Repo(Awe) 


Japan 

7 75%. Discount 0.50% 
4.50% Belgium 
4 81% Discount 2 75% 
Central 3.00% 
3 00% Switzerland 

Discount 1.00% 
3.40% Lombard 2 88% 


BOND YIELDS 


u 

i 

, dig 

1 yr 

chg 

2yr 

chg 

5 IT dig 

10 yr 

dig 

4.63 

•0.01 

4.59 

0.04 

4.55 

0.03 

4.63 0.05 

4.91 

0.06 

3.25 

-0.01 

3 15 

-0.01 

3.15 

0.0* 

3.49 0.02 

4.13 

006 

4 70 

0.02 

4.83 

0.04 

4 72 

0.03 

4.77 0.04 

4.92 

0.04 

3.32 

-0.01 

3.19 

-0.01 

3. 28 

0.04 

3.51 -0.02 

3.99 

0.05 

0.00 

0.00 

3.04 

0.00 

3.19 

0.07 

3.47 0.06 

4.00 

0 07 

3.30 

000 

3.18 

0.00 

3.18 

-0.02 

3.35 0.07 

3.94 

0 07 

2.49 

-0.33 

3.10 

0.00 

3 20 

0.04 

3.36 0.08 

3.97 

0.07 

0.36 

0.03 

0.43 

0.05 

0 65 

008 

1 20 0.18 

1.94 

0.27 

3.31 

0.00 

3.20 

0.00 

3.22 

0.03 

3 51 0.07 

4.02 

0.07 

2.60 

-0.10 

2.85 

-0.03 

3.13 

0.04 

3.34 0.02 

4 09 

0.03 

3.63 

002 

3.52 

003 

3 58 

0.04 

3.79 0 05 

4.24 

0.05 

1.60 

0.05 

1.66 

0.05 

1 53 

0.05 

1.87 0.06 

2.44 

0 07 

5.75 

0.00 

5.75 

-0.01 

5.05 -0.02 

4.61 0.00 

4.51 

0.04 

4.36 

... 

4.32 


4.55 


4 48 

4.67 



OTHER SPOT RATES 


Sterling 

Dollar 

Country 

Sterling 

Dollar 

1 6781 

1.0000 

Oman 

0.6461 

0.3850 

2.0254 

1.2069 

Pakistan 

84.663 

50.450 

13.892 

B.2782 

Phillipmes 

65.448 

39.000 

. 49.967 

29.775 

Poland 

5.8064 

3.4600 

5.7346 

3.4172 

Qatar 

6 1076 

3.6395 

3926.9 

2340 0 

Russia 

35257 9 

21010.0 

360.28 

214.69 

South Korea 

2020 5 

1204.00 

71.372 

42.530 

Taiwan 

54.114 

32.246 

12879.3 

7675.0 

Thailand 

60.833 

36-250 

0.5078 

0.3026 

Turkey 

521418 

310710 

150.19 

89.500 

UAc 

6.1630 

3.6725 


OvcngSK 1 week 1 month 
Bid Offer BU Offer BU Offer 

Treasury Bills 6 02 5.92 

LIBOR 

Domestic Depos 5.B8 6 1 3 5.63 5.75 6.38 6.63 

Eurosterling Deps 6 00 6 1 3 5.63 5.75 6.44 6.50 

Eligible Bank Bills 6 05 5 95 

Sterling CDs 6 45 6.37 

Eurodollar CDs 5 55 

ECU Deposits 306 3.44 


I www.bloomberg.com/uk 


3 months 6 months 1 year 
BU Offer BU Offer BU Offer 

5.85 5.75 

... 6.44 ... 6 06 . 5.75 

6.28 6.34 5.94 6.00 5 635 69 
5.95 S 85 5 70 5 60 
6.26 6.18 5.93 5.83 5.625.52 1 
5.17 500 

3.00 3.31 2 78 3 22 

Source; Bloomberg] 


<z> 

Midland Private Banking 

Interest rates for Midland 
Private Banking customers 

With effect from 22 December 1998 



Previous 
Gross % 

Gross K 

AER % 

Private Banking Current Account Ui 

Up lo £2.000 

0.50 

0.50 

050 

£2.000+ 

149 

1.00 

1.00 

£10.000+ 

2.96 

2.48 

2.50 

£50.000+ 

3.45 

3.21 

325 


Previous 
Gross % 

Gross *i 

AER % 

Private Banking Savings Account Hi 




Imonrhly mleieu option) 

Up to £10.000 

5.G1 

5.13 

525 

£10.000+ 

5.80 

532 

5.45 

£50,000+ 

5.89 

5.42 

5.55 

£100.000+ 

618 

5.70 

5.85 

Private Banking Savings Account 111 
(annual mleresi oplioni 




Up to £10.000 

5.75 

525 

525 

£10,000+ 

5.95 

5.45 

5.45 

£50.000+ 

605 

5.55 

5.S5 

£100.000+ 

6.35 

5.85 

5.85 

Investment Management 




Cash held on die CaoiU) Account within our Investment Management Smite will earn nflerest al the 

folloning rales: 

Previous 
Gross % 

Gross % 

AER % 

Up to £5.000 

1.50 

1.00 

1.00 

£5.000+ 

564 

5.15 

525 

£10.000+ 

5.83 

535 

5.45 

£50.000+ 

5.92 

5.44 

5.55 

£100.000+ 

621 

5.73 

5.85 


Gross: the rate before me deduction o! lax applied lo interest on savings AEE (Annual Equivalent Raiej: 

A notional rale which illustrates whal the grow. rale would be i< interest was paid and compounded each year. 

All rales are quoted per annum. 

Ill This produn is no lunger available lo new customers. 

Midland Private Banking is a trading name ol Midland Bank Trust Company Unruled, a subsidiary Of Midland Bank 
pic. This interest rale notice is issued by Midland Bank pk. PO Box 757. Hone] Hempstead. Hertfordshire. HP2 4SS. 

Member HSBC Gmtf 
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Japan icackv 
Lm American 
Hawmrko 
wraKyhcom 


UByfcTS! BsBTnatl 




Bant*, fTIB IRE 


(toaEmoe 
Mm Emma Acc 
Me 
Hdfc tor 
Rannry 
JfctOMyACC 
UKSmtoCn 
UKShrtwAn 


Mm w J* 
tm* 

327.00 147.40 WO OS 4 XSOQ 
34500 365.40 5.70 054 X 500 
0095 04*9 DOS 030 X 500 
GO 30 7071 090 090 X 500 
44950 47950 1 50 ZftlX&OQ 


' 615.40 G 5 O 40 31 X 1 231 X 500 
00 74 E 4 . 7 S 222 1 J 5 XSJ 0 


3153 3577 023 003 X 53 

mu Kong GiDati 13330 13060 -000 L 6 I 025 
Sm Find Ml rtangt 5 ge cart 

an 6 w* MM eta* MS pv cm 



Amer Smaffr Eos 23199 

AtoanErtennsa 15446 

Best H Brtfii 9563 

Con 10016 

foams 10 Z 4 Zl 

EinpewK 14409 


EmuSusirCw "45 74 


Genenlto 
General Inc 
Gteiftanw 


GwdCfcn 

Hghsbeto 
Htfra he tac 

J 3 P» 

JtpactoWte 

UgdQKmMcc 

mwiMHi 

ugdrtpyMar 

MQdbcft&etito 

MpUWoMMK 
NorftAuwca 
Pacta:®*) 
FtetarGMh 
'J 4 Grata Res 


- fe 14050 110 0 DO 
9107 0814 033 1.71 aw 

7183 7 T 4 B 029 171 6 DO 

12870 13690 730 238 X 600 
165.40 17600 0 BO 395 600 
102 GO 109 10 0 40 195 GOO 
63 JQ 6737 0 34 0 0 Q 600 
3396 3605 015 239 X 50 ) 

3 &W 4041 017 259 X 500 

1320 14 0 * 07 E 02 ) S.«> 

7)07 2142 023 J 50 5 
540 50 581 40 7 70 0 62 6 
157.60 16700 2.10 014 5 
BDJ 4 01 77 DM 535 5 
4247 44 SO 001 535 5 
102.09 10940 flflO 000 5 
93790 93780 750 2*5 
750.70 79660 750 24 S 
10860 11250 -040 4.91 
26670 28360 -100 491 
12900 13720 110 012 X 
120700 128400 800 4 42 
59600 634 SO 400 442 
r 99 35.10 - 0.60 000 

7071 7461 -156 aon 

13050 13660 I O 0 037 
17610 18950 120 7 83 X 
121 DO 13.70 0 70 283 X 
15750 16720 070 ?« 1 X 
11640 12150 060 241 X 
50490 537.10 810 Q 00 
27130 28000 450 0 64 
3229 34 35 013 094 

130 40 136 70 110 175 


Canada Lite M Trait HnU* 

Btoroced 6614 72 ® 055 136 000 

Rnf 207 x 91 21680 *168 <50 OJM 

Fixopean 135.70 14430 110 0.14 Dim 

F* 5 « 175 78 18600 130 ft-® 0 BS 

GnatoAcc 803 JO 03950 9.40 IDS DM 

GmnfPW 301.10 319.10 4.70 IDS Oiffl 

a&FbedU 4678 5127 422 390 Olffl 

Own 38330 38790 4 70 121 525 

Hot home 29520 31 S 20 150 179 000 

ham to 50110 61714 ) 4 m irwi 

lam Ota 16910 17920 1.40 276 X 090 

M Grata 261.10 27750 4.10 0.12 000 

Japanese Grown 2642 3610 -022 0 m OJO 

Mann Aoaricra 39100 <1640 760 000 600 

IffSnrttaGK 242 28 25910 070 131 000 


UKBravn Acc (E 8 LI 64030881 70 4.90 214 


Iff Grata tac (E 6 1 ) 397.00 422.30 3 . 0 B 214 
UKUCMUto 13530 14390 100 214 


UK bcase me 
lKSusdaCoB 


13530 14390 100 214 
82.94 8623 067 214 
3998 4253 009 211 


IffSnrttaCrt 

Smuator 


FM met he 
Omb be 


Japan* toto 
Jam & Grebe 
Startler Ob ACC 
Strata Cos he 
SpeaalSts 
SpaWSHto 


eanoro Bull Trod KgM CM 

America) KOWo 19023 207 74 -086 023 X 5 D 0 
Eumpeai PortKta 20723 22034 049 024 500 


OutanGanerU 
Hglhcon* 
JapanaedortMa 
Fir* Port**) 

ftjroofc 
wBpfy 
UK Eqrt> £ Bond 
ift Sirota Cat 


IbtqUTMtlaaHa 

Amofcan &pta 81800 B 80 10 11 10 021 610 
ASM Pacific 19103 20750 100 060 600 
Asms * Entrees 38560 351 J.H 610 ITtXCOO 
CvURBiniAa 166 BO 16680 -0 20 540 010 

DMdcnd* Grout 8991 QS. 6 S 142 314 60(1 

EMrt 8672 9228 8.76 198 SO 0 

Enweaa CapU 27120 29010 5 60 023 600 

EonpeaiCaKtoto 29680 317.40 620 023 £00 

Edratacane 4145 44.10 035 639 X 6 00 

Genoa 333.53 35480 630 279 GOO 

aa&FtadU 159 90 1 G 97 T -030 524 X 600 
OWrtGtaaSec 8324 8993 DIG 196 800 

ttidOro. 7839 8339 108 0 J 7 600 

Hgn be Equty 24120 256 00 4 10 3.76 GOO 

Mematana 15620 igbjo 210 090 6 oo 

Japan 7819 83 56 -210 000 610 

UMAnata 4890 5018 151 136 600 

Mooted Income 5856 tOU 051 424*600 

ItawtiSI 10830 2(210 260 (36 600 

Bat UKGtaMb lin.nl 19220 180 192 5 00 

UUlXGwfito 19490 707 20 200 1 97 590 

USEnanmCn 22390 23990 3.70 010 900 

WnMa Bond 29700 30970 -070 3 71 X 600 


AUray Rational VT Haps ltd 

BMvbnjme 165 JO l.DJU (JD 147 510 SnMffCtetae 

Em bcotne 334 30 35600 IX 423 500 Iff & CTO to 

tanvMtt 14650 15790 2.10 0 73 590 JUKAGenlnc 

NtPurCrota 12720 135 X (40 142 5 50 lUA&Ota 

5 maWC<>s 7532 6676 011 2 97 5 90 MWWdaOWIlto 


antes 
Dsraat to 

Efldf heto 

Foully he K 

Eimra drawn 

FarEjsBnGroaai 

GWrt Bond 

Bohri Bond Act 

MgtiYWd 

HntVWdto 

Hamnuho 

Jaw Grata 

Lang CJI Ace 

Lav 91 Inc 

Managed 

Iteragadto 

awnMy beta 

tawByhcrttsto 

Haiti Aoigrtcan 

OUxtM Grata 

ftdimiEeSKuto 

fteteenceffimflc 

Santa cm Acc 

SnucerCmuc 

Ift&Groto 

UK&Gannc 


l ProStlc HT tan Ltd 
Mated 3952 4 ( 82 0 66 


WoiWhMbGwMic 


EarEasCflufen* 
fazdburea 
Ft mar Madras 
hro bMbvjsb 
F unOaOnrrcto 
Got lama 
Offal Bond 
Hen vwd Bon) 
Japan 

Lam American 
(Jaaer Gnunn 
Masfer home 
Plate 

Pn»ti(y Shan 
IX Enraging Cat 
tft iDomn 
wold Poribaa 
ft AmaOntBAa: 
Fr EurpnGxtto 


39X <7 67 066 022 425 
8 S .77 9075 1 77 1 29 X 425 
7114 ,-527 027 0 45 424 
2691 3034 019 0 33 > 425 

5512 56 05 0 65 0 45 425 

204 70 21690 1 77 906 425 
45500 481 47 3£3 906 425 


C 8 y Flnnctal 
I Bo- ten 
i ncaptaf to 
FnanHseCap 
Gey Heninc 


4096 4420 - 1 .G 6 600 X 610 
OJI 3 1(989 - 023 725 SOD 
38891 41161 1051 222 550 
151 95 157 46 (26 629 150 


455 UU 441 *1 JCJ in 425 I ~ ■ : 

53 S 56 13 - 0.17 6 1 IR 425 ! ^jAaB CwBlly 
4293 4411 -022 487 X 425 I En«W) f 4 alii*j 

97 70 10038 0(3 9 42*425 ra-rtcal Hedkai 

»«£ t’g M 15 I SSSSSSa 

sSm Ssi 035 olo ' Onwonowii 
6531 6593 Oil 2.66 425 I eSh&IEik 

ss osss Ss— 

IJiaiiaiESa- 

12 .“' 15 12*15 I tenant Eauey 
36123 379 48 673 D 50 425 I aMMAmia 
13876 14 S 57 253 0 00 425 I SSSrtSSW 


1542 1635 004 000 600 
3686 3690 049 010 600 


Onto) Hnflcal UK Tim* Hgn m 

Amstsan Gnwit ID 81 12950 209 010 6 JK 

Ongon Grown 43 05 4604 024 115 600 

atxyHqnhcto 19518 20693 213 410 525 

BjuKyHphcic 12529 1 S 6 B 137 4 00 X 525 

{urnpean Omati 10420 noJ 7 1(7 0 07 5 25 

twXOT 3489 3710 0 71 001 6 IB 

Extra hcone 3103 3285 -004 4 79 510 

Eataharanto 3785 4007 -605 4 ^ 500 

CenenlEdwIy 14 S 37 15342 128 209 525 

Japan Gnmfli 3190 3351 - 05 S 800 610 


fthSSSSSc 3L1 t n M PdBWSn*C«to 4122 4361 001 225 52S 

SSKM** 13 S J&Ss \p*rHS*vaauc sir 4007 001 22 s 52 s 


Pr Exnahnanato 30B 70 3266a 184 4 67 4 25 
PrGMMbctm 5805 5906 0 42 326 4 25 

Pr Global be Aa 35 84 3777 027 3J6 429 

ft H)^ Income 15861 167 84 094 424 425 nnSnSm.* 


ftMgMometo 21797 73025 130 424 425 


ftagmOimn 
HeUmnaid be Inc 
MawAchc 
Swart SIB 
UK«ndCWR*» 


1927 9448 084 194 525 

3470 3662 020 5 41 590 

0393 6799 027 541 550 

6185 0690 049 291 800 

7 B 32 EE . 07 039 026 525 


ftMnAnwean 378 X 28827 591 000X425 ' Oma hmttmal Mgait 

ft UhAmotcanAcc 27663 28972 5 52 OX 425 1 Amman GeaUgr 

FrPrtl&ftud W 59” 6324 -005 480 425 1 Cage* tom# 

PrPmBfawMto 97.74 10341 -009 4 00 425 Eurmeai Estaiaw 

ftSMCMStt 16254 172.01 194 1 51*425 i FarE« EnoUai 

ft SpestaSdsto 1858B 196 71 176 1 51 <25 ItlKtscMarWO 

PrMMOgt 105920 U1B9S 38 57 0 00X 425 I UK EscatlDf 95 


ftKCMObotto 1059 X 111098 X 57 OM 425 | US Escattor 


ft UK Bln Ow 12481 13172 198 245 4 25 
ftUKBbecnpto 152M 16113 1 245 4 25 


EtOHor 099 105 -001 ON 550 

xan 11 S 47 11681 090 OK 100 

EnalBDf 10173 100 36 074 (UB 590 

nett* 9812 10552 -048 OX 550 

or 100 116.19 122.42 Oil 000 500 

■* 95 12 SJ 5 132.92 063 000 510 

lor 10(16 107*3 005 000 590 


'MfU&caUtato (0928 T 1 GX 012 0 W 5 50 


68 wf ESknp 

Elacal 
SnOtaCor 
UK Genoa 


9500 lOODO 147 0 00 X 50 ) (cared 
124 00 12120-490 104 X 510 ' Mga latne 
224 80 23680 4 70 191 510 fop SO 


B 750 9114 0 97 2 92 4 00 

106 08 11090 TI 3 137 400 

60 75 6328 -OJB 596 X 400 

0600 8998 1 . 1 ! 128 400 


AMY to 

Any Nr 

rtgneriocto 

ttglwtidrc 

womaftidato 

heoraBUdennc 


13928 (47 70 117 2 J 5 500 
10620 * 12*58 0 89 225 5 00 
7715 8110 OLE 356 525 
64.85 68 2 G 019 3 56 525 
15029 15918 013 394 X 590 
10298 10612 013 3 04 X 590 


C«pflO«aB»Vbcto 10150 10710 -020 0 M 
CopeeadmUnElE 9911 10490 -020 631 


Whose 4 UteabT 

WdOOat 7598 79 01 000 1.00 200 

MCOTB 5427 5605 0 00 5 58 310 

rrranato G 1 80 63 12 0 00 5 56 300 


■ BOE 

ConplMHaaon 

fewrnPsnrtns 


(5210 156.00 on ora 300 
8418 88 10 0.00 010 200 


Earn Grown 
Mgti nU Bond 
l* Enulty heart 
WOhnSrtCK 


BaKTraatHpi 

27099 28791 283 215 490 
11993 13698 ( 27 DB 3 X 490 
11417 11708 -097 51 ? 190 
I 149 74 15897 IK 314 450 
14625 18782 015 1 23 4 JO 


Emoeaito 107D0 113-50 260 000 

European Idc 10410 lll20 250 600 

MMshpto <4320 19240 )« CUXR 

Mawsmphe 11910 137 20 1 20 1 06X 

GrooWanhBoto 151 90 16150 190 000 

6 u«tf l lMim 12610 134(0 ISO 096 

NtfdPcanePkUo 107 50 11430 1 10 341 

lame Ace (D3000 111600 12 00 0 00 
lame Ik 38710 390.50 410 356 

Qna* to 4111 4458 D13 ooa 

DMIe *173 44 39 013 0 42 

Santa Cm to 77(10 28910 1 30 Q0UX 

SnWfCmlnc 21590 22960 1 00 0 5IX 

Sant Ana to 5233 5558 011 OOQX 

Saadi AHa he 5117 SS 18 051 orax 

VurrahncAcc 121711 13970 1 10 000* 

VansatrtChC 123JQ 13050 1 20 DOOX 


NrahcanePUo 
lame to 
lame Ik 
O ner* to 
OMIa; 

Santa Cm to 
SnWrCmlnc 
Soon Abia to 
Saadi Afifca hr 


Mh GUM 6 Co ltd 

Ana Strata Cas 446.10 47400 295 000 500 

Ammcai 10620 1145 Q DBS aoo S 2 S 

Bund (3410 142.10 -320 514 500 

BiHshSmCrn ftUf, 10260 008 157 500 


HttiSmCatto 96 44 10260 009 157 500 


HhdUaa 

FTSS 100 Irocac 14890 18990 4109 2 J 3 100 

Bnadaw HOI PW Ud 

R 8 . 8 a 3755 Brantamri, CW 14 4 £B 

•tatpOne; 0171 475 5832 . Bantw*: 9171 476 733 * 


Brtteh 350 175 30 1 80 70 1 70 2 02 0 80 

amsnJSOto 18020 13200 1 70 d 02 000 

Cash ID 120 10120 am 572 odd 

CrvrWe 6 Gen 7190 76*9 0*0 5 05 X 500 

Email) IftHfcrti 5901 6278 055 000 525 

Eaopa 44530 47180 9 45 000 X 500 

EmnSnataCm 124 40 132 30 7 35 0 27 X 500 

lane 419 60 446 40 1 (5 3 81 X 5 00 

IMnatonal 1166(50 123500 2750 OH 500 
ta —M Ite 1171 00 124 ( 00 27 00 0 71 500 
japan 2 SSB 0 312 m -605 DJ» 500 


Mah/VatatHM 0878 001 0117 

Anw SflBta Cm 22905 24387 820 000 550 
AnoSmoCmto 23705 252 18 6*i OflO 550 

Band Inc to 141 88 147 JOB -031 517 325 

Bold beam 11622 122 57-025 5 87 323 

Eurpn PlWsa 136 19 14416 263 0.79 550 


Eupn Pnvhsnto 137.47 14624 2 G 5 0.76 550 


E uBypnta 

EupnSpeciidts 


3 W 16 414 .® 606 0.08 5.50 
l ®34 20411 1 49 000 550 


EurpnSpacSmto 20 * 17 £1720 159 OOP 550 


Japan Srrefei Co* 51920 53330-955 080 200 


Ladn Arana 

Hama 


7921 8107 173 GOO 525 
25780 28390 1 80 2M 510 
83 77 67 64 010 1 05 X 500 
5804 6174 a 16 in 500 


UK Snath- Cm 58 04 61 74 gi{ i 

today* Fanmuafte* 

11 BraWaai ttrotard. lata—. 615 4 BJ 
Cwtaaaw Help Pede Bin 522 4 PW 

BataaetansW 


UJUnAa-he 
c»n 
ton to 


10210 10290 0.10 620X000 
101 » 101.38 0 08 8 29 0 00 
1 38 80 13680 DID 60 S 000 
747 6(1 707 40 1100 JBT SJt 
84 87 90 17 1 17 4 00 5 2 S 


534 00 573 30 9 a 172 525 
11980 127.40 240 129 500 
■*46 80 47630 910 1 22 525 
20990 20918 -820 513*525 
31130 23310 600 139 X 525 


«M 14225 15027 4)64 524 550 

GBYbldto 550 58 58111 -2 48 524 5.52 

Gtotsd Emta to 18898 17098 196 106 550 
OoMEaalt 15352 163 03 1 88 116 510 

ttfflYWd 21431 228 62 3 K 392 550 

HgnVWdto 77025 3 J 9 . 4 I 10 E 4 3 92 550 

Japan 26920 2863 a -MO ora 550 

Jam Acs 272 19 28916 -212 0 D 0 5 50 

Japo Speed 134 92 14353 -168 an 5 50 

JanmSpetttto 135 58 14421 -isfl o no 150 

UBMJraomita sa 75 6151 -028 010 408 

LtOenapau 5717 5875 -027 0 80 a 08 

Moray 5 *aM 10781 18711 all 506 000 

I NBi Annex 18605 19605 491 800 550 

WlAmertato 22992 24444 6 04 OK) 550 

Onanaltam 3385 3623 0 40 3 17 400 

Qfonal leone to 491 * 51 B 7 019 617 «jffl 

Pndenaceto 1098 59 115835 042 696 400 
ftafermee 157 28 ra*B 9 POG 898 4 00 

SndhCm 128.79 13701 -026 105 5 50 

saota to to 18106 193*8 -SUS lift 550 

Ugeito 10948 17748 119 OKI *U 

noei 1 G 131 16801 179 0 JXI 4 00 


Joan to 
Japs Speed 
JmnSpeddto 
USeOraoomto 

LUtaDmgaD 

Money Martel 
Mb Aroanca 
WiAnarlcato 
Onamal Iron* 


12 350 hacka 
USfodhBiW 
Capiat 
Capa to 
fTSEira 
Smata Cm Ace 
Sraacr Cm he 


11910 11970 1 10 118 000 

96.19 BS 85 101 121 Oil) 

atJfl 21620 * 20 117 525 

3 E 3 ) 2)020 428 1 1? 626 

15040 159 80 360 134 X 500 

84 49 88 79 032 2 07 525 

5264 5615 028 307 525 


Strata Cm 
Sarto Cwto 
Ugeito 

ugn 

Tanonnw E» A 
ipnarnwEnl 
IKGnwdh to 
u*Qwn 
IK moor 
Iff lunto 

uxudtouto 

UK Mid-Cap 
(XSntoGa 


227425 2381.41 36 X 0 0.74 4 00 
95060 995701505 074 400 
462 18 46410 528 MS 000 

07446 078 88 995 3.45 DU 

80908 92154 655 122 *00 

*5099 47224 3 35 122 4.00 

»S 10 1184 ? 0(7 00 ) 400 


UKSmtoCosAcc 135 47 14105 02 ? OH 400 


20720 30330 5 DO 000 X 525 

19380 20520 300 0 U 5 50 

9191 9693 -267 000 525 

9086 9682 -2 05 000 525 

23750 25190 390 0 G 4 525 


BavUESaa 

Grant 

Income to 

lam Inc 
I UK hda Iiactet 


5403 5747 060 Z 96 800 

5556 5910 -009 511 X 8 00 

52 51 5516 -008 511 X 610 

55 83 5939 1 15 2 95 6 80 


Edrtql Ban Trad dan LU 
Asa* Smata Cm isJifMUl 


4 PortimBm | 1 H»)F 

55 63 55 87 -DID 604 X 000 

5313 5559 -010 591 X 125 
5138 5*46 0*6 500 525 
5083 5397 075 060 525 


AMa Smata Cm 15310MK) 106 000X350 

IJdSmCOSA 229 <0 (UU) -040 ora 150 

IHoTOAna 711® 7S28D 17« OK) 500 

Emom tac A to 7324Djm ill 000 0 00 
EnwpnoWBBAcc 742UU0I 153 ODD 000 

teopem 9443 10000 110 000 500 

ftraroa 77.04 61 BG 012 122 5.00 


129 40 13000 120 524 X 000 
17 B J 0 16810 210 319 525 
6757 7048 -fll? 617 X 325 

108 50 11210 -OJO 4 ft 325 
14320 148 00 -040 4 06 125 


GbU Equly A At 9562 
Gbsa Eauy a be 9502 
GkbatEtaryfito « 3 S 
GuaEmnyBK « 3 S 
LaoiAmencan 2048 

Managed &onfi 10760 
fatten 5761 


151 042 000 

151 042 000 

152 0 42 DOO 
is? o as on 
065 OOWJ 50 


SaWyiMA 
UVOA 
IK tune 
U* Fixed hi A 
UAGnrni 
I u&amtaGos 


10760 112 40 0.70 0 » 125 

576 l(l«) 023 0 .» 350 

30 * 8 ( 164 ) 0 03 111 350 

ITBWfmn -140 0 00 3 50 

7*5 70 (lfcj) (00 116 X 350 
2014 |Ud) -OIQ 700 3 50 
* 0190(160 200 117 X 350 
rraSOlEttg 020 1 JMX 350 


128500 1363.00 25.00 <28 S 2 S 
50720 623101170 125 525 
58040 821 40 11 80 i 29 5 25 
58740 62890 1190 (24 525 


Iff So* Costa 
UK So* Cm be 
USSnotaCoa 


IBaKapdUi 

231 20 74000 2 ® 000 500 
2226 2162 006 8 47 X 500 

1147 1728 4)21 0 «B 5 J® 

29 67 31.73 001 Z .17 500 
7712 79 54 OJE 117 5 0 D 

MS 40 54900 4 00 000 X 5 00 


EuapemUata* 
Enrp»Vatue to 
EMBkome 
Qobal Bond 


237 0 00 525 
005 0 31 X 525 
130 063 X 525 
002 643 000 
17.17 Off) 525 
106 138 515 
DOS 050 525 




Ugh beam* 43194 
tamSfimti 40172 
mcane&Gvftto 1270 83 
bdaptabMBtfMi 9115 
imfepmdMEMnPUai 2054 


ftnflngtM Belt Hpa* Ltd 


CaaaHhrallMra M Trwt Man Uf 
AmedcaaB Gen 34040 30020 550 000 5 00 


Amedcaa 8 Gen 340 40 38020 500 010 500 
. AflWdcaSGeeto 361 « 38300 6 40 000 5.00 
Etnvembcto 1 H 0 D IE 7 . 7 D 7 i® 000 £Mi 

Europemtacbc 14700 1589 ) 2.40 000 508 

Baa Income 5028 6317 050 5 49 SJffi 

EMnbOOneAcc 7257 7721 0 67 549 5 00 

Haeunnsahc 117 on 1 Z) 10 000 5 UK 200 
CroraK 77810 77510 700 148 600 

he & Gnwtl to 453 W 101 j.«i 070 438 508 
hr & Strati toe 58590 02330 5 00 4 39 500 

Japan AG onto 4038 5114 -137 000 510 

Jn A Gen be 4838 5114 -137 000 500 

Strader Cm to 12077 12848 -427 245 500 

Smata Cm me 9901 ids ra -iso 7.45 5 00 

$nxUS «5 16710 17871 ! 210 141 500 

SpeCHStota 21750 23140 1 60 1 41 510 


Am Bom 14720 
Am Bona to 14720 
AraiSmataCm 68370 
AnerSnaOKAec 593 40 
Captd 37770 

CapUAcc 56 BW 

CadSnutaGm 7174 
CartSoKoito 7113 
Caamtae 15110 

CanafAbto 37330 
Emenffig Mamas 37.07 
EmoUUsta 3756 
Eiaaptan 74110 


48.17 51 K >65 D 0 Q 000 

5928 62.70 -010 STB 508 

4510 47 79 -097 008 X 500 
10143 11015 014 178 X 510 
12219 I 30 B 7 117 207 500 

12072 126 G 9 1.75 I Tl 500 

72.44 7678 02 ? 5 (9 500 

47 36 3016 DU 139 500 


28620 304 ® 7 .O 0 023 525 
31740 335 ® 7 B 0 022 525 
3505 10310 OOO 061 X 525 
( 63 ® 177 ® DID 06 T 525 


24000 753 ® 430 000 500 
151 ® IMS) 370 0 U 500 
138 ® 149 H 020 0 ® 5 ® 
127 ® 1 X 20 140 300 500 
54770 Ml 50 II 30 040 5 ® 
446 70 *76 70 I 70 OJOXSOO 
174 ® 18*60 2 « 0 ® 525 
79 49 83.54 -D.-I 7 4 ® 5.00 
? 19 ® 331 ® 200 OOQX 500 
59 24 59 34 116 68 <& 0 M 

1140 D 12 D® - 2 ® 0 » 500 
91.77 97 ® - 1.35 0.00 5 « 
3923 4127 4 )M 000 525 


EurewaB 
FsEneni 
Mgthcvaie 
lUGnwm 
Horti Anencan 
RrtCm 
GmataCos 
I 5 peoai 3 D 
TnrJEXrrvT^ 
j IK am Iraomg 


5406 5717 4134 t& 5 ® 

14875 158 ® 0 ® 122 5 m 

216 ® 72809 0 00 1 74 5 J 30 

10.42 1 BJ.D 7 -023 172 X 590 

139 43 146.77 014 167 500 

2 MW 23)04 - 1 ® 124 500 

Iff 15 207 ® -966 22 * 500 

671 , 71 13 006 2 * 1 X 500 

89 69 94 41 0 10 2 ® 510 

237.69 2 ® 19 104 1 TO 500 

oJQ 7 S 16 4 U 1 2.06 509 


Eztw Food Hongm Ud 

. Gupts damn istgs igt 27 jag ooo 500 

K 68 3766 029 5 lJ 500 
tad Wna » 7 i 1 U 31023 S® <00 

; taMmESQ 6005 G 371 057 Offi 500 

tatnuiw 5027 53 ® 0.14 8 « 500 

AfoneyManct 10027 10027 007 am 000 

PacdbGnna 1816 1977 015 qoo 500 

wmamseawpos ra .*2 h 11 079 ora 500 

awFWBMM 5310 SJ 4 010 D 00 X 5 00 


EuaaeanAcc 
Gaatocto 
Em income 
Krona 
Homos to 

cm 

Off to 

He*, .’tad to 

HeXUFwlto 

uameSQiMti 

bameADafiAcc 

bBEma 

bocrontito 

Japan AGensU 

JapanSGmto 

■tamdUsahto 

Managenbati 


isaaiSmtteDK 10667 
WiAnwfea 4862 * 


taffeSnmrtXB 
ftal A Bond 
[ft Eaaarpma 



nemnuAx 

MRonato 

J rniQnn mto 


PachcAcc 
Prato toe 
ftmincto 
smta>a 
Sdectw 
Stole 
Sdecrato 
SelRtoihcto 
5 nata Cm 
Smata Cm to 
UK Ecrwy tmxnr 
UKEaeByEmb 

osaown 
UK&OMlto 
UK toojne 
UK name to 
UUUMtaGVfT 
WhUtOnvito 



* ™CL. 
18328 194 ® 0 ® 0 DUX 0.90 
3977 <731 0 ® 0 . 00 X 500 
14323 15 SJT 0 ® 0 ® 6 ® 
26.91 30 75 ora 000 ora 

34.81 ran ora ora era 

99.73 106 .® a» 066 8 ® 

iuoa iran ora ora ora 


J 767 39 * 023 000 500 
29 04 3073 020 ODD 500 
6177 6057 036 0 00 A® 
22540 239 ® 1 * 0 J 1 500 
63 ® 6751 031 534 X 6 ® 
54.40 57 ® a® D M MO 
£79 IDS® 1 ® 0 ® 500 


77 ® 81 06 052 0 JE 500 
1 S 2 ® 182 ® 060 3 ® 5 ® 
12570 132 ® 1 ® 130 ( 5 ® 
8312 BS.GS 0 ® 000 550 
352 ® 374 TO 5 ® 000 5 ® 
6073 7137 1.17 054 5 ® 
8 Sl 54 0 ® 2.1 SX 550 


10 ® 079 ora 
7 ® 0 * 7 . 000 
890 100 000 


IS 

Euapean Gowt 

Mantad 

UKGronb 


91 ® 97 ® 003 319 5 ® 

22000 240 « 2 ® 7 ® 500 

39 5 * 4122 029 0 ® 5.00 

119 78 128 7 D 100 OJWI 5 JS 

118 00 17020 -O® 711 1 ® 

211 10 Z 1420 1 ® 202 5 00 


D* 0183 * 838000 , Boatag: 81834 134313 
Barney* £5050 59420 4 40 1.73 


UgdPfotoacta 
MonWy toawB 
Uowftteto 
Quarodybc 
OarMybcto 
UK Groan 
UK BM to 


BB Saraaol Ontt Trod taps 

HU 1 nW 13519 223 1 *2 410 

Cato 262.85 : 752 * 329 1.10 4 00 

Ddta 825 45 86434 1563 0 U *00 

Etonsecrowdi 564 07 5 Sl 49 757 056 410 

Eumpron 445 7 * 460 7 * 884 0 ® 400 

Far Eta 17057 171 Cl 047 1 42 4 W 

fraud IK 621 ISSBI 2 MBI 121 400 

BltStadHIa: 31 . IT 3242 -8 10 4 58 4 00 

OUPaEmaroMta 8176 9562 078 D 00 am 

rtgtlYlaM 140)6 15514 IX 374 400 

home 5 aenffl 22321 23 X 84 282 401 400 

hbmdloro 30764 40590 441 062 400 

Jnan leOrtictoOT 6035 6320 - 1 ® 0 OO 400 
JapnaeGtli 13902 1*557 -I 08 OOO 410 

MKVH&nhC 114.73 1 18 06 -020 4 85 3 HI 

Hauu Etewaces 50*6 5284 -041 <23 4 JW 

PtarMobC 10013 11323 1 12 2 05 * 1 ® 

PwtMnto 109 17 114 32 I IS UB 400 

gweal Sb mm J 8609 4 08 1 19 4 00 

LKEirargCm 10927 H 4 -U 047 2 J 9 400 

lESndtocds 16 * 05 171 78 3.15 DU 400 


6WtadHbc 

QUHEnogiBlS 

HghYWd 

KowAaoMt 


Japan fednaftrgr 
Japanese Gw 
MagsdEnnh 
Rtadtaourcn 
ftvWtahc 
ftmtttata 
Sweat Sh 
UK EJ 1 W 0 Cm 
US Smata Cos 


Balaacyd 558 ® 594 ® 4 40 1.73 600 

Btocerito 1380 . 00 1*6300 111 *) 1.73 600 
CoUEuSMUACC 132.00 13900 100 0 _E 5 SIB usiftAc 

;ca£ntoa 121 BO 1 ®M 140 OK 5 00 

Emu income 383.10 40700 1 JH 312 X 6.00 MbddOpp 

Eunhcto HSaOO 1211 00 609 3 £B 000 numOpp 

I Geman Gnwb 224 ® 236 ® 380 0 U 5 ® 3 

eamaiKMMcc 235 ® 24760 4 X 0 Off) 510 S# 

GrcmtiPcrUU 85410 90870 8 00 1 JTO BOO 

GhMfi proto to 907 M 965 ® 6 40 1 ® GW Honayj 

hcene Ponuto 733 ® 78000 310 186 600 AmedcasC 

hnnto pinto to 887 X 944 0 C JiO 356 6 DO EBuePto 

759 40 80790 6.00 318 G 00 fflwOto 
2294 00 2441 00 IS QO 118 GCQ Ceil Ax 
8418 8945 0 54 111 BOD j Cxbtoc 

Misralrasl to IDO® 10 G 8 D 0 B) 131 6 W I Ccrpcntf 

MmSfflGo&fecta 20 6 60 21980 Iff) OOO 610 Cmptrattf 

HAafimCo&Hcctra 207.40 215 40 ISO BOO GW Eamytoc 


HMHxACE 995 m SJ 0 ® 
Awnnrhc __ ran iwra of 

Amer GrortftSW 74000 783-20 078 
Atanlmto-Sm 122-16 > 30.70 SM 
Dendun 100 17 > 0 Q 17 002 
nrntai uc to 151 47 151 47 003 
Sow 2 B 3 W 30330 2 JB 

tispaSnwadto 772 W 020 ® W .80 
Eapntowbinc 764 ® Oil . 40 14 ® 
190 ® 2 I 55 SJ lira 
Huhbcome 2056 1198 018 
laftliea 31760 33660 4 70 

japs Srovtn 73 97 77.69 -137 

4*11 4 &U- 1 ® 

MmBaedPMtato 7 C 8 SO 28*00 130 
HanoRTUtobC 23680 2 »® 210 
UKBtoeCnpA 15030 IM-W 200 
UK Hue CM) I 153 70 ' 87 ft; 2 W 
uKEaiyto-asr jit® 44340 *ra 
UK Effiy toC-SW 28 S» 303 40 210 
UK Grata) to 178 ® 191 40 200 
UKCrotalbc 169 ® 18100 Iff) 
Uttndexlractato 3 * 3.40 36530 4 ® 
UKMBtlractalnc 26560 26260 340 
US Tit to sum S 38 *l 180 

UElftlsc 46020 46530 7 00 

Mbdoapps&nnto raw 94.14 037 

nmoppsCrttoc raw 9414 057 

WntUOpoaeanto 9315 9053 0 55 

vartfl imh cntoc 9206 S 801 054 


a!ar 

Iff Son* Cot 


UK Btoe OKI A 

UK EtoeCSb I 
UK EAT ta-SBr 
UCEoyK-Ssr 
UK Grata) to 
UK Gmtal toe 


10150 10159 OJU 
131.77 131*2 OJB 
15151 1 ST II M 3 
12337 127 B 4 08 * 
11*574 121887 1386 
106 .® 11115 06 * 
dlira < 25.94 5 * 
126.47 13454 1 J» 
VH350 1164 3 0 ® 

13177 2 B 08 O 223 
9589 10201 063 
12017 13050 -028 
51 ® 5016 1135 

taM 5440 -001 

337 . 4 ? 3 * 9 .** 3 R 
S 3 ® 0622 024 

5437 *79 - 0 ® 

10 X 62 11023 0 ® 
156 A 1 10651 005 
194.73 207.16 2 ® 








[S 



s 







T’ r 

."ii ii 




frr 


,-fi 1] 








1 1 


'J. 


Ivl 



: 1 


1 1 


r? 




w. 

y 

irl 



E 

ir 















r 

T‘- 





T 












T* 


T.;j 

r- 







ft 

FT 





1 

rr 


I I 

’Hr 

T 


r 


cr- 






It 


y 





21 — dreel. Lntaaa BC 2 M AHB 
ft* in «S 7 0777 . p—tag: W 71 «» 5221 


raftoMi 
Ulnna 
n«SB*C« 
fop 100 


125 10 133.00 0*0 orax S.W 

131.90 1 «® 1 ® 105 500 

10200 109 ® 0 ® 358 SW 

1 Z 5 W 133 80 0 71 ! 2 .t 7 500 

in® 172 ® 1 ® 276 000 


Aewlcan Grata) 
A 2 M 

Cmcna beam* 
ONBdmalta 
Euopua 
RDM Fund 
GUM Bond 
mroneraitiBi . 


DamdUtfid ( 111 ? 


HtaUUMUd 

FAQFASbOpiE* 3148 
PAQFAtaPacA ZB.G 0 
FAGff EHDPa A 59 ® 
HuaFjaao a 3 S® 
FAGF Ltron Amenca 2323 
FA® Lain America 2324 
FAGP llffgr UK A 5971 
PACK M An A 556 C 
FAEf Staffer LK A 5 i ® 
ty A 5551 


varMOKBbcntoc 


mam to 
MajtaTrvfl 
Mtaeilnei to 


AmedcasOotai 

Bbadto 

SfcoCnrota 


i Doit Trod data 

76 ® 1762 035 tiaa 1 ® 

0032 0788 0 97 3.40 100 

75 ® 77 *4 1.11 340 100 

51.15 51.15 am G 07 X 000 
5015 5015 001 007 X 000 

9151 (Udl - 0.10 014 10 ) 
5581 tab -007 514 1 .® 
13200 ltt .70 200 354 X 100 
Klwruui 300 DID UU 
S 7 £ 3 |Ud) 0.16 5 30 X 300 

5568 (U*K -016 S- 3 K 300 
*4 48 4457 -024 415 X 100 
8011(1410 - 2.02 OW Iff) 

0 T .13 68.70 000 7 48 1 JU 
SM 5 IUTO 0 G 5 102 X 400 
W-UlUd) 06 * 18 ZX 400 
£014 Of 33 016 125 X 100 
1 * 0 GO 14 J* 270 101 100 
9047 97 ® 103 Off) 1 ® 


FAGP UK Egtffy A 
FAPAtaPtaBe 
FMP Cash 
RU'EmntfngSSa 
RlPEsnpe 
FAP Oodaffnbt 
EBP Jana 
b*p tola Aow 


406 » <35 00 700 OfiO aw 


NMna&GenAa: 473 ® 503 W 0 ® 000 GW 


0 (C 505 000 
001 5 ® (MU 
57 * 4*0 
142 4 40 400 
657 000 4 00 
-065 036 40 U 
-051 *62 4 00 
-064 4 D JW 
070 534 400 
05 3 54 5 34 4 00 
® 11 ? 106 000 
82 - 2 26 000 *00 
® - 1 ® * 22 400 
.48 4.43 4 22 400 
66 060 248 4 00 
25 08 ? 248 4 00 
SI -OJH 071 *00 
54 -005 071 400 
44 034 OJU 4 00 
07 O® 1 16 400 

66 0 ® 582 4 00 
0 * 004 582 *00 
75 -177 1 ® 4 ® 
40 -147 1 ® 4 00 
44 1 W 1 99 4 00 
85 1 ® 1.90 4 00 

67 2 83 1 ® 4 00 
B 9 1.18 000 4 00 

27 ii2 ora 4 <w 


Frtafft ftpaUenl Staff Trod Wataper* Uff 
Bnftad Bngdaa Ban, CaaBe It, 

iraitai,— d**smn 


Enq: DVn CM 0300 . Mta£ B 7 B GH GtW 
AiroSntafto 20530 210 ® ?® OOO 

Amaiaai iwio 106 ® 130 offl 

American flee 11229 11 BJU 150 OJU 

Astan Grotai 14020 16800 0 « OJQO 

AstnCnweito 155 ® 165.50 050 ODD 

Audltai 42000 4*600 2 ® OJU 

AuJrffai to 47680 51050 3 ® 000 

caaCMbacAct isaao isora o® J.io 

MmagtabtaK 14300 157 J 1 Q OS! 310 

EoffyAtE 1482 JU 1559 J» 3300 144 

taN 6115(7 67160 13 TO 144 X 

EtacUKEqExAc 1 * 2 ® 142 ® 2 ® 2 27 

EHcUUgEito 1*10 13570 2 70 227 X 000 

EnpnGrotaiAcC 54240 57850 1070 0 00 5 75 

EmHOMIMMil) 49500 528.00 9 70 OJU 5 75 

hpons 77 07 82 ® 1.15 362 X 5 75 

2977 D 31750 4 50 3 K 575 
( 25 ® 737 ® 080 1 53 3 JU 
12900 i*W D 80 153 XW 
6143 G 5 00 - 0 * 360 5.75 
101 ® 19180 -110 360 5 75 
51 ® 5470 092 000 X 575 

7574 60.78 1 36 0 00 5 75 
16060 17150 -180 0 00 £75 
9219 90 ® 068 4 32 X 575 
184 60 19080 1*0 4 ® 575 
16200 172 ® 100 3 07 5 75 
155 ® 165.10 1 ® OOO $75 
1(300 15270 100 30 : *- 
16200 17280 -Off) OOO 
12870 1 ®® 0 00 5.40 

unra ioi ra ora 540 

49000 52260 2 60 165 X 
03650 67880 340 1 85 

01 12 06 ® 031 A 4 m 

Snmtstn beta 123 50 131 .TO 040 **D 

smrashpim to 19650 20960 210 OOO 

SMOOVtatlE 182 ® 194 ® Iff) ODD 

foiyatoc 6315 67 ® -113 0 QO 

fokyphe 6252 6 G 68 -112 OOO 

UK to* 59 ® 6314 131 101 

ifffeerota 7*77 7975 ra rot 

UK Groro 279 ® 297 90 6 ® 097 

UKGnwiata 58270 62150 1300 0 97 5 75 

UK tape* Irk ta 0789 > 04 ® 2 ® 186 3 00 
UX Ihh Ok me 9789 10 (® 2 ® 195 300 


Etacpean to 
Japan to 
totn Am to 
Pjcdc to 
ftutWo to 
UhEffffyta 


d Oadnefla Trod 

346 40 360 SO 710 142 325 
MBS 3202 447 OOO 3 ® 
413 60 4 ® 40 6 90 0 5 ? 3 ® 
<7 13 49 * 021 257 33 
10917 114 ® I 13 2 05 4 D 0 
433 JU 454 OO S 60 2 IG 3 ® 
152 41 ) 16 ? 70 080 275 J® 


toPSc Basb 

torftcSashto 

Planner tamps 

SmtCosMcvry 

StatosAtato 

WnUntdeGrami 


CcnadEBaWta 
CaiptasieBcnftae 
toaxy l acotn e 
Emwa 
QKAto 
SO A be 
Odd Bod 


14610 15550 OOO n® GW IBOAtat 
157 ® 167.88 ora oro 000 QdriBad 
230 70 24080 230 2 so 3 ® i Japan Grow® 
<7760 ST-HJ 17 . 1 C 25 J 500 FtaSsGronia 
68390 71980 24 50 254 SW ! PtcfiaAAa: 
46840 490 ® 310 053 X 600 IPbflbAbC 


MrerfftGrotaito 69 f 30 73970 4 ED 052 680 


HIVESCOFtad Manager* LU 
Amer Smata Caa 19100 19 
Anoicaa Ontai 


MAS SocartUes LlraHed 

AmiHnry 737.10 7 ®® 600 0 43 5 JJQ 

Ana Hone to 855 ® 903 10 7 ® 043 5 DO 

Aina Smata Cm 172 ® 181 ® 300 0 ® 500 
Angncro 72170 761.10 950 Q 43 5 JH 

Amman An 908.00 95780 1100 0 <3 s.w 

AmffSnffCtKta 17610 1 E 580 3 CO Off) 500 
Ansotai! Gan 


Plate A Act 
PtatoAbs 

<jrcfax CO] 

LVv Gnurffi 
vMMc*roaEaxr/ 


31 48 (Mid) Off 

®eo(iM am 

59 ® ta# 124 

382 G OM -075 

23 ®M 069 

2384 tan 069 

5971 rtM 109 

5560 AM 0-53 

sr ra SbS o® 

5581 (MQ- 081 

3219 3301 009 
4011 SJII 001 
3104 3335 OJ5 

90 ® 101 ® 070 
51 40 5368 - 0.12 

28.85 3023 -012 

9338 0004 083 


Santa 

SJarhflFhravo 

laiPro 

UKEmnyLeatm 
Iff tody henw 
UKSraott 


a® , ran 4 ® 

08 ? aw 4 ® 

OM sra 158 

- 1 .B 0 m ooo 

2 J».Uj 05 4 ® 
ODE 000 4 ® 
- 0 ® 080 400 
147 l.» *50 
-OHiOEW OJU 
4)09 01 ® 43 B 
0.01 6 . 7 ? OIO 
a <7 DM 4 ® 
021 3.47 4 ® 
005 328 450 
OJM 2 SB 4 ® 


-j \ \\ D . 

: V \ M S- 


‘“WW-. ora 4® 

^ ’JfS a® ^ IS 

W 01 84 ® 0.00 130 4 » 

1724.16 1 EU 0 ® 27.45 2.10 3 .® 

11490 12180 - 0 ® ara 4 ® 

240.10 262-90 IS iff *S 0 


Stegar A Frieda 

Carom 

GumonHii 

heedmOriMPfol) 


EJnBSadEK 

Rdvradbc 

SmffB’Cts 


HdeUntaGroMh KL 66 6701 056 
bdapeotta bmroa 6* -33 68 ® 006 


uuim 

Anrtan 

CacBff 

Caati 

Eunpaai 

to Enron 

Rnlhtarad 

Own 


a Ball Trod Man 

627 ® 66213 *60 D® 5 ® 

192 ® 20040 3 ® 008 ' sm 

101.43 10143 004 616 ODD 

244.60 250 ® 4 ® 0.18 5.00 

126.40 133.711 0 ® QtO 500 

123 ® 126 S 3 -000 - 408 X 200 

22803 0*120 «® I® SBC 

1 BZ® 19 ?ff) 270 STB SM 

65540 him -000 016 60 Q 


TAP UK 

FAP UKEvAytac 
FAP UKBedW 


85 ® BO 01 093 
7 G 77 BI 1 I 7 007 
57.78 6004 -002 


17704 19020 1.74 1.70 000 
23350 17086 2-83 1 * 5 X 600 
12*92 130 BQ - 03 S 596 400 
163 44 17400 185 380 X 000 
192.16 20587 112 000 6 JU 


Europna Growl 
foctnobm 
UK Grand) 


®® 0508 1.77 OW’ODQ 
11980 127 ® 283 OW 525 
81 J 5 9781 001 184 525 


htaitdfa BaR Tital Haro LU 
Coatnffn Perl Eft M 


196 90 J 90 OOO 300 


KFO Matuat 

. AronEw 


ttJ -3 21750 1 ® 200 600 

laangn f AlSroefoacta 

Iffiio 2 TC® 300 a® 400 I Erring Mk 2 s 
17 E 70 7 SSOO 280 000 X 480 Effdy 
24040 201 JO 500 DW 480 EmUytac 
23850 25150 463 SOCK 4 50 tospesm 
117 ® 11410 4)90 000 ISO tot« 

116 EX 1 Z 2-10 -T DO 000 MB nglWTMa 
1 ? 2<0 12080 1 ® 001 480 FlSEIMUracta 
1128 J 118.70 11 D 0 61 X 490 i GrawnfibcomeA 
6700 9253 061 111 480 , ftPKftUailffC 

61 71 J 0 C? 005 311 X 480 1 KuMnfood 
57 27 6017 -an 418 480 ' M Grown 
42£5 4 J 51 121 a® 450 taoged 
42.14 44 ® 1 ® 000 X 450 ! H*i America 
15 S ® 156340 1280 0 ® 480 | PWUTO) 
irJS S 3 127480 10 M 0 ® 480 . UX Ell Cos 


SI® 97350 5 ® 171 525 
252 ® 260 40 4 ® 2 ® 525 


Dl Incdae 

Arecasta 


107.60 198 0 0 ® 223 3 00 'AmsrCBlrc 


9351 9719 21 B 000 3 ® I tattwSGento 246 ® 26080 040 22 ! £00 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 


GUIDE TO 
FLEXIBLE 
MORTGAGES 


E appear to 
Ewrwac rK 
rarEKto 
Far EiH te 
. S 3 Caro Ac: 

■ - 3 B Care to: 

' G^B^ansto 
- odtoiscsc 
; tSgJrg aniSc ie 
! LaCArrdi U33 rACC 
1 LanAnrcs’.'sc 
Ouernc to 
1 BtrawK&SD 


Sreai aaTrttoac iHraueu 


uSnlnlei 272 -.S 33 288 ® 360 272 X 6 ® 
EmngMds 2741 302 025 163 SW 

Eqaty 157000 16 ® to It. CO 116 5 ® 

EmAytac 14980 156 ® 1.10 3 BOX 500 

Baopean ? 70 ® 2 SZJU 5 ® 000 Sfffi 

toEta 129 SO 13740 - 1 ® 1.19 5 ® 

nSEiraOactata 12160 12060 160 214 X 5 ® 
FT 5 c 1 ® foadaeOs 17020 177.10 Iff) OJUX 50 O 
GraamSbcameta 420.10 444 ® 350 134 500 
&PMUbcanaCM 22200 Z 35 7 D 2 W 137 500 


62 ft 64 ® 0 ® 680 , 2 ® 

67 ® 93-29 0.65 151 550 

12 B 80 136-50 3 ® 010.550 

8706 9022 100 14 ? 258 . 

7205 7705 055 178 550 

13750 145 ® 190 016 59 ) 

1350 134 ® 2 ® 0.13 5 50 

8450 9057 Off) 155 S® 


let 8880 33 ® 51 MdiacMOOMMBB 

h m ataiat Fanffi (BBC) ’ 

BetnO Skann 


ttCta 1 Z 23 ® 12 S 7 G 0 14*0 1 56 4 ® 

, uiiisi ?siu 6 i<® rra isex*® 

U> cOircAlc 15742 15570 150 1€0 4 50 

i>. cjctt/ifcn: )IEJ 3 i"£D 1 ® 1 ® 4 ® 

U> 550 ?=sta 77 ! S* 13.32 210 073 4 ® 

' to 143 0 151 .« 110 0 S< 4 ® 

v.yjaxs 135 ® iJAio ora dm j® 

V.MC-Jrfs )d A= 120 El 1^52 or 2 ® 450 

its oc ‘-07 55 11121 Os) 2 30 480 


mtaffdca 
Ponttfip 
iw Em cos 
I WMdeBcnd 


5274 5202 9 07 5 JBXOOO 

101 ® Iff.® 110 Off) 5 J® 

241 ® 255 ® 250 044 5 ® 

182 ® 20340 400 008 500 

151 ® 15090 1 ® 1.16 500 

134 10 141 ® 0.10 121 5 i 

5904 020 * -021 212 500 


AmfcrtrGiiMcc 4303 Md) 
Adta’KtfcGrmta 50.77 fud) 


Connor Emd Act 7 U 00 MQ 
ConunK Bond be 5799 ( 1 ®) 


RL EotatyGwdito 670 ® 60760 6 ® 154 X 5 ® 


61.75 05.71 -071 000 5 ® 


5 L jama Ptasa ITT hn lid 

GdQoaB Bond 11070 12180 - 0.10 3 44 375 
CnncnKftaWto 135 ® 141 00 -0 10 544 175 
■vS iiS OM 480 tlMlyhcta 11660 1 B 40 1 ® 435 6 ® 

Sr sa toMrbcbc 109 ® 11670 060 4 ® S® 
W £5 i*f >1 la .-toEidta 109*0 IIS ® -090 041 5 00 

1 ,3 J J *' 1 30 *”... . Fm Fran hr. 106 J 0 11250 -OBO 041 500 

i Grovrtita 20500 21690 0 ® 0.30 5 W 

HI® 167 >0 3 i 3 1 12 5 00 Erowuhe 196.10 20960 0.70 030 5 ffi! 

: 22 jf 140 ® 050 *63 500 . Grt&dtagAix 975 ® 103200 1000 053 5 ® 

Grt&uftcgtae 61240 646 ® 6 ® 053 5 ® 

I Mmoaotel Act 739 ® 782 ® 4 ® 0 ® 600 

125 JE )23 1.10 167 5 ® ! btantattl be 529 GO 56040 3 ® 033 600 

" 31 . 1 C 130 ® 1 ® 167 5 ® j NtKntnSM he 523 ® 55380 -070 0 ® 5 ® 

1 * 4(0 15 ? "C 173 123 500 ! RUAiimUffto 63290 070 ® - 0 ® 0 ® 6.00 

r r- fcewsyta ii 69 D ia.eo 0 ® o.w s® 

‘J??*.™- | Ftasrtryhc 11310 110 ® 0 ® 010 5 ® 

25 UKSGeoftagto 420 TO 451 ® 340 l.iB 5 ® 

'sir ^ ?m» 7 m 1 UK&Genftogioc 36280 38370 2 ® 1.16 5 ® 

S$: 3 m I LKWgntacSffAce 2 * 7 ® 2 G 1 . 7 D 1 ® 3 ® 5 ® 

! Uiogmanffbc 19050 201 .® 1 ® 3 ® 500 

SS PI SO iS,H ? 

450 ! 48*5 -Iff OJU 525 I 18-22 Itartem ll rt ; J l i ml ll i . CMM MW 3 ® 

113 ® 12424 OH 116 4 ® I 5 SS=TS 5 ti 5 wtS 

90S S6.94 119 120 X 5 ® PMalB BaW BM 1 W 

’El? 2 tTI^ tataBtasOBBO 727770 

££ 'SS tawSmdsCm !®OT 

72 ® 7783 -0 33 513 5 25 cj» 15170 

11875 12523 026 211 525 nShOrosw 4 J 07 
'S 79 13270 0 ® 211 525 ioniwmy 7651 

•»£ 1 »« \n ijWOjJJ SXfft 3719 

<42 02 142 1 * 10 < 175 0 ® bmma Grown 37350 
n-iH ! EmbSasffoC® M 14 

Eroahcsau 7329 

EdhteglBOSn F*£^ am Bwa 5704 

FvEjkuCidCiq 36 5 S 
«. Brekm 0500 060000 . FbpacroSKs 447 ® 

55 Go« 4 Ettaam 2730 

GoiW Bl 60300 

a^iutBUMk rai bcome 5623 

TIB 76 r 119 0 ® 600 WWMIOtaBand IK® 
mi 75 64 in ora ooa nu ?ra® 

irora 136 S 3 207 237 SOQ -W» GraWn 12330 


Mattastnlla 

S«-rscW.G«ir USX '.£7 >0 333 11 ? 5 ® 
SEJrorWbc TEjT- 14089 050 4£3 5 ® 


by Nic Cicucti 

Sponsored by 

Rrst 

SSS Active 


■atlnata dc 

Zi3£7sse 

ExncB/s 

UKfirart) 


ia« 132 ® 1.10 1 67 5 C 0 
131.10 ! 3 a *0 I® 167 5 ® 
1 * 4 (C ( 5 ? 1 C 1.70 121 500 


Bat Wed OnB That 

;isc?t 1 

iSTM to 1 

• toa i n aic 

ECTfiTSTata 

rfscEiKto 
toccPunato 
: FSl^FeiBSSC i 
. jsanto 


UKAGenRogtoc 


Can ft Pntapar Ssaafflas Urf 


i S J e yaa 
, U'Sssf.'Crw-ls 


BbeCMpTracKUV 14 Z® 149 ® 2 ® 1 . 7 | 5 ® 


Cut 

EqnoyGnmti 

EdoOBanermrar 

GANOA 

WCffllffPIOlO 

naoWMac 

Japan Graab 

KAmncaGronn 


4905 5029 0 ® 540 X 1 ® 
73500 304 10 510 123 S® 
214 ® C? 7 ® 6 ® 0 W 6 ® 
39070 417 ® 6 ® 147 X 5 ® 
9557 1 ®® 1.11 ZS 7 X 500 
16 DOO 170 ® 01 J 5 ® 

73 ® 77.41 -237 000 5 ® 
39090 411 ® 770 OW 500 


Or send to: Independent Guide to Flexible Monies First Active Financial 
pic. Sir William Atkins House. Ashley Avenue, Epsom. Surrey KT 18 5 AS 


i Lttoflv&nBta 
; UKGttfjRM 
UKGCSftCKto 
. UKSmoteCos 


BT GMari Fnad Mgral Uri 
Anw Strata Cm ?51 ® 78 S 20 4 ® OJU 628 
EuEdy&Bnato 8123 raw 0 ® 305 628 

tofotySflodta, 6707 7101 0*4 35 B 526 

Eutpcan Grown 1040 ® 1103 ® 1800 0 M SX 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
Address 


I i UK Data to 


GUcd Bond 
GtaMBwdto 


56 ® 5904 -031 409 626 
6 ?M 6604 -0 35 409 5 ® 


Postcode Tel no. (inc code) 

fl Data pi Meet ion nonce please «•:* mis c-> if /mj civ i>:< wish jr. 

1 — information about pr-rc.iKiS wd wr-.iccs tr-rm me rusr A,:rr.e rjnxip 


BUd Dyaamtcta 5664 ®® r .*9 0 ® 626 


Hfonitau 

HdOflaUto 


Bcome to 

MwaaniOirti 
idlmm 
Jffroi Grown 

OrotAcc 

UKBMhpto 

UKBkffCtabc 

UK KavhniEta 

UKKeyHudWE 

UKSmcmto 

US &TMTJ 1 


5700 6121 - 0 M 624 526 

7279 7095 426 624 5 26 

234 ® raJ .70 2 ® 3 ® 526 

ass® 306 ® 3 ® 3 GB 526 

434 ® 4 ® 10 300 049 526 

143 ® 151 40 1.10 1 76 X 5 ® 
392 10 415 ® - 0 ® 001 5 ® 
116 10 126 00 0 ® 060 526 
4 W 10 52310 7 50 079 5 ® 
26880 7*90 4.10 079 5 ® 

5004 53 ® 074 1 ® 5 ® 

504 a 5399 0.74 105 5 ® 

07 06 93.71 0 39 < 00 5 ® 

US JO 305 ® 710 OJU 5 ® 


Ammraito 
Amman be 
AmwSBi Eraera 
rattan Grown 

< BWH katnuoaff 
Cg*J Grown 

| Enwipng tartan 
Bvopm 
EiaSOKbdOpm 
EjOlYWd 
O 0 UI Bona 
GMai Stooged 
Global UUtan 
DWiMRas 


""afro 303 ® 500 000 5 ® 
2 ® 78 303 ® 580 000 625 
19690 20637 *.15 0 00 X 5 ® 
7621 81 ® 1 01 1.39 J® 

I 17437 1 B 365 IKS 048 5 ® 


S bonne 
bonne to 
rang Kong 
ronBhff O d 


uaswwojto 

uararmabc 

PacdfcGnnrti 

ftaocaltat 

PDKtadmto 

UKtadw 

Iff 5 oiota 0 m 

UKUwtWSBcto 


31 18 3335 0 f 8 OJU 5 ® 
2 ?T 4 fi 2 S 407 401 07 J 5 ® 
37350 39572 756 OJU 5 ® 
Z 752 2862 OJU 6 ®X 302 

2902 30 0 B -013 * 65 X 362 

17919 18983 2 ® 066 5 ® 
S 3 19 26917 4 . 4 ? 1 . 10 X 525 
51 17 5 * 73 - 05 * OJU 5 ® 

47 75 5000 047 213 X 5 25 
4775 50 M 047 3 13 X 525 

115 ® 123 48 0 ® 240 5 ® 
13130 13 BJS 1 241 013 5 3 
I 397 G 147 ® -316 0 00 SM 
12123 1303 1 44 1 73 X 4 00 
119 05 1307 <41 173 X 4 JB 
13398 14327 050 ! 3 l OW 
146 ® 15636 159 308 5 ® 
37451 4 WH 4 08 3 08 SB 
?»W 245 27 2 J 3 2 7 B OW 
2®01 24065 0 ® 735 5 ® 
217 « 232.18 2.73 2 fii S® 


W OTO Bon d Band 
bd Grown 
HftmnAcc 
Jjpn Grovdi 
jiim Brown to 
jjpanSataeiCm 
uonaou 
Mauged to 
Morey 

iljpen Ditows 

SEAtaGnrati 
lAemmam 
UK GroraB 
UK income 
UKSmtaCOC 


Brnmons 

BrtWi Qppa Aw 

CapUAcc 

Caotabc 

CroPXty&Cen 

CmratySGoita: 

Cmporoh Bond 

Dmt 9 Ad 

ffridtadto 

En apron 

Etrapronto 

Enpri DMdenl 


top* Sm Cm 

EMpnCdCwto 


ETOJbcWff 
Find ti hr Ta 


GdtKFnjia he 
awusaicAtt 
' ijakl S Genera 
i GoldMenta 


LlUMtoantaK ?17 85 C 3210 ?73 ?87 5 ® 


MGOTiBAto 916 66 (IM) 
hlKMiCWnc 807 56 (lid) 
EupnGmOAAcc 269.49 fUA 
topaGwftOAin: 23 iE 2 (IMi 

Adtagroi 184.71 194 

Amignto 187 B 3 197 
FjifcOCrKIAto 39.19 (IH 1 
FaExUGnnaAhC 24043 iMdj 
JaproGora a A B 1 J 7 ilidi 
JWtaGRMaB WMlUO) 
WnAmerrjjiOAto 73353 lliffi 
WiAniBGmCiAK 588 59 (UM) 


NTEflrty&rt.OA lOariWCi 
lADmtdCUJicr sum iuo 
UXEM ddCIAbc 21851 lUd) 


916 66 (UkO >® 056 500 

807 S 6 il 60 > 1 13 0 56 5 00 

26949 fUri> 332 056 5 DO 

231 E 2 (IWi 337 D 56 500 

184.71 19460 OOO 000 5 W 

187 S 3 19789 000 QOO 100 

S 9.19 (MHI 0 ® 021 5 00 | 

240*3 iWfl) 023 0 JI 500 I 

B 137 iUdi 022 02 ) 500 

»WiA»o) 032 0 00 4 00 

73303 lUdi 523 0 00 600 

566 58 (tan *28 ora 5 » 

ioa? 7 (Udi -a® ooo son 

2 S 5 D 4 tudi a 17 i K? soa < 
21651 lUd) 015 1 62 500 


AiDBSBffCmto 19100 201 10 400 00 D 300 “* 2 *?. 

towun Grown 434 50 453 60 6 30 OJU 300 ftwpteto 

topH&owbto 450 00 4, -0 00 6 40 0 00 3 00 

Euffl Wtaet CM 7207 70 1 3 0 42 0 00 JJU Man, JOT to 

Fnndi Grown 14060 152 JU 3 ® C® 3 00 

FiendCnmOiAcc 156.70 1645 U 150 0 ® 3 00 Ctetalre 

GUAadln 30*8 3149 -024 6 68 X 3 W vnatoj tfym 

QUEmgMocto 5777 60 33 0 91 007 JOO CmrrtySaento 

GbiEmgWamtn 5709 H 6 ? 0 89 0 07 JOO S^*Wr» Bond 

HbPlwmehv 56 97 57 08 -Oia 077 JOO E*"*** 

W&ogiCMBPBl 754 ? 7839 DO* ? 1 J JOO »ritaldto 

UK hams GwSi 64 ® 6711 084 222 JOO toflparo 

Wn o wn a Bond 5340 H (U - 0 JO * 90 X 3 00 EmwW'to 

bdGrawn 8389 Bill 006 Q 02 3 00 EwbDmAhm 

bd&DwDi to 85 K 88 9 * 001 00 ? 3 C 0 topn Wddaato 

J 4 PH Grata) 19*8 2030 029 DW JW 

J»» Grown to 1946 aw X )29 0 J» 3 W EorotCllKforto 

J-s»n SntaV Cm 22 Ifi 23 07 41 ® 000 300 ETOatemto 

MmOH 1079 Q 11270 1 50 1 29 X 300 

ttaugtd to 113 JD 119 30 1 40 i an loo 

Money 101 IQ 101 10 0 00 5 92 OJU ftbd.W jwwto. 

Rupert omens 154 70 I 61 E 0 Z® 067 X 00 

SEfttaGrotai 178 90 IB 6 40 0 10 8 44 3 00 GWjftWUncAa 

IA e«n horn 11280 11760 1.00 4 40 100 <*»® 

UK Grata) 6074 fflw 130 127 X 300 

UK income 48 ? JO 50800 5 ® JJ 1 JOO IfffmiKriU oalAc 

UKSmtaCM 4131 4314 Off 2 ® JW 

Jofenanfty heme 

Ewm Grown 1503 ? 157 64 2 59 OWUsOO bumeAcc 

GUWGrown 1 ® 09 115 54 3 B 0 00 X 5 00 bdnlntato 

Maatabcune 98 60 103 35 -OM 715 X 4 ® ladn Inc 

MwJaBB 67 37 71 5 J 4136 0 00 5 W tat Grown 

GOBI Grown 225 14 23 2 * 1 19 1 42 5 W Wlijrnta)ta 

UK Grown 189 ® 17768 4 OS 0.72 5 0 D n Borne to 

unman*! 157 60 16677 305 227 5 00 H bcome 

Jrodta Dull Trad MaBtain Ud iapmto 

Cte» 50 66 50.68 001 603 0 00 ^S^fcfCos 

CmaZeBontl *930 5069 -007 66JI4 0D JSnanKKte 

£o*KJy 116*1 12363 -3 10 03 a 5 00 

toocein 2951 ? 313 95 JOS DM 5 00 

Fa EfTOn 27 ?® ?W 50 -Ija 0 00 SW 

FhauteUtaa 73 ?? 78 09 0 7 ? 0811525 CSSy"** 

Fsndofbr triEC 57.01 a 79 0 *A OJUAS® a^wSJto 

CWUIOPPOIR 6361 5724 051 0 77 5 ® Staota 

Grata) 4 mams « 6 i 58 ® 0*5 2 . 1 X 5 ® 

toffh«m 6600 TO® 016 419 5 ® F^iAaa 

Dome 299 66 309 20 0 64 3 75 5 M 

Honn Amedun 56.73 60 ® in ow s» 

UK Grown 11434 1216 ? Off) 140 SOI ‘SSJ*— 

UK ■Spec SUB gll 71 57 080 Q 31 !■ ® “tSS) 

Lanrond) Ksda UKGihto to 

Ondgebcone < 02.72 <28 c IE <W 5 DO yj ? ^ 

EtampieGcecSas 5279 56 16 0 ® :£ 8 i 5 W 

E«nw«EoecSeto 56 W 6056 007 2 58 X 500 * W16<WWCT 

Penan Grown Si® 5453 073 ioi 550 Mtaa • Spancm 

bonSOMl 96 66 I® 17 1 ft| 2% 5 SO HMrUaae 

Santa Cra 104 ® 1 I 1 B 1 0 42 r 76 5 50 UhPurapla 


9400 95*3 0 67 UO OOO 
296 60 ?WI? 2 7 ? J 30 1)00 
6120 6*60 0 ® 3 09 6 00 

S £50 23900 0 80 3 JN 5 W 
140360 148*40 1960 I® SW 
11300 115760 15.70 2 K 500 
20510 30150 -l « 158 5 W 
<2000 45 »JO-?ra 108 500 
WTO 5088 -Ol? 540 X 000 

5300 seoo ora 442 x 500 

259 W 27)90 1.10 4 43 5 JU 
953 10 1 W 7 90 I ? 30 092 X 500 
123 * 10 13 V 5 00 15 90 0 93 X 5 JU 
118*0 1310 1 10 301 500 


Capdnb Band be 5799 1 
EmieiaCqGrtito sara 

GbtalAangpAcc 6426 

GMHAMUrinc 5793 

Off ft be to 5622 

GrttSttbe 4550 

MEgGrUto 51.11 

japBMMEqGrgito 6077 

U — radto . 7924 
IK Si to 3021 ( 

UK an be 30 IB 

UKEonGwhto 141.40 

UXEffFtoKibcto 77.04 

UKfe»*«h«rM 5401 

UHincNAcc *060 

UKSaffCoto 6020 


OJU Off ) ’380 
0.«9 DJB 050 

-aio 5 ® sm 
-010 525 X 300 
100 Off) 250 

ora 105 oju 
an 105 000 
100 270 308 
ora 370 X 100 
080 aw 250 
-aio ara 35 § 

1 00 1 81 550 
000 16*300 
0 D 0 504 200 
:.10 060 350 
1.40 *42 3 J» 
DJV 4 * 2 - 3 « 

H 40 1 jx- joo 
ara -ara. ara 


S*- 
'mil 
^-n» 


. ~.v g 

• - A 


• -fit* 

■ . l-'fti 


SlMOft bwf M Tad In UK 

American 091 ID 719.40 


American 
America) to 
AitaPacffc 
AxtaMcto 
I odun 
Brian Acc 
! BneiffnoMataK 
BiWMMBto 
EurooBM Grotai 
EixpnGrowhto 
Etatan 
torroam to 
bi wa naat Tnm 


691 10 719.40 750 0 OO r 2 JU 

803 7 D 84390 900 OJU SOB 

294.00 31110 1 J 0 ' 2 . 11*000 
32430 3*530 1 JU 211 5 JU 
168230 177990 1720 22 ? 000 
3 * 01(0309990 35 00 222 000 
1108 D 12058 020 141 500 

121.70 12050 030 1.41 000 

161.40 1 U .50 270 000 000 

151.40 16050 370 Off) 000 

7123 7586 OX 023 SOO 

8095 0589 Iff) 0123 SM 

28910 30040 *20 0.79 590 



’.v^sha. 
- * <*1 ‘ 


Imeamrt Thulto 34 IJ 0 36220 SJU 0 79 SOO 


COdatl; B 880 829 100 


IC 1 58 ICBC 124 120 XS 2 S 
5*57 5749 4124 5 13 5 ® 

72 9 C 77 83 233 513 5 ® 
118 75 12523 0 ® 211 5 ® 


IftSrafcfCteAcc '2 73 13176 0 ® 2(1 5 ® 


130 Ji 13905 ( 75 1 75 XOW 
1*302 1*374 181 1 ® 000 


1 Bewtpu Fnnd Baiogros Ltd 

2 FedlrW Siyazre, EfirtogJi 0 O PSO 
. Caents 0900 01 * 330 , Broker 0500 090800 , 

1 oaaflag. BSBO 4*0000 


Meroet lo ( u»M t >ai gB m rt aftc a.*> 

Ana Grand) to Tie 76 ® 119 QDQ 600 

AnieriVxwnbc 71 11 75 64 1 18 OJU 600 

8 ntti 129 a 136 83 207 227 GOD 

Cranto 77 03 7703 0 01 8 41 X 060 

COItail 50 36 W 3 C 001 641 X 000 

Drantuttrr I 42 J] 15129-0 46 215 X 000 

< toopejn 10709 11*86 1.86 057 6 W 


Jane smjM ok n *20 


EienpondatUMdfiB 11970 719 ® -006 213 X 000 


Korea 

Lam America 
Uastoiund 
New Eunpe 
ftanuftyhybe 


PuBtatoffvGwtt 242 J 0 


Eurpn OMdendAcc 156 30 1 M *0 1 50 201 5 00 


7320 7750 050 0 .G 8 XS 00 

73 60 77 .® 0 90 DOOJISOO 


EdTSBenmeto 202 S. 30 ?f 4 i 00 11 , 1 ) S 18 SOD 


550 TO 562*0 3 ® 5 IB 500 
77180 81620 770 I 24 X 5 D 0 


foundation 13620 14409 -0 79 U 1 500 "“g 

Grata to 18807 200 07 2 ® 1 17 600 ftttaftjffvGta 3*230 

Greta to 17050 IBS IS 196 1.17 800 SE AaaQota *87 

Mtabcto 54 © 6383 054 * 1 ? 000 g***? 1 ) *** ,«*® 

Hghar Income *538 *827 041 *17 6 W 

High Heu Band 105 75 1 I 07 S -0 28 7 J 3 X 4 00 LKhMyinc 359 

locarif 40*51 * 302 ? *94 1 97 600 lJTW 

wenmooa Bond 147 J 9 156*7 -101 * 03 X 600 « 5 ?S 

M Grata 4013 5120 0 40 0 00 6 00 WamlaCm 64 30 

Jam MM r 5 19 -030 0 M 6 00 US Grata E 4 40 

Maaguto 295 61 31437 -0 60 187 600 ■ - -- 

Managed to 2869 S MS® -059 157 600 

Ototod 1013 ? 1 J 7 70 1 17 OOO 600 

onwaito iqs to 112 S 8 121 ora era rStl 


' SEAstafinta 
! SouBwnAMca 
UK ft Overaros 
UK EftiiyK 
UK&wyGwn 


MGrata 

Jam 

Maogadto 

Managed to 

Orteta 
(Man 81 to 


ISO 000 550 
OJU 6 JUX 000 
003 126 590 
-063 0 00 500 
053 1 15 550 
030 0 00 X 500 
0.60 000 X 550 
0 ® 404 X 3 DO 
-007 OOO SM 
-OE 0 47 500 
046 003 X 550 
■014 000 500 
760 063 000 
-013 BJ 7 X 0 JH 
-070 4.42 5 50 
390 0 79 550 
-220 OJU 500 
-100 OJM 55 Q 
-171 000 500 
19 ? 2.11 500 
0 75 0 79 X 000 
086 000 500 
470 322 X 5 50 
JJU 063 550 
023 0*3 5 50 
041 4 ® 550 
JJU 006 5 50 
3 » 314 550 
100 038 500 


I Jap* 
riaxnto 
Managed Muty 
MroagedCaar 
KanjjedichAcc 
Mmaged&WAcc 


94.79 ID 0 10.-240 Off) 500 

ass* iooju -etc ora sra 

2 S 00 Q 27030 190 223 500 
9600 9600 001 5 ® 000 
ife*o 162.40 ooo 075 am 
36200 31900 230 2 33 5.00 


kvss- 
! * ^ 


5 « Uts tf Canada Ban Hgn Ltd 

AaaPacOc 1478 1501 005 191 - 4.96 

OwpewaBondte 13 l 6 B 13076 -028 5.79 495 
Caixanfiimdbc 11093 11910 -034 579 495 
Euopaw 0102 0022 191 005 *95 

WnO* 2 W*> 5889 02 ® 101 370 X 495 
J«m 2598 2723 -OS 9 0 00 495 

Managrttaeta 1 B 2 ® 19304 10 21 ? 490 
MMnrolcadita 7191 7581 IJM DOS *05 

SnsffBCos 3693 3874 I 13 209 X 495 

SontaCosAcc 4101 4390 1 ® 209 4 95 

UKGrawtito 10232 10821 138 212 495 
UK GrowBtec 07.42 9245 l.lfi 21 ? «5 

WtMdwldnaoWll 5407 5003 061 . 080 X 495 


Wl-M. 


• r iaL_, 

■- •rj 


ft"* Sra 76 59609 013 100-508 

tagtatai M Trad ffga lid 

Z£. 18 (I«) 095 551 500 

tohraArtato HS 26 Ma) 084 5 51 . 5 JU 

J 99 4 »'S 0 D; 

Gta Abba tac ?* 17 ?fl*tD 215 *06 


Batanca AWa A 
Gta A^su to 
GMiAtatotac 
uUae Alpha to 

VakffAwninc 


095 551 5.00 
084 5 S 1 .. 5 JU 
209 4 58 5 00 
215 406 - 5 ^’ 
04 ? *04 *. 
037 4 04 ' ffSiif 


> :n 1 

■-A-yn 

a-cirat 


Fima at krtbrta. 152810161590 15 30 1 24 X 500 


76 06 ,-621 -034 4 ® 0 00 

20900 ®853 -1 15 4 M 00 Q 

Era 3 <. 4 fl -ara on sm 

3940 lira - 0 -M) 0.71 5 JU 


Eranpe Grata 
GUM Grown 
Uodntr benme 
New Jam 
3 aw Grata 
uh Grown 
UKbcaoa 


15032 1576 * 359 OffUiOO 
1® 09 1155 * 3 19 0 00 X 5 00 
98 60 103 35 4)64 7 15 X 4 ® 
67 37 71 M *138 0 00 5 W 

i? 5 14 ?a?i 1 19 i 4 ? 500 

189 ® 177 66 4 05 0.73 500 
157 E 0 IG 6 77 303 227 5 00 


Jopltar Van Trad 
Cteft 

CcwasEesrxJ 

Eaaogy 

European 

FiEzbn 

FkmcUOiiat 

Fandotbv met 

Octut Oppons 

Grota 4 Income 

Mghtoume 

toorne 

Honn Anrartun 
UK Grown 
UK Spec sra 


90 66 50.68 091 603 000 
*850 5069 - 0 07 663*4 00 
116*1 OBJ -3 10 03 a 500 
29512 313 SS JDS 0 ® 500 
37320 ;WU) -120 0 TO SW 
7322 70 09 0 7 ? 051 a 525 

47 JU 60 79 0*6 OJUAS® 
5367 5724 053 0 77 5 ® 

54 61 58 ® 045 3 .TX 525 

E 60 Q 70 ® 018 419 5 ® 
299 66 309 20 OH 3 75 SM 
56.73 60 ® 1 04 0 W S» 

1143 * 121 © 08 £ 1*0 500 


HUYWVrftmdto 5430 5490 *LD 8 7 WX 00 C 

HqKYUCip&taK HW H 414 JB 78 DX 0 W 

ttabtaea ?<81 ?»B 1 -Off OfinOW 

to are 4050 42 B 0 030 * 38 X 500 

beam An IBS® 20000 I 40 * W 5 W 

tada Iniciei to *J« X 18 4)17 21 * ow 

Mm 1 i acta be * 971 ) *9 96 -0 17 2 11 0 00 

tot Grata 10 ? OO 10790 1 60 0*1 5 W 

Ml 'Junta Acc HEM 19310 2 » 041 500 

nmcooHAcc 27* SO 248 00 1 70 4 IK SW 

Htacoma 1 JE® 144 W 1 00 4 08 5 00 

Japan 2390 & W -0 70 0 mx Sff) 


Ht Hi ich Briai tsl Maimnrn 
Cash Dqant Acc IK Si 35 24 002 51 ? 000 

EuroneanEaQi 53 9 i(KUU 1 13 034 600 

CMnlEqCIl 51 77 |MMI 000 118 SOO 

GkM Bona Cl 1 50 79 |lffd) 9 ® 3 74 5 00 

bbWBiibcMng O i S? 7 r iftlhn 0 54 057 500 

Japan Owl* a 1 5351 (Md 1 -114 Q 00 6 00 

MaSBlDSl 169 53 178 01 19 ? 2*8 5 JU 
Wi^nencai SOlBiMlai 0 51 D 07 5 00 

USSnffCos □ 1 *0 79 |Wd 1 0 49 0 07 SW 

ASMPacffcai 51 67 it.ddl -019 Iff) 5 » 

PWOTMCJi SI H (Midi 0 41 322 500 

ftuparly 91 ld 98 66 007 493(500 

SEAsuDl S 34 ,- (Midi 021 1 ® 500 


SaffraffB BWt Utah Ud 

Amatan to 01850 65417 9 99 024 XS 25 

Amertanbc 553 ft* 585 99 835 02**525 

EmpnGrooMK 1*033 14056 1 74 009 X 525 

EcranQownto 1*940 IM® iffi 000 X 5 ® 

FortShlGitaAcc 78 76 84 U 1 -0 46 024 525 

Fn&rmGwtUnc 77 ® B 23 * - 0*5 02 * 5 ® 

iMSftndWto IP 7 77 11355 - 4)0 024 5 H 

GUSFhnOnltnc 83 35 66® -024 62 * 5 ® 


026 04 ? 550 ff -* 4 S' OO 0.77 050 X 175 

420 0 00 550 S'® 57 ” 8 32 187 X 275 

S r L &«*M« 0 dGtiAa: 5609 59 ® 027 329 X 3 ® 

Maagal income 54 48 57 M 0 ® 313 1 ® 


25 50 ® 60 -080 000 * 500 
87 ® 92 00 - 1 ® OJU SJffl 

07 83 92 ® .1 70 0 02 5 00 

3060 MU 4 10 1 62 0 00 
3650 3691 0 17 J 17 000 
1150 W IW 3 I 900 290 200 
54 10 57 ® OW 3 08 X 5 00 
0830 10390 100 3080)500 
to TO 6740 010 2 ® 100 
138 X 148 10 0 ® 2 ® SW 
22 *® 23710 -0 80 1 92 5 00 
30990 327 70 -1 10 P 9 ? 5 W 
80 50 85 IQ 050 * 131 5 00 

337 70 ?51 60 1 60 *.IJ« 5 W 
1619 MIS * 70 11 60 1 55 SW 
174190 184200 1350 r 55 5 go 


Coro** Bond a 1 51 77 lino 
UK Forty a 1 53 <4 |Udl 

UK Grata CM 5271 ruu 

UK Eqiffy wane 51 66 lUd] 
lift Snuffer Ck W 1 51 11 (Hid) 
LWwtalmctang □ I 527 i ikMI 


Amertanbc 
EarpOGrowiihe 
Euranaronnto 
Fartjyn&taAcc 
FoESmGwftK 
GffSftadntto 
GBftFbroiinbc 
COMEmroMts 34 ® 36*8 048 081 525 

iffCmroUkuto 3 * 3 ? 36 61 0*9 091 525 

Gtabal Bond Acc 61 76 6392 -044 493 3 20 

CMW Bond Bit 46 83 48*1 -0 33 *93 325 

"cam to 164404 196762 ISJH 4 40 5 25 

income be 50560 53937 * 1 * 4 40 525 

Janon EMHPOSB 4425 47 19 4)99 0 00 535 

JaflEnwpriseto 4*25 47 19 -039 000 5 25 

towOistoOB l«Ti ?lJ 2 r J 95 0 00 525 

tepaiSmaCo&to TOG 29 213 Ti -705 0 J» S ?5 

WOffnxdto 32097 333 © 250 227 JJU 

ugffiffapcadtor 260 ® 27 i 19 203 ?jt J 0 D 

ftafcGimrtrtie 0423 100 Sl 1 15 QW 525 

PMfcGwnAct saw 105 47 124 0 ® 525 

ftmlMD 11393 12066 06 * 2 05 Sis 

ftnOOUoto 130*1 138*6 0 73 2 » 525 

Seta niO 24 64 -O® 097*525 

? eta to 23 IQ 2 * H 4 ) 08 0971 525 

Srodfer COS to 444 05 * 73 ® 1 28 09 CT 525 


54*8 57 M 029 3 13 275 

tarot Funds (HOC) 



ora *» son 

0.49 2 ® SW 

as? 1 *7 aw 

038 49 * 500 


027 2*7 500 1 fttacGwnAra 
- 0 ® 201 500 I ^GMo 


Bndge "coma 
EwrawSpecSas 


8535 9 JJH 0 J< 197 SOO 


famsi 
Ena bcome 
EMOtarata 
GRARndbr 
SSSUftaM 

tifflcm 

GaoKtiDto 


HenrttaJ 

Jana* 

HattAffleKOB 

Prone 

UK 1 W btf Tract 


1 Lizard Quit Trad Bgn Ud 
1 EraoiffN Uartta «» HM 064 000 X 52 S 
lEwwwriGrown 24130 25510 in 0 27 X 5.25 
Grw.®PlfltA« 659 * 3085 0 56 0 00 525 

I Groe® PonMAd 8394 8806 05 J 000 5 2 S 

j bonne ftMBHlO 79 54 84 39 05 ) 323 525 

incPM&AcE 93 78 9958 071 10 S 525 

htawaored Eourr 115 30 11 G 0 O 5 60 0 00 OW 
j Japan Grown 46 ® 40 93-011 OK 575 

| naAnwGrown t?o« 1 ®® ara 000 s?s 


<a *0 133.90 1 00 4 04 6 00 
916 ® 978 60 25 70 0 00 X 000 
11010 12 ?® 4)30 5 68 350 I Grata PnrBItoi 
139 GO 144 ® 4 J 30 5 66 350 53 SL'J ,1I1W0 

im® 169 ® -0 60 413 6 00 
54220 STB 30 11 60 0 9016 00 Mtawtergl to 
78050 63380 17.00 0 96 6 W 
65200 910 ® 1850 0 ® 600 TOJwGrota 
20620 220 ® 3 40 2 J>XF,W 
£5610 27360 SIO 000 ( 50 
8230 B 8.34 -Iftl 000 6 00 J*Mc.»GwBi 

520 ® 515250 9 40 Off) t® » 

33120 35390 -050 0 52 6 W 
1 JS 60 13000 3 30 IK 000 gjgftra Gta 


ttafca ft Spncar Bdt 
ngitataa 112 

in> Ponjtao zaa 

taPDOMoAcC 282 

UK. 1 W Co to 163 

U* HUGO be 173 

i)n seao pwo 21 a 

UK 59 P«rfWto 272 


Sait ■gait ltd 

11260 116 ® 000 5 34 X 300 

229.40 23640 I 10 164 JOO 
282 00 29140 140 104 3 ® 

163.40 16340 1 40 1*0 0 00 
17340 173 40 1*0 1*0 000 
216 ® 22330 1 ® 124 X 3 00 
272 ® 2 BOBO 210 1 ®jc 3 W 


0 M Malta Fort 

Aaron 6 <Ba be 
AaronE.roaincto 
EmergtngAauto 
EmogbgAui&c 
European Grota 
European 
En ocean to 
Howumg 
tohj hong to 
, WMgflMPto 
MtMgdPEPhc 
Japan to 
Jam be 
UWAmerCos 
LattiAnurCrato 
Norti Amato 
Horpi Amr be 
PrtbuFiEq 
&mss Et*jit«: 


« 2 S U 55 015 3 71 1 W 
5327 5*50 OIS 3 71 100 

< 06 8 ) 114 ® -0 ill 357 X 5 50 
104 30 11210 -060 3 57 X 5 50 
124 ig 13210 ?40 1 J 3 X 550 
455 HI 48080 * 40 am 550 
405 ® 516*0 4 60 0 01 5 SO 
131 70 1*0 40 4 9 ) I 51 5 SO 
IWJD 171 W 4 ® 151 S 50 
I®ft 0 I 1 J 30 I IQ 0 09 5 50 
93 96 10050 0 ® 0 ® SM 
68 39 7227 1 SS 0 00 6 M 

6625 7221 -lift 0 W 550 
5(«7 SSS 9 154 1 © ssn 
52 49 5647 1 56 1 © 5 50 

270 ® 286 ® 650 0 00 5 50 
K 3 B 0 766 JU 6 00 Q« 5 » 
239 ® ;*J 90 iM Or* IM 
141 «J 151 00 0 00 0 00 5 50 


Cap Bonl NAV 
Sam Gta MAP 
UK EqrtymcCii 
UKGWPUk C 1 I 
UK Grown a 1 
UK Money Sec Q 1 
UK Mm tac CD 
ift SmCnOCll 


-DJB 0 B 7 200 
OS 131 ‘STS 
047 3 ® 175 
OS 270 3 75 
973 13 375 
OJU 6471 OJB 
0*4 223 X 3.75 
028 127 ITS 


V?» 

: . rTtcj jyi 

had 

-.-.r- Vi - 


warn 


MgffitaKadtor 

PactoGnrotdrc 


ftedotto to 

Seta 
r-raii to 
Srorter Cos Act 
Shuta Gratae 
Strangle 
aategt Acc 

5 * 570 Acc 90 46 10 SJE - 3 ® oib 5 JS 

foKwbc 37 *8 103 07 -302 (JOO 525 

<ft Eaur, Ml 10 «W 50 3 58 1 987 5 ?l 

>• Etaft to 80516 858 83 7 57 IMX 5 H 

iMnrawsfta 483 19 51529 4 94 2 S 0 > S® 

Uttraspreeto 372 ® 39707 2 SI Ssflis^s 

W-MJbte 34542 1 S 0 B 1 -0 73 2501300 

Ifthfe-tac 252 5 * 26306 -0 53 Jffffjw 

U 5 Sn*rG«Acc 314 40 33*74 031 000*425 

'.'^SfliCoOac 314 4 Q 334 74 Q 91 Q qqx 5 ® 

Scatte ti Araicrtde Unit Trod MgrTS 

Amotea 189 30 20003 2 J 2 Qjr 525 

tolfac* 8534 9008 042 I 55 5 « 

CoraamaBaia 57 50 59 53 406 6 ® jS 

Eta* lORtFl 11514 231 J® sS 

Etavbcawi 75 ® 73 56 1 41 200 5 a 

Ecaty sjrwo loaio ini? 122 t*s cS 


tatemaUfiaal 

ATCji^flTOAccNAV 
| AmerSmGraCn 

I to) Grown O I 

EmepffWaQ 1 

Eupn Growl) O 1 
L EaronGmCra O 1 
FESJpnGhAaHAV 
GfotUcndOl 
JffmfortrtMffAV 
JapaoSmcoc a 1 
LaAmGwna 1 


« 49 |Md 1 

*a??ftwi 
63 « (Udl 

II® 

IM 

5083 nidi 
32.40 0 * 0 ) 


1*8 an 175 
128 0 00 8.75 
a© OJ 9 . 3 JS 
as 7 JB ITS 
ije am -its 

077 Off) 275 
-019 DM 37% 
OJM 4 JB. 37 U 
■064 000 JW 
- 0 J 3 DW 3 75 
aB 15 T 275 


na« Sk IraSofsB jSsSSSUHlJl S- 21 ) 16 ® 

'&S!£JSJSSSS tSliS 


■4 irrm 10 ^ 

-t r: F 
:.crc 

'-'odfhadq 
: r ranceSfc' _ 
:’r.c 


5 WK Etato Ara 143 ® 152 80 4 J to OJB 500 


ASs Sradto C 
C^WUUn 


FKsht UlRTred 

iCra * 5.56 


T I Ud 

*6 -031 U 3 5 ® 


HarthCMrip 
Asa Pacta: Gta 
Gran 

Emcrgng MaM 


lift OJB. 175 
121 012 W 5 
0 77 OOO 275 


1 £ 3.40 126 W -O® 513 22 S 


EMroortMh-ged 14900 IK® 1 W UB-U 0 


UK Egutl 
UK Strata Cos 


]Mm Mara am - 127 500 

12160 12940 030 1 . 46 X 500 


-"“,-dCS 
- j 0 ha 


BaOed Frlandl* Drtt Trajf sign ug 

25 ra 2 $ 15 057 077 000 




7040 I®® aw 000 925 I Hannan 
5 6 ? 616 0 03 0 26 5 ® , Fa Eo 


970 JO 60 * 80 670 140 S 2 S 
615 W 65350 6 4 j ;» 
41810 44710 3 ® 44 J> 5 «. 


Oort* Own P& 
tamo 
m Grown 


410 j H bcome 

?»«J 3 I 4 QC j*) 525 jma, 

65 J 7 49 « OJ.' OW 5 25 lurt> Ana 


33751 35886 410 1 J 7 5 ® 
347 67 36434 4 ® 137 5 ® 
13923 14010 1 00 4 17 516 


t^rtcwfWln: 1*320 152.26 1 JH * T 7 5 JJ 6 


legal 6 tororol (UT Mroagers) Ud 
CacdmCRin." 


nurt) Amca 
U* Grata 

UK Sower Era 


® 0 S 2*65 016 05 * 600 

5289 5269 0 00 6 15 OW 

S &85 62 9 * ipl mo fiCW 

161 3 D 171 ® 280 0 -SI 5 ® 

1 ZL 1 D is® 41 JO Off) 03 

7633 9102 093 OW SM 

107 JO 1 M 10 3 W 3 111 US 

141 ® 150)0 1 70 0 0 ? 525 

IDS® 111 ® IUDJEIM 
S 2 J 0 S 5 J 7 l 10 Off) S 26 
1 D 3 80 11010 OW OW 525 
134 W 14 ? 20 300 im >525 
5299 56 ® Oil 257 X 525 


Foopa* Qpps 
'MrtBaire 
CtebJ Bar uk 
GM ol Bar US 
JJpnsa 
Utanan ncn» 
iMSmueeCra 


I Thatend MOD 475 J ora 0 DO* 550 EtaV Iff ) 61 11514 

ImaaodAcc - 16 ® «l* Oto 000 X 550 touty atoms 75 ® ®56 

Uft AfcnMmwto inn 11330 130 216 060 EqiWy SKtaffl 10810 IN 1 ? 

UKACMInCrtnc 97 *J »© 1 13 216 0 W Fac*>a» Opts 1 S 5 « 1 S*ra 

UK Grown to 16510 17600 240 227 5 50 'MTOBalFE 5777 610 ? 

UK Grown be 16160 177 JO 2 40 277 5 50 ] CtetuTBaTUK 56 41 6117 

UKUonevManci MM SOJb OOl BJGX 0 OO GMOIBellS 6761 7 i® 

». MiaiMttta 8650 6650 0 0 ? 626 X 000 J*P«S« <737 »JB 

WoridWde 264 60 269 ® *3 0 ® 650 1 litamn lieaoe 9965 1 I 12.24 

KMSwdato 273*7 ?«» 4 ® OW SM ItiKSmmrCas 7173 TJffi 

WotandaBondAcc 115 ® IT ? 40 4100 378 5 » ' r” - ----- - — — 

/brt»ridifl(«lnc 734 * 7767 - 043 . ITS sra i SeaWaft Awleahla Penstai Fuads 

VFlACOPteftWn 99*3 10610 OTO OOTOSM I on a— ...« SSS 5 

VHACapGranto 9943 IQS 10 0 70 0 WX 5 JS I — 1 l 48 K *™ta 8 . 


Enropean to 
Enxura be 
Fs* 049*11 

i«® 200 a 2 jB oj, S j 5 'Si 5 ’£52 -HI 

«W 90 ® 042 1 55 525 *74 9837 - 027 - 

57 50 59 53 4)06 6 ® jl ,“2 OJB 

106 61 11514 231 2 ® if - 21 17 B 

75 ® 73 56 14 i IS SSf* 1- ** **g 377 

iraio IN 3 ? 22 ? 1 « 5£5 NBaJU** 001 

IS 5 « 154 ft? 253 0.77 *i| UKtoS/^L-, < 3'77 I® ■ 

5777 610 ) 4} QF. 077 X 5 ?! SS! 2 rSlS! 5 !l 1 S 5 5 I 9 8 S 619 

56 *' 6177 017 Idixbi UkISSISS ? 1 IS® 630 

67 61 7 r® 053 OfiaX 5 25 SUSSS? I ?- 28 4 ® Q5 4 -® 

47 37 50 JB -( *1 ow 525 ^&»tatolnc 4514 4 40025 4.65 

2 ?? ’*2 - 9 ?: SW 750 NritaHraet i 

— 1 73 ‘ SSS 0,6 ?ac SM 

tatataZ jf«trety rtroca, WMaag Bold, ffontfata 

55 T 5 a= ar se Tet bias ss ss » 


YFtoCJPteEiain 

yHACaoGwnto 


776 ® 294 15 057 077 0 ® 

JJiiJ ?B 1(2 051 077 600 

M 27 5773 4 L 61 052 X 800 
irais 10850 -aai.twa sm 
w .74 9837 -S 27 - 640 .-&aO 

rare <«« ojb 007 m 

5*27 276 ra. BJM 
315 B 335 ® 377 029 GOO 

7S - 55 001 S- 81 “ 

<2339 13127 2 ® 000 X 8 ® 

*80 75 519 BS 8 19 1 48 6 ® 


■ - r - s 
■tv - r ih 

V. ’ r* U£ 



SctaftaSr S 200 B 030 in 8 ® 

ur- BKTOtotoi 451 44 4 W 2 S 4.85 121 0 ® 


■a-...; • ■■•'pie 

'■f ' ^ ir^dew 

' : i>.^- niTTL t )0 


Peart IWt Trad Ud 


Eqrty bcome 

Earn be to 

EurccBtoi Bond 

EsrftaDdto 

EunfwnftxCate 

CMumoninc 

GbtaH»dwta 

QoMUrwai 

OMU*b**ito 

WSOus 

beoraeBtero 

jpawaS meto 

Snrtng Bond 

sagBafliito 

aUffc a MgMnc 

iff Opm Ac: 

Iff Dora Inc 

LKEmBpCrato 

UKErasgCosbc 

UKSatafoAcc 

UKSndCoue 

hondUMat 


182 81 19441 196 5?6 Eaq: SI 22 

797 85 30808 312 3 ® 526 
10746 (IIS 1 - 05 * ?70 3 03 
(lOM 11 S 01 -OM 7 70 363 ESLi- 
197.42 20901 523 1 JD 5 » 

*i 3 99.19 - 0*9 3*1 363 
99 ft* 103.61 -032 3*1 363 Eg ^ jF 8 ” 
15373 1031 218 146 52 G KSSJhri- 
16118 173 50 ZW 146 5 J 6 MW iemb flB 
7 D® 74 63 -026 ife 5 ?i 
17032 1781 * 0 ® 718 X 5 » »«•*«*» 

<6861 12878 12 S 718 S* 

ISC l» 74 4)62 459 363 2 £“£S , L W 

130 * 13133 4J6& ASH 3.63 

1*901 >5127 091 S ?4 ISO 

58 J 10 Irani -am jij ss 

448 ® 47720 -840 31 ? 526 

337 40 355 J 0 1 .M *75 5 K 535 SS 

23610 251 00 0 ® 4 75 X 536 
Sffi® S 72 B 0 760 51 ) 075 liSSS*, 
309 ® 315 30 4.10 511 0.75 {S£Sj 2 ? 

982 * 10446 0 * 065 526 “JKSEfj 


Emp 81222 448*12 Ocaang: 01222 BC 512 

Mtganmlagadw n l a anai *Ug jh 

Casa ft ib G 8 r 6 0 Qj 5 )?] 


649 BG » 1 J 4 627 ?Sl 5 W 
10008 (0645 127 2 28 5 W 
2*119 318 29 4 ® OX 600 


»16 EG 15 OOi SiWOOQ 
', 19.00 1719 JU 12 ® 175 0 ® 
7990 ) ego 

12 E 40 ITS AO 100 4 00 0 00 

22 M SJ'W ;M 0 X 0 OW 

<f}M '«*) 3 » OM 0 w 

IS 4 M ism *) 70 051 000 


42 50 480*0 7 *0 0 00 SW 

AnKOCMAK *8700 513 70 8 00 0 00 SOO 

Irwumoan 1 J 9 M 148.40 ?50 UO 0 X 500 

AmmpnjSScc Ml® 130 30 2 ® 000 X 5 ® 

Bal PmfoKhc < 17 ® 124 90 1 40 2 33 X 500 

BJPWttototo 15)60 160 70 160 :J 8 X 5 W 

BnaoiBbaCUp 13* 30 143.10 £.« 231 X 5 ® 

WttJtea#A« 1 P 50 19300 32 D 231 X 500 

tea 101 ® 101 ® 010 6 50 X 000 

Sen Aix 165 ® IKK) 010 650 X 0 ® 


Eowv 
lEqrayto 
Enrtr Grata 
Eaton home 
(hiwn 
Grata to 
bam 
hi Eqrty 


to TO) Pontoaa 6097 6 A 8 S 061 0*0 575 

OrtmnntacSUMu 5697 60.13 0 45 372 525 

OWnaimhEiGta 5226 K<G 0 41 3 7 ? s® 

UCftrllrastto: 5 <a 5504 059 276 575 

WantaPorttoW $. 4 ? 0 B 2 DOG 0 ® 575 


I Japancu 
OAncncan 
Pac* Grata 
Merit Mb 
I ffbda* 
UKhtoAcc 
Uh Recovery 
tff SrnilajQa 
UK railartsAci 
Iff 140 X 31 
ue«m 
Woddnw 
tMdWdcto 


E 5 , E 3 S 7 -015 6 * 0 ) 000 
1 «M (0860 43Q 4 E fl.® 
93 P) «G 9 0 f 4 0 I 6 X 0 JU 
50 ® 50 3 ? -079 441 ODD 

sqj sm -069 000 oon 

5(0 51 4 ; 4>04 0 : 1 x 0 ® 

343 00 3*3 60 <JQ OW 000 
7240 7? *0 0?3 1 17 ODD 

,-®2 S ? 1 BK 3&1 »■» 

105 ® 105 GO (IB QW 
(fi ?0 1"??0 ( 20 2 Ty OW 
14 JM > 4*30 13 146 OW 
172 J 3 TJ’JO OM 165 0 .UQ 
( 07 ® 10790 1 ID 0 20 000 
®ftl 8391 081 564 X 0 ® 


Ww in ope 
UK Snuffer Cos 


36660 4 1 1 50 13 30 1011600 
870 70 93500 JO ?0 109 fi® 
134 30 H 2 W 2 BO 0 90 600 
9703 10320 1 90 3*6 Off] 
25710 270 ® 5 ® 14 ) 400 
S 0 S-W 3 02 00 1051 ) 1 43 SOO 
359 00 381 30 7 ® 273 6 00 
358 40 379 ® 44 D GW 0 ® 
IWIO 426 JO 5 00 0 64 6 Qd 
162 10 IT ? 40 3 ip quo JW 

102*0 108 ® 040 1 45 600 


Pfl Box 1*982 B rrtgtott Wrffag. FIB *ZB 
017 B 8 44 U 44 

WtSutgranMr; 11320 in 010 jm om 
lO OKSafayad Pena I 0340 QOO noo odd qjo 

WufltfteErtiCao urraiuidi 010 0 00 ora 

! WeJWiaswnlK '9 80 iKrii ijq Qj0 

ScattMi EauOaUe Fond Mgn LU _ 

Amrocra i 7 B 4 i iwi: D75 snf 

Cta 3726 3 ,-Jfi OOT 5 gi gS 

Dwimaito 34 W S 99 014 4 ?. ?S 2 


Ewaft ■aB@itlglo-AKLe>A . ” 

FtriG rotaAct 1 *). 1814 Ug 000 QOO OW 
pf?SL 52 bcw IS-" !®i< OJM a® 000 . 


1 ’S" 1 ® if muu 

S K™, 1 21 « 12126 -026 *® an 

j*S IffhdaliicMBB 177 g 177 w 3 ® 1 W 0 ® 


Bneig Mbs Acc 
Eutiprtri Grata 
EwnfiiotaAce 
Graeff 
Smwd to 
Oolrt Sana Acc 

iJotoJ fiffltd be 

MfiGereoi 
GaMS 6 m Act 
I GaeiSora 


itrpetM) Brit Inal Im ud 
AiratMiXnan 41310*3948 ., 49 Q pfl 5 -- 
AmeriC 4 nGtaA« *)3 I 6 43 - 3*8 -149 g.M 575 
AwerSnBfcrGra 2*6 J 9 7 SG 45 mr? ogg* S 2 S 
101 ® 101 ® 0 IO 650 X 0 ® AmartinffCrato 240 » ^45 - 0.72 om 524 

165 ® IK® 010 65 DX 0 M AJ aiSireftl * ftc 79 M gagg 4D3 DK 5 ^ 

082 * 9 »® 213 0 J 7 X 5 75 ASUnSmaWBAK m .10 8567 -om 009 SS 

B 949 9623 ?17 032 XS 75 EtoWdanCrota to® J 23 M 157 011 X 525 

514 50 444401060 01 JX 5 00 En»WlGWM« Will ri f ISA (131 475 

552 ® 594.90 11.70 0 . 13 X 5 ® E a !F*“ 2 ? 1 ^07 2?0 0 MX 5 S 

73310 77000 143 21 X 01500 FjrEasOnGWllto 70011 2 i*ol 226 nw S 2 j 

4 W 00 1633 00 30 DO 2 Cm 5 00 CfftalBlind MO? 57 30 4 p? 1 06 5 74 

7 M 50 215 ® -D .70 360 X 500 Mff) hums 15690 imt -*3 14 3 S 4 >.-«! 

UI20 14840 -040 363X600 
11340 121 ® -HU 000 X 525 W&Ota 

11730 IS ® -1 10 000 X 525 MtaWte 

111 .® 1 M 70 4)10 3 88 3 00 WEronrfra 

IE® 10860 150 065 X 500 MFirarnteAet 3 WM -UGII - 0 ?5 047 43 

10210 IM® (70 065 * 5 ® JoponaaQonti I 3 BM 147 61 .j.jy un, «» 


■SIC Drift TrMtffawenmrtUd 

BemaFim 132 ® i 40 ® ft 10 133 sra 

EWGmai 103 E 0 10930 -010 27 ®i 25 

FISt 100 bdh 9071 97 ® 122 1 . 73 X 0 ® 
F 1 SE 2 Mbde» <910 4925 036 2 ® 0 ® 

MCW* 95920 315 » OBO 4 07 525 

Ibptt Grata 107 ® 11560 1 GO 088 625 

Dnnce iib« i? 3 ® oro 325 D® 

Up Grata USED IS® 0 ® 1 ® 5?5 

UKOrata S 0 & 1 O 1 W 1 WM® iffi 5 » 

Iff GlDtaSBcone A 1 X 44 ® 48 ® 0 ® *J 3 sa 

IffGrawnSJtocwbMS® 48 ® 0 50 4 62 5 25 

iff Wh 231 ® 232 ® 2 ® 2 ft? 0 ® 


Uoc«M deft Tmtt Mgra 

Cta U 5 

EBraean 15 ? 5 

Fa East 251 

GUal 1050 

Grown 75 7 

ten 847 

WCtoiencyBned 586 
JMWl 624 

Mmged 6>6 

MhAnwtan in J 

Recwav 346 

S E tu 54.7 

UKCftttKVta 135 7 


136 ® 131 BO 700 0 60 X 000 I GtaPOrBaODtnr <0210 IM® (70 
IM® ITCm I JO 1 30 X 0 00 GOrtStato 20-10 J® J® 

<ffij 0 iffi® (30 I xdooc »^w® fr SiSJSSlaJBSs 


I S 3 * 00 163300 3000 2 W* 500 
204 50 215 ® 4.70 363 * 500 
144JO 1*0*0 -0*11 363X600 
11340 i 2 i® -inn 000 x 525 
or® IK® -iw 000 X 525 
111 .® 114 70 4 ) 10 3 88 3 00 


DBBttfflaibc 

EOWMto 

EHCJibC 

FttffJ till Ac 

Ehcai Cn he 

Europe to 

Europe kE 

Euran Sri* Co; 

FmpteaTxi 

Extra banne 

ExaratnemAa 

Fata 

awoiwrt 

taamatiuiAcc 

Japai 


1.56 90 16915 4 14 3 64 ijs 


60390 SlSn-fS* ?ii 4 T 5 

W 75 n 7 ri 4)04 UH (I ill uxtSlSroi? 

g ? 1 n ® 5 J 3 UKEaMGWBAa 


GtaFwiMtoAcc 1 ®® I ® 80 1 50 0 65 X 500 


5356 4256 001 = 70 QM 
15?50 l »43 2 JI) OM 5 B 2 
2915 30 10 4.7 056 5 E 
105 ® 11 ?® 1 10 035 5 K 
75 ..- 5103 OM 1 G 2 XS 02 

J 4,4 ®63 0 B, 47 K 4 S 8 ? 
58 o 5 6 ? 1 ) -311 4 ft 5 ® 
6246 6650 -1 4 J 1)00 582 
«’ M 97 57 0 56 1 69 8 ® 
in® WB J 90 1 ) BOX 5 62 
34 61 90*9 9 58 3*5 5 50 

K.ffi 59 ® 402 1 ?.? 600 
1*5 70 14510 lGO [)® 900 


; jwffliw ^p Sx tac 


I hdOppjto 

jraSto 
uutPihcbc 
1 UAMPibcAa 
Mraagedire 

uaum Grata 


121 ® 4 ® 4 54 7 25 LJMmGniWn 
. . „ 14440 - 0 ® 454 ?K UUhGlffllto 
24 *® 26020 3 90 3 tt 500 JgWta 
434 'JO 463 ® 690 365 5 00 WBaU 
140 ® 146 70 l« * 74 X 5 ® 

166 ® 17070 1 U 4 74 X 500 <W Grown 
5 S 620 625 ® IM 085 5 00 
80200 05630 1 90 OB 5 ® Wuutate 
JJ 120 139.20 2 70 DOOX SCO l»?riBIBGra 
13*70 14290 -?« OOD 5 UO ft 3 *?** 1 *^* 
I 54 JM IB® 2 .® 3 73 600 KfcMiWWWO 
18010 19370 2 70 373 6 00 WHMGB*TWhAtt 
147 80 153 40 1 ® 360 3 W '"““EE 0 ' 
16890 1 73 3 D 150 3 « iff) Mjmtttaa 


114 ® 1)6 57 u?h 0*7 6 JS 
j unnargCosAcc 31 * M 3307141:5 0*7 6 J 5 

! JjpamWGrota 138 50 147 G 1 .'.17 qmi s? 

: JamscaOnWito ilfliO 1*713 .'57 ooo 

| LJMKriilWh ?3 7 * 26 4 * OM) I '14 ‘rg 

UUSlGWMCC 74)6 . 1 . R'j Q'j , w 


XW S 99 014 4 * sk 

31 ® MW DU rig x 

M® 5661 027 16i 

““ 8 ® I 

WB 5 S IS 

IS2 97 172 79 J4] 

IBJfl 14775 207 IftjySM 
2428 75 97 018 1J7X600 
<74 35 132 Jg 1 .95 0® am I 
2826 2987 009 5® J 
K7D 3*0* -Aio 5Q) 555 
57.47 fit Jl 025 1* 455 ; 
3CS04 38S44 6.19 |5 
Ml M »G440 II 2? tp 

*55 w B3S °m soo 
0S» 197 SS 
bt -33 1 \ 53 0 77 1 97 c jc 
®87 K 15 iff) ?! i 

'«£ ,J : S« im 


WMtefcaB 

iuKbSIJH? 5 d" 9 a saig 073 100 sso 
UKhornbc 52^2 SS 86 Oil 8 ® 5 ® 

I Baa iron Bfcriiiri 

»Sw« im S 'S ’ 10 1JS 0 -®*® 

! ta tom 'SS ’ffi IS - 0 ® MO 1 ® 

ism? 

1 gg&po ^ BS S.SffiS- 

I Twaiftmtu : 

MffcS in SSS 531 Ml Sffi 

wSiSr 73 U J 1 D *41 UD 

I UKS»eB 4 » 1 rt ^ LlB 8 - 5 * S® 

1«*0 .t 57 ff) -040 l« SM ’ 


IBg 16840 OJU I.® (00 


is taken to ensure thanhe 


UKEWGtato 11442 12197 1 *::,; ln <Ormalion prowkted by Honrahron 

Sfl £2 SS 3 S» 1 “ d 

““ SS if: :i 111 ! 25 SSli=ri“!-- 

WQrttadaWBW 


GiM g! M mu (,r,n ooo 

'- 0 * 75 76 -C 12 7 go ] 
«« '■ M 411 .-main 


. 25 % ** e«» soo 1 cSV 5 ^ 5 ^. 9 l { aran,B 81 l« 


14000 14720 210 171 3 U 0 ] WWdtfcvrrto 


79071 ) .nil (pi 4 I. 1 S 1171 4 J 5 { ... 

1 *-1 > 7 .) ww n M > M i x Ic a Wxli Hrtaal 
I ® 36 l~i 41 4 ). v ?r,i IWedrjH* 

iquw m-y, ,j 4 - .iji , 5 , i SdeaCMbto 
<1637 ir< !h, no, :-E 525 [ ■» « 9 am <M» 
J-JXS 51 17 om 115 x 525 I l* EtBrty 
Sn« 5.154 i> ivj i n lx. 1 1 * Eqrty to 

eSu JSI- " ,fl ; serttu vu 

32 X 1 0® 5H SSS 


■«»« nsS m Vm of the Information, rw-do 

SMtUttUhi ’ "f* acce P< any fesponsfoBhy for 

Wwdwraioratai <M *0 1 TS.U 1 « 0 J 6 5D0 errors. inacajraa«, omissions or anv 

! inconsistency herein ^ 


I 2 S m;: ° IWI 1*6 4 re 
ir « 1-41 go i60 im 
I" < 7 J*o 1 to |S 


ScrtUro OUdM Fart 

Balanced l?5 


*49 10 4 ,- 7 ?) *jq ,£ 
filBK 657 60 ftO) Jg 


UaruoHGwhto <«® 15560 ID UU .1 Uat Trrat Hgrol 


Bffanead IKW 13? 10 1 ro ’m. 

Batawdto 15170 now jm 

Bfll C* GrMtl 110 00 IT 5 J .1 ,,o ;«2 


■Financial Expkqss BloombM 

hhK-Mawnhei^.cow , 

Y *r- X -er^Mdaivi — d 

rt the man ratert ropcm '* 

•"■Kiiaroaparoc ate « w 

i^reioore Ireo tm rocurost. 
















lKjJ» t> 


SPORT 


-Return to France 98: Mystery still surrounds the inability of the world’s finest player to perform in the final 

Making plans for Ronaldo 



Richard 

Williams 


iN FRONT of 67,000 people, Ronal- 
do is doing what only be can do. It's 
18 minutes into the game, no score. 
The Sunday worshippers at the 
cathedral of San Siro catch their 
breath as he takes the dropping ball 
on his right thigh, cushioning it so 
that he can turn as it falls. He’s on 
the half-way line, wide on the left 
-V. Roma's zonal defence is stranded bv 
the counter-attack, strung across the 
pitch. Only Fabio Petruzzi, the re- 
serve stopper, stands in Ronaldo's 
way, 10 yards closer to goal than the 
man with the ball. 

Ronaldo's acceleration launches 
him on a run angled to wards the 
corner of the penalty area. The feet 
splay out, pushing hard into the turf 
as raw energy is converted into 
momentum with minimal effort. 
Two touches with his right boot, one 
with his left He's travelling in a 
straight line, but his body seems to 
be moving both ways at once. 

There’s no delicacy or elegance 
about Ronaldo. He's not like Suker 
or Bergkamp, who have stilettos in 
v their feet There's no romantic Sour- 
3^h, either. He doesn’t score with a 
toss of the mane, like Batistuta or 
Salas. He's all about efficiency, about 
the trained focusing and transfer- 
ence of power 

Petruzzi tries to keep cool, back- 
ing off hewing to jockey his opponent 
But within an instant the Brazilian 
has made his move, whipping by on 
the outside with the ball on his 
bootlaces, minimising the loss of 
time by staying as dose to Ms op- 
ponent as possible. He is almost 
clear when - BANG! - the defend- 
.-•'atfs desperate boot catches him 
®id he hits the ground a couple of 
yards outside the area, not rolling in 
spectacular agony but ominously 
still, screaming out with pain and 
fear but moving only to grasp the 
most scrutinised piece of anatomy 
in Italy: Ronaldo’s right knee. 

“1 LEARNT a lot of things in 1998," 
the 22 : year-old had said before the 
match, "and most of all I learnt how 
to suffer." 

3&P suffering began on the 
. JvoHng of 12 Jufy last, when he ap- 
peared to have sent a doppelganger 
to the Stade de France to take part 
in the World Cup final. The real 
Ronaldo had been left behind in his 
hotel or in the dressing room, or in 
the clinic to which he had been 
rushed for tests after bis team- 
mate Roberto Carlos had discovered 
him suffering from convulsions only 
hours before the kick-off. 

all need heroes, from 10-year- 
olds to the president of Fife, and 
Ronaldo had been more or less 
unanim ously nominated in advance 
asthe super hero of France 98. His 
3fcity to perform in the final cre- 
ated a mystery that win probably re- 
main unsolved until Mario Zagallo, 
the team’s coach, decides to write 
his memoirs. And so a host of un- 
proven allegations - of the effects of 
Xilocaine injections for his dodgy 
knees, of a bust-up with his girlfriend, 
of the intervention of the president i 
of the Brazilian FbotbaU Association, 
and of the possible influence exert- i 
ed by NIke's £E0m investment in the 
team - will stain the memory of the < 
game's greatest showpiece and will i 
continue to cast a shadow over a 
man who has it within him to join the | 
game's immortals. i 

Whatever it was that struck him ! 
_ that day his physical recovery 1 
hSi been notably gradual. Before t 
Sunday he had appeared in only six i 
of Intemazionale’s 13 Serie A 1 
games, scoring four goals - two of 1 
them from the penalty spot This : 
from a man whose first four seasons 1 
in European football - two as a i 
teenage prodigy with PSV Eind- I 
hoven, one as a £10m man with j 
Barcelona, and the first of a sched- 1 
uled six with Intranazkmale - had re- i 
suited in an aggregate of 113 league t 
goals. In Milan, after agreeing a can- \ 
tract under which he earns more < 
than £2m a year; his acquisition of a 2 
new nickname, H Flenomeno, had i 
been justified by an opening tally of 
25 goals from 32 games against the i 
world’s stingy defences. t 

As the twinges caused by swollen i 
tendons in his abused knees - first f 
the left, then the right - refused to s 
go away, his personal physiothera- I 
pistNSUmPetnmlarrfvedfroinRk) c 
de^gieiro to spend a month work- t 
the problem. Ronaldo was / 
missing from the traumatic 3-1 de- r 
feat at the hands of Fiorentfoa, the n 
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Ronaldo is carried off clutching his right knee - the most scrutinised piece of anatomy in Italy’ - having been caught by a mistimed tackle from Roma's Fhbio Petruzzi on Sunday 


league leaders, cm 23 November and 
there was a brief panic when he de- 
scribed the knee problem as •‘chron- 
ic" in a television interview, 
terminology which appeared to sug- 
gest that his career might be as good 
as over. But linguistic imprecision 
was blamed, and there were signs 
of at least a partial recovery in his 
Champions' League appearances 
against Real Madrid on 26 Novem- 
ber in a 3-1 home win, and in the 2- 
0 away victory over Sturm Graz on 
10 December- games which brack- 
eted the sacking of Internazionale’s 
coach, Gigi Simoni, and the en- 
gagement of Mircea Lucescu, for- 
merly of Rapid Bucharest More 
si gnifican tly, three minutes from 
the end of the new coach's first 
league match, away to Udinese on 
13 December, Ronaldo scored the 
only goal of the game, relaunching 
the team’s title hopes. 

In the middle of last week he 
played for the Rest of the World 
against Italy in Rome's Olympic 
Stadium, in a match celebrating 
the centenary of the Italian FA. Af- 
terwards he told the world what he 
wanted for Christmas: a transfer to 
Intemazionale for Zinedine Zidane, 
his team-mate for the night and his 
successor as the winner of France 
Football magazine's coveted Ballon 
d’Or for the Europe-based player of 
the year. "I love the way he reads the 
game,” Ronaldo said. “He plays the 
ban so beautifully and he has lots of 
attacking ideas. Maybe he'd be too 
expensive, but Fd still buy him. I 
gave him my congratulations be- 
cause he deserved to win the Bal- 
lon d’Or. ButI warned him. too, that 
next year FD be trying to win it bade" 

Ronaldo returned for club train- 
ing In the passenger seat of a big 
black Jeep, issuing a series of smil- 
ing Ciaoe to team-mates, journalists, 
friends and strangers alike as he 
strode through the foyer of La 
Pinetina, Intemazionale’s trai nin g 
centre, a half-hour’s drive north of 
the city, dose to Lake Como with the 
Alpine foothills in the distance. Tbn 
minutes later be had swapped his 
navy cashmere overcoat for a club 


tracksuit and was joining the rest of 
the star-studded squad - Roberto 
Baggio. Youri Djorkaeff, Ivan 
Zamorano. Javier Zanetti, Gianluca 
Pagliuca and so on - for lunch in the 
players’ dining room. 

Training was scheduled later 
than usual for two reasons: the 
next day's match would have an 
evening kick-off, and the previous 
day's activities had included a pre- 
Christmas visit to the circus for the 
players and their families, and a lav- 
ish party afterwards at the villa of 
their president. Massimo MorattL 


to join them for a practice match, frill 
of shouting and laughter punctuat- 
ed by Lucescu’s hoarse commands 
as they rehearsed routines intend- 
ed to break down Roma’s four-man 
rearguard. 

Taking part in the session was 
Aron Winter; the 3l-year-old Dutch 
midfielder who moved to In- 
ternal onale via Ajax and Lazio. As 
the players emerged from the dress- 
ing rooms to relax before their 
evening meal, he spoke of his af- 
fection for the man he faced in the 
World Cup semi-final in Marseilles. 



whose willingness to invest almost 
£50m in six years of one man’s ca- 
reer had brought Ronaldo from 
Barcelona to Intemazionale. Even 
so, the session out on the practice 
pitch began without Ronaldo, who 
made his way first to the gym, mis- 
chievously aiming trips at the re- 
treating heels of an assistant coach 
as he went off for special physio- 
therapy, while the rest were warm- 
ing up with a jog and a game of 
one-touch. The light was already 
starting to fade when he trotted out 


“Rony is a great guy," Winter said 
“He’s very sweet and normal What 
I appreciate is thathe's very young, 
and he's one of the biggest stars of 
the last 10 years, in feet the kind of 
player who only appears every 10 
years, and although he gets a lot of 
pressure from that, he still works 
well with the other players. He’s very 
available. Ifyou need something, or 
if you need to talk, he’s always 
there." 

After playing with Marco van 
Hasten at Ajax and Paul Gascoigne 


at Lazio, Winter is used to observ- 
ing the phenomenon of mega- 
celebrity at dose quarters. “Rony is 
a little bit like Van B as ten. a little bit 
quiet They’re big stars and they’re 
doing their work and they know what 
they want to reach in their careers. 
Paul Gascoigne was also a big star; 
but be was different Everybody 
knows him, he likes to joke, to do 
crazy things. Ropy is stfll young, and 
like all young people he likes to joke 
and make the other guys laugh. But 
when we're talking about quality, he 
has so much talent that it's incred- 


Ronaldo was more 
or less nominated 
in advance as the 
super hero of 
France 98. His 
inability to 
perfortn against 
France was a 
mystery that will 
probably remain 
unsolved until 
Mario Zagallo 
writes his memoirs 


ible. Of course the rest of us play for 
him. That’s natural." 

As a member of the supporting 
cast Winter appreciates those who 
can handle the problems associated 
with having their names, as Holly- 
wood would put it above the title. 
“With every young player; when 
there’s a lot of pressure and you're 
in the press all the time, it’s very dif- 
ficult to remain yourself. Rony is a 
big star the biggest since Maradona 
and Van Basten, but he’s always him- 
self Td understand it if be sometimes 


got uptight about those things, be- 
cause every day. every day. it doesn't 
matter which newspaper, which TV 
programme, which sponsor, a lot of 
people want something from him. 
Maybe sometimes he gets a little bit 
tired about those things. But he's 
very calm and he's got a good man- 
ager who protects him very well, so 
that he's going on a straight way." 

Against the Netherlands in Juty, 
Ronaldo had been dose to his best 
constantly embarrassing Frank de 
Boec Jaap Stam and Philip Coen, and 
scoring a brilliant opening goal 16 sec- 
onds into the second half \fet five days 
later he become invisible. “Tb this 
day" Winter said, “I don’t know what 
happened. He played great against us, 
at a time when we were completely 
convinced that we were going to win 
the World Cup. So 1 was certainly sur- 
prised when I saw what happened to 
him in the final." Had they spoken 
about that when the Intemazionale 
players reconvened at the start of the 
season? “No, he spoke with the doc- 
tor and the trainee They're his private 
problems. 1 couldn’t tell you exactly 
what happened.” 

HE RISES from the stretcher and 
tries his weight on the injured leg. 
Gesturing to Djorkaeff he accepts 
the bail from a short free-kick and 
blasts it angrily over the Roma bar. 
Pulling his right stocking over the 
knee-cap, as if to coddle it, he walks 
thoughtfoDy bade to the half-way line. 

Until that moment Ronaldo has 
threatened to devastate the visi- 
tors’ defence every time the bad is 
near him. But now he is moving with 
less alacrity refusing to challenge his 
marker for high balls. Early in the 
second half he misses a fine chance 
to equalise Paulo Sergio’s strike for 
Roma when he stabs a shot weakly 
wide after being put through by 
Baggio, who has been on the field 
less than a minute. 

“The worst is oven" Ronaldo had 
announced before the Roma match. 
“I’m feeling strong again. The goal 
in Udine gave me a lot of joy. It gave 
me back the confidence that I need 
so much, because I’ve been going 


through a period of self-doubt as a 
result of the injury. Now I’m not 
afraid any more. I’m no longer wor- 
ried that I might need surgery. Dr 
Volpi [the club doctor] told ine that 
it wouldn’t be an easy thing to treat, 
but that I wasn't to worry. He 
promised me that I wouldn’t need an 
operation and he was right 1 calmed 
down after he took me to a special- 
ist to France who confirmed the di- 
agnosis. As for next year. I’m just 
hoping to get back to 100 per cent 
and then we’ll see. After what I've 
been through I just want to play, and 
to win. and to score goals." 

Baggio's arrival is the catalyst for 
an Intemazionale spree of four 
goals in half an hour, their task eased 
by the expulsion of Petruzzi given 
a second yellow card for tripping the 
substitute with the scores level at l-i . 
Three minutes later Zamorano puts 
the home side ahead, allowing 
Lucescu to remove Ronaldo from the 
action whDe the rest of the team fin- 
ish the job of sending the support- 
ers off for the two-week break to a 
good mood, their team having vault- 
ed over Roma to take fourth place 
in the table, and looking forward to 
the European Cup meetings with 
Manchester United in March. 

As Ronaldo leaves the pitch and 
walks straight out through the San 
Siro tunnel to the dressing room, his 
departure looks like a precaution. It 
turns out he has a plane to catch. By 
the time Lucescu emerges to give ' 
his thoughts on the victory, Ronal- 
do is on Ms way home to Rio for a 
week’s intensive physiotherapy with 
Nil ton Petroni. 

“1 see 1998 as a positive yean even 
though it’s been a difficult one." he 
had said at La Pinetina, “I didn’t win 
the Italian championship, the World 
Cup, or the Ballon (TOr. But I'm feel- 
ing better all the time. The knee trou 
ble has almost completely gone and 
now it’s reduced to just a little irri- 
tation. Nothing serious." 

The year of learning how to suf- 
fer may be oven But for the world’s 
most visible 22-year-old. the year of 
repaying faith, hope and invest- 
ment is about to begpn. 















England’s Dominic Cork shows the strain of bowling to the Australia XT’s double 
centurion Greg Blewett in yesterday’s final day of the match in Hobart ARsport 


Familiar theme as 
England roll over 


BILLED AS the sixth Hast, it fin- 
ished as most of the others have 
done, in a crushing loss Bar Eng- 
land. Michael .Atherton may 
have contrived a finish by set- 
ting Australia 376 in 73 overs, 
but to win with more than 22 
overs to spare, and with only, 
one wicket down, was a humil- 
iation that could not have hit 
England's teetering morale at 
a worse moment 

Once again, it was Greg 
Blewett, this time with an un- 
beaten 213 to go with his un- 
defeated 169 in the first innings, 
who was the destroyer in chief, 
though he was well supported 
by Corey Richards, who fol- 
lowed his first-ball duck on 
Monday with an unbeaten 138. 

Only two players- have 
matched Blewett's feat of scor- 
ing an undefeated double and 
single centuries above 150 in the 
same match. Indeed, one of 
them, Zaheer Abbas, did it twice. 

“As it turned out it, was a gen- 
erous declaration," said the 
England manager, Graham 
Gooch, who was also heavily 
critical of the team's perfor- 
mance in the field on the fourth 
day. "It is not so much the loss 
as the manner of the loss, and 
we were totally abject today. I'm 
not in it for this kind of perfor- 
mance and I like to see England 
be competitive." 

Gooch has always taken 
England’s defeats hard, and 
while he did not go as far as say- 
ing that England had played 
without pride, his comments (fid 
not fall far short 

-You can do as much talking 
as you tike," he said, -but it is 
the players who must show 
the pride. They are the ones 
who have to examine them- 
selves closely." 

Artificial finish or not it was 
certainly not the morale-boost- 
er England were seeking four 
days before an important Ttest 
match. Although an England 
win was always third favourite, 
after defeat and a draw, losing 
badly to Aust ralian teams is 


By Derek Pringle 
in Hobart 

England 469 for 6 dec 
and 199 for 3 dec 
Australia XI 293 for 4 dec 
and 376 for 1 

Australia XT toon by nine 
i pickets 

becoming such an ingrained 
habit that England's response to 
them has begun to emulate that 
of Pavlov’s Dog: every time the 
■screws are tightened, England 
obligingly capitulate. 

Mind you, though most of it 
was left unused on the final day 
this was a terrifically strong Aus- 
tralian XI batting line-up and, 
given the same match circum- 
stances, many touring sides 
-would have lost to this team. 

Yet, if it did not make for pret- 
ty viewing unless of course you 
are a fan of seeing bat totally 
dominate ball, there were cir- 
cumstances that, if not exact- 
ly mitigating, need to be taken 
into consideration. 

Fbr one thing, the pitch with 
its high day content (71 percent 
as opposed to the 30 per cent 
found in the loams used in 
England) had barely worn in 
four days, lb confirm the bats- 
man-friendly nature of the sur- 
face,' Stuart Law felt it was the 
flattest he had ever encoun- 
tered at the Bellerive Oval. If 
ever there were conditions in 
which persistence would not be 


enough and the services of 
dassy wrist spinner a must, 
these were they. 

The figures tend to support 
this, and over the course of the 
match L337 runs were scored 
for just 14 wickets in 300.4 overs. 
It means that each wicket av- 
eraged just over 96 runs, which 
were scored at rate of 4J5 per 
oven little wonder that when 
bat was actually put to ball 
wito any degree <rf urgency -as 
it was in the last inning -rates 
in excess of six runs per over 
were achieved. 

Blewett, who appears to be 
in the form of his life, was also 

a major factor Six scores of over 

a hundred were made in this 
matrh, of which Blewett’s dou- 
ble was the pick of the crop. He 
has now scored 1,175 first-class 
runs this season and joins an 
dlite set comprising David 
Hookes and Bobby Simpson of 
those who have reached a thou- 
sand runs before Christmas. 

This was his third hundred 
plus score in a row against 
England on tour, and only his 
second ever double, the other 
coining against South Africa in 
Johannesburg. 

In fact, only Alex Tbdor es- 
caped ignominy as Blewett 
struck the ball deanly off front 
foot and back, straight and 
square, off-side and on. That he 
was able to do so freely was ev- 
idence that England simply 
lanfcpH fhft rfisripHn e tn hnwi one 
side of the wicket, a baric start- 
ing point against good players 


Final day of faun England won t ms 
ENGLAND - First fairings 489 far 6 
dec (M A Atherton 210no. G A Hick 125. 
M R Ramprakash 65). 

AUSTRALIA XI - Hist Innings 293 far 
4 dec (6 S Blewett 169 no. MT G Bllott 
81) 

ENGLAND - Second timings 
( Overnight 166 Tor 2) 

M A Butcher not our 103 

D G Cork run our 10 

tW K Hegg nor out 5 

Extras [nblj 1 

Total (tor 3 dec. 46.5 overs) 199 

fad: 1-118. 2-164. 3-190. 

DM not bat: *M A Atherton. M R Ram- 
prakash. G A Hk*. A J TUdor. ARC Fras- 
er. P M Such. 


Bowling; Julian 1 1-2-43-0: Law 8-1-36- 
0: Lehmann 7.5-1-48-1: Sevan 15-7-57- 
0: Bllott 5-0-15-1. 

AUSTRALIA XI - Second Innings 

G S Blewett not out -.213 

MTG Elliott b Tudor .8 

C J Richards not out - 1 38 

Extras (b5. Ib4. w3. nb5) 17 

-fatal (far 1. 55 J overs) .376 

fall: 1-31. 

Did not bat: *0 S Lehmann. S G Law. M 
G Sevan. tA C Gilchrist. P R Relffcl. B P 
Julian. M S Kasprowicz. G R Robertson. 
BowOng: Tudor 9-0-49-1: Fraser 11-0-72- 
0: Such 11-0-86-0: Cork 12.2-0-76-0: 
Hick 3-0-22-0: HolUoake 5-0-45-0: Ram- 
prakash 4-0-17-0. 

Umpires: S G Davies and P Parker. 


on flat pitches. For a side whose 
best method of taking wickets 
was to restrict the scoring, the 

I furir Off a driglp mairfen nnwinas 

a sign that things had not gone 
to plan. The lone wicket-taken 
when he induced Matthew El- 
liott to bottom-edge a pull onto 
his stumps, Tudor was also the 
only bowler to get Blewett to 
play and miss. 

Later Angus Fraser; now 33, 
managed to beat Richards 
twice m two balls, a feat that will 
do little to alter the impression 
that the Middlesex man, who 
went for nearly seven an over; 
may well have bowled his final 
spefi for England. Afterwards, 
as the team waited for the 
coach to the airport, Fraser; a 
great servant for England, sat 
alone with his thoughts. 

He was not the only one to 
“fetch”, as cricketing vernacu- 
lar would have it and both 
Peter Such and Dominic Cork, 
both in the frame for the Mel- 
bourne Test had figures best 
forgotten. Mind you, even they 
were trumped by Ben Holli- 
oake, who went at nine runs an 
oven These are figures that a 
scratch side put together after 
an epidemic would find unac- 
ceptable, let alone England's 
finest 

In some ways this match, 
particularly the three injuries 
suffered by the Australian side, 
has done England no favours. 
While it may be true that the 
batsmen may have spent time 
at the crease, the quality of that 
time, almost exclusively 
against a part-time attack, 
must be of limited use. 

But if it has left England 
none the wiser about who to 
play at the MCG on Saturday, 
Gooch was adamant that it 
was attitude that England most 
needed to address. T hope 
we’d raise our game for the Tbst 
match," he said before flying to 
Melbourne. “Anyway, it’s the 
way we’ve been playing that 
needs to be looked at not the 
configuration of the team.” 


Murray 
stakes his 
claim for ^ 
Test spot 

A USEFUL second-widcet part- 
nership of 62 off only 80 balls 
pushed the West Indies along 
to 95 for 3 in their second in- 
nings before bad light ended 
their four-day game against 
South Africa A at the Pieter- 
maritzburg Oval yesterday. 

The West Indies had been 
bowled out for 375 in their first 
innings, to which the hosts 
replied with 293. 

“Any play is better than no 
play;” said the West Indies 
Malcolm M ar sha ll, af- 
terwards. “There were two 
pluses: Shivnarine Chander- 
paul’s 182 and the way Junior 
Murray batted. It was only Ju- 
nior’s first first-dass outing of 
the tour so he did pretty wefl." 

Murray scored 45 and 11 
and is earmarked to bat at 
No 6 in the Kingsmead Test 
starting on Boxing Day in Dur- 
ban. But that may be the only 
pr oblem solved by the tourists 
in Pietermaritzburg. 

A lot of questions r e mai n 
unanswered, with the failure of 
their strike bowlers to a ga i n 

wrap up an innings being just A 
one of them. 

The west Indian pace bowlei; 
Nixon McLean, did, however; 
manage to crack through the A 
ride's middle-order to finish' 
with 3 for 49 from 18 overs and 
steal amarchon his two Test ri- . 
vals, Frankfyn Rose and 
Mervyn Dillon. Paul Adams, 
who was nearly felled by a shy 
at the stumps from Rose, re- 
sponded by cracking the pace 
bowler for two successive fours 
in a entertaining cameo. 

With McLean dismissing Nic 
Pothas 126), Shafiek Abrahams 
(l) and Makhay a Nfini (0), Rose 
was felling b ehind in the race 
for a place in this weekend's. - 
third. Test line-up and it came, jr ' 
as little consolation when he ^ 
had Adams caught at mid-off. . 

He finished with L for 42. from. . 
19.3 overs, while the sparsely- l. 
used Dillon had to settle for 
1 for 6 from nine overs. .. 

TOUR MATCH (Pfttenuritzfanx, IK 
ualciay <* toor) West Irate 375 (SOsm- . 
der¥»uJ 182) and 95 for 3: South Africa 
A 293. Match drawn. ■ ■ - 


Rebels find cause for optimism 


Smart money on Lindsay’s exit # 


IT WOULD be too simple. Fbr a 
start it would involve dis- 
mounting from high horses, 
swallowing pride and shoving 
principles to one side. But it 
would save a lot of parties a 
huge amount of financial trou- 
ble and stress in the work place. 

Cardiff and Swansea, the re- 
bellious Wslsh clubs, have come 
up with the perfect solution to 
untangle the Gordian Knot 
which is tying up the Welsh and 
English Rugby Unions, the In- 
ternational Board and the 14 
Premiership clubs. 

The root cause of a lot of the 
troubles is the as yet unsanc- 
tioned Anglo-Welsh series of 
matches. The RFU is saying 
that if six-figure IB fines are 


RUGBY UNION 


BY David Llewellyn 

handed out, it will be the cash- 
strapped dubs who win have to 
cough up. But if Swansea and 
Cardiff’s suggestion is adopted 
it could be solved at one stroke. 

“The problem is that the IB 
can object to these games be- 
cause they are not approved by 
the WRU or RFU," said Swan- 
sea's chairman, Geoff Atherton. 
“If they gave their blessing 
then the matches would have a 
legitimacy and the IB would not 
' need to be involved." 

Cardiff's chief executive, 
Gareth Davies, concurred, say- 
ing: “The charge is that Cardiff 


and Swansea have breached 
regulations. If the WRU opts to 
sanction those matches then we 
would not be in breach of any- 
one’s regulations." 

The WRU has fined each of 
the two rebels £150,000 for play- 
ing the English clubs; the IB is 
withholding £60,000 of RFU 
grants for not taking action 
against the Premiership clubs 
for playing the fixtures, with the 
threat of bigger fines to come. 

Richard Hill, the Gloucester 
director of rugby, has given an 
unequivocal rebuttal to sug- 
gestions of a return to his trou- 
bled old dub, Bath, as coach in 
place of his former team-mate 
Andy Robinson, reportedly 
under pressure to resign. 


Hill said: "No one from Bath 
has said anything to me. But in 
any event there is absolutely do 
chance of me returning." 

There will be some move- 
ment in the new year, however 
when the Welsh Rugby Union's 
Challenge Trophy gets under 
way. The WRU has invested 
£500,000 to fly in eight teams, in- 
ducting three South African 
provincial sides. There will also 
be three national teams. Cana- 
da, Romania and Namibia, as 
well as the two Scottish Super 
Districts, Glasgow Caledonians 
and Edinburgh Reivers. 

They will be competing 
against the eight Welsh Pre- 
mier Division dubs, with the 16 
teams being split into two pools. 


THE ODDS have shortened dra- 
matically on Maurice Lindsay 
announcing in the new year that 
he is leaving the game The 57- 
year-old managing director of 
Super League, currently on 
holiday, is expected to confirm 
that he will be leaving his job 
after completing his two-year 
contract in September 
That has looked the likely 
outcome ever since it was re- 
vealed 10 days ago that Lindsay 
had paid over £200,000 for a 
n umb er of bookmaking stands 
at various race courses. He 
will now pursue his first sport- 
ing love, to the exdusion of the 
game in which he has been 
such a controversial figure for 
two decades. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Dave Hadfield 

Lindsay was the dominant 
figure behind Wigan's rise to 
pre-eminence in the British 
game in the 1980s, but he found 
the task of running the whole 
sport, as chief executive of the 
Rugby League, much more in- 
tractable. 

Lindsay was effectively re- 
moved from that position by the 
League’s chairman, Sir Rodney 
Walker last year but moved 
straight into a parallel role at 
Super League. His record there 
has been mixed, but he com- 
pleted a major item of unfin- 
ished business when Sky TV 


extended their contract to 
cover games until 2003 earlier 
this year 

Lindsay has made tittle se- 
cret of his continuing passion 
for horse racing. He was an un- 
successful candidate for the 
chairmanship of the Tbte before 
he took the Super League job 
and has been reluctant to give 
up his bookmaking interests. 

Super League has several 
months to find a successor One 
obvious candidate is Ian Robson, 
tiie former chief executive of the 
Australian Rules side Sydney 
Swans and the Auckland War- 
riors, who was brought in by 
Lindsay to fill a similar role with 
Super League. Leeds’ chief ex- 
ecutive, Gary Hetherington, 


would also be a strong con- 
tender if he wanted (he job. 

Huddersfield, spreading 
their net wide under their new 
coach, Malcolm Reilly, have 
completed their overseas quota 
by signing the former Cronul- 
la forward, David Bough ton, 
from Adelaide. Bough ton, who 
was also wanted by Brisbane 
and Newcastle, was available 
because of the closure of fix 
Adelaide Rams. 

Kris Radlmshi is expected to 
follow Tterry O’Connor by pledg- 
ing his long-term future to 
Wigan. The Great Britain full- 
back is poised to agree a new, 
four-year deal that will warn off 
rugby union clubs who had 
been watching his situatioa 


SPORTING DIGEST 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

Dan Manno. the Miami quarterback, 
threw Four touchdowns on Monday 
night as his team beat the Denver 
Broncos 31 -2 1 to put the Dolphins 
in the play-offs. It was the Broncos' 
second defeat in a row. but their 1 3-2 
record assures them home-field ad- 
vantage in the play-offs as they at- 
tempt to defend their Super Bowl 
title neat month. 

NFL: Miami 31 Denver 21. 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

«I L PF FA 
‘Non York Jets ..II 4 3S5 256 
tlUfamJ 10 5 305 227 


ffiolTalo 

9 

6 

355 

300 

tNew England 

9 

6 

327 

298 

lodtanapoOs 

. ...3 

12 

291 

417 

WESTERN DfVXStON 


'Denver..... 

....13 

2 

473 

288 

Seattle 

.6 

7 

351 

282 

Oakland 

8 

7 

264 

325 

Kansas Oty 

6 

9 

29b 

339 

San Otago . ..5 

‘ woo dlvtston 
t through to play-offs 

10 

228 

326 


CRICKET 

John Pretlove. the former Kent 
batsman, was yesterday named as 
the county's president for 1 999. 
Roy Booth, who won a championship 
with Worcestershire as their wick- 


etkeeper. is to succeed the former 
England batsman Tom Graveney as 
the club’s president. The 72-year- 
old will take over the role If 
members approve a committee rec- 
ommendation at the New Road AGM 
in February. 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD (Final day of 
rear): (Sydney): New South Wales 360 
(S Waugh 1 1 6) and 362 far 4 (M Waugh 
126. MSarer 1 1 3): Victoria 438 for 9 dec 
(B Hodge 120. M Mott 1051. Match 
drawn. (Perth): South Australia 503 for 
6 dec (D Fitzgerald 167. J Vaughan 
lS7no) and 209 for 6 dec (J addons 
1 25no; M Nicholson 5-491. Western Aus- 
tralia 354 for 6 dec (0 Martyn 1 23. J 
Larrger 64) and 1 74 for 8 (M Harrity 4- 
35). Match drawn. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCouer Direct 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 1 80 resorts 

First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 
(the fax lists codes for 1 BO re- 
sorts) 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code 

Fbr a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 4- code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions In ISO resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 
Lnr Upr 

Last 

snow 

Temp Forecast 

fas de la Casa 60% 

AUSTRIA 

Fresh upper runs 

35 

60 

20.12 

-8C Ugrt tow 

St Anton 80% 

Good conditions 

30 

290 

14.12 

-*C Cold snow 

2ell am See 80% 

CANADA 

Good higher up 

35 

80 

14.12 

-3C Cold, snow 

Lake Louise ..60% 

FRANCE 

Fresh, powdery 

95 

180 

20.12 

-4C Ught snow 

Courchevel ....20% 

Gd upper levels 

10 

100 

21.12 

•2C Poss snow 

Val crises ...,50% 

ITALY 

Fresh snow 

40 

120 

21.12 

-BCOcc shower 

Cervlnm 80% 

Packed powder 

10 

130 

02.12 

-6C Cloudy 

La Thulle 80% 

NORWAY 

Upper runs good 

BO 

60 

21.12 

•3C Ught snow 

Hemsedaf 40% 

SWITZERLAND 

Packed snow 

0 

25 

09.12 

2C Sunny 

Zermatt 55% 

UNITED STATES 

Gt sklhig 

15 

90 

12.12 

-6C Cloudy 

Jackson Hole. 80% 

New snow 

80 

115 

21.12 

-2 1C Flurries 



Information supplied by Ski Hotline 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 
Calls to 0901 east 60p per min. 0906 cost £1 per mm 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


• WOPlDCOVcR"' 



0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 

unmwoddconrcom 
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EQUESTRIANISM 
MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Olympia 
Shorn Jumping Ouu mp lon s Mpss Trax- 
daca Knock-Out: 1 Pearl (G Lockett. GB): 
2 Virtual Village Randi (J Whitaker. Gfl); 
3 b Miniature Quickstep (A Davies. GB): 
Virtual Village Do It |N Skelton. GB). 

FOOTBALL 

Bntracht Frankfurt fourth from bot- 
tom In the German Bundesilga First 
Division, have appointed Reinhold 
Fa nr as their new coach following 
the sacking of Horst Ehrmanntraut 
two weeks ago. Fanz. 44. |oins En- 
rradn from the Second Division 
team. Hannover. 

Italian teams moved into a dominant 
position in the European club rank- 
ings this week as intemazionale and 
Lazio Joined three other sides from 
Sene A in the top 10. 

TOP 20 CLUB RANfOKGS: I Bayem Mu- 
nich (Ger) 100.94: 2 Parma (It) 89.53: 3 
Marseilles |Fr| 68.46: 4 Fiorenona (It) 
87.33: 5 Bordeaux (Fr) 86.13; G Bayer 
Leverkusen (Ger) 84.19: 7 Dynamo Kiev 
fUkr) 81.93: 8 Roma fir) 81.62: 9 In- 
temazionale (It) 81 .08: 10 lazio (It) 8032: 
11 Real Mallorca (Sp) 77.41: 12 Rosen- 


borg Trondheim (Nor) 76.94; 13 Dinamo 
Bucharest (Rom) 76.91. 14 Bologna (It) 
76.89: 15 Milan (It) 76.07: 16 Celta Vigo 
(Sp) 73 99: 17 Rartlzan Belgrade (VUg) 
73.90: 18 Rapid Bucharest (Rom) 73.64; 
19 POrto (Per) 72.75: 20 Wlsla Krakow 
(Pol) 72.54. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
First Dhrisloa: Bournemouth 4 
Southampton 1: Fulham I Wimbledon 0. 
MONDAY’S LATE RESULTS: FA Carting 
P re mi e r ship! Chart ton 0 Aston VtUa 1 (Ru- 
fus og 3): 84 Carbbeig Km Third rural: 
Bowers 4 Dtss 0. Postponed: Barkings ioe 
v Oldbury Rymaa League Prem ier dm- 
stem: Pur Re« I Sue ton Ucd 3. Puma Cup 
Second round: Boreham Wood 1 Convey 
Island 1 (oet: Convey /stood won 3-0 on 
penalties). Or Martens League Cop: 
Second round replay: Weymouth 1 Bosh- 
ley 3. Fondas League Second Division: 
Postponed: Newcastle v Shrewsbury 
Third DMsJon: Wtgpn v Bury LMqeue Cup 
Group Two: Barnsley 1 York 2. Group 
Three: Man City 0 West BromO Avon fa- 
s uran ce ComUnatJan Hrst Division: Lu- 
ton 3 Tottenham 0. P os tp on e d : Cambridge 
v Brentford; Reading v Mllfwan. North 
Western Trains FJoodHt Trophy First 
round second fag: Postponed: Atherton 
Collieries v Warrington Town. Greek 
League: EthnlKos I AEK 4: Iraklis 0. 
Otympiakos 2: Werrta 0. Arts 1: Xanchi 1. 
PanfcxttosO. Snndns 1 Otvmpbkos (Pit, 
Pts34): 2 AEK (14-32); 3 PAOK (14-29). 


ICE HOCKEY 
NHL: Boston 3 Tampa Bay 2; Buffalo 4 
Carolina 1; Monrreal 2 Dallas 2 (of): Toron- 
to 7 Pittsburgh 1 : Colorado 4 Anaheim 2. 

SNOOKER 

John Higgins goes into 1999 with 
an emphatic lead at the top of the 
world rankings. The Scot, who won 
the Embassy World Championship 
and Liverpool Victoria UK Champion- 
ship this year. Is on 35.720 points 
- 1 1 .980 dear of second-placed Ron- 
nie O’Sullivan. 


SQUASH 

Paul Johnson and Cassie Jackman 
head the end-of-year England rank- 
ings released yesterday by the 
Squash Rackets Association. John- 
son was a World Open quarter- 
finalist earlier this monte and Jack- 
man reached tee semi-finals of the 
US Open in October. 

TENNIS 

Uzzle Jelfs and Claire lkytor reached 
the final of the British Women’s 


Tennis Association Christmas sir 
at Queen's Club in London yeste: 
Second-seeded Jdfc. a former British 
No 1 . beat Jhenl Osman of Sussex in 
the semi-finals. Taylor, a left-hander, 
beat tee top seed Kate Wame-Hot- 
land 6-4 6-4 in her semi. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stated 

CALOR COUNTY ANTRIM SHIELD 
Ouarwr-iliul: Dungannon Swifts v Dis- 
tillery. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE CUP Second 
round: Rating Oub Warwick v Suoor Cold- 
field Town (7.45) 


BASKETBALL 

UNI-BALL TROPHY Group A: Derby 
Storm v Chester Jets (8.0J. 


ICE HOCKEY 
SEKONDA SUPER LEAGUE: London 
Knights v Bracknell Bees (7.301 (or Lon. 
don Arena). 


BROTSH WTA CHRISTMAS SINGLES 
tendon): Ouarter-finafa: 

J'JnBme-Honafia (Dorset) bt N Woodhouse 
rnnwe 1 ®-> 6->: c Taylor (Oxon) bt H 
6-4 6-7 6-3; J Osman (&» . 

H CstKM (Essex) 6-3 7-6: L Jdf ' ' 
{£ 2 ^*^ W™* (Notthants) 6-0 6%,' 
*>t Wame-Holland 6 - 

4 6-4: Jells bt Osman 6-1 6-3. 

todays 
number 

3,514 

The number o f yards 
thrown by Peyton 
Manning of Indianapolis 
Colts' this season, the 
most et/er by an NFL 
rookie quarterback. 


BOXING PAY AND BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY POOLS FORECAS 


FA CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 

1 Arsenal v West Ham 1 

2 Coventry u Tottenham * 

3 Everton v Derby ji 

4 Manchester United v Notrm Forest ..1 

5 Middlesbrough v Liverpool « 

6 Newcastle v Leeds jt 

7 Sheff Wed v Leicester x 

8 Southampton v Owlsea x 

9 Wimbledon v Oval ton „ 1 

Not on coupon: Blackburn v Aston Villa. 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

10 Birmingham v Shelf Utd 1 

11 Bolton v Bradford... 1 

12 Crewe v Bury 2 

13 Huddersfield v Grimsby 1 

14 Ipswich v Portsmouth 1 

15 Oxford Urd v Crystal Palace ji 

16 OPR v Norwich x 

1 7 Stockport v Barnsley 1 

18 Swindon v Wohiemampton j 

19 Tranmere v Sunderland 2 

20 Watford v Bristol City 1 

21 West Brom v Port Vale 1 

SECOND DIVISION 

22 Blackpool v Wigan j 

23 Bristol Rovers v Gillingham ,.2 

24 Chesterfield v Oldham 1 

25 Fulham * Colchester ...i 

20 Lincoln Qty v Macclesfield x 


27 Luton v Reading i 

28 Mltlwafi v Bournemouth 1 SCOTTISH 

29 Notts County v Northampton 2 SECOND DIVISION 

I? SSSr.'St 2 ** AII<H v Stlrtln s ~~- 1 

*! 1 Noe on coupon: Artjroam v Forfar. Oyoe 

32 Wrcxh^n Viwjn ucy w Parttck. Sunday: East Rfe » Inverness 

33 York v Burnley ~1 CaLOueen of South v Livingston. Scottish 

Third Dhrtsloa: Albion v Queen’s Park. 

THIRD DIVISION Brechin v Moncrose. Dumbarton v Berwick. 

34 Barnet v Plymouth 1 gw^-ch. Seen- 

35 Brighton v Brentford ,2 Stirling 

30 Cambridge Ucd v Rothertum... i TEN HOMES: Arsenal v West Ham. Man- 

37 Cardiff v Shrewsbury 1 Chester United v Nottingham Forest. 

38 Exeter v Torquay 1 Wimbledon v Chartton, CatBff v Shrews- 

39 Halifax v Da/lingron !.!t bury. Rangers v St Johnstone. Airdrie v 

Not on coupon Hull v Chester. Leyton Rakh- Fa'W* v Stranraer. Greenock Mor- 
Orteit v SwanseaMansfidd v ScaitoSugh. »" v Clydebank. Hibernian v Ayr. Alloa v 
Rochdale v Carlisle. Scunthorpe v Hart to- Stirling. 

pool. Southend v Peterborough. nVE AWAY5: Crewe v Buryi Tranmcre v 

Sunderland, Bristol towers v Gillingham. 

SCOTTISH PREMIER Notts County v Northampton. Brighton « 

LEAGUE Brentford. 

40 Dunfermline v Aberdeen , ^ 

41 Kilmarnock w Hearts 1 L ^' 

42 Motherwell wDunderUrd 1 Sheffie “ v wtcser ' 

43 Rangers v 5t Johnstone f 

Sunday: Dundee v Celtic MONDAY 

SCOTTISH FA CARLING 

FIRST DIVISION PREMIERSHIP 

44 Airdrie v Ralth 1 j villa vShert Wed 1 

45 Falkirk v Stranraer 1 2 Charlton v Arsenal— 2 

46 GreenbCk Morton v Clydebank ....| 3 Derby » Middlesbrough ji 

47 Hamilton v St Mirren. 4 Leicester v BtoCkbum 1 

48 Hibernian V Ayr. 1 5 Liverpool w Newcastle 1 


6 Nonm Forest v Southampton ... 1 

7 Tottenham v Everton « 

8 West Ham v Coventry 1 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

9 Barnsley v OPR 

10 Bradford v Tranmere...""' 

11 Bristol Oty v Swindon.... 

12 Bury v Blmvngham ™ 

13 Crystal Palace v West Brom 

1 4 Grimsby v Stockport 

15 Port vale v Bolton 

16 Portsmouth v Onford Utd " 

17 Sheff Utd v Huddersfield 

18 Sunderland v Crewe 

19 Wolverhampton v losvnch Z 


SECOND DIVISION 

20 Bournemouth v L», ton 

21 BurrHey v Lincoln Oty 

22 Colcnester v Bristol Rovers 

23 Macclesfield v Blackpool 

24 Man City v Stoke 

25 Northampton v ffainam. 

26 Oldham v York .. . 

27 Preston v Wrexham 

28 Reading v Notts County '! 

29 Wigan v Waiv.ll . . 

30 Wycombe v Chesterfield 


... 1 
... 1 


Jt 

1 

2 

1 

* 

1 


THIRD DIVISION 

31 Brentford v Cardifr 

32 Carlisle v Cambridge Utd ... " ’ l 

33 Chester v Manifold • j 


Is * ^ tDn 0ntnt 

35 Hartlepool v Rochdale „ 

— ■ 

38 Rotherham v Halifax... 

” v Scunthor^'".''' 

40 Shrewsbury v Hull 

41 Swansea v Bamer 

42 Tbrq uay v Southend ...Z.Z.Z'.... 

football 

43A^J CONFERENCE 

43 Barrow ir Northmen 

44 Dover v Kingstonian 

£][ G . reen v Hereford 

46 Hayes v Willing 

TCN HOMES: Aston Vina v Siwr 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 1 

1 

1 


L *- ,l r v Swli 
fwm. Crystal Pal* 

f’tiOls forecast s eft 
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Racing: The price is wrong says the man behind a leading candidate for the King George VI Chase 

Cautious 
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tip from 
Teeton’s 
owner 


A heart transplant has not stopped 
Stephen Winstanley becoming 
a betting guru. By Greg Wood 


•vf? 






THE FACT that Stephen Win- 
stanley does not recommend a 
bet on Tee ton Mill in the King 
George VI Chase at Kempton 
on Saturday is not, on the face 
4jk of it the most important piece 
of news around this morning. 
But consider this. As the rest of 
the country tries to spend itself 
to a standstill, Winstanley is giv- 
ing away information that you 
would normally be expected to 
pay for The January sales, it 
seems, realty have started early 
this year. 

Winstanley is the founder 
proprietor and fiercely analyt- 
ical brain behind The Winning 
Line, one of the few private tip- 
ping services which has man- 
aged to shake off the image of 
threadbare spivs touting brawn 
envelopes in racecourse car 
parks. He has about 500 clients 
.who pay a little over £1,000 a 
3pear to share in his assessments 
of the form book. “7 look at my- 
self as a financial adviser;" he 
says. “If people want to bet, they 


s exit 



" Williams: Very careful 


might as well take the advice of 
people who spend 12 hours a 
day looking at form and horses, 
and have informed bets." 

Some of Winstanley 's clients 
are so eager to take advantage 
of his selections that they stand 
in betting shops with mobile 
phones, dialling repeatedly to 
be sure that they get the tips as 
soon as they are released. But 
even then, they may find that a 
5-1 chance has shrunk to 5-2 in 
the time it takes to write out 
their slip. Like George Soros in 
the Square Mile, Winstanley is 
a man whose opinion can move 
markets. 

And like so many others on 
the turf, he also has an inter- 
esting story to tell even if his 
eagerness to keep a low profile 
is such that requests for a pho- 
tograph to illustrate it were po- 
litely but firmly refused Now 42, 
Winstanley was oblivious to 
racing until his early twenties, 
when he was a reporter for Pic- 
cadilly Radio covering the Man- 
chester United beat during the 
Ron Atkinson era. 

“A lot of the footballers in the 
squad were very keen on hors- 
es," he says, “and I got inter- 
ested through chatting to them. 
And what I also realised was 
that a lot of them seemed to lose 
vast amounts of money on it, 
even though, they had trainers 
ringing them up with informa- 
tion.” 

Winstanley's interest be- 
came more acute following an 
introduction to the late Alex 
Bird, probably the most fa- 



Spurs 

linked 

with 

Freund 


Tee ton Mill, at home this week with his stable lad. Phil Turner, prepares for his Boxing Day test at Kempton 


mous professional gambler of 
the last 40 years. “1 spent a lot 
of time picking his brains, and 
one thing he always impressed 
on me was that he didn't listen 
to anyone. I used to go round 
there and someone like Dick 
Hern would ring up, but he 
would take everything that 
trainers told him with a pinch 
of salt. He always said that 
the only horses he never did ™ 
very well on betting-wise 
were his own, because he 
would find himself making 
excuses for them." 

Winstanley studied hard 
at the University of Punting 
and graduated with hon- 
ours, but all the while, a 
demon which had haunted him 
since birth was demanding ur- 
gent attention. “I was bom 
with severe pulmonaiy hyper- 
tension," he says, “which is 
very high blood pressure be- 
tween the heart and lungs. 
Every now and then I would 
break a blood vessel, just like 
horses do, funnily enough, and 
Td start coughing up blood. 
Sooner or later it was going to 


be fetal, and I knew at the back 
of my mind that at some stage 
1 would need a heart-lung 
transplant" 

While he waited for a suitable 
match, Winstanley's doctors 
advised a change from the end- 
less scramble of a news re- 
porter’s life. He thus became 
perhaps the only person in rac- 


says that “Im fitter than I've 
ever been in my life”. 

The horses, too, have their 
rejuvenating qualities. The 
Winning Line’s string of hors- 
es, in which ail clients have the 
option to take a small share, is 
now into double figures. Like 
The ton MOL the Hennessy Gold 
Cup winner most are stabled 


'I look at myself as a financial adviser If people 
want to bet, they might as well take the adince 
of people who spend 12 hours a day looking at 
form and horses , and have informed bets 1 


ing history to take up profes- 
sional punting for the sake of his 
health. The Winning Line was 
founded at the suggestion of a 
friend, first as a premium-rate 
telephone line, and then as a 
private subscription service. 
The most important phone call 
of his life arrived three-and-a- 
half years ago. A match had 
been found, the transplant was 
a success, and now Winstanley 


with Vtenetia Williams, includ- 
ing Stretarez, who won the Or- 
monde Stakes at Chester's May 
meeting last season. And (fid so, 
what’s more, at 25-1, a price 
which would have been much 
shorter had Winstanley tipped 
Stretarez to his clients. 

It is, as he admits, “one of the 
main problems with running a 
tipping service and havmgyour 
own horses. Obviously, they’re 


not all going to win, and you 
have to treat each race on its 
merits, but if they win when we 
haven’t tipped them, our mem- 
bers are going to want to know 
why. The King George is a typ- 
ical example. Tteeton Mill is 3-1 
now, and I don’t think he’s any- 
thing like a betting proposition 
at that price. You still get 3-1 
whether it's our horse or 
“ anyone else's. and there are 
at least five possible win- 
ners. There must be better 
bets on Saturday than that” 
Winstanley takes partic- 
ular pleasure in searching 
for horses with untapped po- 
_ tential, and then attempting 
to buy them. “1 find that an 
enormous number of trainers 
don’t seem to have a very good 
handle on how good or bad their 
horses are. One of the things 
which sets Venetia apart is 
that she uses the ammunition 
she has very carefully, where- 
as some trainers just seem to 
decide to give a horse a run a 
week on Wednesday even when 
it's got no chance." 

Whatever the result on Sat- 


PeterJay 


urday, Tbeton Mill's owner will 
quickly return to the eternal 
battle he wages on behalf of his 
clients. What with the bookies 
shortening up the prices, and 
inevitable runs of bad luck and 
losers, his life does not get any 
easier. He also lives with the 
knowledge that “some of them 
are betting with money they 
can't afford to lose. That's the 
nature of it we tend to attract 
people who want to make 
money quickly, rather than 
those who have it already. It can 
be quite a strain, and when we 
have a bad run, I wake up at 
night worrying". 

But even so, the memory of 
the times when he wouldmake 
his selections with form books 
spread out on his hospital bed 
gives him an important sense 
of perspective. Transplants, he 
says, “don't tend to last forev- 
er, so you have to make the 
most of life. Racing people tend 
to get obsessed by It and it takes 
over their lives, but whether 
Teeton Mill wins the King 
George is not the be all and end 
afl. It’s just horse racing." 


FOOTBALL 


BY TOMMY STANIFORTH 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR were 
yesterday said to be talking to 
the German international mid- 
fielder Steffen Freund. 

According to reports, Borus- 
sia Dortmund are ready to seQ 
the player before his contract 
runs out at the end of the sea- 
son. The Spurs manager, 
George Graham, has been im- 
pressed by the defensive mid- 
fielder. who was a member of 
tile German squad during this 
year's World Cup finals, but 
struggled with injury. 

Leeds United were dealt a 
second injury blow within three 
weeks yesterday with the news 
that their centre-back Robert 
Molenaar is out for the season. 

Molenaar underwent a scan 
on Monday on the knee prob- 
lem sustained during the 3-1 de- 
feat at Arsenal on Sunday 
following a late tackle from be- 
hind by Nicolas Anelka 

The 29-year-old Dut chman , 
nicknamed The Terminator’, 
will be out for at least eight 
months with cruciate ligament 
damage, joining his fellow de- 
fender Martin Hiden on the 
sidelines with the same injury. 

Bryan Richardson has been 
charged with misconduct for his 
alleged verbal attack on refer- 
ee Steve Dunn. The Coventry 
City chairman confronted the 
official in his dressing room 
after the Premiership game 
against Wimbledon at Selhurst 
Park on 5 December, following 
Dunn’s rejection of two penal- 
ty appeals as Wimbledon came 
from behind to win 2-1. 

St Mirren have offered the 
Alloa manager Tbm Hendrie, 
the chance to take control at 
Love Street, following the de- 
parture of the previous manag- 
er, Ibny Fitzpatrick, last week. 

Hendrie has been inter- 
viewed but wants to consider 
the offer as he would have to re- 
sign from his Edinburgh teach- 
ing job to become a full-time 
manager 

St Mirren turned to Hendrie 
after Mark Hateley, the for- 
mer Hull City manager was 
ruled out of contention because 
of his wage demands. 

Hibernian yesterday com- 
pleted the £225,000 signing of 
the Raith Rovers winger Paul 
Hartley. 


RACING RESULTS 
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LUDLOW 

Going: Chase course - Good 
(Good to Soft In places) 

Hurdle course: Good to Soft 
(Good in places) 
j> (2m novice hurdle) 

“"! GOVERNOR. 

A P McCoy 10-1 

2. Ecfan Heights W Marston 4-1 

3. Just Good Fun _A Maguire 7-4 fav 
Also: 9-2 Busman (5th), 6-1 Route 
One (4tb). 8-1 PNfistar (6ch). 20- 1 Rnier 
Captain. 40- 1 Unltus. 50-1 Dauphin. 
Dove From Above, Tycoon Tina. 66-1 Jan- 
dal. 100-1 Candy Copper 

13 nm. 16. */.. 2, h. 13. I Winner bay 
filly by Governor General out of Sharp 
Vonita. rained by M Pipe at Wellington 
for J Chesney). fen: El 2.40: £2.80. 
E2 JO. £1.10. DR £36 40. C5F: £46.62. 
NR. Brilliant Star. Dancing In Rio. Roris- 
tan. Mobaye. Saguaro. 


3.45: (2m NH Flat race) 

1. STARTING AGAIN -J Tbzard 10-1 

2. Bowl Of Gold -L Cummins 2-1 Fan 

3. Macaw-Bay Mr 5 Strong* 11-4 

Also; 11-2 Norman Racquet, 14-1 Bal- 
moral Spring. 16-1 Meadows Boy: 20-1 
Got News For you (5th). 25- 1 Barton 
Nic (4th). 33-1 Sticky Moments. Trav- 
elling Man (6th). Turn Up The Heat. 
Uelsheda. Willie Wallace. 40-1 WeWsgifr. 
50-1 Impenny. Stone Mountain. 

16 ran. 1 V«. */». 1 . 5. 9. (Mfiwier bay gett- 
ing by Prfoslii oul of lynemore. owned 
and trained by Cape T Forster at Down- 
ton). lute: £5.10: £2.30. £1.80. £1.80. 
DF: £8.10. CSF: £26.02. 

Jackpot? £1.660.70. 

Placepot: £5.60. Quadpot: £4 .80. 
Place 6: £1 1 35. Place 5: £7.34. 






L 




1-15: (2m 4 f handicap chase) 

1. JEMARO Gary Lyon* 7-4 hm 

2. Raffles Rooster Jl WOBamsod 2-1 

3. Pun of Bounce _T Oascombe 20-1 
Also: 4-1 Stanmore. 13-2 Partlamentanan 
Uty. 66-1 Rupples (5th). 

20. 10. 15. 8. (Winner bay gett- 
ing bv Thfarn out of Jeremlque. trained 
by W Jenks at Bridgnorth tor J Beasley). 
Tote: Q.50: £1.40. £1.40. DR £2.90. 
CSF. £5.10. Tricast: £35.40. NR: Blatant 
Outburst, Da mas, Mlcherado 

IAS: (2m handicap hurdle) 

1. BRIGGS TURN A P McCoy 2-1 raw 

2. Wayfarers Utey ■ 1 Victors 11-2 

3. Shjhranl W Worthington 20-1 

Also: 7-2 Prairie Minstrel (5tta). 5-1 
Desert Power (4th). 9-1 Flahh/e's First. 
1 i-l Gass*: Exhibit. 16-1 Weet And See 
(Mi). 

B ran. ■/». G. stu-hd, 6. 5. {Winner bay 
getting by Rudimentary out of Turn- 
about. trained by B UeweUyn at Bargoed 
for Mrs M Uewellyn). fen: £2.70; 
£1.10. £2 70. £4. ID. DR £6.40. CSF: 
£12.86 Tricasr. £15482. NR: 
Marigliana. Royal Then. Trade Wind. 

2.15: (3m handicap chase) 

1. NOISY MINER Jt Johnson 7-2 

i N WHBanrsow 3-1 co fan 
; Gale J Osborne 3 -IobRh 
AB o: 3-1 co rau Class Ol Ninety two 
(5th). 8-1 Lets Twist Again. 25-1 legal 
Artist. 66-1 Monks Jay (4th). 

7 ran. 9. 15. 11.21. (Winner boy gett- 
ing by Kombotto out of Furry Lady. 
trained by D Nkholson at Temple Gult- 
ing Tor Mrs R J Shan). fete: £4.90: 
£2 40. £1.70. DF: £7.70. CSF: £13.40. 
Trlcast. £30.81. AIR: Beacson. Hood- 
winker. Symbol Or Success. 

2.45- (2m 5r 1 10yds mares novice hurdle) 

1. TEMPESTUOUS LADY — - 

M A HtageraU 8-1 1 fan 

2. Primitive Star B Powell 33-1 

3. Smoke? Dim ~N MIBamsen 10-1 
Also: 2-1 Give Me S pace (5th). 33-1 An- 
inclusive. 40-1 Gaye Gordon. Top Schol- 
ar. 100-1 The Big Rocket ce (4th). The 
Polecat (6th). 

9 ran. 10, ■/.. 17i. 1. 16. {Winner bay 
mate by Se<(on Blake out of Lady Fas- 
ten. trained by N Henderson at Lamboum 
tor Mrs E Roberts). fete: £1.80; E1.J0. 
£3.50. £1.70. DF: £33 60. CSF: £26 69. 
NR: Chelworth Vi. Roborerte. 


SOUTHWELL 

Going: Standard 

12.00: 1. JOHNNIE THE JOKER (Dean 
McKeown) 7-2: 2. Casbaptancy 9-4 lav. 
3. Copper Cookie 40- 1. 10 ran. 37a. 3. 
(1 Leigh. Gainsborough), fete £5.30: 
£1.80. £120, £6.00. DR E8.90. CSR 
£10.37. Tricast: £238.46. 

12.30: 1. ELTON LEDGER (R Price) 1-5 
fair 2. Going Places 16-1:3. Divide And 
Rule 40- 1 . 8 ran. 2, 6. (Mrs N Macaule* 
Melton Mowbray). Tote: £1.20: £1.10. 
£2.00. £8.60. DP. E3.9Q. CSF: E3.89. NP- 
fnriaash. 

1.00: 1. TOP FIT (W Ryan) 5-1: 2. Baron 
de Pfchon 33-1 ; 3. Love Diamonds 6-4 
fav 12 ran. Sht-tvd. hcL (W Haggas. New- 
market). IbW £6.00; E2.00. £5.80, 
£1.50. DF: £283.40. CSR El 63.24. Tric- 
asr: £343.67. 

1.30: 1. MARY JANE (Metre Hansen) 7-2: 
2. Polar Mst 9-4 |( fav: 3. Squire Cor- 
rie 4-1. 9 ran. 9-4 |t rav MaDIa (5th). »■/«. 
V*. {i Berry. CocKerham). feces £4.50: 
£1.30. El 10. £1.50. DF: £4.30. CSF: 
£10.90. 

2JKk 1 . MOOTS StAR (G Barriweil) 6-1; 
2. Golden Lyric 5-1; 3. Repton 7-2 fav. 
9 ran. 2. hd. (M Briccam. Wart Hill), fece: 
E7.70: £2.60. £1.40. £1.90. DR £25 10. 
CSR £32.09. Trlcast: £109.14. 

2JIO: 1. LOVE ACADEMY (R Fitzpatrick) 
9-1; 2. Weetznan's Weigh 5-1 ]t Fav. 3. 
RaHao Symphony 10-1. 15 ran. 5-1 jt 
fav lepton 14th). 'ft. 37- IM Johnston. MxJ- 
dlenam). fete: £14.10: £3.60. £2.40. 
£3.20. DR £48.40. CSF: E52.40. Trlcasc 
£448.60. Tote Trifecca: £232.40. NR: 
Godmershom Park. 

3.00: 1. GRAS5LANDIK (J Quinn) 9-2: 
2. Keen Hands 20-1; 3. Ladycake 7-1. 
14 ran. 5-2 Fav Sodallzer (4th). Sht-hd. 
27.. (A Newcombe. Barnstaple), fete: 
£5.50: £1.90. £6 60. £2 JO. DF: £139.00. 
CSR £97.63. 

3L3A: 1 . DAHUDMA. (P Doe) 20-V.2.MB- 
ta b a sslr 11-10 tw: a. Other 6-1. 14 ran. 
1. 37). (M Pofglase. Newmarket). Tbtms 
QUO. £3.50. £1.50. £2.60. DR £25.30. 
CSF; £38.70. TrlcaMT £161.86. NR: Bap- 
tismal Rock. 

Plaeepot: £21.00. Oa adpo t: £11.40. 

“ (G: £10.04. Place 5: £5.87. 


3.15: (2m novice chase) 

1. SUPREME CHARM . 

N 

2. Jack 


fav 

II Bellamy IM 


3- Non Vintage -W Worthington 13-2 
Also; 1 1-4 Femjfina (Still. 8*1 Z?hid 
l4tbK50-i Tee Tice Too (Sell). 

*■ 3M. 9- 1 . 7-. 2'.':. {Winner bay g&f- 
ing ^ Sovereign Water out of Wtffth 
Charmer, trained by K Bailey at Upper 
Lamboum lor P J Vogt), fete: E1.B0: 
El. 50. £1.10, DF: £4.90. CSR. £11.51 
NR: Rhier Vtfye. Royal Ceilidh. 


■ Paul Carberry has been 
booked to ride Dorans Pride in 
the Ericsson Chase at Leop- 
ardstown on Monday. Carberry 
replaces Richard Dun woody, 
who will be on Florida Pearl for 
Willie Muffins in the same race. 
Dunwoody said: “If s likely to be 
a small field but it's a fascinat- 
ing contest and it certainly wont 
be a walkover Florida Pearl is 
in very good form though and it 
should be a great race" 

Coral sold to Morgan Grenfell, 
page 10 


Books for Christmas: Tales of the disappointed on the track in racing and athletics 

Getting a lift from the downside 


ONE OF the great benefits of 
being a journalist is that you 
learn bow to recognise a good 
book. 

Years of reviewing titles 
gives one a unique insight into 
how disparate strands fuse to 
make an outstanding work. I 
am therefore able to inform that 
this Christmas's superior of- 
fering is Stan He/s An Arm 
and Fbiur Legs (Yellow Jersey 
Press, £15>, largely because of 
two factors: Stan is my mate 
(though not quite close enough 
to spell my name correctly’ and 
1 get a mention. These things 
count when you’re reviewing. 

Stan is also a very funny 
man, an unlikely figure from a 
Liverpool council estate who 
went to St Catharine’s College. 
Cambridge and is now preced- 
ed at the racecourse by a rather 
substantial Havana. 

Self-deprecation is a well- 
used tool on Merseyside, and 
Stan has got the foil socket set 
An Arm and Fbur Legs is about 
his dabble into racehorse own- 
ership, which, as anyone who 
has embarked towards this fi- 
nancial iceberg will tell you, is 
a tremendous fount for hard- 
hick stories. 

It’s amusing and entertain- 
ing to read about Stan's travails 


By Richard Edmondson 

because it’s real Racing is al- 
most entirely about losing, yet 
most of the books we are fed 
portray winners, images of 
champagne flutes and straw- 
berries. Here we get it like it is: 
weakBovriL catastrophic bets 
and buge dry-cleaning bills for 
muddy trousers. 

This is the most relevant rac- 
ing effort since David Ash- 
forth's Hitting The Turf, which 
earned my mark of five out of 
10 1 another mate, no mentions . 
Like Ashforth, Hey revels in the 
role of the unlucky losex; which 
makes racing the proper game 
for him. 

The narrative concerning 
the racecourse debut of one of 
his horses, Rowley John, is 
cracking and the overall emo- 
tional effect of owning horses 
amusingly familiar to this 
writer My foray into ownership 
with the redoubtable Merry 
Wand ended with form figures 
PPR, and the last letter was re- 
tired rather than refused 

I didn’t think I missed it 
until I read Bey’s book, but then 
the attraction returned It may 
be a cataclysmic waste of 
money but by God owning a 
horse is funny. Martin Pipe 


and Hereford also get a men- 
tion, but it is not as compli- 
mentary as mine. 

>f you like spanking new 
pubs, with jukeboxes and wide- 
screen televisions, you are not 
the sort who is going to enjoy An 
Arm and Fbur Legs. If you like 
dive bars full of Jack The Rip- 
per smote, it wlD suit If you waft 
away the smoke, you might 
even see Stan and his cigar 

1 get a mention, too, in Jenny 
Pitman, the autobiography 
(Partridge Press, £17.991 even 
if it is under the umbrella of 
those nasty press beas ties with 
which Mrs P has always been 
obsessed 

Jenny has never grasped 
the feet that journalists do not 
write about her just to fill in the 
hours before opening time. 
People are genuinely interest- 
ed in her and justifiably so. 

Whatever you say about 
Jenny Pitman she has made it 
in a sport which discriminates 
relentlessly against both 
women and those from the 
wrong side of the tracks. Her 
autobiography begins with Pit- 
man’s rearing in bucolic Leices- 
tershire, a sort of poor man's 
Fbmous Five with her family 
and friends. 

The early passages are not 



Pitman: Recently given the all dear from cancer 


so much laced with sentimen- 
tality as much as served neat. 
Her parents might have been 
plain Mr and Mrs Harvey to the 
neighbours, but, by Pitman's ac- 
count, they are up there with 
Zeus and Hera. Jenny quickly 
establishes a character which 
swings between the emotional 


and single-minded, and it is a 
strength of the book that you 
can read it in her voice. 

Ybu would have to be a very 
bad man not to feel genuinely 
moved by the trainer's senti- 
ments about her old horses. In 
addition, you would have to be 
rather seif-controlled not to be 


rather amused by Jenny's be- 
lief in the supernatural 

She claims to have been 
mystically guided in the train- 
ing of Garrison Savannah be- 
fore his Gold Cup, so that her 
mother could watch the Chel- 
tenham success shortly before 
her death. Jenny also tells us 
that before the void Grand Na- 
tional she received a premoni- 
tion that all was not right. She 
says she does not bet and that 
would be unfair on bookmakers. 
With this sixth sense, the Cas- 
sandra of Upper Lamboum 
could make a fortune. 

In the postscript Mrs P talks 
about her fight with cancer. 
The news, post publication, is 
that a recent check-up gave her 
the all clear 

The trouble with writing 
about Tony McCoy is that he 
will inevitably come up with 
something startling post pub- 
lication. The paperback The 
Real McCoy (Hodder & 
Stoughton. £6.991 is Claude 
Duval's effort at updating after 
his original biography of last 
year. Even so, the outstanding 
McCoy has done him again 
with his recent controversial 
use of the whip. We can expect 
an even more swollen book 
from Claude next Christmas. 


Failure to realise potential in heart-to-heart 


IS THIS the book which stopped 
a piece of athletics history 
being made? 

It was once said that the 
greatest sight in athletics was 
David Jenkins storming down 
the back straight of a 400 metre 
race. 

Hie worst sight, meanwhile, 
was David Jenkins in the home 
straight of the same 400m race- 
There was more than a touch 
of that when watching Roger 
Black in the final strides at the 
AAA Championships final in 
Birmingham last July. Black 
knew that he needed to finish 
in the first two to guarantee 


By Steven Downes 

himself a place in the British 
team for the European Champ- 
ionships and a chance of an un- 
precedented third title. 

But in the last strides Black 
faded into fourth. It has long 
been dangerous policy to leave 
decisions in the hands of ath- 
letics selectors so. when Black 
was omitted from the team, 
there was a strong sense that 
in the previous couple of 
months he may have attended 
one book-signing session too 
many and one training session 
too few. 


The publicity drive for How 
Long’s the Course? - My Au- 
tobiography by Roger Black 
with Mike Rowbottom (Andre 
Deutsch, 250pp. £15.99) had en- 
sured, though. Black had at 
least one success in his last sea- 
son. Of books in the limited ath- 
letics canon, only Linford 
Christie has ever sold more 
(and he has twice published 
“auto"-biographies), which is 
proof of Black's popularity with 
the British public. 

Like Black himself, the book 
covers the ground speedily and 
seemingly effortlessly from his 
days as a bright, football- 


absorbed, Portsmouth choir- 
boy “who had everything", 
through to the athletics heights 
of the Olympic silver medal in 
Atlanta in 1996. 

It was this book which re- 
vealed that Black had a serious 
heart condition diagnosed 
when he was 1 1, requiring an- 
nual check-ups ever since. A re- 
curring theme throughout the 
book, written with The Inde- 
pendents athletics correspon- 
dent, Mike Rowbottom. is the 
question of realisation of po- 
tential. From accusations from 
friends that Black bad under- 
achieved, to the philosophising 


during the pre-Olympic winter 
of 1995-96 with David Jenkins, 
there is a sense of self-doubt 
that. Black never ran his perfect 
race. Athletics watchers were 
aware of the cruel catalogue of 
injuries in Black's careen but 
only now is there an awareness 
of what may have been, literally, 
at the heart of the problem. 

The relationship with Jenk- 
ins, a predecessor as British 
record-holder; is curious be- 
cause of Blade’s stance against 
drugs and Jenkins' criminal 
conviction for peddling 
steroids. Yet Black credits 
Jenkins with the role of mentor 


in achieving the pinnacle of 
his career in Atlanta. There are 
echoes of Chariots cfFire here, 
with Black receiving messages 
from pariah -Eke Jenkins just as 
Harold Abrahams did from his 
coach, the banned profession- 
al Sam MussabinL 
Black’s auto-didactic phi- 
losophy grates at times, but not 

so much as his reluctance to ex- 
press an opinion on the issues 
he raises in the book. “Ybu can 
see both sides” is a phrase 
which betrays Black’s firture ca- 
reer as a TV pundit, but ought 
to have no place in such a 
book. 
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Ten command performances 


Win which 
put Arsenal 
on course 
for the title 


FOOTBALL 


BY GLENN MOORE 


AS THE Arsenal players celebrated 
with the adoring pocket of their 
supporters tucked into the corner of 
Old Trafibrd, you just knew. It could 
not have been more obvious if a 
ghostly hand, taking time out from 
picking National Lottery winners, 
had descended from the Manches- 
ter sky and pointed at the yellow- 
shirted band before sprinkling them 
with stardust Here were the nest 
Premiership champions. 

Arsenal's 1-0 win over Manches- 
ter United in March was not as dra- 
matic as their famous title-clinching 
victory at Anfield in 1989 but it was 
almost as conclusive. The pre- 
tenders had been to the home of the 
champions and won with more ease 
than the scoreline suggested. They 
were still only second in the table 
but as you looked from the jubilant 
Arsenal players, their feces glowing 
with confidence, to the wounded fig- 
ure of Peter Schmeichel limping 
from the arena, there was a sense 
of the passing of an era. 

Ar spnal, unbeaten in nmp gampR. 

had arrived at Old Trafford nine 
points behind but with three match- 
es - all away - in hand. United were 
stQl favourites but canny punters had 
already taken the precaution of ac- 
cepting Manchester-based bookie 
Fred Done's premature offer to pay 
out on bets backing them for the tfile. 

While the viators were without 
David Seaman and Ian Wight, nei- 
ther were missed. United's ipjury 
problems were more grave, Ryan 
Giggs’ absence would prove to be as 
telling as the decision to play John 
Curtis at right-back. 

Curtis, a promising and cultured 
England youth international is still 
to recover from the chasing Marc ■ 
Overmars gave him. Overmars was 
in prime form and Curtis was re- 
moved to left-wing, then the bench, 
by the hour. He has since been sup- 
planted by Wes Brown. 



Dog-tired 
but dogged 
in Kuala 
Lumpur 



ATHLETICS 

BY MIKE ROWBOTTOM 





Ar senal ’s Marc Overmars beats Manchester United’s Peter Schmeichel to score the goal that opened np the Premiership race at Old lYafford Allsport 


Even so, when be left the field 
United were still level Overmars 
having missed two good chances. He 
had also had a decent penalty ap- 
peal for a foul by Curtis, denied 
United had created nothing, only 
a wayward pass by Lee Dixon and 
a linesman’s error giving Andy Cole 
a brace of chances which he squan- 
dered. Their attacks, lacking width, 
had foundered oh theFrench axis of 


Emmanuel Petit and Patrick Vieira. 
If anyone got past them they met 
Tony Adams and Martin Keown in 
“they shall not pass” mode. After 
that stood Alex Manningec such an 
able deputy some doubted if Seaman 
would win his place back. This de- 
fensive excellence was the bedrock 
of Arsenal’s championship cam- 
paign, the Dutch partnership of 
Overmars and Dennis Bergkamp. 


with support from Ray Parlour, the 
m iting edge. 

A dozen minutes from time, with 
United re-organising after injury, Ar- 
senal’s pressure told Headers from 
Bergkamp and Nicolas Ane&a re- 
leased Overmars who sprinted 
thro ugh to score. United’s agony was 
complete when Schmeichel in a 
rash foray upfield, damaged a ham- 
string. 


“We looked tired” said the Man- 
chester United manager; Alex Fer- 
guson. # 

“United are still in the best por- 
tion,” said ArsCne Wenger of Arse- 
nal. Only one of them was telling the 
truth. 

It would be another five weeks be- 
fore Arsenal assumed the leadership 
as United dosing with five wins and 
two draws, fought all the way. But 


Arsenal’s games in hand proved de- 
cisive. They won the next eight 
matches, sealing the title with a 
crushing 4-0 victory at home to 
Everton on 3 May. 

Manchester United (4-4-2): Schmeichel: Cur- 
ds (Thomley. 52 J. G Neville. Berg. Inwin: Beck- 
ham. Johnsen (May. 78). SctxSes. P NevBle 
(Solsfciaer. 76): Sheringtiam. Cole. 


IWAN THOMAS had every excuse 
not to earn the Commonwealth 400 
metres title in Kuala Lumpun In 
winning his personal battle with his 
domestic rival Mai* Richardson at 
month’s European 
(j&Jgflttships, the 24-year-old 
established himself 
’WtheBraisb No L 
- As such, he was selected for the 
British team to contest the World 
Cup in Johannesburg on the eve of 
the Commonwealth athletics pro- 
gramme. 

In South Africa, Thomas per- 
formed mightily, winning the 
individual event at full stretch from 
Jerome M mng of the United States, 
and putting in rna-rimum effort 
in the following day’s relay despite 

having to chase a lost cause on the 
final leg. 

Thomas was dog-tired But, un- 
like Wales’s other European champ- 
ion, Colin Jackson, he derided to 
race for his country in an effort to 
complete an outstanding triple. 

Thus he spent 10 hours on an 
overnight flight from Johannes- 
burg, arriving at Kuala Lumpur in 
theeariy hours (rf Tuesday morning, 
a day before he had to race in two 
qualifying rounds. 

Little wonder that he derided it 
was worth investing some of his 
$50,000 prize money in upgrading 
his plane ticket. 

In ihe meantime, Richardson, 
whose early-season * win over 
Otympic champion Michael John- 
son in Oslo had established a high 


Arsenal I4-4-2J: Mannings; Dixon. Keown. 
Adams, Uflncertujm: Parlour (Garde. 68). Vieira. 
Petit. Overmars; Wfreh (Andka, 65). Bergkamp. 
Referee: A VAlkie (Co Durham), -v ■ 
Attendance: 55. 1 74. 


Brilliance and 
Brawn combined 
provides a classic 


A FORMULA ONE world champion- 
ship teat promised so little in its early 
stages blossomed into one of the 
more absorbing of recent seasons, 
with a duel between Mika Hakkinen 
and Michael Schumacher which 
went to the final Grand Prix. 

Hakkinen’ s ultimate success was 
reward for McLaren Mercedes' su- 
periority over the year- and also in 
no small measure to the Finn's re- 
silience, notably in the penultimate 
round, at the NOrburgring. where he 
stunned Schumacher with an em- 
phatic victory after starting behind 
the Ferrari No l and his team-mate. 
Eddie Irvine. 

Mostly, however; Hakkmen's wins 
were routine, disciplined displays, 
supported when necessary by David 
Couithard. Schumacher, as usual 
bad to work harder for his success- 
es, cajoling inferior machinery, out- 
witting McLaren with clever tactics 
and punishing them for any error 

He demonstrated familiar - some 
would say unacceptable -aggression 
to win in Argentina and Canada, but 


MOTOR RACING 


BY DERICK ALLSOP 


there were no dissenting voices, 
merely eulogies after his extraor- 
dinary triumph in Hungary. 

It was the outstanding perfor- 
mance of the season, incorporating 
Schumacher’s incomparable speed 
and car control opportunism, inge- 
nuity and team-work. Every mem- 
ber of the German’s crew played a 
role, none more so than the Ferrari 
technical director Ross Brawn. 

Schumacher lined up third on the 
Budapest grid, behind Hakkinen 
and Couithard, and the auguries 
were no better for the Italian camp 
when their man was held at bay in 
the first sector of the race. Worse still 
for Schumacher on a circuit which 
offers scant chance for overtaking, 
he emerged from his first pit-stop 
trailing Jacques VHleneuve. 

The situation called for swift and 



Cannon-fodder « 
pull off miracle 1 
in Bordeaux 


GrAX\ 


mj 


Michael Schumacher celebrates a stunning victory in Hungary 


imaginative action. Brawn now opted 
for a three-stop plan Its success 
would depend on the element of sur- 
prise, a slick team operation, and the 
brilliance of the world's best driver 

Part one of the mission was ac- 
complished as Schumacher dived 
into the pits again, to be followed by 
Couithard in McLaren's misguided 
attempt to cover. The Ferrari re- 
turned to the track not only clear of 
Couithard but also in front ofHakki- 
nen, whose car had a problem. 

Hus was an une.'qrected bonus, 
but still the most demanding part of 
Schumacher’s task lay ahead if he 
was to retain his lead after a third 
stop. Brawn spelled out the re- 


quirement over the pit-to-car radio 
link: open up a 25-second gap in 19 
laps. “Thank you very much,” came 
Schumacher's sardonic response. 

Schumacher set about the chal- 
lenge like a man possessed, hurtling 
the Ferrari to the very edge of ad- 
hesion, and once beyond it He re- 
covered and resumed his seemingly 
demented charge, undaunted by 
the bumpy and potentially catas- 
trophic excursion. 

It all made sense, however; when 
he pulled into the pits for his third 
stop and shot back out again, still 
leading a demoralised Couithard 
comfortably. One of his finest victo- 
ries was assured. 


Slogger who battled to summit 


JUVENILE EARS may have been 
clipped after some racing aficiona- 
dos got round to viewing the video 
of the Grand National of 1998. 

This was the race that was run in 
porridge ground made treacherous 
by the persistent downpour a race 
when only six of the 37 runners fin- 
ished, a race in which three of the 
combatants fought their last battle. 

When you watch a replay of this 
murderous contest it is easy to imag- 
ine that someone has been meddling 
with the recording equipment The 
race appears to be run almost en- 
tirety in slow motion. The winner 
takes almost 11 minutes to get round, 
in a time over two minutes slower 
than Mr Frisk’s course record. 

The little horse which towed the 
bulk home tike a tug that day goes 
by the name of Earth Summit He is 
perhaps the slowest good horse 
there has ever been. 

On the Gloucestershire gallops of 
his trainee Nigel TWiston-Davies, 
Earth Summit occasionally has to be 


RACING 

By Richard Edmondson 


pulled off the main trade to let other 
horses by. When a member of the 
string requires confidence-boost- 
ing by slaughtering a workmate 
they put him side by side with this 
established plodder. 

II however, they had made the Ti- 
tanic out of the same material as 
Earth Summit’s body there would 
have been a lot of little ice cubes 
floating in the north Atlantic. This 
equine creature’s relish for tough- 
ness is unprecedented 

He has fought all bis life has Earth 
Summit As a young horse his 
hooves used to curl forward like Al- 
addin's slippers, but he has over- 
come that physical infirmity. Ain tree 
continued his National collection as 
he already has the Scottish and 
Welsh versions in his scrapbook. 


In addition. Earth Summit ap- 
pears to have survived a racing Ar- 
mageddon quite sweetly. He has won 
over the Liverpool Himalayas this 
season and a recent second place at 
Haydock to Suny Bay, Britain's top- 
rated chaser may have been the bek 
performance of his life. 

Earth Summit will soon be 11 and 

entering toe vintage category but no 

sign of deterioration to bodywork or 
engine have emerged. His person- 
al sustainment follows the extension 
of the National Hunt dream - that 
you can buy a horse cheaply which 
wins the sport's most high-profile 
race. The gelding's six owners paid 
£5,300 for their noble beast and 
have subsequently enjoyed 10 vic- 
tories from 36 starts and over 
£370,000 in prize money. 

The Summit Partnership will not 
remember their horse for how he 
has enriched them. They will select, 
instead, the day in April when he won 
perhaps the most arduous race ever 
seen on a British racecourse. 



Earth Summit’s finest moment 
as he lands the Grand National 


31 JANUARY Bordeaux: Heineken 
Cup Final, Bath 19 Brive 18. 

Call it fete, call it divine will call 
it whatever you fancy; there were 
strange forces at wort in the Stade 
Lescure on European Cup final day 
last January. Brive, the reigning 
champions anggpoverwhelming 
favourites, possflsed all the guns 
and all the bullets: fierce tight for- 
wards, a dynamic back row, in- 
ternational half-backs, a pair of 
Linford Christies on the wings and 
the best goal-kicker in Europe. More 
importantly still, they were on fa- 
miliar soil It would take something 
a good deal more potent than the 
most vulnerable Bath side in recent 
memory to deny the Frenchmen a 
return visit to the summit of club 
rugby’s Parnassus. 

Or so we thought Bath crossed 
the Channel with some distinctly 
shop-soiled personnel - Jon Caliard ■■ 
was summoned from the back end 
of beyond to kick whatever goals 
might present themselves, while 
Jeremy Guscott was playing only his 
second serious game:jh seven 
months - but during a week of in- 
tensive soul-searching On the train- 
ing pitch, they somehow cornered 
the market in the intangibles of big- 
time sport beliel spirit desire, a col- 
lective willingness to shed every last 
bead of sweat every last drop of 
blood, in pursuit of their ultimate 
prize. And in the end, those un- 
coachable qualities carried the day. 

It made for an unforgettable spec- 
tacle, enhanced by a surge of noise 
from 6,000 travelling Recreation 
Grounders as they slowly cottoned 
on to the feet that their team were 
contenders rather than cannon-fod- 
der From the depths of an unpropi- 
tious opening 40 minutes, during 
which Olivier Magne and Sebastien 
Carrat threatened breakaway tries 
and Christophe Lamaison looked 
capable of kidring penalties from any- 
where inside his own half as well as 
the opposition's. Caliard began to reg- 
ister a presence on the scoreboard. 
He would eventually claim all 19 Bath 
points, including the only tzy of the 
match and a late penalty that left the 
travelling supporters in need of a 
communal change of underwear. 

In a sense. Brive handed Bath the 
trophy on a stiver platter, Philippe 


RUGBY UNION 


by Chris Hewitt 



Carbonneau, 4 that arch-pragmatist of 
a scrum-hall showed a hitherto un- 
suspected streak of tactical naivete 
in ignoring the brilliance of his own 
backs and attempting to batter his 
enemy into submission. Given that 
Bath had little going for them apart 
from the stomach for a fight, the 
French game plan was a nonsense. 
When, deep in injury time, Lamai- 
son's nerve finally failed him - the 
centre miscued an awkward but 


I wan Thomas races down the 
straight to land the 400 metres 
gold medal in Kuala Lumpur 


level of expectation, had turned 
down a relay spot in the World Cup 
to acclimatise himself for Kuala 
Lumpur. 


been, in his own words, his ‘ToweJ,. 
low" since he started r unning com- 
petitively. He had left Hungary hun- 

3TV fntk rwanffe anil it Caamail kn 



Andy Nicol. the Bath captain, 
holds aloft the Heineken Cup 


perfectly kickable penalty from the 
left touchline - the folty of the cham- 
pions' approach was laid bare for all 
to see. Except that few in the stadi- 
um were in much of a condition to 
see anything; there were too many 
tears - French tears of frustration 
and bewilderment. West Country 
tears of relief and unrestrained joy 
- for that. And as the piercing emo- 
tion of that sunlit winter’s afternoon 
in France began to subside, the 
moral of the piece was obvious. In- 
ternational rugby may generate 
most of the money, but it will never 
be the whole of trhe game. 


his leg-weary rival. 

Thomas, the early part of whose 
season had been jeopardised by a 
hamstring injury, looked under- 
standably laboured in negotiating . 
his heats. But as he prepared for the h 
semi-final he hit a bigger problem 
- his back seized up. 

“I was in tears with the pain and 
I came dose to knocking the Games 
on the head,” said Thomas, who re- 
ceived emergency treatment until 
four o’dock in the morning on the 
day of the semi-final. On he went £' t 
even finding time to joke in the*? 
home straight with his t eam -mate 
Jamie Baulch. 

As the gun went in the final the 

two Britons found themselves the 
focus of attention, as they had been 
in Budapest Arnumg in the home 
straight, Thonfcs Appeared to have ' 
a slight lead and a final surge from 
Richardson seemed inevitable It 
— but Thomas hun g on to 
cross the line eight-tenths of a sec- 
ond ahead of his grimacing rival in 
44.52s ec. Thomas had claimed his 
third major title in the space of a 
month. 

“When I came off that last bend 
“V ' e 8S felt dead, but everyone 
else’s must have been worse," he 
said, before paying tribute to the ef- 
forts of his coach, Mike Smith, the • 
man who guided the early career of 
the raM whom Thomas succeeded 
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CRICKET 

By Derek Pringle 


IT IS perhaps indicative of the con- 
fusing times we live in that the 
greatest cricketing moment of the 
year, that “jewel of duels" between 
Allan Donald's and Michael Ather- 
ton at TYent Bridge, owed its gene- 
sis and subsequent intensity to an 
unsporting one - namely that of a 
batsmen failing to walk. 

Of all sports, cricket has long car- 
ried the heaviest behavioural bag- 
gage. For once, though, the drama 
outweighed the morality play, as 
Donald, arguably the world's fastest 
« bowler tried to dislodge Atherton, one 
”of the game’s great unflappables. 

England’s cricketers have not 
had much to crow about recently but 
the series win over South Africa at 
the end of last summer has been one 
of them. On the verge of conceding 
a insurmountable deficit at Old Tfraf- 
ford, they clung onto a draw before 
winning the final two Tests and the 
series. 

The first of those victories, Thent 
Bridge was a ding-dong affair that 
neither side could be said to have 
won or lost until lunch on the final 
day. Atherton's offering, a defiant un- 
beaten 98, was a priceless knock, 
though one sullied for old-school eti- 
quettists by his refusal to walk on 28, 
when a short ball from Donald after 

on the fourth day took his glove 
oil its way to the wicketkeeper But 
if television confirmed the contact, 
Steve Dunne, the umpire did not and 
Atherton, despite the South African's 
appeals, was given not out 

But there In a way lies the rub. 
Without the controversy, the spec- 
tating public would have been denied 
the most thrilling 40 minutes of the 
sporting year as Donald, incensed 
by the injustice, literally tried to re- 
move Atherton, by any means nec- 
essary. 

Perhaps an “element of needle” 
-^always required for sport to for- 
get itself and spill over into the vis- 
ceral tussles of real life. That is 
certainly what appeared to happen 
to Donald, who, dose to being spent 
following his exertions earlier in the 
day, somehow managed to sum- 
mon another burst of energy and so 
escalate the fray. 

Although dearly furious - he had 
already barked something in 
Afrikaans at Atherton - he did not 
let bis fury get the better of him. In- 
. — he somehow focused it on the 
undemonstrative man taking strike 
22 yards away, peppering him 
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England's Mike Atherton and Allan Donald of South Africa, caught in a rare moment of non-hostility at Trent Bridge Empics 





repeatedly with short balls from 
around the wicket, an angle that, for 
right-handers at least, increases 
the level of intimidation. It was the 
fast-bowling equivalent of sticking 
pins into a voodoo doll, except that 


Atherton was marginally more mo- 
bile and therefore able to influence 
his destiny. 

In such situations, terms such as 
technique and temperament are ir- 
relevant. The battle was being 


fought on molecular level and it was 
really a question of whose adrena- 
lin would give out first As it hap- 
pened a hook shot for three broke the 
spell and Donald took his sweater. 

At the time, it seemed that there 


were no winners and losers just two 
survivors. Ten days later at Head- 
ing^ u*en England won the series, 
the true toll of that ferocious 40 min- 
utes came to light And it cost South 
Africa dear. 


When the Eagles did the 
unthinkable at Wembley 


SHEFFIELD EAGLES were the 
longest-priced outsiders in the Silk 

Wigan - and do so with some- 
thing to spare - ranks as one of the 
year's most memorable sporting 
achievements. 

Not even their home city seemed 
particularly enthused by the 
prospect of the Eagles at Wembley, 
judging by the empty rows at their 
end of foe ground. But John Kear and 
his players believed that not only 
could they win it, but that they defi- 
nitely would; and that is the way they 
played from the start, with their prop 
forwards, Paul Broadbent and Dale 
Laughton, tearing into Wigan like it 
was the only match of their lives. 

That, perhaps, sums up the dif- 
ference between the two skies on the 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

By Dave Had field 


afternoon. Wigan, despite an unac- 
customed two year absence from the 
big day, were relaxed to the point of 
treating the occasion as routine. 
Sheffield were ferociously keyed-up, 
but also managed to be the more co- 
hesive and organised side. 

Mark Aston, their long-serving 
scrum-half, won the Lance Ibdd 
Trophy for the way he outmanoeu- 
vred W^an and particularly the way 
his kicking game put Antty fhrrell in 
the shade. It mi gh t equally well have 
gone to Dave Watson, an unreliable 
maverick of a player with a chequered 


career in three countries. Kear took 
a calculated risk by bringing him on 
board and he was a vital contributor 
at Wembley, both with his last-ditch 
tackling and his ability to run the ball 
at the opposition. 

Neutrals have rarely been as 
happy at Wembley as they were 
when Sheffield ran out 17-8 winners. 
It was impossible not to warm to a 
good bunch of blokes and a genuinely' 
worthy club as they staggered onto 
their bus with cardboard boxes full 
of champagne. But what of the 
medium-term consequences of such 
a remarkable afternoon? 

Well hopes that their achieve- 
ment would win over the doubting 
and indifferent mass of the Sheffield 
public have not yet been fulfilled. 
More predictably, when the two 



Rusedski shows 
off his resilience 
in Paris match 


Sheffield’s Keith Senior powers past Gary ConoUy of Wigan 
during the Eagles’ Challenge Cup victory David Ashdown 


teams met again in Super League 
the following weekend, Wigan 
crushed them 36-6. Not entirely 
surprising, either; to those who have 
seen comparable circumstances 


applied before, was that victory led 
almost seamlessly into disintegra- 
tion. Of Sheffield's Wembley squad, 
at least six will not be with the dub 
when next season begins. 


fiance between the two skies on the maverick of a player with a chequered More predictably, when the two seen comparable circumstances when next season begins. 

Blood-and-guts display earned showman new respect 

MAYBE THERE was no other way for completely closed in a mass of bru- working for American television on 
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His Bice a mask of blood and 
pain, Chris Eubank stands tall 


maybe there was no other way for 
Chris Eubank to confirm a true 
fighting heart than engage in a con- 
test so brutal that even hardened 
ringsiders called for him to be 
spared further punishment 
What else could you think when 
you saw shock on the feces of peo- 
ple who had never realised how 
much a boxer gives of himself? 

The occasion was Eubank’s un- 
successful attempt to wrest the 
World Boxing Organisation cruis- 
erweight title from Carl Thompson 
last April in Manchester. 

Until then, despite proving in 
hard contests against Nigel Benn, 
Michael Watson and Steve Collins 
that his heart pumped nothing but 
high-octane courage, Eubanks rep- 
utation had been formed ty ludi- 
crous, if profitable, showmanship. 

What the challenge to Thompson 
made dear was that in choosing to 


BOXING 

By Ken Jones 


shape his career at middle and 
super-middleweight around a series 
of contrived defences, contests that 
(fid not require him to train diligently 
Eubank had sold himself short when 
he could have been the British fight- 
er of the 90s. 

Giving away more than half a 
stone, Eubank showed a warrior’s 
mettle, fighting with such spirit 
that a left hook in the second round 
brought the prospect of a remark- 
able victory until he chose to stand 
off the visibly-stunned champion. 

Eubank, who also dropped 
Thompson in the fourth, paid dear- 
ly fbr this perverse decision, finish- 
ing the contest with one eye 


completely dosed in a mass of bru- 
talised fedal tissue and spitting 
blood. He had never been in such 
pain or looked more ring-soiled. 

Drawn to boxing by the glitz of 
television presentation, conditioned 
by Naseem Hamed's comparative- 
ly bloodless dismantling of careful- 
ly selected opponents, women in the 
audience averted their gaze from 
Eubank’s mangled features. 

Admitting that he had thought 
more than once of stopping the con- 
test the referee Roy Francis said, 
"It was a dilemma. Chris took so 
much punishment that I was only a 
second away from stepping between 
them, but I had to give him every 
chance because he kept coming 
bade with punches. It makes me feel 
like weeping; he’s a guy I like so 
much." 

The former heavyweight cham- 
pion, George Foreman, who was 


working for American television on 
Hamed's defence of the WRO feath- 
erweight title, thought Eubank’s 
performance heroic. “Did you ever 
see such guts? “People told me 
that Eubank has made a mockery of 
boxing, but be fought tonight as 
though his life was on the line.” 

Others would speak about the life- 
less glaze that came over Thomp- 
son’s face when Eubank put him 
down in the fourth round; about the 
heavy blows Thompson fired in re- 
turn to secure his title, the immense 
will shown by bath men. 

Eubank is a creature of ego. 
Were he anything else, he wouldn’t 
have stood up to punches that 
caused him to spend a night under 
observation in hospital after un- 
dergoing a brain scan. If it was any 
consolation he at last had the respect 
of his peers. In bloody defeat he was 
monkendearmg. 


THE CENTRE court at the All Eng- 
land Club is adorned with ampe- 
lopsis creeper, whereas the sloping 
outer walls of the Palais Omnisports 
in the Ber^y district of Paris are dec- 
orated with strips of turf, creating 
the impression of a Wimbledon 
bunker 

It was there in November that 
Greg Rusedski shed the frustration 
that had gnawed at him since a 
painful episode in June by outplay- 
ing Pete Sampras, who was en route 
to finishing the season as the world 
No l for a record sixth consecutive 
year. 

Rusedski’s triumph in straight 
sets against Sampras in the final of 
the 32.55m <£i.55m» Paris Open 
made him the first British player to 
win one of the ATP Tbur's Super 9 
events, which are ranked second 
only to the four Grand Slams. The 
only other Briton to have beaten 
Sampras was Jeremy Bates, when 
the American was a callow 17-year- 
old in his first season on the pro- 
fessional circuit, showing only a 
glimm er of his potential to win ll 
Grand Slam singles titles. 

Five months earlier, when Sam- 
pras was in the process of winning 
his fifth Wimbledon singles title, 
Rusedski had been unable to com- 
plete a first-round match against 
Australia's Mark Draper because of 
an ankle injury suffered while com- 
peting at the Queen’s Club in Lon- 
don a fortnight before. On leaving 
Wimbledon. Rusedski did not play 
again for two months. 

Prior to the indoor contest in 
Paris, Sampras had won his six 
previous matches against Ruseds- 
ki The first was at Wimbledon in 
1995, shortly after the Canadian-born 
Rusedski pledged himself to the 
British cause, bringing with him lots 
of ambition, a big heart, a mighty left- 
handed serve and grounds trokes 
that tended to be as wide as his 
smile. 

By the time he met Sampras for 
the seventh time, Rusedski was 
able to play the the most impressive 
tennis of his career to win 6-4, 7-6, 
6-3, after an hour and 44 minutes. He 
complemented the power of his 
serve-volley game with confident re- 
turns and blistering grounds trokes, 
particularly on the backhand, and 
showed admirable resilience when 
the going became bumpy in the 
second set 

Rusedski, having saved four 
break points in the second game of 
the second set, was unable to deny 
Sampras in the sixth game, netting 
a volley after the American re- 
turned a second serve. But Sampras, 


TENNIS 

By John Roberts 


the defending champion, proved fal- 
lible when serving for the set at 
5-4, twice double-faulting, crucially 
on break point Rusedski won the tie- 
break, 7-4. and took a 3-0 lead in the 
third set before Sampras won an- 
other game. 

The measure of Rusedski's vic- 
tory, aside from a cheque for 
$393,000, was calculated by his op- 
ponent “He’s been hot all week and 
has pretty much kicked everybody's 



Rusedski: Defeated Sampras in 
the final of the Paris Open 


butt," Sampras said. “This match 
was pivotal. It really would have put 
me ahead by quite a bit” 

At the time. Sampras needed 
every ranking point that he could lay 
a racket on to prevent the Chilean 
Marcelo Rios from ruining his 
chances of moving ahead of Jimmy 
Connors, with whom he shared the 
record of finishing as the world No 
1 for five years in a row. In the event 
Sampras would have to wait only a 
few more weeks before the record 
was his. 

Rusedski, however, was left 
dreaming of a time when he may still 
become file world No 1: “If I play like 
I did today." 


Rose found game 
so easy among 
Birkdale dunes 


GOLF 

by andy Farrell 


IT WAS a time to dream. Christmas 
for Justin Rose came nearer the 
longest day of the year than the 
shortest. At tea-time on a wild and 
windy Saturday afternoon a 17-year- 
old amateur led the 12 7th Open 
Championship. Rose walked off the 
12th green with a par to lead by one 
from Brian Watts. 

Not since Harold Hilton at Hoy- 
lake in 1897 had a British amateur 
won the silver claret jug. There 
may have been 24 holes to play, but 
that did not stop Rose thinking 
ahead. Victory would be difficult to 
top, or would it? “I guess when I'm 

18 you've got to win the Masters, at 

19 win the US Open and at 20 win the 
USPGA," Rose joked. Rose smiled 
a lot during those few magical days 
on the dimes of the Lancashire 
coast, clearly oblivious to what was 
going on around him. 

Royal Birkdale was testing the 
greatest players in the world and find- 
ing most of them wanting. But Rose's 
66 on the Friday, in the second round, 
was the best score erf the day the next 
best coming from the eventual cham- 
pion, Mark O’Meara, with a 68. The 
round equalled the lowest by an am- 
ateur in the Open, set by Frank 
Stranahan and Tiger Woods. 

The following day Waods could do 
no better than a 77 and Nick Price 
had an 82. Rose, who started the day 
tied for second alongside the world 
No l and the former Open champi- 
on, scored a 75 to lie fifth, three be- 
hind Watts. 

All along he smiled and waved to 




ism 


Justin Rose put big names in 
the shade at Royal Birkdale 

a gallery who were in no doubt they 
had a new hero. “Starting out I didn't 
realise it would be anything like 
that," Rose said “On every hole I got 
an ovation. It was incredible, people 
shouting my name. It pushed me on. 
I saw myself as Jack NickJaus com- 
ing up the 18th.” 

Rose was never quite in con- 
tention on the final day and seemed 
to be making a mess of the last until 
his last shot as an amateur, a chip 
from 45 yards over a couple of 
bunkers, found the bole. Never has 
respectful silence from the massed 
ranks around the 1 8th green turned 
to a tumultuous ovation quicken 
He deserved it, finishing tied fourth, 
the best result by an amateur in the 
Open for 45 years. 

It was a brilliant finale to the best 
week of a young man’s life, the un- 
veiling of a bright, new talent From 
the perspective of an aspiring pro- 
fessional trying to make his way - 
so far having missed 10 cuts out of 
10 and foiled to gain his player’s card 
on the European tour — it Is a. glori- 
ous memory. May it not become a 
millstone. 
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TEN PERFORMANCES THAT SET THE SPORTING YEAR 
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by nick Harris 


SIR ELTON JOHN yesterday 
launched an astonishing at- 
tack on Glenn Hoddle, accusing 
him of "resenting’” David Beck- 
ham's fame, ability and rela- 
tionship with Victoria Adams, 
Beckham's pop-singer girl- 
friend. 

The Watford chairman also 
revealed he had been in touch 
with Paul Gascoigne and was 
helping the Middlesbrough 
midfielder in his fight against 
alcoholism, an addiction the 
millionaire rock star has suf- 
fered from him sell 

The 52-year-old made his 
remarks in a rare interview to 
mark his return to active ser- 
vice at Watford, after two hec- 
tic years personally and 
professionally had limited his 
involvement Speaking at the 
First Division's club's Vicarage 
Hoad ground, he also said he 
felt the Premiership had “spi- 
ralled out of control” with 
“mediocre players being trans- 
ferred for £2-Sm”. 

Many would agree with that 
but his remarks about Beck- 
ham are sure to cause contro- 
versy. 1 felt for Becks at the 
World Cup,” he said. “He was 
very shabbily treated by the 
England manag er. I think it is 
resentment on Glenn Hoddle’s 
part Maybe he wasn't as suc- 
cessful as David, he had a great 
career but be didn't have a 
great England careen I think he 
resents that and he resents that 
he has a nice girlfriend and is 
famous.” On a more concilia- 
tory note he added: “1 think a 
couple of the things Glenn Hod- 
dle said are right, David does 
have to learn discipline on the 
pitch.” 

Beckham and Adams, who is 
better known as “Posh Spice”, 
stayed at Sir Elton’s house in 
the south of France after the 
Wbrld Cup and. he added, “love 
each other very much. I keep a 
close eye on David. I think he 
is one of the most talented 
players England has produced. 
I think he will eventually go 
abroad and cope with it He has 
seen what his girlfriend has had 
to cope with and she does so 
very well The Spice Girls work 
their balls off -if you’ll pardon 
the expression. 

“T do like to help anyone with 
spetial talent and if there is any- 
way I can help them cope with 
the pressures I try and ring up 
and offer.” 

Thus the call to Gascoigne. 
“1 spoke to Paul [Gascoigne] on 
the phone a couple of weeks ago 
at Middlesbrough to see if he 
wanted any help and to say if be 
did I would be there for him. It 
is a very hard thing to do to give 
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UP TO 10 of the ooimfay’s lead- 
ing dubs, including Manches- 
ter United, Arsenal", and 
Liverpool could break away 
and form a domestic super 
league if the Premier League 

loses ite court case with the Of- 
fice of Fair Trading (OFDthal 
starts in January, a League 
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Sir Elton John (right) and Graham Taylor at Vicarage Road yesterday. Sir Elton said Glenn Hoddle treated Beckham ‘very shabbily* at the World Cup Peter Jay 


up that addictive lifestyle. You 
need friends, people with a bit 
of experience, to help you. . .. 

“I wrote him a letter when he 
was in treatment saying: Wife 
are the same kind of person, 
self-destructive in lots of ways. 
I wasted a lot of ray time doing 
blah blah blah. are a genius, 
you have such Kirill this is a 
great opportunity to prove to 
everybody, including the Eng- 
land manager; that you are a 
great footballer.’ 

"I said: You are going to 
have to knuckle down and do 
some hard work and do as you 
are told. I can promise if you do 
the results will coma’ I am very 
proud of Paul for what he is 
doing at the moment - just as 
I am proud of Tony Adams and 
Paul Merson.” 

Sir Elton also said he felt 
Hoddle “shot himself in the 
foot” during the World Cup 
“with all that nonsense about 


Michael Owen. International 
football is dire and boring,” he 
added. “I don’t see any point in 
it Eveiyone is so negative. I 
thought England played well in 
the World Cup, they were one 
of the most inventive teams, but 
I thought the overall competi- 


tion was appalling and France 
the most boring team ever to 
win it” 

Sir Elton added: “Hoddle 
would not be my choice as 
England manager but there is 
no one else. Only Terry Ven- 
ables seems to revel in it I 


wouldn't want it it is a thank- 
less task being En glan d man- 
ager and working for that lot 
rtbe FA]. I remember when I 
first became chairman fin the 
Iate-70s] and went to Fbotball 
League meetings I thought: T 
must have so much to learn’. 


Taylor’s brush with death 


GRAHAM TAYLOR revealed 
yesterday that he had come 
within a couple of hours of 
dying due to the throat ab- 
scess which required an emer- 
gency operation last month, 
writes Glenn Moore. 

The Watford manager said 
he had been suffering from a 
sore throat for some time prior 
to his health suddenly worsen- 
ing to the extent that on Tues- 
day 10 November, he was 
coughing blood IBs wife, Rita, 
rang his doctor who. fearing a 
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heart attack, immediately sum- 
moned an ambulance. 

It soon became apparent that 
the problem was an abscess in 
his throat which, combined with 
the effects of a chest infection, 
had swollen to the extent that it 
was blocking his windpipe. “It 
was a bit scaiy "Taylor said yes- 
terday. “The doctor said I had 
two hours left and if my wife 
hadn’t ca l led they would not 
have got to me in time.” 

Nor did it end there. A week 
after being released the 

Bosman 

receives 

£312,000 

JEAN-MARC BOSMAN, the Bel- 
gian footballer whose landmark 
court action transformed the 
transfer system in Europe, 
finally reached a settlement 
yesterday in his own case. The 
Belgian football federation 
agreed to pay Bosnian £312JXX), 
ending years of litigation be- 
tween the two parties. 

Bosman (pictured right! 
went to the courts after his 
club, FC Liege, refused to 
allow him to move at the end 
of his contract to Dunkirk in 
France without a transfer fee, 
leaving the player without a 
dub. Although Bosman won 
his case at the European Court 
of Appeal in December 1995, by 


53-year-old former England 
manager picked up a sinus in- 
fection, necessitating another 
36 hours in hospital 
Having delegated manage- 
ment duties to Kenny Jackett 
and Luther Blissett Taylor is 
slowty returning to work at the 
First Division dub. He is also 
having speech therapy to cor- 
rect a breathing problem which 
led to die development of the 
abscess. “It does put things in 
perspective," Taylor said. 
“None erf us are indestructible.” 


Then I got there and thought 
*My God, these people are run- 
ning football?” _ t 

He did not fed it had got any 
better “The Premier League 
has spiralled out of control. We 
see very mediocre players 
going for £2-3m. I see figures 
bandied around like £l8m for 
Alan Shearer, a player who 
still hasn’t found his form after 
coming back from injury. It’s a 
joke. I'm not having a go at 
Shearer but if people want to 
pay that they have more 
money than sense. And when 
you see some players on the 
pitch you think: ’Fbr Chris- 
sakes, you are earning so 
much money and you are 
strolling around’. They can’t 
pass a ball, can’t tackle and get 
sent off on a regular basis. It’s 
money for old rope.” 

Sir Elton also said he was 
“very uncomfortable with tele- 
vision’s hold on the game” and 


regarded the Manchester Unit- 
ed~Sky TV deal as “extremely 
unhealthy”. He. saidi/llt’s t all 
very well for the fat cate on the 
board who are going to fine 
their pockets, but why would 
United supporters want Ru- 
pert Murdoch to run "their 
team?” 

It was a bravura perfor- 
mance of the sort that, often 
leads to a disrepute charge. Sir 
Elton had a word about thatas 
well 

“This ‘bringing the game 
into disrepute’ for saying 
things - 1 always laugh about 
that People should be free to 
say what they like. And how 
much were they going to give 
to the Welsh FA? I thought the 
intention of setting up the Pre- 
mier League was to create the 
finest league in Europe but you 
see from the results in Europe 
it isn’t I don’t even think it is 
in the top three.” 


The OFT is bringing legal ac- V 
tion. against the Premier-J? 
League, BSkyB and tbeBBC^ 
bring amend to the collected . • 
bargaining for television des&te,. - : 
by top-flight dubs. Bf the OFF I J 
wins its case - whkfrigflljxKft ' .1 
&e Premier League £7.5ii irfan 
estimated £30m to&acqj^iaaB : 
parties -individud^ibswfllbe * 
able to negotiatie ^8»rown i 
deals with whidiever 7 %oadt i : 
casters offer the mostmoney;,^'. 
The dubs currently do deafajr 
and split revenues coflective^L 
Mike Lee, a Leag^*. 
spokesman, said if dubs we$e£ ' 
forced to make separate tefc|> 
vision deals it could “fatally 
dermine” the competitive 
nature of the Premiership lci$&. 
creating an unbridgeable gflprh.. 
between rich and poor. Fixtures 
chaos, the establishment: olv 
mid-cartels among dubsledbfc .& 


of investment in the rest bf&e -U^ 
game could also follow, he said . 

The OFT insists it is acting;!..' 
to defend the rights of con-“' 
sumers, arguing that the prer - 
mier League artifidalty inflates/. 
the cost of football and restricte d 
fans’ access to watching tive v *> 
games on television. ; M-fV- ■ 

Lee said his greatest fear is ^; 
that the country’s richest dd»^ ; . 
would set up their own-teteyt V 
sion stations, offer- .home . 
games to viewers on payper-.^, 
view and forever end fheprin-K-. 
dpleat the heart ofthel^ash^ 
league system - that smafler : ' 
dubs can aspire to the top of:-;/' 
the game. . 

Of the prospect of a break—;*' 
away group going it alone ifttiev 
case went against than, ihe. 
League admitted: “We.cairt i . 
rule it out” . - £ X 

Some of the country's ., 
biggest dubs are in a no-tosest- . ' 
ration, guaranteed healthy telft 
vision incomes if the Lea&£: 
wins and even bealtbieria- 
cwnesifthe OFT wins. Lee said, 
however, that all 20 dubs sup- 
port the League's position. 

An OFT spokeswoman 
played down fears of football 
being thrown into crisis should 
the League lose the case. “Dire 
warnings about the conse- 
quences of breaking up a car- 
tel are not new,” she said. 



Dalglish group undeterred 


then it was too late to revive his 
career. He has spent the in- 
tervening three years caught 
up in appeals to Belgium’s 
courts. 

Despite his own problems, 
Bosnian's case has benefited 
players across Europe. Players 
reaching the end of their con- 
tracts can now move freely be- 
tween dubs within the 
European Union without any 
transfer fees bdngpaid, while re- 
strictions on the number of EU 
players have also been lifted. 


THE CONSORTIUM seeking con- 
trol of Celtic has withdrawn its 
takeover bid, while making it 
dear that it has not given up the 
fight 

The group, led tty the former 
Celtic player Kenny Dalglish, the 
Simple Minds singer Jim Kerr 
and the businessman Jim 
McAvoy, said that without being 
granted a meeting by the dub’s 
managing director Fergus Mc- 
Cann, who holds a 50.3 per cent 
majority, they are powerless. 

Graeme Jack, speaking for 
the consortium, said: “It’s a dif- 
ficulty for us to prepare revised 
proposals in line with the ma- 
jority shareholder if we are being 
denied discussions with him.” 

Fife yesterday played down 
fears that Britain are set to lose 
their automatic vice-president’s 
position on the executive com- 
mittee of world football’s gov- 
erning body in the wake of the 


cash -for- votes scandal 
A Fife spokesman said; “Ex- 
perience shows that it’s not that 
easy to change the statutes. The 
agenda at the Fife Congress 
(which takes place next Juty] is 
always fairly Bruited. Vbu need HE 
votes to get a motion thro ugh * 
Raul Aicock says he could 
take legal action against Paolo 
Di Canio for the push that 
earned the I talian an 11-match 
ban. The referee has been un- 
dergoing physiotherapy to com- 
bat the injuries he sustained. 

“Since the incident 1 have had 
continuous pins and needles 
down nty left leg.” Aicock said. 
“I was unable to sleep without 
painkillers and it has been hard 

for me and my family " 

Liverpool are being linked 
with a move for the MQan goal- 
keeper, Jens Lehmann. The An- 
field manager Gerard HouHier 
is keen to recruit a new No land 


Milan officials claim he ha! 9 
made an inquiry for the out-of- 
favour German. Milan are look- 
ing for around £3m. 

Southampton have pulled out 
of a double bid for the South 
American strikers Vfaidir Perez 
and Adolfo Valencia. The Saints' 
manager David Jones, has can- 
celled the £25m deal for Perez 
as the Peruvian, who plays for 
Alianza lima, while Valencia, a 
Colombian, has been s ent back 
after one training session.. 

Peter Johnson is negotiating 
to sell his interest in TTanmere 
while waiting for a bid for a 
tranche of his Everton shares- 
Johnson, who quit as Everto® 
chairman last month, has until 
31 December to dispose ofhis 
s takes in either club. Everton’s 
VR^chairman, Bill Keowright, is 


ACROSS 

l Fixed angle of skate, 

S issibty (81 

ne does not touch the 
waist in this dance (6) 

9 Kind clever to swallow 
isinglass? (8) 

10 Change into suit (6) 

11 Tour of places of local 
interest (3-5) 

12 Importance of accent (6) 
u Importunes wantonly, 
carrying on (10) 

18 Entertainers bug daugh- 
ter’s replies, we near ts- 
7) 

22 High-ranking sailor in 
hold (6) 

23 Gay inept sort who yet 
became a mummy? (8) 
24 Doctor uses recipe for a 
light dessert (6) 

25 They keep track of 


lizards (8) 

26 O'Neill adaptation of 
some black art-form (6) 

27 Two donkeys passing 
the post? One should 
make a killing (8) 

DOWN 

1 Little fellow with paper 
round is frozen (6) 

2 Having a bow in this po- 
sitioning of arms? (6) 

3 Naturalaptitudes in 
noisy hide-outs (6i 

4 One, with Canadian 
banks, setting up law 
centres (2,8) 

6 Surpasses, with public 
work soon to start (8) 

7 Private ice-store melt- 
ing? <8) 

8 Is worker getting hon- 
our first, bending the 


knee? (8) 

13 USA route? Go in a de- 
tour; over the top (10) 

15 Might one fall for a film- 
director? (8) 

16 Papal trip call for 
cheers? (8) 

17 Musical stir in California 
( 8 ) 

19 Some adopt images that 
are the very best (6) 

20 Climbing-aids advanced 
in mines (6) 


to buy 295 per cert of Johnson’s 
68 per cent Everton h olding - 


Gooch and Graveney blast ‘abject’ England performance 


ment (6) 


David graveney; the chair- 
man of the En glan d selectors, 
said his team’s performance in 
losing to an Australian XI in Ho- 
bart yesterday was “unaccept- 
able”. Graveney was speaking 
after England had lost by nine 
wickets as their opponents 
scored 376 for the loss of only 
one wicket on the final day Greg 
Blewett, who cannot get into the 
Australia Test team, scored 
213 not out, following his un- 
beaten 169 in the first innings. 

In Hobart, Graham Gooch, 
the tour manager, spoke of 


CRICKET 


By Paved Clough 

England's “abject" effort in the 
match, while Graveney, speak- 
ing from his home in Bristol 
was even more critical. 

Tt would have been a bard 
job to defend any sort of total 
on what was obviously a very 


good wicket in a match domi- 
nated by batsmen,” Graveney 
said “But the way it has gone 
is unacceptable. It appears to 
me it was a case of them giving 
up. Some of the batsmen have 
had some time at the wicket, al- 
though the quality of the bowl- 
ing they were facing was 
questionable. Our bowlers, 
though, have had a very bad ex- 


perience and did not do enough 
to help themselves." 

Pitches back home, mean- 
while, remain a concern for 
both David Lloyd, the England 
coach, and Graveney. who be- 
lieve the new structure of Eng- 
lish cricket will bear the 
dividends it deserves only if 
county dubs make a commit- 
ment to provide fast, true 
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pitches that wear for spinners 
m four days, thereby resem- 
bling more closely the sur- 
faces on which most Test 
matches are played. 

“There is a limit to the num- 
ber of times you ram say at- 
mospheric conditions have 
been the reason for curtafled 
games," Graveney said of last 
summec “Vfe had above-aver- 
age rainfall But the wickrff 
have been too damp, have 
favoured seam too much and 
have strangled slow bowling.” 

Derek Pringle, page 16 
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Ben Bradlee was editor of The Washington Post in the 1970s when it broke the 
Watergate scandal. But, for him, last week’s eve nts - resignations, a small war 
and Clinton’s impeachment - surpassed even the turmoil of Nixon’s final days 








AND SO IT HAS COME TO THIS... Because a flirta- 
tious 22-vear- old intern decided not to have the stains 
from a sexual encounter with the President removed 
from her dress, William Jefferson Clinton is im- 
peached. 

...Because America's leading pomographer 
threatened to out the next Speaker of the House as 
a multiple philanderer; Robert Livingston throws 
in the towel announces he's through with politics, 
and beads back to civilian life. 

...Because the same pomographer lets it be 
known to a favoured few that he has the goods on 
— "pother Congressmen, including at least one who 
nafexpressed an interest in running for president 
other top politicians will soon bite the dust 

.. .Because the secret files of the Starr investig- 
ation, not included in the Independent Counsel's pub- 
lic report but available to members of the House 
Judiciary Committee, contain more smarmy details 
about the President’s private life, no one can say 
for sure how this mess will end, much less when. 
After perhaps the most extraordinary week in Amer- 
ican political history - impeachment, resignations 
and a small war - the experts still recite their 
mantra: “This isn't about sex." 

Well, you could have fooled me. 

ANYONE WHO CLAIMS to predict tomorrow's head- 
lines is crazy. During the impeachment hearings. 
Democrats were almost as critical of President Clin- 
ton as were Republicans. In an effort to persuade 
colleagues that censure was a viable alternative 
to removal from office, one Democrat after another 


rose to document presidential sins: philandering, 
perjury, and obstruction of justice. Then, after Clin- 
ton was actually impeached, they piled into buses 
and drove down Pennsylvania Avenue to the White 
House. In front of the television cameras they jostled 
each other for the chance to show their support for 
the man they had just branded a philanderer, a per- 
jurer and an obstructer of justice. 

All this, mind you, when the latest Washington 
Post-ABC News poll f taken on Saturday and Sun- 
day; shows that more than two out of every three 
Americans feel the President should not be removed 
from office, and 79 per cent of them think that too 
much attention is being paid to the extramarital 
affairs of elected officials. 

This morning, in Washington, almost no one be- 
lieves that the Senate will really convict the Pres- 
ident and remove him from office. Instead there is 
increasing talk of censuring the President, after his 
trial has begun but before a verdict has been ren- 
dered. (As if impeachment itself somehow is not 
sufficient censure.) 

Opponents of censure point out that a new Con- 
gress, with a Democratic majority, can simply re- 
peal any vote of censure taken now. They go on to 
worry about setting a bad precedent Could Franklin 
D Roosevelt have been censured for breaking bis 
promise not to lead America into war? Could 
Harry Human, with a popularity rating less than 
half of Clinton’s, have been impeached for firing 
General Douglas MacArthur? 

Since I left the editor's chair at The Washington 
Post, I have become much more patient We will 


know the answers to all questions sooner rather than 
later. What interests me now is how we got into this 
mess in the first place. Would President Bob Dole 
find himself in anything like this predicament? No 
way. surely. Didn’t popular wisdom have it that good 
people were no longer seeking public office because 
of the salacious curiosity of the press? Starr and his 
investigators have surely taken care of that one. 

One of the reasons we are in such a mess, I be- 
lieve, is that society has become increasingly, and 
almost casually, accepting of lying during the last 
couple of generations. The cost of lying has de- 
creased. The punishment no longer fits the crime, 
if it ever did. As we have heard endlessly in the last 
few months, perjury convictions have become hard 
to secure. (It depends on what the meaning of “is" 
is.) The risk of getting nailed for a lie seems to have 
diminished. The highest public figures, the most re- 
spected figures in private industry, routinely lie. It 
is more genteel to say that they routinely tell less 
than the truth. That avoids the unpleasant feds and 
it makes everyone feel better. 

In Washington, spin doctors have been elevated 
to professional status, and spinning has become an 
art form. But the difference between spinning and 
lying is in the eyes of the beholder. Whenever the 
acceptability of lying increased to a point where it 
became a fundamental change in American ethics, 
certainly this change was a fact of life by the time 
of the Vietnam war. 

Successive administrations, beginning with 
LBJ's. grievously damaged the virtue of truth in 
trying to justify the American presence there. 


A few months after he became president, John- 
son sent his Defense Secretary to Vietnam for a 
report on what was really going on. McNamara 
spoke to the generals and the GIs. to Americans and 
South Vietnamese, civilian and military In two press 
conferences between Saigon and Washington, he told 
the world that he was much encouraged. There 
finally was reason for optimism. 

But McNamara told President Johnson some- 
thing quite different. Exactly the opposite, in fad. 
The war in South Vietnam was going to heil in a 
handbasket General Westmoreland was going to 
ask for 200.000 more American troops, and McNa- 
mara was going to support his request. We didn't 
learn this vital truth until the Pentagon papers were 
published 27 years Inter, and only then because two 
American newspapers fought ail the way to the 
Supreme Court for their release. 

Did that lie change history? At that moment only 
8,000 Americans had lost their lives in Vie tnam Be- 
fore the truce seven years later, more than 50,000 
Americans had lost their lives, plus countless hun- 
dreds of thousands of Vietnamese. The Nixon lies 
during Watergate produced the greatest crisis in 
the history of American government until now. More 
than 30 of Nixon’s closest associates were convict- 
ed and jailed, including the country's chief law en- 
forcement officer, .Attorney- General John Mitchell. 

The lies about the Iran-Contra and arms-for- 
hostages affairs scarred the Reagan and Bush 
presidencies. But only Nixon paid any real price 
for lying. And by resigning before he was impeached 
and convicted, he “earned" a pardon from his 


successor. He was able to claim for the rest of his 
life - with some success - that he had been hound- 
ed out of the White House by his political enemies, 
who had confused the public into thinking that dirty 
tricks during a campaign added up to impeachable 
violations of the Constitution. 

And then we elected William Jefferson Clinton, 
the most attractive, the most intelligent the most 
charismatic, the most experienced American polit- 
ician since Jack Kennedy at least But we knew that 
he and the truth were often on different pages. We 
knew he hadn't been called “Slick Willie" for noth- 
ing. Before we elected him we knew about his sex- 
ual proclivities. One member of his Arkansas 
gubernatorial staff was put in charge of coping with 
"bimbo eruptions". We knew be had had at least a 
chequered military career First he said he had never 
been drafted. Then he said that he had been draft- 
ed. First he said he had never bad sex with (Jen- 
nifer Flowers. TTien he remembered that he had had 
sex with her. Once. He finally bad to admit he had 
smoked marijuana. But he hadn’t inhaled. 

All this, before he was elected President 

And then came Paula Jones's claim that Clinton 
had sexually harassed her. The President denied 
everything, a denial for which he was eventually im- 
peached And then he agreed to pay Ms Jones 
$850,000 to make her and her claim go away 

And finally, full circle, came the “Valley Girl” Mon- 
ica Lewinsly, not really a likely candidate to bring 
a president this dose to disgrace. Was it the sex, 
or was it the lying? 

Here’s one vote for lying 
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Mandeison’s loan 

Sir: The disclosure of Peter 
Mendelsotfs large loan to purchase 
a rather upmarket bouse illustrates 
how New Labour has become out of 
touch, shewing an attitude of 
pretentious grandeur compared 
with so many people who struggle 
from day to day to keep the roof of 
what itis often a rather small home 
over their beads. 

MPs, whether in government or 
opposition, are given a very good 
allowance to enable them to buy or 
rent more than adequate 
accommodation when in London 

away from their constituency 
homes. 

DAN DRAPER 
Cowes. Isle afWight 

Sin 1 would guess that the majority 
of people who voted for the Labour 
Party at the last election did not do 
so on the understanding that 
future ministers would choose to 
“isolate"' themselves from some of 
the workings of their departments, 
as Peter Man de Ison has from DTI 
decisions affecting Geoffrey 
Robinson, rather than accept the 
full responsibility which the job 
entails. 

Could Mr Mandelson please 
share with us any other areas of 
his ministerial duties for which he 
has similar ly abrogated 
responsibility. 

HARRY ROBERTSON 
London N13 

German invasion 

Sir; I am very surprised at Ken 
Livingstone’s claim that Oskar 
Lafontaine has made no proposal 
for tax “harmonisation" in the EU 
(“Charm is not enough - now Blair 
must take on Murdoch". 17 
December). I believe he has quite 
dearly expressed these 
sentiments and Gerhard Schroder 
has stated that it is also German 
government policy. 

Mr Livingstone also lauded the 
creation of a European currency 
bloc large enough to resist the 
attacks of speculators which have 
in the past sabotaged the plans of 
Labour governments. How much 
policy latitude does Mr 
Livingstone imagine future 
Labour governments would have 
when monetary policy, fiscal policy, 
employment policy, and social 
policy are determined by the EU? 

A “government" in such 
circumstances would not be a real 
government at all and would have 
□o chance of carrying through 
policies, whether of the right or 
left old Labour or new Labour, 
against the power of the real 
government in Brussels, 

Frankfurt and Berlin. 

Lastly, when Mr Livingstone 
predicts a flood of jobs from Britain 
if we do not join EMU I must ask 
why it is that overseas investments 
in the UK rose by 38 per cent in 
1997. Does this suggest that the 
UK is becoming unattractive as a 
place for investment because of its 
decision not so far; to enter EMU? 

1 think not 

PETERGARDNER 

Oxford 

Sin The future is with multi- 
lingual, multi-racial and multi- 
cultural nation states such as 
China, Russia, India, North 
America and Europe. Our future is 
obviously within Europe, of which 
we are a part both geographically 
and historically; the sooner we 
realise this the better 

In fact in the next century we 
shall no doubt see similar 
movements developing involving 
South America, Africa, Malaysia 
and the other Malay-speaking 
countries, the whole of Australasia, 
Polynesia and Japan and nearby 
small states and islands. 

We cannot turn aside from these 
inevitable historical movements, 
and must negotiate with our 
European partners in amicable 
terms to harmonise taxation, 
financial and social matters. We 
must not be bloody-minded about 
this. 

We should adopt the euro as soon 
as possible, not confuse the issue by 
treating the pound as if it were 
sacred. The wily purpose in having 
its so-called independence is so that 
we can adjust its value whenever 
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Dressing the cathedral No 3: Dorothy Mathews, a volunteer worker, preparing a mannequin for Ely Cathedral's Nativity scene 


Brian Harris 


industrial inefficiency causes our 
man ufectnrmg costs to rise too 
high: useful in the shortterm only, 
disastrous in the long run. 

Our Eurosceptics talk like a lot 
of country bumpkins who think 
that their tiny village boundaries 
circumscribe the world. 

JW HOLMES 
Hornchurch, Essex 

Star of Bethlehem 

Sin Johann Kepler observed on 17 
December 1603 a striking 
conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter 
in the constellation of Pisces and 
calculated that a similar 
conjunction must have occurred in 
7BC (Saturday Essay, 19 
December). 

He speculated that this might 
have been the true year of Jesus' 
birth, it generally being agreed that 
the original dating of thenativityto 
the year designated 1AD by the 6th 
century abbot Dionysius Exiguus 
derived from a miscalculation. 
Kepler found support for his theory 
in a Jewish rabbinical reference to 
a Messiah ( Christos ) appearing, 
when Saturn and Jupiter would be 
in conjunction in the constellation 
of Pisces. 

Jesus was born during the reign 
of Herod the Great . As Herod died 
in 4 BC, Jesus would have been 
bom before that “Then Herod 
.. .slew all the children ... from two 
years old and under; according to 
the time which he had diligently 
inquired of the wise men ... " 
(Matthew 2:1 6). Therefore the 
birth would have been at least two 
years earlier say 7-6 BC. 

The Magi, being fully aware of 
the consequences of a rival to the 
Herod dynasty, deliberately 
deceived Herod, not only about the 
place where Jesus was born, but 
also about the date. The Magians 
referred to a Samaritan calender 
which made 7BC the birth year of 
the Christ, but Herod understood 
this to be 5 BC. So he waited for 
two years and when he discovered 
his mistake looked for children 
who were two years old. 

A celestial phenomenon 
coinciding with the birth of a king 


would be too good an opportunity 
for Matthew to miss out of his 
GospeL 

December 25 is the birthday of 
Mithras (Sol Invictus), god of the 
Roman religion jockeying for 
position with Christianity before 
the 1 st Council of Nicaea. This 
was convened in 325 by the 
Emperor Constantine, ostensibly 
to solve the problem created in 
the Eastern Church by the 
“heresy” of Arius of Alexandria, 
which held that Jesus the Christ 
was not divine but a created 
being. 

first and foremost, howevet; 
Constantine needed the council to 
create a pre-eminent position of 
his imperial self. He needed his 
imperium to resemble the order of 
heaven, with himself echoing the 
role of Sol Inrictus at the top. 

By forcing the attending 
bishops to formulate a belief 
structure to which “everybody” 
would agree cor else!) , the council 
tacitly validated the emperor's 
earthly rule, in return for the 
imperial acceptance of the bishops 
and their faith. 

December 25 was a convenient 
date to transfer worship from 
Mithras to the Christ without fuss. 
PR HEMS 

Cockfosters, Hertfordshire 


Unkind cut 

Sir I read in your newspaper a 
report by a father about his eight- 
day-old son, who bad part of bis 
penis cut off by a man with no 
medical training (“My son at the 
cutting edge", 17 December). 

The procedure was not carried 
out as part of any medical 
treatment No anaesthetic was 
given. Alcohol was administered to 
the baby after the procedure, 
supposedly a “primitive 
anaesthetic”. I never heard of an 
anaesthetic being used aftera 
painful procedure, and In any case 
alcohol is nota suitable 
anaesthetic in infants. After the 
cutting the man sucked the 
infant's bleeding penis. 

The man lied to the parents 
before the assault by reassuring 
them that the baby would come 
through it without any upset In 
fact even the father (who endorsed 
this mutilation) reports that the 
baby was miserable for “a day or 
two”. 

It is not surprising that the 
mother dreaded the procedure and 
bad to get drunk in order to face 
the ordeal She at least understood 
that her baby was being subjected 
to a dangerous, unnecessary and 
painful mutilation, that would 


permanently rob him of a body 
part without his consent 

Babies in this country are being 
subjected to this treatment every 
week. Where is the NSPCC? 
Where is the law of England? Is 
there no protection for these 
speechless infants? Surely this is 
child abuse. 

JOHN WARREN 
Considtantphysician 
Harlow , 

Essex 

Sir: So Jack Shamash circumcised 
his son knowing the risks and 
arguments against it because, as 
he says, “I don’t really want my son 
to look different from me.” So now 
we can amputate healthy tissue 
from our infants for aesthetic 
reasons. Where will this end? Is 
there any other part of a child that 
parents can remove because it 
doesn’t conform to their sense of 
what looks nice? 

Infants are born with foreskins 
because it is an integral part of the 
anatomy, not an optional extra. 
Parents may at the moment have 
the legal right to subject their sons 
to surgery without anaesthetic, but 
do they have the moral right? 

As baby Nathan grows I hope 
his parents keep a copy of The 
Independent. Then he will truly 


Sir: The Archbishop ofYork 
has drawn our attention to the 
humble surroundings of the 
manger where Christ was born 
compared with the bombastic 
“self-glorification” of man 
represented by the Dome 
(“Archbishop attacks Dome". 

21 December). I wonder if he 
will ever present this view from 
a cathedral. 

FABIAN ACKER 
London SE22 

Sin The National Lottery 
Charities Board has 
announced that “since it 
awarded its first gran tin 1995 
nearly 11,000 jobs have been 
created as a result of Charities 
Board awards". Many of these 


In Brief 


jobs were on two or three-year 
grants. That means they are 
now going to disappear. NLCB 
funding, despite any good 
intentions of its own, has acted 
as a substitute for public 
funding. The latter is not going 
to pick up the tab now. Will 
next Christinas' NLCB 
message tell us all the jobs lost 
as a result of good causes 
which have been discontinued? 
JOHN NICHOLSON 
George House Trust, 
Manchester 

Sin One way of helping to 
reduce the number of teenage 


pregnancies is to stop por- 
traying the girls as sympa- 
thetic and even glamorous, as 
In the picture accompanying 
Yasmin Alibhai-Brown’s article 
<“A new generation of 
mothers", 17 December). 

Stop presenting teenage 
mothers - and fathers - as 
tragic victims of a consumer 
society or failing education 
system. 

Give then the dignity of 
holding them responsible for 
their actions, and show them 
as the irresponsible and selfish 
children that most of them are. 
That might deter others. 
FRANK STARTUP 
Fnmham, 

Surrey 


know that his parents did not 
traumatise and mutilate him in 
ignorance, but were completely 
aware of the risks and damage 
theywere subjecting him to. 
SEAN BARTLETT 
London SES 

Bail conditions 

Sin Ybu report onDrMandeep 
Dhami’s address to the British 
Psychological Society under the 
headline “JPs inconsistent on bail 
decisions” (17 December). I was 
one of the magistrates who 
participated in Dr Dhami’s surrey. 
I do not consider Dr Dhami’s 
conclusions fain for the following 
reasons. 

Lay magistrates sit in threes 
and not as individuals; decisions 
are therefore based on a 
consensus of views after all the 
circumstances have been heard, 
before it is decided whether or not 
to grant bail 

There are clean strict 
guidelines on the granting or 
refusal of bail particularly when 
bail is refused Also, when 
conditional bail is granted, 
conditions are only imposed to 
ensure that the defendant appears 
in court and that nothing is said or 
done to interfere with potential 
witnesses or the victim. Each case 
is judged on its individual merits, 
considering the nature and 
seriousness of the offence, the 
possible way it will be dealt with 
and the views of the Crown 
Prosecution Service, the police 
and the defendant or his solicitor 

Dr Dhami’s opinion on 
consistency does not reflect what 
we actually do when we sit as a 
tribunal Surveys such as this may 
get Dr Dhami an audience at the 
Psychological Society's 
conference, but will not secure co- 
operation from people such as 
myself in the future. Before 
commencing any study, DrDbami 
should observe the subjects or 
institutions in action; hopefully a 
more objective result would 
emerge. 

DAVID WILDING JP 
Bridge, Kent 


Rid Iraq of Saddam 

Sir. I have read with great interest 
tiie reports that the British 
Government is in contact with the 
Iraqi opposition groups and 
particularly of the Minister of State 
at the Foreign Office Derek 
Eatchetfs meeting with their 
representatives earlier this month. 

I was not invited to that or any 
other meeting although I am one of 
the longest serving 
representatives of exiles in 
opposition and now chai rman of 
the Free Iraqi Council, the most 
widely representative group of 
such exiles in opposition to 
Saddam Hussein. 

Those invited were mainly the 
same individuals they met with on 
a number of occasions over the 
past seven years with, obviously no 
visible results. 

Nor have I yet received 
acknowledgement of a letter which 
I addressed to toe Prime Minister; 

Mr Blair, on 20 November about the 
situation in Iraq suggesting action 
which he might consider in support 
of my fellow countrymen who are 
the only ones in a position to topple 
Saddam Hussein, that is living in 
Iraq, not in the security of exile. 

Military containment of Iraq is 
within American and British 
capability at any time; the 
proposed continuation of the 
isolation of Iraq and its President 
can onty strengthen toe fatten A ' 
firmer platform might be created 
for those who might bring about a 
change if Britain and the United 
States now show as much 
determination to organise toe 
distribution by toe United Nations 
of humanitarian aid in Iraq as they 
have done in recent military action. 
SAAD SALEH JABR 
President 

The Free Iraqi Council 
London W8 


Top of the class 

Sir. In his attempt to help British 
commerce become toe most 
competitive in toe world, Peter 
Mandelson seems to have 
overlooked a sector which already 
is one of the best in toe world: 
higher education (“Mandelson yj 
gives £150m boost to 
entrepreneurs", 17 December). 

While thousands ofBritansflyto 
New York to take advantage of 
competitive shop prices, tens of 
thousands of students from 
America (and almost every other 
country m toe world) come here for 
what is still one of the best 
educations the world can offer at 
(for Americans at least) very 
reasonable prices. 

The French are aware of toe 
benefits of this. The government 
there has recently announced a 
plan to take over our place as 
second most popular country for 
study, after America. As well as toe 
skills and money these students 
bring, education, as toe French 
Fbreign Minister said, is “an 
instrument ofpower”, giving 
students an understanding of and 
liking for toe culture and working 
methods of their country of study. 

Yet Britain is uniquely well 
placed to dominate this market * 
nowhere else can offer a world f / 
language and easy access for both 
EU and Commonwealth citizens. 
While toe attempt to make the 
whole economy of world-class 
competitiveness is clearly 
welcome, why do we not mafrp 
more of world-class services we 
alr eady have ? 

MATTHEW WRIGHT 
Merton College. 

Oxford 


Plinth plans 

Sir: Bearing in mind that St Martin, 
has a string of miracles to his ^ 
name, I dare say you will receive an 
irate letter from Dr Dawkins at the 
Rev Hayes’ suggestion that a 
statue of him be raised on toe 
vacant plinth in Trafalgar Square 
(letter, 21 December). 

May I therefore suggest 
Martin's successor to the Bishopric 
of Tours, St Bririus, who told 
Martin face to face that much of 
what he said was sheer lunacy; 
DAVID WALLACE 
Hove, 

Sussex 


Case of the fat food critic and his handsome impostor 


h 


A MOST curious case is going on in 
toe High Court at toe moment, in 
which a famous restaurant critic is 
suing a man who, he claims, is 
masquerading as him. The reason 
for this is that... well, perhaps an 
extract from yesterday’s proceed- 
ings would be enlightening: 

Counsel: Your name is..? 
Plaintiff: Justin Curieigh. 
Counsel: Is that vour real name? 
Plaintiff: Of course not. 

Counsel: Then why did you give it? 
Plaintiff: It is toe name by which 
I am known. As Justin Curieigh, 1 
have become one of the most 
feared and respected restaurant 
critics in the land. My word alone 
could bring a restaurant giddy 
success beyond its wildest dreams. 
Counsel: Or, no doubt, empty it? 
Plaintiff: Not necessarily. I have 


given restaurants such bad reviews 
that you would think the proprietors 
would go out and commit suicide, 
but they have had no effect at all 
Counsel: Could you name one of 
these insensitive restaurants? 
Plaintiff: McDonald's. 

Judge: Just a moment, just a - 
moment Excuse me for butting in, 
but I had no idea that McDonald's 
was a restaurant. I thought it was 
a burger joint 

Plaintiff*. It is, my Lord, but they 
insist on calling themselves restau- 
rants, as if real creative cooking 
took place on toe premises. It is for 
that reason that all restaurant 
critics from time to time, almost as 
a joke, go and review their local Mc- 
Donald’s. They always loathe the 
experience. They always say so in 
print. It never has any effect on 
McDonald's business. 


Judge: I see. Carry on. 

Counsel: Now, Mr Curieigh, you 
write a regular column for several 
top papers and glossy magazines. 
Plaintiff: l do. 

Counsel: At the top ofyour column 
there is a photograph. 

Plaintiff: There is. 

Counsel: But it is not of you. 
Plaintiff. No, it is not 
Counsel: Is it not extraordinary 
that your column should bear 
someone rise's picture? 

Plaintiff: Not at all 
Counsel: What is the point? 
Plaintiff: To allow me to eat my 
meals in peace. 

Counsel: Explain. 

Plaintiff: Willingly. One of the 
hazards of being a top restaurant 
critic - and also author of Justin 
Curleigh's Top 100 Restattrants in 
Britain, of which I have some 
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7 would not be surprised 
if Craig Brown went out 
to eat wearing a false 
moustache sometimes 1 


signed copies in court with me... 
Counsel: That is neither here nor 
there. 


Judge: On the contrary. Td tike one. 
Plaintiff. That's very kind of you, 
my Lord. Do you want it signal to 
anyone special? 

J udge: Yes. Just put “To one of toe 
kindest judges a man could ever 
hope to meet ...” 

Plaintiff: No problem. 

Counsel: To return to the case in 
hand, why do you have a photo of 
a stranger above your column? 
Plaintiff: It is one of the hazards 
of being a top restaurant critic that 
one is easily recognised and given 
preferential treatment It must be 
very hard, for instance, being Craig 
Brown, whose picture heads his coL 
umn and whose noble domed head 
is instantly recognisable. I would 
not be surprised if he sometimes 
went out to eat in a false moustache 
- though, of course, a false mous- 
tache is always tricky if you are 


eating a posh meal and you are not 
used to it... 

Counsel: Perhaps a hat, then? 
Plaintiff: Perhaps. 

Counsel: Or a wig? 

Plaintiff Be that as it may, I wish 
to avoid that sort of awkwardness. 
And that is why my employers and 
I have agreed that my column 
should be headed by the face of 
another. 

Counsel: In fact the person in the 
photo is very different from you 
Plaintiff. That is the whole idea 
Counsel: He is young and quite 
good-looking... 

Plaintiff. Yes... 

Counsel: Whereas you. 

Plaintiff Watch your words, young 

Counsel: Then how would you 
describe yourself? 

Plaintiff Middle-aged and portly. 


Counsel: I think we ran 
On that So where is toe 
Mr Curieigh? 

Plaintiff The problem ii 
young man in the photog 
started posing as me! 
started booking in at to] 
rants and eating very e 
meals, using my name! 
Counsel: That is certai 
difficult. And what is to 
man’s name? 

Plaintiff Justin Curieigl 
Counsel He has the sai 
as you? What a coincider 
Plaintiff. Not atall. He chs 

name to Justin Curidgfa by 
Counsel: Just to get free 
Plaintiff So it would see 
Counsel: Extraordinary. 

More of this extmordiru 
wnonoio... 
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Mr Mandelson’s 
most extraordinary 
lapse of judgement 

PETER MANDELSON is not guilty of corruption; nor has 
he broken any law. But his loan from the Paymaster 
General, Geoffrey Robinson, does represent an extra- 
ordinary lapse of judgement. 

Mr Mandelson is correct in asserting that there has been 
no direct conflict of interest between his debts and his job 
as Ihade Secretary. He deliberately declined to be involved 
in investigating Mr Robinson's business d ealing s. 

But that is not the end of the matter. In outlining the 
rules for MPs, Sir Gordon Downey made it clear that any 
benefits “which might reasonably be thought by others to 
influence his or her actions" must be declared. Ministers 
must not only be pure, but be seen to be. Company direc- 
tors often take out loans from their companies at base rates 
of interest But those in public life are necessarily subject 
to more rigorous scrutiny than private citizens, as Tony 
Blair made clear when he became Prime Minister. 

Mr Mandeison's presentation skills seem to have 
deserted him. How has the spin doctor par excellence 
allowed himself to become ensnared in this way? Why did 
he not declare the loan at the time? It would have been a 
matter of comment, but not of scandal. Mr Mandelson is 
a member of a government committed to transparency and 
freedom of information; a government that came in on a 
tide of disgust at Tory “sleaze". He should have realised 
how this would look if made public. 

His numerous enemies wilt seize on this with glee. His 
persona] style, and his crusade to root out socialism in the 
Labour Party, have long made him a hate figure for the 
left, but there has been nothing concrete for them to attack. 
Now they will have all the ammunition they need. There 
are influential Labour figures not on the left, including some 
ministers, with more personal reasons to dislike Mr Man- 
delson; any of these could have released the information 
now doing him such harm. 

He does seem to realise his mistake. He has admitted 
that it would have been better if he had revealed the loan, 
and has asked for the matter to be referred to the Com- 
missioner for Standards in Public Life. 

Mr Mandelson should have told his Permanent Secre- 
tary why he was declining to get involved in tbe investi- 
gation into Mr Robinson. He should have told tbe Prime 
Minister earlier than last Thursday. It was foolish not to. 
But if subsequent investigations show him to have done 
nothing else wrong, these are not resigning matters. 

Mr Robinson seems to be getting off more lightly- But 
he has been even more lax than Mr Mandelson, for his rep- 
utation was already ™ the mire. Given his recent admis- 
sion that he foiled to announce a series of business 
interests, this highlights Mr Blair's mistake in not getting 
rid of his Paymaster General This suggests that the 
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Prime Minister is not as strong as he wishes to appear. 
He will be damaged by that impression, just as much as 
by bis association with Mr Mandelson, for Mr Robinson 
is a malign influence at the heart of the Government He 
seems to dispense favours even more frequently than he 
foils to abide by parliamentary regulations. 

For the future, tbe Government needs to consider bet- 
ter ways of handling these scandals. Mr Blair had to decide 
personally how to handle this lapse; his close friendship 
with his former spin doctor must throw that responsibil- 
ity into doubt No one believes that he would be swayed 
from punishing wrong-doing by personal loyalty; but the 
suggestion is there. 

The proposal to appoint a separate and independent 
‘‘sleaze-buster’’ for ministers, taking such decisions out of 
the bands of cabinet colleagues, should be resurrected 
That is the only way to lift that suspicion from the Gov- 
ernment If that were to be achieved Mr Mandelson’s mis- 
judgement would have done us all a favour. 
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Israel needs a leader 
with a sense of history 

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU’S foil from power in Israel is 
hardly a surprise. Fbr two-and-a-half years he has flirted 
with disaster, turning this way and that feinting towards 
peace when the eyes of the world were on him, and then 
throwing scraps to his hard-line supporters when he 
thought he could get away with it “Peace with security", 
he called it; but his premiership turned out to herald polit- 
ical stagnation and territorial insecurity. 

New elections will ensure an unwelcome few months 
more of instability and uncertainty in IsraeL Policy towards 
the Palestinians will be frozen until a new prime minister 
and cabinet are established in Ttel Aviv. 

At this stage, no one knows who will take power We shall 
have to hold our breath while we wait to see what emerges, 


but as long as Mr Netanyahu and his allies do not survive, 
the wait will be well worth it 

Netanyahu’s premiership has served only to divide 
Israelis. Now that nation needs a leader with a historic 
sense of mission, strong and confident enough to com- 
promise over the creation of a Palestinian state. Tbe 
assassination of Yitzhak Rabin has been felt ever more 
deeply as tbe Oslo peace accords have fallen apart A prime 
minister who can live up to the best in the Israeli tradition 
- a Ben-Gurion, or even a Begin - is desperately needed. 

Perhaps Ehud Barak, a tough soldier and forthright 
speaker; just as Rabin was, will be that man. Or the pop- 
ular Lieutenant-General Lipkin Shahak, who has yet to 
announce his candidature. A realignment of parties, with 
small centre groupings and dissident Likud elements 
uniting around a saner platform than Mr Netanyahu's, is 
a possibility. Onfy one thing is certain: the religious zealotry 
and self-defeating folly of this government should not be 
allowed to return through the division of its opponents. 


So who will end up paying for 
.Geoffrey Robinson’s low-cost loan? 


FOR. AN awful tat of Peter Manddson’s 
colleagues, Christmas has come early. 
Revelations of his embarrassment are 
a present for all the governing fam- 
ily. What a delight for the left, who 
loathe Mr Mandelson for his leading 
role in tbe party's reforms and un- 
guarded pleasure in driving them to 
fee margins of influence. What a fes- 
tive treat for the hyper-active sup- 
porters of Gordon Brown, who 
resented Mr Mandelson’s desertion of 
their swordsman for Tony Blair in the 
-Jeadership election and have been 
' -Skating their revenge cold and heart- 
ily ever since. 

Even the most on-message of New 
Labourites cannot forebear to smile 
at the spectacle of the man who de- 
mands the highest standards of every- 
one else being so thoroughly hoisted 
on his own self-made mishap. 

Knowing him a little, I can imagine 
that this last humiliation will be felt 
by Mr Mandelson most keenly. All his 
professional life, he has been driven 
to make the Labour Party electable. 
He has worked tirelessly and ruth- 
lessly to strip it of its setf-mutflating 
instincts.Yet, in a single lapse of 
judgement he has inflicted a wound 
to the Government’s reputation. You 
-j^annot reasonably expect voters 
'struggling with the Bank of Eng- 
land's interest rate YbAb to feel warm 
towards a senior minister who has 
avoided such vicissitudes through a 
privately negotiated base-rate loan. 

Had this happened to a Tory min- 
ister; Labour would, of course, have 
been unleashing allegations of sleaze 
with the abandon of a drunk letting off 
party poppers — and Mr Mandelson 


would have been co-ordinating the 
assault All the more extraordinary 
that a man of his political sophistic- 
ation should have been unaware of the 
possible consequences ofa large and 
undeclared loan from someone whose 
business past was, we mqy say, colour- 
ful and who, like Mr Mandelson, was 
bent on a government job. 

It must have been dear to both 
sides that they would be linked by the 
shared knowledge of the debt and that 
this would affect their dealings with 
one another Hidden links between 
ministers break the first rule of trans- 
parent government by creating a 
back-channel unknown to colleagues 
and the public. 

As Mr Mandelson now concedes, he 
should, at the very latest, have de- 
clared the existence of the loan when 
the DTI, where he had become a min- 
ister, started investigating Mr Robin- 
son’s affairs in September His failure 
to register the loan or. as far as the 
record goes, to share news of its ex- 
istence with the Prime Minister in- 
dicates that he felt badly about it all 
along - the surest sign that he was ill 
advised to make it 

Mr Robinson retorts that he was 
only seeking to help a “friend in 
need". Friends in need are one thing; 
friends in greed are quite another. A 
true finend would have said to Mr Man- 
delson, “You can’t afford a house in 
Notting Hill MPs’ salaries are open 
to public scrutiny and everyone is 
watching you. Le taut Westminster will 
speculate about where you got the 
money from. That house, which you 
intend to design along starkly mod- 
ernist lines to aid your repose and 
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Old Labour was mindlessly 
hostile to corporate Britain. 
Neiv Labour risks becoming 
mindlessly in hock to it 

reflect your general coolness, will 
not give you a moment's rest. Make 
do with the Islington flat for now." 

But the Paymaster General pos- 
sesses a dangerous, almost patho- 
logical generosity. His pleasantly 
dithering mann er hides a sharp in- 
stinct for power and patronage. like 
a Jot of catalysts of misfortune, he is 
a one-man Santa's Grotto: source of 
a free holiday home for Mr Blah; trips 
to the South trf France for his Treasury 
in-crowd and World Clip tickets for the 
young Brownites. 

It is quite hard to stop Geoffrey giv- 
ing you things when he has a mind to. 
Once, when I went to hmch at his hotel 
apartment, he greeted me. as is his 
way, with a profusion of extravagant 
compliments and then said, “But 
your hair's all messed up. I'D get tbe 
hairdresser here to come up and do 


it for you." It took half an hour’s stren- 
uous discussion of the Public Finance 
Initiative to distract him from un- 
leashing his minion on me. 

This ea ger, slightly importune man- 
ner draws people closer to him than 
they might come were they in pos- 
session of foil and sober judgement 
Mr Robinson is instinctively aware of 
the weaknesses and vanities of his col- 
leagues and their heart's desires. 
Through his largess, he spreads a little 
happiness and a lot of his own influ- 
ence in government Mr Mandelson 
is one of Mr Blair’s most trusted ad- 
visers. When it comes to deciding the 
future of Mr Robinson, whose con- 
tinuation as Paymaster General has 
been under review once already since 
information surfaced about his off- 
shore funds and dealings with the late 
Robert Maxwell, the Trade and 
Industry Secretary’s vote carries 
weight in No 10. 

Tto speak, as Mr Mandelson has 
done, of “insulating myself from Geof- 
frey Robinson’s affairs", in these con- 
ditions is meaningless. 

The real question is why the Sec- 
retary of State for 'frade and Indus- 
try felt he had to live in the splendour 
of a latter-day Trimalchio in the first 
place. Petronius’s satire on tbe 
Roman nouveau riches remains the 
best guide to the ruling elite's desire 
to express its power in extravagance. 

Fbr all his flaii; Peter Mandelson is 
an insecure man. He also senses 
keenly that Labour is an insecure 
party, still in awe of its own regained 
power: Old Peter wanted to emerge 
from the 1997 election into the bright 
dawn of government as New Peter. 


Blessed with personality, good looks 
and a rebarbative wit, he emerged 
from the dowdy chrysalis of the 
Labour Party to become the favourite 
of west London’s salons. This was not 
solely the product of vanity. New 
Labour's fondness for garbing itself 
in corporate splendour encouraged Mr 
Mandelson to believe that any inter- 
penetration of money and politics 
was for tbe good of the party. A sim- 
ilar delusion has blinded Mr Blair to 
the way that his uncritical embrace of 
business is slowly but steadily dam- 
aging its reputation for plain dealing 
Old Labour was mindlessly hostile 
to corporate Britain. New Labour 
risks becoming mindlessly in hock to 
it I am not in tee least hostile to busi- 
ness. But I am worried that men with 
deep pockets and shallow beliefs can 
gain undue access to and influence 
over government 

Mr Blair has been slow to see the 
implications ofa pattern of behaviour 
that began with tee acceptance of 
Bennie Ecclestone's donation and in- 
cludes tee appointment of first Lord 
Hollick and the Lord Sainsbuiy as ad- 
visers at DTI. Keeping Mr Robinson 
in a grace-and-favour job in the Trea- 
sury while his affairs are under in- 
vestigation by another department has 
proved to be sorely misjudged. 

New Labour cannot be both the 
People's Party and tee party of Mam- 
mon. Fbrging a corporate Britain pic 
was not one of the five pledges. Mr 
Mandelson’s deal with Geoffrey 
Robinson may turn out to be the 
most expensive low-interest loan ever 
negotiated. It win be repaid in mil by 
the Government in the year to come. 


THE WHOLE world condemned 
this aggression on Iraq which 
was carried out to fulfil politi- 
cal objectives and personal 
ends. Hundreds of Iraqi victims 
fell to satisfy Clinton’s needs. 
He killed many civilians and 
destroyed many educational 
economic and medical facilities. 
It is only part of tee evidence 
jjthe criminal policy pursued 
fcfthe only superpower in tee 
world, run under tbe so-called 
“new order”! 

Syria Times 


BOMBING IRAQ was a mis- 
take. lb do so with so little con- 
sultation with other countries 
was a disaster; to do so without 
fresh authorisation from UN- 

SCOM was even worse. Britain 
must recover its balance, and 
start to question what is being 
done. If Blair's government is 
so entranced by Clinton that it 
cannot ask tee US Adminis- 
tration dfrectfy teen the British 
opposition should start to ask 
questions of Blair 
Gulf Times, UAE 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
The world press reinews the legacy of the 
British and US air strikes against Iraq 


THE ARAB world needs to get 
its act together fay adopting a 
dear and coherent stance on 
tee Iraqi situation and on how 
to deal with it in the aftermath 
of last week’s bombardments of 


the country. The Lower House 
of Parliament in Jordan has 
taken due notice of the bold 
declarations of Moscow, Beijing 
and the Vatican on Iraq, and 
lamented, rightly so, Arab 


inaction. This is as good an 
occasion as any for the major 
Arab capitals to coordinate 
their efforts with Paris, 
Moscow and Beijing in order to 
bring back sanity and com- 
passion to tee conflict 
Jordan Times 

the strikes have done irre- 
versible damage to the United 
Nation security council’s 
effective mechanism to check 
Saddam Hussein’s evil designs. 
By far the greatest loss is that 


the air-strikes may have 
prompted a vast number of 
people in tee Arab world to 
sympathise with the Saddam 
Hussein regime. Surely, a long- 
term psychological warfare 
campaign aimed at turning 
Iraqis against their ruthless 
dictator may be the most far- 
sighted option in terms of 
strategies to replace the 
present military action Wash- 
ington so foolishly embarked 
upon last week. 

The Korea Times 


Q uote of the day 

“I would hate the public to think that all MPs insist 
on having half a million pound houses.” 

Diane Abbott. 

Labour MP 

T hought for the Day 

“Moral indignation is in most cases 2 per cent moral 
48 per cent indignation and 50 per cent envy." 
Vittorio De Sica, 

Italian film director 
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PANDORA 


beware the revenge of the 
Teletubbies this Christmas. A 
hospital in New York is 
warning that the Teletubbies 
have been indirectly 
responsible for toddlers bong 
injured, and even killed, by 
their TV sets. Doctors at the 
Jacobi Medical Center warn 
that the British-made TV 
programme encourages kids 
to bug the TV "Unfortunately, 
the children are toppling TVs 
down on themselves, causing 
head trauma and other 
crushing injuries,” Dr Ellen 
Crain, director of emergency 
paediatric services, told the 
New York Post. There have 
been 73 cases of injury in the 
US, with two deaths in the 
Bronx area of New York 
alone. Ominously, on 
Christmas Day BBC2 will 
feature Big Hug: The Story of 
the Teletubbies. 


JOHN EDMONDS, leader of 
the GMB, one of Britain’s 
biggest onions, and the man 
who famously denounced 
boardroom fat cats as 
“greedy bastards”, is 
himself faced with a spot of 
industrial unrest. Staff in 
his press office are to hold a 
vote on strike action unless 
Mr Edmonds rescinds his 
decision to dismiss Tom 
Condon, the onion’s spin 
doctor. Condon has been 
accused of all manner of 
misdeeds, including leaking 
stories to the newspapers 
about the fact that the 
union ha« mislaid £6m. A 
further irony is that Condon 
is the former industrial 
editor of The Sun, where he 
was the scourge of 
industrial militants. 


THE ENGLISH playwright 
David Hare has just been 
given permission - hum the 
notoriously finicky US Actors 
Equity Association - to make 
his Broadway stage debut as 
an acton He will star in Via 
Dolorosa, his personal 
memoir about Israel. The 
play recently made its 
London debut at the Royal 
Court where Hare, who is 
married to the fashion 
designer Nicole Farhi, began 
his dramatic career in the 
literary department some 30 
years ago. 

Meanwhile, 

Hare's play 
The Blue 
Room just 
opened on 
Broadway 
with a $4m 
advance sale 
-enough 
instantly to 
guarantee 
its status as 


opened in New Ybrk last April 
and another Amy's View , is 
scheduled to debut in the city 
next spring. Both The Blue 
Room and The Judas Kiss 
featured stage nudity, most 
notably Nicole Kidman's bare- 
bottomed romp in The Blue 
Room. Apparently there is no 
plan for Hare to disrobe 
during his dramatic account 
of The Holy Land. 


READERS WILL surely 
recall Pandora’s earnest 
suggestion during the World 
Cop last June that the FA 
introduce a way to show 
how much injury time was 
left in a match. Despite the 
wide use of this system in 
Europe and elsewhere, our 
own Premier League told 
Pandora at the time that 
there was no popular 
support for the measure. 
However, the Football 
Supporters Association had 
different ideas and urged 
the Premier League to 
introduce injury time 
display boards. The boards 
are now a fixture at ail 
Premier League matches 
and a League spokesman 
told Pandora: "The move 
came off the back of the 
World Cup.” When pressed, 
he admitted that they were 
considered "successful”. Of 
course. Pandora would be 
the last person to say, "I 
told you so”. 


HELENA BONHAM-CARTER 
(pictured), the cinema's 
favourite English rose, 
appears as a dying woman in 
a wheelchair; without make- 
up or elaborate hair styling, in 
her next film. The Theory of 
Flight “I relished the idea, 
actually,” she told USA Today. 
“Far one, I didn’t have people 
primping me all the time. And 
the reality is that IVe often 
been cast for what I look like, 
and it was a relief not to be 
cast for that” However; 
Pandora suspects that 
Kenneth Branagh, who plays 
the love interest in the film, 
was cast partially because he 
plays that role in real life, 
although Helena is keen to 
disparage such an idea. 
Helena's father was disabled 
by a serious stroke two 
decades ago and she used 
her experiences of life at 
home, as well as her 
dad’s wheelchair, to 
prepare for a role that 
is said to be among her 
very finest work. 


Judas 

Kiss 



profitable jjH 
hit; his £Z#t 
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PANDORA HEARS a 
(possibly 

apocryphal) tale 
of a car 
bumper 
sticker 
displayed 
on a 
vehicle, 
observed 
last week 


near the 
Ministry of 
Defence in 
Whitehall: 
"Only two 
bombing 
days left to 
Ramadan.” 


Why do we buy books for Christmas? 


"UNCLE FH3UJT my niece - blond 
curb, blue qyes, the worts - was say 
ing to me the other day. “"What 
would you like for Christmas?” 

“God, I don’t know," I said. “Any- 
thing you like, sweetheart.” 

**W>uld you KkeabookT she said. 
"Anything you like,” I said, won- 
dering whether what I realty needed 
was another book 

“What would you like?” she said. 
“What sort of book?” 

“Wall,” I said “Areally good Per- 
sian dictionary would be nice. Or a 
copy of one of Robert Liddell's nov- 
els, one of the eariy ones. Or Kaye’s 
history of the first Afghan wax; not 
the first edition, the third one, the 
1857 edition with all the footnotes. 
Or the first volume of the new cat- 
alogue raisormd of Paul Klee. Or 
Teddy Sheringham’s autobiography. 
Or a reliable edition of Pseudo- 
doxia Epidemica. Or a copy of 
Greertmantle to replace the one I 
left on the train this morning. Or... 

It was too late; she was off in a 
corner as Dorothy Parker puts it, 
necking with Morpheus, and my 
chance to get what I really wanted 
for Christmas was reduced to niL 
Wfay do people buy books for 



PHILIP 

HENSHER 

Relatives produce works 
of the sheerest horror - 
depressing rei'elations of 
their perception of you 


Christmas? Surely everyone knows 
that they're the most personal 
things in the world, things that you 
would hardly trust your nearest 
and dearest to come up with. Even 
given the strictest possible in- 
structions, people are always apt to 
produce the wrong thing. 

After drilling a member of your 
family for weeks, you open the pack- 
age on Christmas Day, and they 


hare somehow contrived to give you, 
instead of a copy of GreenmanUe, 
one of Mr Sfcmd/ast And, in any 
case, it hardly seems within the 
spirit of Christmas to tell your 
nearest and dearest exactly what 
you want and how much they should 
payforit 

But without strict instructions, 
friends, lovers and relations are apt 
to produce offerings of the sheerest 
honor - faintly depressing revel- 
ations, not of their character exactly, 
but of their perception of yours. 

Fbrsome reason, people were al- 
ways giving me comic novels when 
I was a boy and it was always a great 
struggle not to explain to the well 
intentioned gift-giver that I had no 
sense of humour and would really 
prefer not to be put under an oblig- 
ation to read a novel set on a uni- 
versity campus, in which the 
purchasing of condoms played any 
part at all, or in which the ordinaiy 
English words for the genitalia 
were misheard to comically cata- 
strophic effect, even if The Daily 
Telegraph reviewer recommended 
that the novel in question should not 
be read in a public place. 

You sit down on Christmas after- 


noon and, chocolate-filled and half - 
nao sgnng, gating at Nigel WflUsins s 
best efforts, succumb to the famil- 
iar sense that la vie est triste, 
h&as! Etfai iu tons les livres. 

And yeta quarter cf all books swd 

in this country are sold in the run- 
up to Christinas. 

These are books bought not for 
yourself or out of curiosity, but 

mosfiy in the vague sense that “this 

will do, won’t it?” Gift books, in short; 
books without content. Country 
Diaries of an Edwardian Lady, and, 
as Italo Cahrino put it: “Books you 
needn’t read, books made for pur- 
poses other than reading, books 
read even before you open them 
since they belong to the category of 
books read before being written.” 
Cookbooks; travel books; books of 
television series; scripts - I'm not 
making this up - of situation come- 
dies; flTid , if you feel like a navel, it 
is most likely to be a sequel to a 
sequel of a sequel 

Nobody, except the most raving 
eccentric, would give Dead Souls or 
La Vie: Mode dTSmpIoi as a Christ- 
mas present, so the genre of Christ- 
mas books is invented. The most 
long-lived of these is the amazing 


phenomenon of Francis Gay. Most 
people seem never to have heard of 

Francis Gay, but evety year the . 
books that appear under bis name 
-I expect it is more or less a ficti- - 
tious trademark of the publisher’s 
invention - make it into the best- 
seller charts. 

There is a little poem, or a half- 
comic, half-moralising anecdote for 
every day of the year, uplifting 
photographs of lambs and daffodils; 
there is a vaguely Scottish flavour . 
to the whole enterprise. I promise 
you, it is enough to mate you puke. 
But they sell like billy-oh, and have 
been doing for decades, in spite of 
the fact that you have never seen 
one in anybody’s house- Are they 
kept, like pornography; in draw-' 
era? Or perhaps they constitute 
the Platonic ideal of the Christmas 
book; perhaps they are given, a 
thank -you letter is sent, and the 
Friendship Bock of Francis Gay 
1999 dispatched smartly into the- 
waste-paper bin- 

All in all I must say I would : 
rather have some nice socks, - 
tho ugh I haven’t entirely given up • 
on the prospect of the really good V. 
Persian dictionary 


& 
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Perfect for the White House, 


a disaster for the Middle East 
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BRITAIN'S ILL JUDGED and lethal 
support for Bill Clinton’s reckless 
gamble against Iraq has left us iso- 
lated from our European partners 
and once again an object of contempt 
and derision throughout the rest of 
the world. In private conversation it 
is hard to find any MP who does not 
believe that the real purpose of the 
bombing of Iraq was to buy Clinton 
time and support in his struggle 
against impeachment The fact that 
there is no UN resolution authoris- 
ing these attacks would, in a world 
based on justice, leave Bin Clinton 
exposed to prosecution for war 
crimes. 

Once again the unedifying spec- 
tacle of Britain running along behind 
America, yapping like a demented 
poodle, has shown the complete 
absence of any long-term strategic 
thinking in the Fbreign Office about 
Britain’s position in the world. 
Britain's willingness to go along 
with Clinton’s White House, whether 
it is by supporting US-inspired 
sanctions against Libya, Iran and 
Pakistan, or by bombing Sudan and 
Afghanistan, leaves us open to the 
accusation from the Muslim world 
that we support an anti-Islam poBcy. 

The coincidence of Clinton’s mil- 
itary escapades with the fan of (he 
Israeli government has once again 
served to highlight Anglo-American 
hypocrisy towards the Middle East 
Innocent Iraqi civilians are bombed 
to death because Saddam has 
weapons of mass destruction, 
whereas Israel which has amassed 
200 nuclear weapons, in contra- 
vention of all international law, re- 
mains the largest beneficiary of 
American support 

Indeed, for those who have 
studied the history of the Middle 
East there are few more disgrace- 
ful episodes than the complicity of 
President Johnson's White House in 
turning a blind eye to the eariy 



KEN 

Livingstone 

It is quite obinous that 
Benjamin Netanyahu is 
never going to proinde 
courageous leadership 


stages of Israel’s nuclear weapons 
programme. 

While the Iraqi people find death 
raining down on them at regular in- 
tervals because they are unfortunate 
enough to live under a dictator; 
Israel's Prime Minister Beqjamin 
Netanyahu has been allowed to rat 
with impunity on (me provision after 
another of the Oslo agreement He 
has even started to betray the agree- 
ment he personally reached with 
Yasser Arafat at the Wye peace 
conference earlier this year. Amer- 
ican politicians at all levels continue 
to prop up this ghastly Israeli gov- 
ernment out of fear of the “pro- 
Israel” lobby on Capitol Hill. 

Pbr those of us who hope to see 
a permanent and lasting peace that 
allows both Jews and Arabs to look 
forward to dying in their beds of old 
age. rather than being blown apart 
by suicide bombers or the Israeli air 
force, we have to recognise that what 
Israel needs is blunt and honest ad- 
vice rather than double standards 
and knee-jerk support for the rabid 
ultra-nationalism of the Likud party 

When I watched the historic 


handshake- of Yass er Arafat and 
Yitzhak Rabin on the White House 
lawn, I thought that Arafat had 
most probably signed his own death 
warrant Never in my wildest night- 
mare did it occur to me that it was 
Yitzhak Rabin who would pay with 
his life because he was prepared to 
argue for peace. Although it is easy 
to dismiss Rabin's assassin as just 
one of a small handfol of murderous 
fanatics, Netanyahu cannot escape 
sharing the blame for what hap- 
pened The violence of Netanyahu’s 
language in denouncing the Oslo 
accords as treachery and betrayal 
helped create the climate of opinion 
in which the unbalanced mind of the 
assassin finds reassurance that his 
act of murder is justified. 

Those of us who have travelled 
through Israel and have been cap- 
tivated by the charm and humanity 
of so marry ordinary Israelis have 
found it difficult to come to terms 
with the growing power and influ-- 
ence of the small fanatical minor- 
ity who seem increasingly to 
dominate Israeli politics. The system 
of pure proportional representation 
in Israeli elections allows a party that 
is incapable of getting more than I 
per cent of the vote, nevertheless to 
hold the balance of power. 

The fact that Israel is split almost 
equally between hawks and doves 
has handed power to the small 
religious parties, which have then 
skilfully exploited their position to 
impose a theocratic state on tfae 
reluctant mass of liberal and reform- 
minded Israelis. 

The most bizarre example of the 
power of the ultra-orthodox has 
been their attempt, by relocating 
populations, to become an absolute 
majority inside the city of 
Jerusalem. As their fundamentalist 
bold has tightened. liberal and re- 
form-minded citizens have left the 
city to move to more tolerant areas. 


'i- 



Netanyahu (right) has broken accords with impunity Reuters. 


What is required in these cir- 
cumstances is a leader with the 
courage of Rabin - someone pre- 
pared to risk their own political 
career and perhaps even their life 
by standing up to the fundamental- 
ists and reaching out beyond them 
to assemble a clear majority for a 
peaceful settlement with the Pales- 
tinians. That settlement roust be 
based on the rapid creation of full 
Palestinian self-rule throughout the 
West Bank and Gaza, so that the 
leadership can isolate those who will 
continue to exploit the genuine pol- 
itical grievances of the Pales tinians 
until a final peace settlement gives 
both Arab and Jew a stake in build- 
ing a peaceful region. 

The key to long-term peace lies 
in crude old economics. Fifty years 
ago no one would have believed it 
possible that Prance and Germany, 
having fought three wars in under 
a century, could achieve their pre- 
sent status. What the founders of the 
new Europe recognised was that it 
was possible to bind the French and 
German economies. They gave the 
citizens of both countries a personal 






stake in peaceful co-development 
Ibis is the way forward for Arab and 
Israeli alike. 

It is not enough merely to create 
some Palestinian self-governing en- 
clave. The best guarantee of peace 
will be when just a fraction of the 
wealth that Israel spends on its :-. : 
military arm is diverted towards a . ’f .. 
major programme of economic re- 
construction throughout the area,. ' 
Then it would be possible to find perljf^ 
manent settlements and employ-, 
ment for the hundreds and -.' - '.' 
thousands of Palestinians who still :s'\ 
rot in refugee camps and provide C.'i 
Hamas with their most fertile-- y-f' 
recruiting-ground. ■; 

It is quite obvious that Benjamin ~ 
Netanyahu is never going to provide “ 

such courageous leadership. His 
American style is all too dear in the 
way he operates politically. Short- 
term, manipulative, divisive, every- 
thing subordinated to securing bis 
own position - he would be a natural 
in the White House. Unfortunately, 




in the Middle East these q ualities are' 


a recipe for the death and destruc- 
tion of Arab and Jew alike. 
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No literary apartheid in Bosnia 




y COMPARED TO Serbian 
or Hungarian or Greek 
poetry, surprisingly little 
Bosnian poetry has 
been translated into English. 
What has is almost universally 
weak, both technically and 
artistically. 

It is abundantly clear why 
this was, and is, so. There 
appears to be a view wide- 
spread in the former Yugo- 
slavia that non-native speakers 
can easily handle journalistic 
or literary translation into Eng- 
lish. But this reflects a serious 
misconception. It is excep- 
tionaily rare to find a translator 
who can produce work of real 
literary or even technical qual- 
ity in a language that is not his 
or her own. 

After all, it is hard enough 
to produce work of literary 
quality even in one's native 
language Always a bad policy 
in prose, translation by non- 
native speakers in the matter 
of poetry is wholly misguided 
since it is nearly always tone- 
deaf to sophisticated registers 
of usage, style, atmosphere 
and meaning. 

Translation is an important 
window on to a country. It 
shapes the understanding and 
image of that country. Unfor- 


tunately, both the dearth and 
weakness of previous transla- 
tions of Bosnian literature can 
only tend to confirm the worst 
Western stereotypes - that it is 
some sort of Balkanized Ruri- 
tania where three tribes with 
unpronounceable names do 
unspeakable things; that it 
lacks a serious unified culture 
within ancient borders as old 
as those of Western nations; 
that it might as well be parti- 
tioned de facto between the cul- 
tures of its better-known 
neighbours. 

In contrast my anthology 
rows against those stereo- 
types; since English is the 
global lingua franca, it opens a 
large window on the rich and 
sophisticated poetic tradition of 
a long-standing people. The 
outstanding quality of tfae 
translations implicitly de- 
mands that Bosnian poetry be 
taken as seriously as the poetiy 
of any other European nation. 

Now I will step briefly into 
the lion’s den. A debate is going 
on in Bosnia as to whether, ba- 
sically, there should be one or 
three Bosnian literatures - 
this latter option based, pre- 
sumably, on the linguistic dif- 
ferences between the Bosniak, 
Serbian and Croatian versions 
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Chris agee 

Delivered by the author 
at the launch of his 
anthology, ‘Scar on the 
Stone: Contemporary 
Poetry from Bosnia ' 


of the language, rather than a 
crude ethno-religious classifi- 
cation. I am speaking, of 
course, of a debate within lib- 
erated Bosnia. 

It is surely understandable 
that what was once formally 
called "Serbo-Croat" should 
be renamed more naturally as 
Bosnian, Croatian or Serbian. 
It Is also right that every effort 
should be made within free 
Bosnia to ensure the equality 
and systemisation of each of 


these dialects. But when these 
justified linguistic considera- 
tions begin to intrude into lit- 
erature, I think we are into 
dangerous territory. We are 
into the same obsession with 
labels that first descended to 
ethnic-cleansing and then led 
to the catastrophic Western 
map-making of successive 
peace negotiations. 

Any critical move towards 
the idea of three literatures is 
deeply retrograde. It would 
mark a partition on ethno-re- 
ligious grounds. Is that what 
people in free Bosnia really 
want after the years of geno- 
cide and suffering -to finish the 

work of the ethnic separatists, 
to institute a literary 
apartheid? 

There is an alternative that 
is also opportunity. It involves 
what might be called a civic 
state as opposed to an ethnic 
nationalism. All citizens are 
equal, both politically and cul- 
turally. Just as Irish culture is 
sunply what happens culturally 
on the island of Ireland - 
including, of course, the con- 
tributions of outsiders- Bosn- 
ian culture is simply what 
happens culturally within the 
historic boundaries of Bosnia. 

Actually, isn’t there some- 
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thing artistically simple-' 
minded about the idea that 
linguistic difference must 
equate to imaginative or cul-' 
turai difference - that litera- 
ture, so fond of holding 
disparate things in creative 
unity, should be packaged with 
new labels according to some 
different words and pronunci- 
ations? Isn’t the poetic imagj- 
nation more likely to thrive on 
cross-fertilizations within a 
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single tradition than on. the par- . 

titioning of that tradition? ■ 
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In this inclusive light, di- 
versity is not sidetracked by ; 
what Freud called “the nar- 
cissism of small di£ference”;it 
liberates rather than Balka- 
nizes. Historic Bosnia is, in fact, 
unique in Europe for being a 
nation without a majority - a ■ 
nation of minorities. As has 
often been remarked, this is’ 
why it is like a polyphony. And 
a polyphony ceases to be itself 
if one of the strands is left out, • 
orifthe strands are unravelled ■- 
into something else. As I un- 
derstood it, the defence of 
Bosnia was about the defence 
of polyphony; as I see it, that 
polyphony in its liter- 
ary form is best de- 
fended by a single 
Bosnian literature. 
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Hamish 

McRae 

Instead of asking whether 
migrants do well out of 
Britain, ask if Britain 
does well out of them 


IT WAS a request that could not be 
ignored Following David Aaron- 
ovitch's column on the positive 
contribution of immigrants to 
British society, a reader wrote ask- 
ing me to look at the contribution 
from an economic point of view. I'm 
grateful for the chance, because it 
is a fascinating tale. 

Or rather, three tales - for there 
are at least three different ways of 
^ looking at the economic contribution 
of immigrants. You can look at the 
statistics, and see to what extent im- 
migrant groups seem to prosper (or 
otherwise) relative to the locals. \bu 
can look at the disproportionate con- 
tribution of immigrant stars - the 
people who have not just pros- 
pered, but have in fact changed the 
country in some dramatic way. And 
you can look at the dynamic con- 
tribution of migration in shaping 
economies, and in particular why 
moving people around may be be- 
coming a more important engine of 
economic growth. 

If you ask the question “bow well 
do immigrants do?", the question 
that immediately follows is, “which 
immigrants?’', for the picture is 
j, very mixed The best work on this 
subject probably comes from the 
Policy Studies Institute, which has 
produced a series of reports on 
ethnic minorities in Britain, while 
the Employment Policy Institute 
also does helpful research. 

So we know quite a lot about how 
various immigrant groups prosper. 
Some dearly do very weL Among 
the “winners’* are African and 
Caribbean women, who earn sub- 
stantially more than white women; 
African-Asian and Chinese men 
, also have a higher chance than 
‘vSvhites of earning more than £500 a 
week, and they are less likely to be 
out of work. 

Of course, not all immigrants are 
from non-white ethnic groups. 
Other recent figures show that 
Irish people in Britain now do well, 
while Americans and immigrants 
from the EU also seem to be pros- 
pering. Incidentally, two of the Law 
Lords who gave that controversial 
verdict on General Pinochet were 
immigrants from South Africa. 

- "^y contrast, some immigrant 
groups find it hard to make econ- 
omic headway here. There is very 
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high unemployment among people 
from Pakistan and Bangladesh, 
and their households are among the 
poorest in the country. Caribbean 
men tend to do badly. There is also 
evidence of a “glass ceiling" - of well 
qualified people from immigrant 
communities not getting as good 
jobs as their qualifications would 
suggest they should On the other 
hand the NHS would be in a dread- 
ful mess without the services of 
African and Caribbean women. 

If you turn the question on its 
head and instead of asking whether 
immigrants do well out of Britain, 
ask whether Britain does well out 
of them. I suppose the answer 
would be equally mixed The 
country dearly benefits enormously 
from the contribution of some com- 
munities and does not seem to 
benefit much from that of others. 

Looking ahead I suspect that the 
performance of immigrant com- 
munities will tend to improve rather 
than deteriorate, for several rea- 
sons. Fbr a start, any ethnic dis- 
advantage from being seen as 
“different* ' will fade away. This is 
partly because mixed relationships 
are booming: half of the Caribbean 
men and one-third of Caribbean 
women have white partners. But it 
is also because some of the pro- 
fessions in which immigrants have 
been particularly successful - such 


as entertainment and sport - are 
strong growth industries. 

In the US. it used to be said that 
blacks could make it to the top only 
in music and sport, as though suc- 
cess there were somehow not as 
valuable or worthwhile as success 
in business or the law. In feet those 
are two terrific professions to be 
good at; a few stars have a dispro- 
portionate impact on the economy. 

That leads to the second area in 
which immigrants make a special 
contribution: the stars. Immigrant 
stars burst out in just about every 
walk of life. If you include second- 
generation immigrants as well as 
first, political stars would indude Sir 
Leon Brittan. Michael Portillo and 
Michael Howard on the right, and 
Paul Boateng. Keith Va z. Benlie 
Grant and Diane Abbott on the 
left There is avast range of success 
stories in the business community, 
too - Lord Paul who runs the in- 
dustrial group Caparo, and Lord 
Hamlyn, the publisher, were among 
the prominent contributors to 
Labour at the last election. 

Lakshmi Mittal another big 
contributor is ranked as Britain's 
third-richest person and richest 
Asian, a little ahead of the Hinduja 
brothers, who are supporting the 
spirit section of the Millennium 
Dome - and have been substantial 
supporters of the Tbries. 


I haven’t seen any comparable 
statistics, but I would suspttft that 
immigrant businesspeople play a 
larger role in the economy here than 
they do in France or Germany 
though naturally not in the US. It is 
self-evidently possible for immi- 
grant business people to “make it" 
in Britain - so many have. 

But the more interesting ques- 
tion is whether any have really 
changed the nature of our economy. 
I can think of three post-war ex- 
amples. One is Siegmund Warburg, 
who came from Germany in the 
Thirties and founded the merchant 
bank SG Warburg. He virtually 
invented the contested take-over, 
and played a crucial role in recov- 
ering the City's international busi- 
ness in the Fifties and Sixties. 

A second example is the Grade 
family, which came from the 
Ukraine in the early years of this 
century. As a family, they were im- 
mensely successful in showbiz, with 
Lew and Leslie Grade and Bernard 
Delfont all making great successes 
of their lives. But Lew stood out as 
the most important single person in 
developing commercial TV in 
Britain. Yes, the industry would 
have grown, but I don’t think it 
would have achieved its popularity 
so quickly without his leadership at 
ATV - or had the impact on the 
stodgy BBC that it did. 


My third example would be the 
Saatchi brothers, whose family 
came from Baghdad to revolution- 
ise our advertising industry. Itoo of 
the world’s largest ad groups are 
now British, the original Saatchi em- 
pire (which ejected the brothers, 
who now run a new agency* and 
WPP run by a former Saatchi ex- 
ecutive. 

The fact that Britain punches 
above its weight in financial ser- 
vices, the entertainment industries 
and advertising all has something 
to do with immigrants. 

Looking ahead. I'm fairly sure 
that migration will become more im- 
portant, not less. It is not just that 
a society open to immigrants tends 
to attract good brains. Only this 
week a report by the Government 
suggested that teeenagers from 
ethnic minorities are far more tikety 
to be in full-time education at 18 
than their white counterparts. 

That human capital - as op- 
posed to fi n a n cial capital industrial 
plant, natural resources and so on 
- has become the most important 
single determinant of economic 
success. Finance? The world mar- 
kets are awash with money seeking 
a good home. Manufacturing cap- 
ability? Foreign direct investment 
transfers the knowledge of how to 
make things within a matter of 
weeks. Resources? They seem to be 


getting ever cheaper in real terms. 
What matters is people. Any 
country that can become a magnet 
for talented people will be assured 
of economic success. 

But who are these talented 
people? What are the talents of the 
future? In some areas it is easy to 
see. The City has become a magnet 
for talent for if you want to make a 
pot of money in international finance 
it is arguably the best place in the 
world to do so. In the entertainment 
industries. Britain is a magnet for 
talent and sport - well that has be- 
come a global business, and we do 
seem to be able to attract foreign tal- 
ent to come and work here. 

But in other areas it is very 
hard to know what talent really is. 
Who could have predicted that writ- 
ing software for video games would 
be a great growth industry in 
Britain? On paper an economically 
literate immigration policy should 
seek to attract the highest skilled, 
and that is certainly what some 
countries seek to do. But you also 
need pirates -people who don't have 
the formal qualifications, but have 
an overriding desire to make a bet- 
ter life for themsdves and their fam- 
ilies. I am not suggesting that we 
should welcome every container- 
load of refugees who sneak in at 
Dover. But just a few may become 
the Lew Grades of the next century. 


Right 
of Reply 


Clare brown 

The head of Child, a 
national infertility 
support network, 
responds to Jeremy 
Laurance's article on 
infertility treatment 


IN HIS article yesterday, 
Jeremy Laurence implies that 
the Intra-C|ytoplasmic Sperm 
Injection (ICSD is not closely 
regulated or monitored. He 
also suggests that ICSI is 
offered in a haphazard way. 
without concern for children 
born following the treatment, 
and that the patient's over- 
whelming desire for a family 
outweighs concerns about the 
safety of the treatment This 
is not the case. 

Infertility treatment is the 
most regulated field of medi- 
cine in the UK Any clinic 
offering treatment, storing 
gametes or embryos, or carry- 
ing out human embryo 
research, is required bylaw to 
be licensed by the Human 
Fertilisatio n and Embryology 
Authority (HFEA) - the only 
statutory boefy of its kind In the 
whole world. 

I do share some of Mr Lau- 
rance's concerns regarding 
the long-term effects of some 
forms of infertility treatment. 
However, I am reassured by 
the fact that we do have a reg- 
ulatory* body to safeguard 
patients in the field of licensed 
infertility treatments. 

It is not true that “warnings 
of potential genetic conse- 
quences have zero impact", 
either on the patients or the 
clinics. Mr Laurence goes on 
to state: “The desperate desire 
for a child guarantees [the is- 
sues] will be ignored." The 
emotional impact of infertility 
is enormous. However, for 
those suffering from infertility 
to be branded as incapable of 
making derisions regarding 
their treatment because they 
are so desperate that all com- 
mon sense goes out of the win- 
dow, is downright offensive. • 

Finally, the article claims 
that the success rates for ICSI 
are now 40 per cent higher 
than for IVE This statement is 
incorrect. The latest HFEA 
annual report states that the 
average live birth rate for IVF 
is 16.7 per cenl and far ICSI 
is 21.6 per cenl 

Obviously, infertility treat- 
ment such as ICSI must be 
regulated, and the long-term 
follow-up of children born as 
a result is vitaL But please, do 
not make it appear that those 
suffering from infertility or 
those working in the field do 
not care. We do. 
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Lies and loves of an ugly duckling 


FICTION WRITTEN by children's writers 
often stretches into accounts of their 
lives as well. AA Milne and Enid Bly- 
ton were both far more remote as par- 
- ^xts than could ever be guessed from 
ffieir writing, and WE Johns, creator 
of that ace pilot Biggies, later developed 
a fear of flying 

Hans Christian Andersen is another 
whose public image was at odds with pri- 
vate reality. A rich man for the last half 
of his life! he was nevertheless sent 
money by young American admirers ap- 
palled at the impression of poverty he 
continued to give through his habitual 
meanness and complaining. Nor was he 



WEDNESDAY BOOK 

HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN: 

THE FAN DANCER 

BY ALISON PRINCE. ALLYSON & BUSBY. £7 9.99 


quite the unfailing friend of children he 
was cracked up to be. His statue, funded 
by public subscription, was originally to 
show Andersen reading to a crowd of 
eager young admirers. He angrily vetoed 
the idea: he would “never read aloud if 
anyone was sitting behind me or lean- 


WEDNESDAY POEM 

FROM 'BILL OF RIGHTS' 

^ BY FRED D‘ AGUIAR 

Brixton market was rough but this is rougher. 

I could find saltfish and eddoes near the reggae 
Shop that shook my fillings and made my ears ring. 

A 37 bus always came eventually - 
Often after a long wait - in twos and threes. 

And at my council flat there was a hook 

Behind the door and a jabbering set 
That snowed, drizzled, then cleared after a thump. 

Chump chump went the piranhas 
On die children who jumped 
Unthinkingly into the river 
During a spell without supervision 
Oh red river 
Howls under water 
Blood signalling miles downstream 
Fbr more, more piranhas to come feast 

Our poems until 8 January come from the 1 0 volumes shortlisted 
for the TS Eliot Prize, to be announced on 1 1 January. 

‘ . -Bin of Rights'. Fred D'Aguiar's narrative poem about the 1978 
Jonestown massacre, is published by Chatto (£7.99) 


ing up towards me. and even less so if 
I had children sitting on my lap or my 
back, or a young Copenhagen boy lean- 
ing between my legs". 

Alison Prince, in this well researched 
and readable biography believes that the 
particular objection to the young Copen- 
hagen boy derived from Andersen’s 
sensitivity about his rumoured homo- 
sexuality. She subtitles her study “The 
Fhn Dancer", seeing him as someone 
who liked to show off while also keep- 
ing his most closely guarded secrets to 
himself But although he was always 
deeply in love with his best friend, Ed- 
vard Collin, there is no indication of any 
physical relationship. 

Confused hims elf, and confusing to 
others, Andersen seems to have spent 
his sexually active years masturbating 
to the extent of doing himself an injury 
- so proving that those 19th-century 
medical blasts about the dangers of un- 
restrained self-abuse occasionally had 
a point. There were also visits to 
brothels, where the exceptionally tall 
long-nosed and odd-looking author 
passed the time merely talking to the 
young women he met 

Prince believes that some of this am- 
biguity was the result of sexual abuse 
in childhood There is no hard evi- 
dence for this, or for her more sustained 
claim that Andersen was an illegitixnate 
son of the Danish Crown Prince, put out 
to foster parents as a baby (very much 
as in a fairy tale). This is not a new 
theory, but it here offers more distrac- 
tion than illumination. It is just as con- 
vincing to explain Andersens genius, in 
terms of his childhood as an unusual 
effeminate, possibly dyslexic, almost 
autistic child, loved to bits by his par- 


ents and with the knowledge that he had 
something great to offer. 

His struggle for recognition contin- 
ued through bis life, turnin g him into an 
inveterate snob on his travels from one 
great bouse to another in search of the 
approval he so needed The sense of 
loneliness, depression and cruelty in his 
tales all had echoes in his childhood 

His mad grandfather; decked in green 
like Ophelia, was the butt of the village 
boys. Terrible schooldays, where And- 
ersen was the chief target of a sadistic 
teacher, were alleviated only by incon- 
gruous treats, such as a class visit to a 
public execution in 1825. There, he saw 
three young adults decapitated The 
next moment some superstitious par- 
ents hustled “their half-paralysed son, 
the victim of a stroke, up to the scaffold 
and forced him to drink a bowlful of blood 
that ran from their bodies". 

At a time when other collections of 
fairy tales extolled the virtues of self- 
reliance and ingenuity exemplified by 
the successful hero or, less often, hero- 
ine, Andersen sounded a different note. 
He spoke of blighted hopes, loss and 
melancholy. His great story, “The Ugly 
Duckling", is interpreted by Prince as 
in allegory about a homosexual who 
finds nothing in common with sur- 
rounding male society. It could also be 
read as a story about anyone who does 
not fit in, for whatever reason. Most 
children know about this experience at 
some stage. Andersen put young read- | 
ers in touch with their despair. 

This message was usually balanced 
by passages of great good humour, and 
there are other scenes in his stories 
where a general yearning for perfection 
finds - for a short time - its ultimate 
realisation. Even so, Andersen was far 
more a Buster Keaton than the Danny 
Kaye who appears in the dreadful film 
about him. Yet it is still difficult not to 
feel for this lachrymose, self-pitying but 
ultimately decent man, trapped in a 
ridiculous body while producing the best 
fairy tales ever written by one person. 

Nicholas tucker 




The greatest work 
of fiction since 
vows of fidelity 
were included in 
the French 
marriage service 

Edmund Blackadder 
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JANET MURROW saw the Second 
World War from a front-row seat In 
1937 she and her husband, Edward 
R. Murrow, later the United States’ 
best-known broadcaster, moved to 
London. At the beginning of the war 
she worked with Mrs Winston 
Churchill in the London “Bundles 
for Britain” Office. She supped at 
the White House the day the Jap- 
anese bombed Pearl Harbor She 
was one of the first recipients of the 
ling’s Medal for Freedom, award- 
ed for her contribution to Anglo- 
American relations. Later; she gave 
great support to her Alma Mater. 
Mount Holyoke College in Massa- 
chusetts, America’s pioneer insti- 
tution for the education of women. 

She was born Janet Brewster; in 
1910, a Connecticut Yankee of AngJo- 
Swetfish stock, the elder daughter of 
a prosperous car dealer; whose an- 
cestor had crossed the Atlantic in the 
Mayflower. Kingman Brewster; Pre- 
sident Carter’s American Ambas- 
sador m London, was her first cmrsiii 

In late 1932, when she was the 
president of the student body at 
Mount Holyoke, she happened to 
share a carriage with Ed Murrow on 
a train journey down to New Orleans. 
Both were on their way to a confer- 
ence of the Institute of Internation- 
al Education, which helped to bring 
out refugee German scholars. Mur- 
row had just become its Assistant 
Director Janet Brewster was doing 
postgraduate work in economics 
and was a gifted summer reperto- 


The Rev Lord Soper 


DONALD SOPER was the last of 
those nonconformist princes of the 
pulpit whose eminence derived not 
from any ecclesiastical position or 
title but from force of personality 
and prophetic authority. Fbr dec- 
ades, he was one of the best-known 
churchmen in Bri tain, firing off 

pithy comments on any topical issue 

the press cared to raise with him, a 
broadcaster's dream long before 
the term “soundbite” was coined. 

Methodism, socialism and paci- 
fism were the three pillars of Soper’s 

thought and life, and he lived to see 
each in danger Methodism in nu- 
merical decline; socialism not to be 
spoken of amongst New Labour; and 
pacifism still a rejected dimension 
of the GospeL He died in the after- 
math of the bombing of Iraq, his grief 
tinged with bitterness that it should 
be a Labour government which had 
unleashed the dogs of wan 

Soper was well-blessed by nature 
- outstandingly handsome even in 
old age, elegant in dress and man- 
ner, quick-witted and genuinely 
charming. In appearance, be was 
more Olivier than Isaiah. It was his 
speech that gave a clue to the 
power of his mind; his fluency was 
phenomenal. His sentences were 
perfectly balanced, his vocabulary 
prodigious but never flowery or 
cluttered, and his resonant, perfectly 
modulated voice had both beauty 
and power He could make a routine 
sentence sound like the Gettysburg 
Address, and until a few weeks be- 
fore his death, his voice effortless- 
ly reached the farthest fringes of the 
crowds who came to hear him at 
Tower Hill and at Speakers' Corner 
in Hyde Park. 

He embodied all the great tradi- 
tions of Methodism; no faction or 
pressure group within it could claim 
him as its own. He was an unapolo- 
getic evangelical whose Gospel 
could be summarised as a faith in 
Jesus which leads by way of personal 
conversion to political radicalism. 
But he had no time for any evange- 
lism based on the uncritical use of 
the Bible. He found all forms of fun- 
damentalism abhorrent because he 
believed in loving God with the 
whole of his mind. It was, he af- 
firmed, the Christian's duty to bring 
not just fervour but also hard think- 
ing to bear on the life of our time. 

He also inherited from Hugh 
Price Hughes, the great turn-of-the- 
century Methodist preacher and 
social reformer; a fierce concern for 
the poor and down-trodden, which 
fed him to central mission work 
where popular preaching was com- 
bined with social outreach through 
centres for the homeless, unmarried 
mothers and alcoholics. Then, later 
in his ministry, he developed a high 
Wesleyan sacramentalism which 
became the linchpin of his faith. He 
exchanged his smart grey suit and 
red tie for a simple black cassock 
and made the regular celebration of 
Holy Communion his chief duty. 

Most typically, he followed John 
Wesley into the open air aod became 
one of the great Christian apologists 
of our time. Just as Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism, finding pul- 
pits barred to him, took to the mar- 
ket place, the crossroads and the 
street corner; so Donald Soper; find- 
ing the pulpit restricting, went to 
Tower Hill and Speakers’ Corner 
where the public gathered to argue 
and interrogate. What G Jt Chester- 
ton did for the faith in print, and C.S. 
Lems on the radio, Soper achieved 
by soapbox oratory. 

Soper practised what he called 


the “fellowship of controversy”, de- 
lighting to argue the Christian case 
against all comers. EGs way with 
hecklers became the stuff of legend. 
He never stooped to score cheap 
points, but demolished their argu- 
ments with amiable wit and often 
made them bis friends. It was one of 
the sadnesses of his later years that 
the traditional S&eatens’Ctaner heck- 
lers had given place to humourless 
fundamentalists who hurled Biblical 
texts like missiles at him and hooli- 
gans trying to break up his meetings. 

Soper’s critics claimed that he 
matte the classical liberal error of be- 
lieving that fee Kingdom of God 
could be dissolved without remain- 
der into a socialist state with a 
pacifist foreign policy; that his the- 
ology was superficial. But the open- 
air speaker must of necessity 
oversimplify complex ideas or risk 
losing foe crowd Soper believed that 
any doctrine which is so abstruse 
that it cannot be used in public dis- 
course is as near irrelevant as makes 
no odds. Theology’s main task is to 
make it easier for the Gospel to be 
heard, anything else it does is just 
academic business. His old univer- 
sity, Cambridge, obviously had no 
complaint with his swashbuckling 
way of treating theology, for in 1988 
they made him an honorary Doctor 
of Divinity. 

Soper was bora in 1903, prerise- 


What G. K 
Chesterton did 
for the faith in 
print , and C. S. 
Lewis on the 
radio, Soper 
achieved by 
soapbox oratory. 

His way with 
hecklers became 
the stuff of legend 


Iy two centuries after Methodism’s 
founder; and he outlived Wesley by 
halfadozenyears. He shared not only 
longevity with John Wesley but also 
that dogged, almost wilful determi- 
nation to keep going to the very end, 
contemptuously shrugging off age 
and infirmity. As with Wesley there 
wasno left-ova* life unspent when be 
died; God had had all there was ofbim. 

He grew up in a comfortable 
home in Streatham. south-east Lon- 
don, his mother a headmistress 
and suffragette, his father a marine 
claims adjuster a classical noncon- 
formist, puriton in his principles, lib- 
eral in politics and a preacher with 
a gift for open-air speaking. At 
Aske’s School, Hatcham, Soper's 
Love for music was nurtured and he 
developed a virtuosity with the tin 
whistle which later was to entertain 
generations of children. He was an 
all-round sportsman, excelling at 
soccer cricket, swimming and, more 
surprising in an incipient pacifist, 
hosting. It was at school too, that he 
first put into words his desire to be 
a Methodist minister. 

He read History at St Catharine's 
College, Cambridge and then, in 
1924, he was one of the first gener- 


ry actress. The fellow travellers’ long 
discussion was not limited to the con- 
ference agenda. In New Orleans 
Murrow invited Brewster to break- 
fast He ordered strawberries. Itwas 
midwinter and she was impressed. 

After a courtship largely con- 
ducted by letter they married in 1934, 
honeymooned in Mexico, and settled 
in New York. A year later the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System en- 
gaged Murrow as Director of Talks, 
and in 1937 sent him to London as 
its European Director; Murrow did 
not act as a reporter himself until 
pressed into service the night Hit- 
ler’s storm troopers took over Aus- 
tria. He then made the first of over 
5,000 broadcasts to foe United States 
which rapidly brought him to the 
front rank of American radio corre- 
spondents and made him a popular 
hero on both sides of the Atlantic. 

In the eariy weeks of the war 
Janet Murrow helped to evacuate 
schoolchildren from London to foe 
countryside. She also broadcast for 
tiie CBS network, contributing short 
sk^cfaes of Britain at wan Shorfiy be- 
fore Christmas 1940 she or^msed the 
London office of Bundles for Britain, 
working alongside its honorary chair- 
man, Clementine Churchill, who be- 
came a close friend. By the middle of 
1941 American women had sent to 
Britain 500,000 pieces of clothing, 72 
motxle feeding units and $2jm in con- 
tributions. After Churchill became 
Prime Minister the Morrows were 
frequent guests at 10 Downing Street 


ation of graduate candidates for 
the Methodist ministry to be selected 
for Wesley House, a newly built the- 
ological college in Jesus Lane. He 
left with a first, a membership 
card for foe Labour Party in his 
pocket and a reputation for befog 
independent-minded to foe point 
of awkwardn ess. 

He spent 10 years in various 
churches around London, during 
which time he began his open-air 
ministry and rapidly became one 
of foe best-known ministers in 
Methodism, in increasing demand as 
a preacher; though he often had foe 
pews buzzing with disapproval. His 
sceptical views on doctrines such as 
foe Virgin Birth, his fierce attacks 
on capitalism and the arms trade all 
caused outrage. 

Decades before they became 
fashionable causes, he argued for the 
ordination of women, championed 
homosexual rights and attacked 
cruelty to animals. He was one of the 
earliest religious broadcasters, 
heard on air regul a rl y fr om 1935 until 
the outbreak of the Second World 
War, when he was banned because 
of his pacifist views. 

In 1929 he married Marie Dean, 
a beautiful and spirited laity who was 
no mere appendage to her hus- 
band; she made it dear from the 
outset that she had no intention of 
being an unpaid curate. She held the 
family together during his long 
absences, kept his feet firmly on the 
ground and delighted him by her 
wit and independence - she did not 
share his almost fanatical teetotal- 
ism and had doubts about his paci- 
fism. Soper’s family life was a matter 
for animated discussion in theolog- 
ical college drdes in foe 1950s. He 
and Marie had four stunning daugh- 
ters, and Soper would acknowledge 
with a twinkle that his following 
amongst unmarried ministerial stu- 
dents was not entirety explained by 
his great gifts of leadership. 

He was, in 1936, appointed Super- 
intendent of foe Wfest London Mis- 
sion, based at foe Kingsway Hall 
at that time one of foe great London 
pulpits. His friend and fellow 
Methodist preacher Leslie Weath- 
erhead was already parking in the 
crowds at the CityTbmpIe and when 
Edwin Sangster arrived at foe 
Central Hall Westminster; a famous 
Methodist triumvirate was in place 

- identified by irreverent theologi- 
cal students as: Sangster loves God, 
Weatberhead loves foe people and 
Soper loves an argument 

In 1937, Soper became a sup- 
porter of the Peace Pledge Union at 
the urging of foe charismatic Dick 
Sheppard, Vicar of St Martin-in-the- 
Fields, whom he came to venerate. 
A galaxy of prominent pacifists ral- 
lied to a cause lent urgency by foe 
sound of distant gunfire in Europe 

- Bertrand Russell Vera Brittain, 
George Lansbury Aldous Huxley, 
Charles Raven, Siegfried Sassoon 
and George MacLeod. 

Soper was elected Vice-Chairman 
of the union and argued the case for 
pacifism right up to and during the 
Second World Whr. It took a special 
kind of courage to get up at Speak- 
ers’ Comer during the Blitz and tell 
his audience they had a Christian 
duty to love foe enemies who were 
laying waste to British cities every 
night. He and his family lived in a 
shelter under the Kingsway Hall and 
ran a rest and feeding centre for 
those bombed out During the dark- 
est days of wan Soper launched one 
of the initiatives of which he was 
proudest, the Kingsway Preachers, 





Soper at Speakers' Corner, London, in 1993 . He was then 90 


Edward Webb 


afterwards renamed foe Order of 
Christian Witness (OCW) - teams of 
young people who under his lead- 
ership conducted missions in towns 
up and down the country, bringing 
a message which combined evan- 
gelism with social concern. It was 
through foe OCW that a number of 
young Christians who were later to 
become outstanding leaders of the 
Church got their early training. 

Throughout his ministry, Soper 
attracted countless disciples, preem- 
inent amongst whom was Harry 
Morton, later President of the Meth- 
odist Conference and General Sec- 
retary of foe British Council of 
Churches. If anyone was likely to in- 
herit Soper's mantle it was Harry 
Morton, who in his youth was so in- 
fluenced by Soper that he spoke and 
dressed life him He gradually found 
his own distinctive voice as a prophet- 
ic figure on the religious landscape, 
only to be felled by a series of 
strokes at the height of his powers. 

In 1953 Soper was elected Pres- 
ident of the Methodist Conference, 
a minister who fbr one year becomes 
the chief officer of foe Methodist 
Church before befog reduced smart- 
ly to the ranks again - as Soper, 


never lost fora bon mat, put it “One 
year It the next Ex-it" 

The President is expected to be 
a focus of unity and encourage- 
ment for the Methodist people, but 
Soper exploited his temporary pre- 
eminence to attract press coverage 
for views which were anything but 
unifying. When a reporter; prohing 
his pacifist convictions m the light 
of the Cold War; asked him what he 
would do if the Russians invaded 
Britain, he replied. “Welcome them 
with a cup of tea." 

He caused uproar and a certain 
degree of schizophrenia amongst 
Methodists when he criticised foe 
Royal Family for their addiction to 
horse racing. They were, after all 
loyal subjects of foe Queen but also 
traditionally opposed to all forms of 
betting, which, said Soper “involved 
collecting money on a socialist basis 
and distributing it on a capital 
basis", plainly foe wrong way round. 

But foe comment of their Presi- 
dent which upset Methodists most 
was made in the context of the 
growing debate about foe possibil- 
ity of Anglican-Meth odist union. He 
said that, much as he loved Method- 
ism, he feared only slow but certain 


extinction lay ahead for an isolated 
denomination. He did not believe foe 
Methodist tradition had the capac- 
ity to renew itself in isolation from 
the Church of England which was 
foe source of its original inspiration. 

He went on to hope that he would 
end his days as a priest in the 
Church of England, within which, he 
believed, it was Methodism’s destiny 
to be a preaching order The collapse 
of formal union talks between the 
two churches in 1968 grievously 
disappointed him and he became a 
more isolated and detached figure 
in foe denominational landscape, 

though stiD a familiar n amp and face 

in national life. 

The churches were emptying 
and the Kmgsway Hall closed down. 
Soper still had Tower HOI and Speak- 
ers’ Corner, he served on the GLC 
and became an alderman, and then 
in 1965 the Prime Minister Harold 
Wilson, offered Britain's most promi- 
nent Christian socialist a new plat- 
form, in the House of Lords. Donald 
Soper became Baron Soper Some of 
his friends were bewildered; he had 
long advocated the abolition of the 
second chamber and claimed that 
class divisions were at foe root of 


Janet Murrow 


‘Only a girl bom 
in Middletown, 
Connecticut, who 
went to Mount 
Holyoke , would 
think twice about 
inviting in the 
man who saved 
her life V 



On the first night of the London 
Blitz, while Murrow prowled the 
streets gathering information, Janet 
climbed through the roof door of 
their Haliam Street flat, dose to 
Broadcasting House, to watch the 
bombardment of foe East End. As 
foe planes drew nearer she headed 
for the stairway door which had 
snapped shut from the inside. Shrap- 
nel fell around her as she tried des- 
perately to signal for help from 
pedestrians running for shelter in 
foe street below. Eventually she 
caught the attention of a lone passer- 
by who raced up six flights of stairs 
to release her and conduct her safe- 
ty to her fiat Janet subsequently told 
Murrow of her dilemma. Should 
she invite him in for a drink? Would 


he think it improper? She derided 
she had better not 

Murrow, the youngest son of a 
poor lumberman’s family in the 
American North-West laughed up- 
roariously. “Only a girl bom in Mid- 
dletown, Connecticut, who went to 
Mount Holyoke,” he declared, 
“would think twice about inviting in 
the man who had just saved her life!" 

During the heavy bombing of 
London Janet Murrow was again 
busy arranging for the evacuation of 
children, this time not to the Eng- 
lish countryside, but to homes gen- 
erousty offered in the United States. 
She served on the British-American 
liaison Board, which helped to ease 
friction between American Gls and 
British civilians. She travelled 


throughout England lecturing for the 
American Embassy and for the Min- 
istry of Information on American life 
to schools, civil defence units and 
other groups. She also gave a course 
on American history on BBC schools 
programmes. In 1946 she was 
awarded the King’s Medal for Free- 
dom in recognition of her services 
to international understanding. 

In autumn 1941 foe Murrows re- 
turned for a short visit to foe US - 
their first since Chris tmas 1938. On 
7 December they were getting ready 
for a game of golf in Washington to 
be followed by supper at foe White 
House and a private briefing for 
President Roosevelt on the situation 
in Britain. The news of the Japanese 
bombing of foe American fleet at 
Pearl Harbor broke that afternoon. 
When Janet telephoned the White 
House she was told the meal was still 
on. The Murrows ate scrambled eggs 
with Mrs Roosevelt while the Presi- 
dent conducted a cabinet meeting. 

Murrow’s turn in the Oval 
Office came shortly after midnight 
Roosevelt asked him about morale 
in England and told him of the 
actual damage at Pearl Harbor 
“Did this surprise you?” “Yes, Mr 
President" “Maybe you think it 
didn't surprise us!" Murrow said 
later “I believed him." 

The President had not declared 
that his remarks about the damage 
to the fleet were off the record. Janet 
Murrow watched her husband pace 
the hotel room for the rest of that 


right trying to decide whether he 
should tell the story the President 
had giveD him. In the end he decid- 
ed he ought not to, in the interest of 
national security. 

In 1944 Murrow began an affair 
with Pamela Churchill the da ugh ter 
of Lord Digby - foe separated wife 
of Randolph Churchill and latec as 
Pamela Harriman, President Clin- 
ton's ambassador to France. Their 
relationship was open knowledge, 
and Janet Murrow subsequently 
described it as “Quite an experience 
for Ed . . . She was a great beauty." 

In September 1944 Janet, ex- 
hausted both by her work and the 
strain on her marriage, returned to 
foe United States. Murrow sent her 
many consdence-driven letters and 
cables, and in November he flew out 
to join her. They had a holiday in 
Florida, played golf, and had a good 
time, she recalled. 

It was particularly good because 
at 35, after 10 years of repeated dis- 
appointments, Janet found herself 
pregnant Their son. Casey, was 
bom in London in November 1945 
Mrnrow returned to New York in 
mid-December to discuss his future 
with CBS. Pamela, whose divorce 
from Randolph Churchill was now 
absolute, headed also for New York 
and for 10 days she and Murrow 
went everywhere together. He re- 
turned to London to tell Janet he 
wanted a divorce. Three weeks later 
he cabled Pamela in Palm Beach - 
“Casey wins." She was shattered 


Colin morris 


Donald Oliver Soper, minister qfthe 
church: bom London 31 January 
1903; Superintendent. West London 
Mission, Kingsway Hall 1936-78; 
President . Methodist Conference 
1953; created 1965 Baron Soper, 
Chairman, Shelter 1974-78; mar- 
ried 1929 Marie Dean (died 1994: 
four daughters); died London 22 
December 1998. 


M 


many of Britain's problems and 
frequently expre sse d 
sympathies. His justifications were 
tortuous and the simplest explana- 

tionisthemostm&-bewasnever 

one to refuse the offer of a new and 
influential platform from which to 
argue the Christian case, and, if 
the price was a certain amount of 
lordly flummery, so be it 

His last years were punctuated by 
celebrations to mark various m- 

niversaries. On his 90th birthday the 

BBC transmitted a special Songs of 
Praise programme from Hinde 
Street Methodist Church. Thougi he 

had admirers all over foe world and 

a constant stream of visitors found 
their way to Soper’s north London 
hoitie to pay their respects, the 
great public performer was, i n fac t, 
a very private man who had outlived 

his few close friends. Marie’s death 
in 1994 devastated him, and ex- 
posed a deep well of loneliness, 
though he was sustained by 
generations of a loving family. 

Rendered increasingly infirm 
with a fonn of arthritis, he finally be- 
came quite immobile, his mind as 
sharp as ever but his body a dead 

weights twice a week, regardless 
of the weather; he was manhandled 
out of his house into a car and lift- 
ed by main force on to his soapbox 
at Tbwer Hill and Hyde Park. It was 
a majestic demonstration of sheer 
indomitable Christian will 
If his determination to cany on . 
his open-air ministry right to the end - 
was one example of his awesome 
nn^vminriBdness, foe massive con- 
sistency of bis pacifist witness was 
another. Over 70 years be never de- 
viated from the belief that the use 
of force could not in any circum- 
stances be reconciled with the spir- 
it of Christ Wars and conflicts came 
and went and at Speakers’ Corner; 
they were analysed, chewed over 
and argued about Soper’s attempts 
to spell out a better way seemed to 
his critics naive or hopelessly ide- 
alistic, but for him, pacifism was a 
testimony to the perfect law of 
the Kingdom. It was what Jesus 
commanded, and that was that 
He was a prophet, not a strategist, 
arxlttfetoeprophet’sjobtocandown ■ 
the wrath of God an a disobedient so- 
ciety; not to propose detailed prog- 
rammes of action. Confronted on : 
television by coocentratiQD-cainp sur- 
vivors who asked him what other than 
massive force could have smashed 
the Nazi tyranny which destroyed 
them in millions, he had no convino- 1 
ing answers. Bid hte belief inpatifism f 
was not shaken; the critics might 
berate him but he would not budge. 

Donald Soperwas a holy man but 
not a solemn one. Arguably foe most 
influential Methodist leader of foe 
20th century, his unique ministry 
touched the life of church and nation 
at mazy points, and be discharged his 
ordination vows not just with utter 
faithfulness but with that indefinable 
quality, style. His was a gallant, 
debonair faith, yet under all thelay^ 
ers of sophistication he was at heatf 
a simple believer Jesus was his ma£" 
ter and friend right up to the end. 


The Murrows flew home to New 
York in March 1946, leaving many 
friends from their nine years in 
London. Janet was deeply involved 
in motherhood and in establishing 
homes in both New Tforfe City and 
Pawling, NY Ed steadily enhanced 
bis reputation with radio news 
analyses and television documen- 
taries, notably See It Now. the pro- 
gramme which toppled Senator* 
Joseph McCarthy. f|p ; 

In 1961 President Kennedy made 
mm Director of the United States In- 
formation Agency. A heavy drain 
smoker; in 1965 he died of a brain tu- 
mtrnn The Queen had awarded him 
an honorary knighthood shortty be- 
fore his death. 

Janet, who had always hankered 
after an academic career, returned 
to Mount Holyoke College in 1970. 

She worked for nine years in its Art ‘ 

Museum, eventually becoming foe .■ 
Executive Director of the Art Advi- 
soty Committee. She also served tor 

two 10-year terms as a member of • 

foe Board of Trustees, and travelled - 
waely. raismg over $2m on behalf of 
foe college. She frequentiy came 

JS** l on % Periods to stay in 
England, her second home. 


Leonard mxall 

Brewst **, public 

£2?* Middleton, Con-- 


urewster, public 
tom Middleton, Con- 
18 September 191Q; mai 
32 9 ?J dward R Murrow fdfe? 
fr 5 - son); died Needham, 
Massachusetts 18 Decemberim 
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Bill Allen 


^ bill ALLEN was a polymath. He had 
a flair for finding relationships between 
science and design which set him in 
good stead for a wide and varied career. 

Over the years he served as Chief Ar- 
chitect land Deputy Head. Physic-si of 
the Building Research Station. Garston 
mow the BR Establishment), Principal 
of the Architectural Association SchooL 
London (1961-66) and a founding partner 
in 1962 of the London-based ardii^ 
practice of Bickerdike, Allen & Partners 
which currently employs a staff of 50. 

John Bickerdike (who died in 1982) 
and Allen complemented each other in 
the practice. Bickerdike's strength was 
that of the architect-designer while 
Allen's commitment to architecture, sci- 
ence and technology allowed for a wide 
range of commissions. Both worked 
closely together on the designs of the 
Royal College of Music. Manchester, and 
the Royal Academy of Music. London. 

The Bickerdike Allen Partnership has 
become widely known as one of the lead- 
ing-edge consultancies in the field of 
building defects, litigation and repairs. 
It specialises in the resolution of the de- 
sign and constructional problems that 
affect modern buildings. It was howev- 
er in the fields of acoustics, lighting, con- 
structional technologies that Allen 
excelled, and he developed the consul- 
tancy's services in these specialist areas. 
Architect, educator, lecturer, land- 
. scape painter and scientist manque. Bill 
■* Allen came from a distinguished fami- 
ly of Canadian academics. It was his fa- 
ther, a professor of physics at the 
University of Manitoba, who introduced 
his son into the “black art" (as Bill Allen 
called it) of acoustics. His brother is 
Emeritus Professor of Physics at St An- 
drews and his sister was both a pho- 
tographer and an economics professor. 
In 1932, Allen began his career at the 
University of Manitoba's School of Ar- 
chitecture graduating in 1936 with the 
university's Gold Medal 
Forfeiting an opportunity to go to 
Harvard, he moved instead to England 
in 1936. Here he worked for Louis de 
So is son in Welwyn Garden City, where 
he resided for the rest of his life and 
where he designed his family house. He 
-♦lived for his work and his family and 
“^n ever stopped talking about either 
He was a good companion and a to- 
tally reliable source of information and 
good advice. His impish sense of humour 
and wonderful Canadian accent made 
him a great raconteur. He could liven up 
any discussion or even - as I experi- 
enced on many an occasion - a boring 
debate or a dull committee. 

After his stint in de Soisson's office, 
he moved on to the BuOding Research 
Station, near Watford, as a building re- 
searcher There in the post-war period 
he became deputy head of physics and 
■ ^*Pd a BRS acoustics team in the design 
of the Royal Festival Hah. From 1954 to 
1961 he was Chief Architect BRS, before 
taking up the challenging post of Prin- 
cipal of the AA School London, where 
he stayed until 1966 despite the school's 
avant-gardists' distrust of his scientif- 
ic background Fbr some of them ar- 
chitecture and analytical science did not 
mix. Fbr Bill Allen it was inextricable. 

He encouraged the teaching of the 
principles of construction at the AA 
School bringing in many of the build- 
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Principal of the Architectural Association School, London, 1961-66 


ing scientists he had worked with at BRS 
to give lectures, crits and seminars. His 
interest in science and technology was 
leavened by a genuine passion for ar- 
chitectural history and theory. A num- 
ber of architectural historians and 
Modern Movement architect theorists 
came in - including myself - to broad- 
en the basis of teaching in this area. He 
also encouraged the publication of re- 
search studies and technical theses. 

A decade of so ago he changed from 


Bill Allen chaired or served countless 
committees and councils including the 
RIBA of which he was a Vice-President, 
and the Institute of Acoustics, of which 
he was a joint founder He received many 
honours including Commander of the 
Order of Merit, Portugal (for his work fbr 
the Gulbenldan (foundation), an Hon 
LLD from his own university (Manito- 
ba). and honorary fellowships from the 
American and New Zealand Institutes 
of Architects. 


He had an acute awareness of the odd , 
strange and comic events in life ; illustrating 
Arthur Koestler’s contention that such 
associations are the well of creativity 


being a leading acoustics expert- after 
his own hearing failed - to become an 
expert in display lighting, particularly 
the lighting of museums, galleries and 
individual objects as his workatthe Na- 
tional Gallery, Waddesdon Manor (for 
Jacob Rothschild > where he introduced 
pin-point fibre optics into (fispfay cabinets 
to highlight the object and obviate heat 
gain, the Divinity School Oxford, the 
Frick Collection, Newark, and the Gul- 
benkian Museum in Lisbon, a job he was 
still working on the week before he died. 


But honours were not exactly his 
game. His game was work. This he pur- 
sued with intelligence, tremendous en- 
ergy and boundless enthusiasm. He 
combined his huge interest in people, 
places and things with an acute aware- 
ness of the odd, strange and comic 
events in life, thus perfectly illustrating 
his fi-iend Arthur Hoes tier’s contention 
that such associations are the well of 
creativity. A former partner recalls that 
“the harshest criticism he made of an ac- 
quaintance of some 20 years was that he 
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Deaths 


BURGNEJL On Tuesday 22 Dec- 
ember. peacefully in Barnet Gen- 
eral Hospital, Dodo, much-loved 


Byron and Olga- Rmeral 24 
December, 12.45pm, Golders 
Green Crematorium. No flowers, 
donations, if desired, to the 
Association of Jewish Refugees. 

McTAGUE: George. 21 December; 
peaceful^ in hospital, of Harro- 
gate. North Yorkshire, aged 82 
years. Much-loved husband of 
Norah, dear father of Teresa. 
Peter. Michael, Efleen, Paul, 
Moira and Fiona, a dear father- 
in-law and Grandad. Requiem 
Mass will be celebrated at St 
Robert's RC Church, Harrogate, 
on Thursday 24 December 
at 10 -30am, followed by inter- 
ment at Stnnefall Cemetery, 
Harrogate. Any enquiries to 
Mahony & Ward. Pudsey. tele- 
phone 0113 2565209. 

^WELL-JONES: Robert 

'"ttunes. beloved son of Ann 
Paludan and John Powell- Jones, 
father of Stella. Died in York, 17 
December Rmeral St George's 
RC Church, George Street, \ork. 
Ham. 24 December 


APPOINTMENTS 

Mr Richard Muir, to be 
ambassador to the State of 
Kuwait. 

Mr BUI Stow, to be UK 
Deputy Permanent Repre- 
sentative to the European 
Union at Brussels. 


Changing of the guard 

The Household Cavalry 


Births, 
Marriages 
& DEATHS 


Memorial 

Services 


SAINS BURY: A service of thanks- 
giving fbr the life and work of 
Lord Sainsbury will be held in St 
Margaret's Church, Westminster 
Abbey at noon on Thursday 14 
January. Those wishing to 
attend are asked to apply in 
writing, enclosing a stamped 
addressed envelope, to: The 
Assistant Receiver General 
(Protocol), Room 14, The 
Chapter Office, 20 Dean's Yard. 
Westminster Abbey, London 
SWlP SPA Tickets will be 
posted by 7 January. 


Announcements for BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, 
Memorial services. Wedding 
anniversaries. In memoriam) are 
charged at BS.S0 a Cue I VAT extra i. 


Dr David Clark MP, 
to be Chairman of the 
Atlantic Council of the Unit- 
ed Kingdom. 

The Most Rev Dr R.H.A. 
Fam es. Archbishop of 
Armagh and Primate of All 
Ireland, to be an Honorary 
Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn. 


Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, Ham. 


Birthdays 

Emperor Alahito of Japan. 
65: Queen Silvia of Sweden. 
55; Sir Franklin Berman, 
legal adviser, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, 59; 
Mrs Christine Bic knell for- 
mer Chairman, CSSB. 79; Sir 
Norman Biggs, banker, 91; 
Lord Blake, former Editor. 
Dictionary of National Biog- 
raphy. 82; Mrs Helen B Tin- 
ton MP, 44; Professor 
Timothy Burt Master. Hat- 
field College, Durham Uni- 
versity. 47; Mr David Davis 
MP, 50; Sir Peter Davis, 
chief executive. Prudential 
Cozporation, 56; Mr Maurice 
Denham, actor, 89; Mr John 
Guinness, chairman, British 
Nuclear Fuels. 63; Mr Yousuf 
Karsh, portrait photographer 
90; Mr Graham Kelly, former 
chief executive, the {football 
Association, 53; Professor 
Peter Lachmann, President 
Royal College of Pathologists. 
67; Miss Belinda Lang, 
actress, 45; Mr Christopher 
Lawrence, goldsmith, silver- 
smith and modeller, 62; Miss 
Joan QnenneLL former MR 
75; Mr Helmut Schmidt, for- 
mer Chancellor of the Feder- 
al Republic of Germany. 80; 
The Rev Christopher Turn- 
er, former Headmaster, 

Dean Close and Stowe 
Schools, 69; Mr Rayner 
Unwin, chairman, Unwin 
Enterprises. 73. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Robert Barclay. 
Quaker writer; 1648: Frans 


van Mieris the Younger, 
painter, 1689; Sir Richard 
Arkwright, inventor of the 
spinning frame. 1732; Alexan- 
der L Tsar of Russia, 1777; 
Jean-Franeois Cbampollion. 
Egyptologist and decipherer 
of the Rosetta Stone. 1790; 

C had e s -Au gus Lin Sainte- 
Beuve. writer and critic, 

1804; Joseph Smith, founder 
of the Mormons (Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints), 1805; “Lord" George 
Sanger, circus proprietor. 
1827: Joseph Arthur; first 
Baron Rank, miller and film 
magnate, 188 8. 

Deaths: Henri I de de Lor- 
raine, third Due de Guise, 
assassinated 1588; William 
Davison, Scottish Secretary 
of State to Queen Elizabeth L 
1608; George Catlin, artist 
and writer, 1872; Laurence 
Oliphant, journalist and trav- 
eller, 1888: Jean-Baptiste 
Edouard Detaille, painter, 
1912; Anthony Herman 
Gerard Fokker, aircraft 
designer; 1939; Charles Dana 
Gibson, artist and illustrator, 
1944; Hideki Tojo, former 
Japanese prime minister, 
hanged 1948; Eric Coates, 
composer, 1957; Edward 
Frederick Lindley Wood, first 
Earl of Halifax, viceroy of 
India. 1959. 

On this day: HMS Bounty, 
commanded by William 
BLigh, sailed from Spithead 
for the South Seas, 1787; the 
poem “Twas the Night 
Before Christmas" tits true 
title was “A Visit from St 
Nicholas”), by Clement 


Clarke Moore, was printed in 
the Troy Sentinel, New York, 
1823; Joseph Hansom patent- 
ed a type of cab. 1834: the 
AJdwych Theatre. London, 
opened, 1905: a bomb was 
thrown at Lord Hardinge. 
Viceroy of India, as he 
entered the new capital at 
Delhi 1912; the Federal 
Reserve Bank was founded 
in the United States, 1913; in 
Germany, Marin us Van der 
Lubbe, a Dutchman, was 
found guilty of setting fire to 
the Reichstag and was 
sentenced to death. 1933; 
Managua, capital of 
Nicaragua, was destroyed by 
an earthquake, with a loss of 
12,000 lives, 1972. 

Today is the Feast Day of St 
Dagobert II of Austrasia, St 
Frithebert, St John of Kanti, 
St Servulus, the Ten Martyrs 
of Crete, St Thorlac and 
Saints Victoria and Anatolia. 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Caroline Rimmell 
“Ceramic Tiles", 2pm. 


Luncheons 

HM Government 
Mr George Robertson MR 
Secretary of State for 
Defence, was the host at a 
luncheon held yesterday at 
Admiralty House, London 
SWl, in honour of Mr Rudolf 
Scharping, Minister for 
Defence oi the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 


r i s3i t v s i 

Historical Notes 

ALAN RUSH 

Rape, pillage and 
slaughter in Baghdad 


had never told Bill a joke!” Allen was 
never bored by office routine, but always 
encouraged those around him to achieve 
ingenious results ofhigb quality whether 
a report or a design. 

Over the past few weeks Allen had 
lectured in the US and after returning 
home immediately went straight off to 
Lisbon to continue work on the third re- 
design of the layout of the Gulbenkian 
Museum. By all accounts, be came 
home exhausted and ended up in 
hospital in Welwyn Garden City. 

At the age of 75. Allen had relin- 
quished his partnership in the practice 
to become a consultant and to give him- 
self the time to produce his book The 
Building Envelope (1997). It was no or- 
dinary technical handbook, rather an ex- 
traordinary account of both a technical 
subject and a career. It was inspired and 
dedicated to his own mentor, R. Fftz- 
maurice of the BRE, the main author of 
Principles qf Modem Building, the first 
volume of which was issued in 1939. Itwas 
Fitzraaurice who, as Allen explains, fu- 
elled his own enthusiasm fora marriage 
between architecture and science. His 
book, with its autobiographical slant, is 
itself a record of this union. 

Dennis Sharp 

WUliam Alexander Allen, architect: 
bom Winnipeg, Canada 29 June 1914; 
CBE 1980; married Tessa Pearson 
( two sons); died Welwyn Garden City, 
Hertfordshire 14 December 1998. 


RECENT ATTACKS on Iraq 
have been regretted by al- 
most everyone familiar with 
the history of that benighted 
land Its historical records 
are packed with evidence 
that it was a dangerous place 
long before Saddam Hussein 
gained power. And so it will 
surely remain until generals 
and statesmen, like schol- 
ars, attempt to enter the 
Arab mind and learn from 
the past Meanwhile, ancient 
conflicts are re-enacted with 
the same results - the alien- 
ation of the Iraqi people and 
the prolongation of a tradition 
of violence that has haunted 
Baghdad for centuries. 

Founded in AD 762 as the 
capital of the Abhasid Caliphs, 
Baghdad became a centre of 
Islamic culture and a nodal 
point on the trade routes 
connecting India. Persia and 
China with Europe and Asia 
Minor. The decline that fol- 
lowed its subjection to the 
Mongols in 1258 ended in the 
16th century when it joined 
the Ottoman Empire. After 
Turkey's defeat in the First 
World War, the region be- 
came a British mandate. With 
British support a Hashemite 
monarchy was established in 
1921. Its British connections 
were always unpopular and 
never more so than after the 
Suez crisis. In July 1958, the 
royal family was massacred 
and Iraq became a republic 
in which the Baath socialist 
party acquired the powers 
which are now monopolised 
by Saddam Hussein. 

Against this backdrop, the 


early 19th century stands out 
as a period of strife, destitu- 
tion and foreign interven- 
tion. The region, then called 
Mesopotamia or Thridsh Ara- 
bia, was ruled fly Mamelukes. 
Although officially servants of 
the Ottoman sultans in Con- 
stantinople, they wielded 
power locally. Like Saddam 
Hussein, however, they lived 
in constant dread of deposi- 
tion - or worse. Of the nine 
Mamelukes who ruled Iraq 
until 1831, six were either 
murdered or executed. 

The last Mameluke ruler, 
Daud Pasha, was born in Ti- 
flis in 1767. He was sold as a 
pretty child in Baghdad's 
slave market and later in life 
he exploited his looks, erudi- 
tion and connections to en- 
sure a brilliant career As 
"Rasha of Baghdad, Bussorah 
and CourdLstan” he dazzled 
visitors with the splendour of 
his audience chamber, the 
uniforms of his guards, the 
ceremonials of his court “His 
state,” wrote the dilettante 
and archaeologist Sir Robert 
Ker Porter, “was perfectly 
that of a royal prince.” Be- 
neath the surface, however, 
violence was endemic. Ac- 
counts of the period state that 
“towns and lands were sold 
to be governed by this or that 
favourite slave or genial 
courtier, Aghas still bullied, 
troopers still raped and 
robbed”. British traders de- 
plored the Pasha’s disap- 
proval of their privileges, 
while the Sultan, Mahmud CL, 
as a moderniser and devotee 
of Rossini operas, consid- 


ered him and all Mamelukes 
an offensive anachronism. In 
1830 orders arrived from 
Constantinople: Daud Pasha 
must surrender his authori- 
ty to direct Turkish rule. 

The events which followed 
his refusal to obey were hor- 
rifying. After the strangling of 
the Sultan's emissary, Turk- 
ish armies were sent to install 
the appointed successor. Ali 
Ridha. Meanwhile another 
force had arrived - the plague. 
In April 1831, 7,000 people fell 
victim to it. As Ali Ridha 's 
sponsors besieged Baghdad 
famine set in. Dogs devoured 
the dead while orphans wept 
and adults looted and burned 
the grandest houses includ- 
ing the Pasha’s. The Tigris 
river then flooded its banks 
and destroyed 7,000 houses. 

In September Daud Pasha 
accepted a compromise en- 
abling him to save his honour 
and guarantee his Mamel- 
ukes compensation for ac- 
cepting the new regime. The 
latter were assembled in the 
palace courtyard when Ali 
Ridha made his entry. Within 
minutes his Albanian guards 
bad received secret orders. 
Rushing forward they slaugh- 
tered the Mamelukes to a 
man. Meanwhile Daud Pasha 
bad left Baghdad for his estate 
at Bursa. After a period of rest, 
be became Wali of Bosnia 
and, finally, Guardian of the 
Prophet’s Tomb at Medina, 
where he died in 1851. 

Alan Rush is the editor erf 
Ttecords of Iraq’ (Archive 
Editions: 15 volumes, £3395) 


‘There won’t be a 
Christmas in Lockerbie’ 


LOCKERBIE AWOKE yester- 
day to a chill grey sky and a 
noisy reminder that smalltown 
life would never be the same 
again. A Sea King helicopter 
clattered overhead, disturbing 
the dawn. It swung towards 
the hills at the eastern edge of 
town. There, the night before, 
a horror story had unfolded. 
Wreckage from the stricken 
jumbo jet and dozens of bodies 
had hurtled through the dark- 
ness to the ground Part of an 
engine came to rest by a 
beech tree. The bodies were 
strewn about the grass fields. 

Retired policeman Alan Place 
heard a bang a whistling noise, 
and then the sound of debris 
falling on his roof. He joined the 
, search for survivors, but found 
only bodies: 40 within one and 
a half miles of his home. He said 
yesterday: "They had bounced 
and left craters in the ground. 
It was an horrific sight.’’ 

Down the slope, in a field 
abutting back gardens in Rose- 
bank Crescent there were three 
aircraft seats, still joined tog- 
ether A Pan American In-Flight 
Duty Free Shop brochure was 
stuck on a fence. “Play and win. 
See inside" was written across 
the bottom right-hand corner. 

An AA sergeant, Scott Max- 
well was one of the first people 
on the scene. He called in 
emergency services on his van 
radio after the crash had put 
local telephones out of opera- 
tion. Mr Maxwell had just fin- 
ished work, and returned to his 
home in West Acres, Lockerbie, 
when the crash happened. 
“Even through the closed cur- 
tains I could see a massive or- 
ange ball lighting up the outside 
of the house," he said. “My 
daughter was upstairs in her 
bedroom and started scream - 


AT THE small Arno Bay 
Hotel, in Port Lincoln, 
Australia, there has been 
controversy over plans 
for a casino. Wowsers are 
against it 

The MP Nick Xenophon* 
no less, claims that “this 
isn’t about being a wowser. 
this is a social-impact 
issue”. That's their problem, 
bat for as the surprise is 


% 
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At 7.03pm on 21 
December, Pan Am 
Flight 103 blew up over 
Lockerbie . Mark 
Douglas Home reports 
from Dumfriesshire 


ing. 1 rushed outside and saw 
a ball of flame 200 yards to the 
rear of the house. 

“It hit the main road and 
then bounced on the top of the 
houses there. The devastation 
was horrific. The damage to the 
houses, the bodies -words just 
can't describe it.” 

The wreckage hurtled over 
the railway lines which dissect 
the town, and headed wesL It 
sliced off the roofs of some 
houses overlooking the busy 
A74 dual carriageway, the main 
road from Glasgow to Carlisle. 
Then it flattened maybe six 
others, setting them alight 

In the mayhem of falling 
wreckage and a blazing show- 
er from thousands of gallons of 
spilled jet fuel a huge crater 
was formed beside the east- 
ernmost carriageway. Five cars 
travelling south on the road 
were engulfed, their occupants 
dead. A maroon Vauxhall Cav- 
alier was still there yesterday 
morning. Its mock-tigerskin 
upholstery was sprinkled with 
glass from the broken wind- 
screen. It was angled across the 
carriageway, which had com- 
pletely disappeared beneath 
mud and boulders gouged from 


the crater, some 70 yards long 
and 15 deep. 

The wreckage which caused 
this terrible damage must near- 
ly have passed over the home 
of Annie Rafferty, 77. She was 
out when the disaster hap- 
pened, but she could not return 
to her home on Wednesday 
night Two boulders bad torn 
through the roof of the building. 
Yesterday morning, after 
spending a night at the King's 
Arms, she tidied up her 
doorstep with a dustpan. “It’s 
terrible, it’s terrible. It really is," 
she said. "What a crash that 
must have been. There were 
bairns too. It’s pathetic." 

In a few seconds, this quiet 
respectable market town in 
Dumfriesshire had become a 
disaster area. On Wednesday 
night the roads were foil of po- 
lice cars, fire engines, ambu- 
lances and flashing lights. The 
town hall had become a mortu- 
ary. 'Die community centre was 
a resting place for emergency 
teams drafted in from all around. 

An RAF mountain -rescue 
Land Rover was parked on the 
pavement outside the Presto 
supermarket. The cars of 
scores of television crews, re- 
porters and photographers 
lined the main street But there 
was still tinsel in the shop win- 
dows. In Moffats, a newsagent's 
in the high street Margaret 
Tweedie sold the papers as 
usual. The front pages told 
of the night's tragedy. “Every- 
one is very sad. They are 
devastated,” Mrs Tweedie said 

“It's horrifying really. There 
certainly won't be a Christmas 
in Lockerbie." 

From die front page of ‘T he 
Independent’, Friday 23 
December 1988 


WORDS 

Christopher 
hawtree 
wowser, n. 

that this word - etymology 
maddeningfy obscure, and 
a strange first syllable for 
something that means a 
killjoy - was in recent use in 


both England and America 
before becoming Australian. 

In 1963 The Economist 
called Barry Goldwater an 
“alien wowser” and The 
Times to 1977 described the 
licensing laws as “the work 
of wowsers”, while Pierre 
Trudeau made the stylish 
remark, to Australia, that 
“you have iwnuserism; we 
have Toronto”. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazeue Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 
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You ask the questions 



v ^ aU v 


(Such as: Richard Dawkins, do people find you 
intimidating? Or have you made science sexy?) 


jiN nos«* 



R ichard Dawkins, evo- 
lutionary biologist 
and author of The 
Selfish Gene, was 
bom in Nairobi in 
1341. He was educ- 
ated at Oxford University and be- 
came the first Charles Simonyi 
Professor of the Public Under- 
standing of Science at Oxford Uni- 
versity in 1995. He lives in Oxford 
with his third wife, the actress Lalla 
Ward, best known for her role in Dr 
Who, has a daughter; Juliet, from 

a previous marriage. His latest 
book. Unweaving the Rainbow, is 
published by Penguin. 


professional biologists. The statis- 
tician in me reluctantly points out 
that even this is less of a link than 
you might think- because it is hard 
to Tiflme a book Lalla has not read. 


understood no German). Or Hilaire 
Belloc’s "lb the BaQioI men stin in 
Africa". Tl-ite but... see what I mean 
about being soppy? 


Would you say Darwin is sexist, 
and would you say you’re sexist? 
Andrea Crane, Norbury 
I don't think Darwinism is particu- 
larly sexist But if it were, Tm afraid 
that would be justtough, for the truth 
is no respecter of political prefer- 
ences. I disapprove of discrimination 
against (and in favour of) women. I 
support what 1 think of as the good 
parts of feminism, while laughing at 
the pretentious parts - like saying 
gender when you mean sex. I get an 
obscure pleasure from the fact that 
more than half these questions were 
sent in by women. Is that sexist? 


Was Mother Teresa selfish? 

Jane Appleby, Nottingham 
The answer may be a surprising 
"Yes". A good case has been made 
that Mother Teresa was callously 
un compassionate towards her pat- 
ients, being more interested in sav- 
ing their “souls" than in reliering 
their s uffering. She may have be- 
lieved she was buying her place in 
heaven. Others have devoted their 
lives to deeds as saintly as Mother 
Teresa’s, but without her hope of 
posthumous reward. 


Would it be true to say that you 
have a rather shallow under- 
standing of religion? 

Kevin O’Donnell, Crowthome 
I doubt that religion can survive deep 
understanding The shallows are its 
natural habitat The Bible as liter- 
ature should be a compulsory part 
of the national curriculum ^ -you cant 
understand English literature and 
culture without it Meanwhile, we 
should devote as much time to 
studying serious theology as we de- 
vote to studying serious fairies and 
serious unicorns. 


“After sleeping throng a hundred 

mill inn centuries, we have finally 
opened our eyes on a sumptuous 
planet, sparkling with colour boun- 
tiful with life. .. Isn’t it sad to go to 
your grave without ever wondering 
wfiy you were born? Who, with such 
a thought, would not spring from bed, 
eager to resume discovering the 
world and rejoicing to be part of it?" 


pressed by religion. Just as anybody 
who writes exceptionally clearly is 
damned as “simplistic", it is often 

assumed that apybodywho feels ex- 
ceptionally strongly about some- 
thing must therefore be emotional 
or irrational, fanatical or tr aumafe ed 
in childhood. 


Your books completely changed 
the way I see the world: what do 
you Hi ink the nuyor effect of The 
Blind Watchmaker or The Selfish 
Gene has been? 

Barry Shamplin, Itfbrd 
I am happy, and a bit humbled, to tell 
you that quite a lot of readers have 
said something similar. 


What is your favourite way of 
relaxing? : ' 

Louisa DiUon, Primrose HiR 
In human intercourse. - .-.j ■ 


I hated biology at school bat loved 
your book. Have you made science 
sexy? 

Chloe Gibbard, Colchester 
Not for me to say. I hope you think so. 


Is there some sort of arcane link 
between your background and 
the fact that your wife, Lalla. was 
in Dr Who? 

Joanna Martin, ComxoatL 
No. But she did read Darwin’s Ori- 
gin of Species when she was 14 and 
before we met she had read all my 
books, including The Extended 
Phenotype which was written for 


Who would you most like to have 
dinner with tonight? 

Hanlon, Warwick 
David Attenborough. I actually am 
supposed to be haring dinner with 
him tonight but I'm developing a 
cough and have a homhfafeelingrm 
going to have to cancel 


You seem so cynical about human 
life - how can yon bear to get op 
in the mornings? 

Sara Moore, Aston 
Unweaving the Rainbow opens 
with this very question. And 1 quote 
from later in the book: 


iba are very emotional on the 
subject of religion. Did yon suffer 
from religion in your childhood? 
Joan Modlin, East Dulwich 
The answer to your rather patron- 
ising question is no, I had a liberal 
upbringing and was never op- 


You’ve got such a reputation for 
being eleven are people intimi- 
dated by yon? 

Ian Usbome, Edinburgh ■ 
Obrioustylhope not ffmy hopesare 
wrong, I am nonplussed, ewmbtirt j H 
I dont think anybody who realty;. ** 
knows me thinks J am intimidatin g 
And Tm not particularly deves; per- 
haps just dear. I suspect that some 
people find clarity in timidating - - • 


YOU ASK THE QUESTIONS 


IN TWO WEEKS' TIME: DJ JOHN PEEL, THEN 
DAYTIME TV PRESENTERS RICHARD AND JUDY 


What would you most like to be 
remembered for? 

Jidia Norris, Saljbrd ' 

In the words of HQafre Belloc: r : 
“When 1 am gone, I hope itmay be 
said / His sins were scarlet, but his 
books were read." 


When was tbe last time you cried? 
Kathy Atkinson, Sheffield 
I am quite a soppy person and a book 
can bring me to tears. It doesn’t have 
to be sad. It may have been Lalla 's 
beautiful voice reading Gertrude’s 
lines on the death of Ophelia. Or the 
story of Einstein's last words (for 
ever unknown because the nurse 


Send questions for DJ John Peel, 
and TV husband-and-wife team 
Richard Madeley and Judy 
Finnegan to: You Ask The Questions, 
Features, The Independent, l Cana- 
da Square. Canary Wharf, London, 
E14 5DL (fax 0171-293 2182; e-mail 
yourquestions<a independentco.uk) 
by noon on Thursday. 31 December 


# 

T 

fi 



Would you describe yourself as 
selfish? 

Simon Eldon, StNeots . 

In less happy, times, a publication 
once asked me to compose xqy own 
epitaph, and because it was a char- 1 
itable publication I obliged. 

“Others lived beyond his means: 
a grvei; not a taker He was less self- 
ish than his genes; more blind thati 
his watchmaker” 


The Irritations of modern Life 


20: ROUND ROBIN LETTERS BY ROSS CLARK 


ITS THAT time of year 
again: when the round 
robins come bob, bob 
bobbin’ through your 
letterbox. By Christmas 
Eve you’ll know all about 
Martha’s hip operation, will 
have heard about Clive and 
Louise’s trip to Hawaii, and 
will know why poor Elmer 
can't be with the family this 
Christmas. 

Round robins always 
pose the same question: 
who the hell are all these 
people? You probably 
haven't seen the sender for 
several years, let alone 
their friends and 
acquaintances. You’re never 
going to meet them, either 
because one of the main 
objects of a round robin 
letter is to describe, in 
luxuriant detail, all the 
family feasts that Derek 
and Sheila couldn't quite 
find room to invite you to. 
"The party to celebrate our 
25th wedding anniversary 
in July was blessed with 


golden sunshine...” Hey. 
what party, you hear 
yourself saying. How come I 
wasn't asked? 

It is only in the last five 
years that the round robin 
letter has taken off here. 
Before that, the only one 
you got was from that nice 
couple from Alabama you 
once met in a B&B in 
Salcombe. When their 
round robin arrived you 
read it out loud and had a 
good giggle. Ah, well, you 
said, those Americans! But 
it’s not just Americans any 
more. It’s Dick and Vera 
from Carshalton, Reg and 
Marigold from Ipswich. 

But what is the point of a 
people as reticent as the 
English trying to give their 
news on a photocopied 
sheet of A4? If something 
genuinely interesting has 
happened in the last 12 
months, they're not going to 
tell you about it They never 
say: "In May, Dick had a 
brief fling with his 


wmm 








No round robins please, 
we’re British Gary Doak 

secretary. Vera’s first 
instinct was to seek a 
divorce and screw him for 
every penny, but now 
they’re trying to patch 
things up for the sake of the 
children." You never get 
one admitting: “Ryan’s been 
terribly troubled by his 
acne this year. We think it 
was the anxiety that led to 
his being pulled up for 


shoplifting in WH Smith’s 
in Basingstoke, but it's all 
behind him now and the 
new cream is working well." 

No, all you get is a 
commentary of the weather 
at family events: showers at 
Brian and Julia's wedding, 
five degrees of frost at 
great-aunt Bertha's funeral. 

What a blissful age it was 
before the word processor 
was invented, when your 
fourth cousin three times 
removed couldn’t run off 
100 identical letters at the 
press of a button. 

Technology can’t be 
uninvented, but there is one 
tactic you can use to defend 
yourself just send a card 
back and write: “What a 
splendid idea to send your 
Christmas greetings in a 
chain lettec I think we did 
what we were supposed to 
do: we sent photocopies to 
10 people picked at random 
from the phone book. Good 
luck to you too in ’99." 

That should stop them. 


Suspect on his way 


to Santa’s Grotto’ 


Retailers may complain about recession on the high street this Christmas, 


but there's still one business that’s booming: shoplifting. By E mm a Cook 
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Legal Notices 


Metro Hearts 


AR IMRE LX. Cyril William Alexandra Arthrell. otherwise 
Cyril William ArthrelL late of Hoo, Rochester, Kent, died 
there on ISt July 199S. i Estate about OU.Q00). 

BING, nee D.ANM Joan Elsie Bing nee Dann, Widow, late 
of Gillingham. Kent, died there on 15 April 19*18. (Estate 
about flRjXOl. 

BOWDEN, formerly Collin gw ood nee Bland, Dorothy 
Bowden formerly Colli ngwood nee Bland. Widow, late of 
Lougbtorough. Leicestershire, died there on 29 April 1997. 
(Estate about £b.0Q0j. 

BUTLER, Donald Graham Butler, late of Hove. East 
Sussev. died at Brighton. East Susses on 4 November 1996. 
(Estate about £3SJJ00). 

CLARKE. Raymond Thomas Clark* otherwise Raymond 
Clarke, bte of Bruton, London SW2, died at Lambeth, 
London SE1 on 2S April 1997. (‘Estate about £10.000). 
DEAMER. John Thomas Sherwood Dcamer, late of 


Northampton. Northamptonshire, died there on 21 
No vembe r 1997. (Estate about £5^00). 

FOSTER. Frederick Foster; otherwise Frederick Thomas 
Foster, late of Southsea. Hampshire, died at Gosport, 
Hampshire on 13 July 1998. ("Estate about £20.5001. 
OSBORNE, Edgar Ronald Osborne, late of Walsall, West 
Midlands, died there oo 7 January 1998. (Estate about 
£15,000). 

REP5E. Juris Repse, late of Westminster, London SWL 
died there on 10 June 1992. (Estate about £5jUOO|. 

STORK. Samuel Stork, late of Sheffield, South Yorkshire, 
died there on 17 February 19SS. (Estate about £200.0)0). 
SZAFRAN, Bronislaw Szafran. otherwise Bruno Szafran, 
laic of Ilford, Essex, died then: on 22 September 1996. 
(Estate about £80,000). 

TEMBLEIX Evelyn Temblctt, Spinster, laic of Bristol, 
Avon, died there on 29 June 1998. (Estalc about £10.000). 
WILLIAMS. Thomas Williams, late or Shcrbura HOI, 
Durham, died (here on 18 October 1998. (Estalc about 
£35.000). 

Tbe Widow, Widower and Kin of tbe above nam«i are 
requested lo apply to (he Treasury Solicitor (B.V.). Queen 
Anne's Clumbers, 28 Broadway. London SW1H 9JS, (ailing 
which the Treasury Solicitor may take steps to administer 
the estate. 


No. 006755 of 1998 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
ROLLS-ROYCE & 
PARTNE RS FI NANCE 
LIMITED 
- and - 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
llui the Older of tbe Hi-h Court 
of Juvire | Chancery Drrtu-jfl I 
dated I'j December 1998 
omlirauiu: the rvduciun of the 
capital of the above-named 
Gmrpany train U5S 200,000 Jim 
to USS-J-t.457.hlu and the 


m fee matter d 

CATERNET CENTRES LTD 
And In the Matter of Hie 
inaneney Ad 1S88 

Hegewefl mmtar 2969038 
nssn at hau& Smofv and mar 
at new 4M used Catoing Equipment 
Trade eajsticstiatr 45 
Ad B i m ratto n otw madr 30 it 1896 
amoTABS mwur wawras ud 

HKtUB. HEUSTT HOTTOM 
ft OiawUaen t;) 

ot C. Jacobs & Go 

Femusson House. 724/128 tty Road. 

London EC1V2NJ 

Office itoBa note) 5428 art 6453 


Lay to, 
rest tffeb 
ghost of 


st M . 


MimiK appnnned hy tin- High 
Cnurt sb-.minc with respect i J die 


Gxirt sb-.minp with respect to die 
capital of the Company as *llocd 
the several particulars requited 
by I he above ■nxiuianod Act 
were registered by the Registrar 
of Companies m 17 December 
!*»«. 

Dated: 18 December I99S 
Mass Frnhfickfc 
65 Fleet Street 

London BOY I HS 
Ref: GBN'JB 

Solicitors for the abovv -named 
Company 


The t nsub e ncy M 1966 
CONTURA LANDSCAPES 
LIMITED 
(In Un ui d ad oo) 

Nona S HMEBY GIVEN L 
frier Usuis ontppMai S AfltMnc 
12 H*t» Sweet MincheKtlM lOO 
was rooted Iterator of the 
abow Mined Company by the 
M emb e rs and Creditors on 16* 
December m. 

PETH LOMASt Iterates 


and cfecover a 
brisker future in 
the personals. 


V2!£lPW8MHlSf 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER for that special 
dare. 1882-1988. most Mas wafr 
able. Ideal birthday glfL Remem- 
ber Whan, let 01 B1 -888 6323. Or 
CALL FRS DS00 530 000. 


The braotanev Ad 1986 
HOUSE OF [EMMA LIMITED 
(to liquidMionl 


The h«>J*enCT Ad 1986 
PENTACTIVt LIMITED 


PEKTACTIVE LIMITED 
(to Lyyiidjttonl 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN dial 
Maunce Raymond DotringUt HM 


«J Protean & Ante*. 4 
ChmhNse Squ**, tendon. ECIM 
SEN was Appointed bqmton oi #» 
said Company by At Ocdfen on 
nth Doctnfer 1996, 

MX DOCT1NCTON. liquidity 


NOTICE IS HEKEBr GIVEN Lhsi 
Mum Pjynund Domna* FIPA 
oi Pwplaan & Appleby, 4 
Ouiwmcusc Square, londot, ECIM 
was aoMiied Lqurtaww of *e 
Mid Canpany by the memtus and 
ciwfctoiyon tnbDeoanber 1998 


M.C DORR1NGTON. Liquidsor 


hfto Haller of 
CATERING EQUIPMENT 
WAREHOUSES LTD 
awl hi Ida Matter el M haolTBscy 
ACM98S 

Rft^sfend number. Z789421 
Kilum at busness 5tn8y *>d inaaBa- 
hm oi eatemq moment 
Trane dassdKahoir. 45 
MmftSbatmi mder math. 30.1 1 . T9S8 
CHnSTAKS MICHAEL UtCOVl OB aed 
MBHH. IBBBfT HRT1M 
Ad mtotoa l Brt sl 

ol C Jacoto & Co 

Fogussiv House. 12V1J8 Cty Road. 

Lomon ECTV 2NJ 

Office hoHar no(s). 5428 art $4$3 


To advertise in this section 


please call the 

Classified Team 


on 0171 293 2347. 


ADRIAN STANDS motionless 
behind a display of men’s 
underpants, staring fixedly at 
an elderly gentleman fishing 
through a rack of socks. He 
looks innocent enough, but 
within minutes he’s been 
singled out from the swarm of 
last-minute Christmas shop- 
pers in Selfridges on Oxford 
Street “Ybu get a second sense 
about people." says Adrian, 
darting from behind his Calvin 
Klein camouflage to another 
vantage point - a potted palm 
beside one of Selfridges' grand 
white pillars. “Sometimes you 
can't pretend to be a shopper 
you have to find a spot to get a 
really close view of the sus- 
pect,” he explains. 

It’s hardly the high drama of 
Cops, but Adrian Pannett 38, 
Selfridges' chief store detective, 
has his moments. A high-speed 
chase through women’s separ- 
ates, perhaps, even a scuffle in 
Santa's Grotto. Recently, a 
woman stuffed so much mer- 
chandise down her leggings, 
they ended up around her 
ankles when she tried to sprint 
down Oxford Street. Another 
woman embarrassed Adrian 
acutely by shouting “Rape!" 
as he chased her out through 
the door. And there was the 
man who tried to leg it with a 
solitaire diamond worth £7,000. 
When Adrian collared him in 
the perfumery department, he 
threw it high in the air, shout- 
ing “This one's on me, darling". 

Two days before Christmas, 
the season of reckless criminal 
activity has reached its zenith. 
Peace and good will don’t ex- 
tend to crime, which flourish- 
es from the end of November 
until the end of the New Year 
sales - shoplifting offences rise 
by 10 per cent. A retail crime 
survey carried out by the 
British Retail Consortium says 
there’s been a huge increase in 
theft in the last year - it is up 
by 42 per cent, costing shops 
nearly £47m. Shoplifting last 
year cost £l.83bn, including 
crime prevention measures. 

Last year, Asda lost £l.3m to 
theft It adopted a “zero toler- 
ance" policy, now adopted by 
other stores, whereby shop- 
lifters face a bill for compen- 
sation, paying around £130 per 



He’s behind you: Adrian Pannett on duty in Selfridges 


offence to cover legal fees. 

Most shops are gearing up 
for a grimmer festive period 
than usual after a year dogged 
by threats of a world-wide re- 
cession Even in Selfridges, tbe 
crowds seem thinner than 
usual Pannett has caught 30 
per cent more shoplifters this 
Christmas than last - though 
it’s hard to know whether fin- 
ancial gloom has tempted more 
ingenues, or surveillance has 
improved. Selfridges has in- 
vested in 160 state-of-the-art se- 
curity cameras and has 12 store 
detectives on the shop floor. 

In the hi-tech security cen- 
tre. lined with television 
screens, Adrian, who used to 
work in the Marines, shows me 
a “Best of...” video: a series of 
fumbling opportunists caught 
on camera. In some cases their 
sheer gall is impressive: people 
who stalk out of the food hall 
with a frozen turkey pushed 
down their trousera, or pile 20 
designer jumpers inside a coat 
You almost pity the nervous 
ones, looking like frightened 
rabbits as they pick up clothes 
or books, shaking, looking 
around, then putting them 


back. “They’re the ones who Ve 
been hit by adrenalin,” says 
Adrian. “They can’t see any- 
thing. Their heart ’s racing You 
can tell it’s getting to them.” 

Once they’re caught Adrian 
takes them to a holding-room 
until the police arrive. It sounds 
pretty grim: cameras, no door 
handle on the inside and no win- 
dows. Adrian says: "Sometimes 
we do close the door on them 
- we’ve had people who puli out 
knives, syringes.” 

After 18 years Adrian has a 
pretty good idea of the domin- 
ant categories that "lifters” 
as he calls them, can fall fato’ 
A noticeboard behind him is 
covered with details of what he 

calls your classic Prolific Lifter 
7 sora f ne w ho steals for a liv- 
ing. sells merchandise on. often 

III* * u PP°rt a hefty drug 
habit and has been prosecuted 

several timesTh^,^ 

Opportune! Lifter - anyone 
from a housewife to a busi- 
nessman: and the Label Lifter 
™ l ^. ra specific fashion item 
And thenes the Emotional 
. L ’f ter ' who steals because 
they re clinically depressed or 

distressed. These Adrian sa^s 


Kalpesh Lathigra 


he doesn’t much eqjoy catching. 
Re talks about the time he 


“gma j'uuug woman stealing,. 

some clothes. She was suffer! 
mg from post-natal depression. 
“It was the worst job I’ve ever 
done - 1 didn't want to give ev- 
idence against heq” he says. As 
a father himself, he sympa-. 
thises with parents who are dis- 
traught to discover t hat their 
teenager has been caught swq> 
foga Nike sweatshirt oraMac 
lipstick. “Sometimes you just 
think, There but for the grace 
of God go T.” 

He tilts his head and listens 
to a tiny radio earphone. “Sus- 
pect in Knntfl'e CvnUn -nlua mot 


— — **Mto iicauiug away ouui luc 

tey department” He races op 
the escalators and fights his 
way through a crowd of chil- 
dren. Too late; the suspect has 
disappeared. “He was off his 
head. Drugs or drink,” says a 

security guard. 

Still Adrian's had his piece 
of action for the day. “It can ij- 
boring when there's nothing 
happening,” he says. “I love it 
when it’s busy. There’s a mes- 
sage in your earphone. Ybu get 
mat adrenalin buzz...* 
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He’s a star, and he’s no dummy 

Th e man who makes the shoppers stop and stare on New York’s Fifth Avenue started out on the other side of the glass - with 
his nose pressed up against the windows of John Lewis. There’s fame in store for Simon Doonan, says Tamsin Blanchard 



- Above, one of Simon Doonazfs window displays for Barneys, Christmas 1998. Below, Doonan. currently appearing behind plate glass and soon to be immortalised on film in ‘Confessions of a Window Dresser* 

; 1001 



Hollywood movie 
about a window 
dresser? Have you 
ever beard of any- 
thing so ridiculous? 
Walt Cortfessions of a 
Window Dresser , based on the life 
of one of fashion’s cam pest and 
most influential figures, may break 
box office records after all (Warren 
Beatty did it for hairdressers in 
Shampoo.) And Simon Doonan, the 
window dresser in question, is no 
ordinary display person. At the 
November launch of his book, Con- 
fessions of a Window Dresser, to be 
published here next yean Doonan, 
^be 47-year-old British ex-pat and 
'Creative director of New York’s chic 
store, Rameys, was mobbed All New 
York was there, including an Yves 
Saint Laurent lookalflre. If Yves 
could have been there in person, no 
doubt he would have been. 


Simon Doonan knows everyone, 
and everyone knows him. Even 
those who don’t know him know of 
his windows. And Christmas is the 
time when his creative juices over- 
flow on to the sidewalks of Madison 
Avenue. New Yorkers make a point 
of going to Barneys to see the 
Christmas windows, just as Doonan 
himself used to stand and gawp at 
the displays at his local John Lewis 
in Reading as a boy. 

While those windows usually in- 
volved lengths of gold Iam£ and vel- 
vet draped artfully around a 
mannequin, Doo nan’s efforts are 
an altogether more splendid affair. 
He caused controversy when he 
put Magic Johnson alongside a 
Christmas tree dripping with gold- 
en condoms (“it was all very taste- 
ful,” says Doonan >; he dressed 
Madonna as the Virgin Mary and 
Margaret Thatcher as a dominatrix 


in bondage. He makes a point of cre- 
ating secular windows every yean 
and at a time when American sen- 
timentality is in overdrive, Doo- 
nan’s windows are as dark and 
spooky as a Tim Burton Hallowe'en. 
He has a penchant for coffins in his 
displays - he says they guarantee in- 
terest. As you might expect, he 
brushes off the odd complaint (and 
a few death threats) without a care. 

Iain R Webb, fashion director of 
British EUe, is a fan. “He’s one of 
those people who doesn't mind tak- 
ing risks." says Webb. “It’s his 
British eccentricity that the Amer- 
icans adore, because they haven't 
got that themselves. He's much 
more about selling an idea than sell- 
ing a product. He understands the 
power of iconography." 

Doonan also has Ids finger on the 
pulse: his windows are invariably 
predictions of trends to come. This 



Christmas, he has gone for scenes 
of debauchery and decadence with 
a hallucinogenic 1930s Cabaret 
theme - light fixtures made of hair, 
an 8ft-tall saxophone of papier 
mache being played by a naked, 
marabou feather-draped Nadja 
Auermann mannequin, oversized 
Martini glasses and olives, lamp- 
shades made of tick-tacks, and a 
beaded curtain made of Reese’s 


! peanut butter cups. “The windows 
reflect the slightly decadent tinge 
New York has." says Doonan, in his 
more-English-than-the-Queen’s- 
English drawL He is after all, the 
Oscar Wilde of window dressing. 

“My updated Cabaret compares 
the New Ybrk of the Nineties with the 
Berlin of the Thirties. The self-in- 
dulgence and glamour of New York 
is all there." His windows break all 
the rules. “I like to indude lots of de- 
tritus and dirt," he says. If he could 
get away with it. he'd quite like to 
have no dothes at all in (he windows. 

Strangely enough, Simon Doonan, 
who is known affectionately as 
“Mummy" to those who wort: for 
him. began his rise to fashion fabu- 
lousness working at Heelas of Read- 
ing. his local branch of John Lewis. 
In the early Seventies, he escaped 
to London to reinvent himself as a 
glam-rocker in glitter and jumble- 


sale finds. He found a job working 
at Yves Saint Laurent for £18 a week, 
moved on to the windows at Aquas- 
cutum and ended up at Tommy 
Nutter in Savile Row, where he 
quickly found his forth for making 
windows that would stop people in 
their tracks. “I did rats with rhine- 
stones.” says Doonan. “The more 
theatrical and nutty, the better" 

His nutty ideas soon landed him 
a job in LA, and in 1976 he went to 
work for the designer store Maxfi eld. 
Frian there, he found himself in New 
York’s Metropolitan Museum Cos- 
tume Institute, working as display 
designer with the mother of all fash- 
ion legends, Diana Vreeland. 

In the 1986, Doonan was offered 
the plum job: window dresser at Bar- 
neys. Since then, he has risen to cre- 
ative director and a six-figure salary 
(rumoured to be more than half a 
million dollars) and is as much an 


institution as the store itself His first 
Christmas windows portrayed a de- 
serted, decaying palace with mice 
scurrying amid the merchandise. In 
1994, he portrayed the Baby Jesus 
using a Japanese Hello Kitty dolL 
The public was not amused and the 
window was withdrawn. Since then, 
he has avoided religious themes. 

At times. Doonan displays a 
Monty Python-style humour that is 
peculiarly British, and that most 
New Yorkers are not quite tuned in 
to. Movie-goers, however will find his 
sense of fun and irony as enter- 
taining as his windows. 

Hollywood is said to be fighting 
over the rights to Doonan’ s book, 
with Rupert Everett twbo else?) 
tipped for the starring role. “Ybu’d 
have to saw off his legs first" says 
Iain ft Webb (Doonan is an elfin 5ft 
5in). But Simon Doonan has enough 
front to carry off the role himself 



It’s time to come to the aid of the party frock 



You've spent a small fortune on a pair of must-have spindly sandals and a fabulous beaded 
cocktail dress - so why be a Scrooge when it comes to caring for them? By Sojourner Jones 


Jeeves of Belgravia will re-sole your Manolo Biahnik shoes 


Manolo Blahnik 


WHITE IS this year’s chic win- 
ter shade, and luxury fabrics 
are key, but who can you trust 
when it comes to laundering 
that £800 Ralph Lauren silk 
shirt to ensure it keeps its 
celestial brightness? On come 
to that, repair your beloved 
handbag, mend those adored 
s trappy sandal* or make sure 
your soft leather jacket doesn't 
return from the cleaners look- 
ing like a prune? 

“When you're giving some- 
one your favourite, not to men- 
tion most expensive, items of 
clothing you want to know 
they'll be treated with respect," 
explained Peter Sidell of The 
Library. “That’s why for the 
past 10 years I've used the 
Howard Stone Valet Services. 
I know I can give Howard an ex- 
pensive suit or a prized cash- 
mere sweater, and it will come 
back looking as good as new.’’ 

“If something comes to us 
and we’re not sure about it," 


says Howard Stone, “our phi- 
losophy is not to dean it before 
we’ve spoken to the customer. 
Saying that, we rarely turn 
anything away. We’re experi- 
enced in cleaning everything 
from hand-beaded dresses by 
Gucd to ties from Marks & 
Spencer, so we’re not afraid of 
the odd stain." 

Another complete valet ser- 
vice is offered by Jeeves of 
Belgravia. “We dean and repair 
virtually any fashion item. Well 
also make sure your Manolo 
Blahniks are resoled to exact- 
ly match the shoe, or re- fash- 
ion a heel to bring it a little 
more up to date. We can also re- 
pair the linings, dasps and zips 
on most handbags." 

Rejuvenation needn’t cost 
the earth. Jeeves will com- 
pletely clean and attend to 
minor repairs on a bespoke 
suit for under £20. If you really 
want to ensure your favourite 
items retain their good looks, 


Jeeves and Stone offer a few in- 
valuable tips. Remember to 
brush overcoats - it keeps the 
pile up and removes da ma ging 
surface dirt Help shoes keep 
their shape by stuffing them 
with tissue paper; polish 
leather regularly or it will lose 
its moisture and crack; try not 
to wear the same pair of shoes 
every day, as the inside needs 
time to dry naturally. 

Always cover your favourite 
items with cloth bags, not plas- 
tic - that way they can breathe. 
And of course, never put any- 
thing away for the winter with- 
out giving it a good dean. If 
there is one thing moths love 
more than a woollen sweater, 
it’s a dirty woollen sweater 

Howard Stone Vfalet Services 
A foil and comprehensive dry 
cleaning and repair service. 
Can also see to heels that have 
fallen off and re-stitch bags. 
Free delivery and collection 


from most areas of London. 
(01843 833347 for foil details.) 

Jeeves of Belgravia 
Rill dry-cleaning service in- 
ducting suede, leather and 
household linen, also minor 
and extensive alterations as 
well as repairs to all fashion ac- 
cessories (0181-9093232). Free 
delivery and collection in Lon- 
don. Postal service available. 


Suede Services 
Specialist suede, sheepskin; 
and leather deaners, based in 
North London. 10181-455 0052) 

Sketch! ey 

More than 350 branches across 
the UK with 100 outlets in 
Sainsbury stores. (01628671444 
for services and branches, 
cashmere dinicj Postal service 
available. (0171-584 6657) 


WINTER SALE 

STARTS ON TUESDAY 29™ DECEMBER 1998 

29 Beauchamp Place, London SW3, 0171 584 2462 
24 Brook Street, London Wl. 0171 495 4888 
36 Savile Row, London Wl, 0171 437 2349 
7 Paved Court, Richmond Surrey, 0181 948 5005 
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Where angels fear to tread 


The Royal Opera and Ballet companies at last have a 
properly qualified and experienced Executive Director. 
Can Michael Kaiser turn the tide? By David Lister 


I do miss my spectator 
sports," says the new man in 
charge in his Manhattan 
drawl “I've learned the 
rules of rugby. But no one 
can explain to me the rules 
of cricket" It’s easy. A man comes 
out just after his predecessor has 
been ignominiously given little 
choice but to walk. His strengths and 
weaknesses are then exposed for all 
to see. And people on all sides are 
trying to force him out too. It's just 
like r unning the Royal Opera House. 

But then Michael Kaiser has 
already experienced the vicissi- 
tudes of Covent Garden. As he 
arrives, the Royal Ballet threatens 
to jump ship. A month later his grant 
is increased from £l4m to £20m by 
the Arts Council. 

It has been rumoured abroad that 
the new executive director, a former 
management consultant is a tough 
operator Indeed, the Chicago Tri- 
bune called him “the turnaround 
king". Turnaround involves going 
into ailing companies, identifying 
problems and swiftly rectifying 
morale, balance sheets and reputa- 
tion. He did this at Newark's Amer- 
ican Ballet Theatre, among other arts 
companies, after working at IBM and 
General Motors. Unexpectedly how- 
ever he's no gum-chewing no-non- 
sense. Wall Street whiz-kid. 

Yes. the 45-year-old, softly-spoken 
troubleshooter had plenty to say 
about turnaround. Covent Garden- 
style. Yes, he had a tried and trusted 
formula for delivering the goods the 
Arts Council bad demanded when 
they had given the ROH a massive 
grant uplift the day before I met him. 
But he also talked, a little coyly 
about how he was a trained opera 
singer (a baritone*, loved choral 
music (and wanted to bring more to 
Covent Garden*, and had golden 
memories of taking part in Berlioz's 
Requiem under Sir Colin Davis with 
the Boston Philharmonic at Tan- 
glewood. He even tried the fiddle 
“but was just awful". He had to - his 
grandfather played violin in the 
New York Philharmonic for 40 years. 

But Michael Kaiser's passion is 
for Gilbert and Sullivan. His 
favourite role in his amateur singing 


dayswasSirDespardinRuddipore, 
a feet he wisely kept hidden until 
after the grant increase was 
announced. Had it been known a 
month ago, it would have been too 
much for headline writers to resist 

The increase means he can afford 
to be expansive. He can even afford 
to have a smile playing on his Found, 
owlish face, as he sits in his Floral 
Street office opposite die House. 
That makes him the first director to 
be seen smiling since, well, at least 
three directors ago. So can we take 
it that all the problems that have en- 
tertained and disgusted politicians 
and public alike are now over? “Yes. 
it's a great day for us. The problems 
are solved with the grant It allows 
us to focus on the future." 

So we will never again hear the 


‘The problem at the 
ROH wasn't a lack 
of cash . It was people 
looking at the past 
and not the future' 


perennial cry that you are under- 
funded? “You wQl never bear it from 
me." He even goes on to say that the 
ROFTs problem “was not a short 
term lack of cash at all”. This man 
knows what a cash shortage really 
m eans . “At American Ballet 
Theatre, we literally had to turn off 
every other light bulb. Wfe ran out of 
pointe shoes. That's not been the 
case here. I do turnarounds for a liv- 
ing, and one of the common traits is 
that people are looking backwards, 
pointing fingers, blaming each othei; 
and not looking to the future. 

“What's needed here is a turn- 
around in people's expectations of 
the institution. How do we rebuild 
the (rust of the public, the govern- 
ment and the donors? I'm working 
on the answers to aH." 

He has already achieved one 
short-term objective by persuading 
the music director Bernard Haitink, 
to stay. Kaiser who likes as much art 
and as little administration as pos- 
sible, has also insisted that the new 


studio theatre be open to the 
public (incredibly, chai rman Sir 
Colin Southgate was going to keep 
it dark for lack of money). “Imagine/’ 
enthuses Kaiser; “the lecture 
demonstrations we can have... free 
lunchtime concerts once a week..." 

Kaiser disagrees with Richard 
Eyre’s report which said that access 
was a cost of subsidy. “It’s not acost 
It’s my mission. I want people to 
come to opera and ballet I want 
more children to come.” He is com- 
mitted to reducing seat prices. He 
wifi also bring in better PR- “a much 
more pro-active press policy" - 
turning dialogue “away from blame 
to what’s going to happen in the 
future... for example, we’re buflding 
this wonderful new facility but there 
has been so much fear that people 
had stopped dreaming about this 
new facility. I walk around the build- 
ing talking about programming. You 
read about bad management and 
bad staff here. The truth is people 
were working extremely bard, but 
each department was working on its 
own. You start by bringing people 
into a room together and letting 
them talk- And I'm linking market- 
ing and fundraising together. You 
fundraise after a marketing blitz. 1 
pioneered that in America.” 

Corporate donors and individuals, 
be stresses, need to see they will get 
something for their money. “We 
have to recognise that" He is, how- 
ever; quick to reassure British sen- 
sibilities on the matter. “One 
American ballet company had a toy 
firm sponsor and put its mascot 
moose into the third act of 
Nutcracker. That's the wrong way 
At ABT we had Ernst and Ybung 
sponsoring our website. When you 
logged on you could also dick on to 
Ernst & Young and find out more 
about them. That's a good example" 

In the case of individuals, he has 
ideas such as the artistic director 
giving lectures previewing forth- 
coming seasons. “The ROH has 
15,000 Friends, all giving £45 a year 
Now, some could give more and get 
other privileges in return, but they 
have not been asked and we haven't 
created what we call in America ‘a 
ladder of giving’.” 




Will we again hear that the house is underfunded? Michael Kaiser “You will never hear it from me 1 


Talking of ladders, the ROH 
chairman said not once but twice 
at a press conference earlier this 
year that the house would be 
“artist-led”: an artistic director 
would be in charge. WID Kaiser soon 
be playing second fiddle? 

“No. An artistic director wiD be 
appointed but we will be dead 
equal" But Sir Colin did say origi- 
nally... “We will be dead equal” 
Kaiser inteijects politely, but firmly. 
“It wiD be shared if you wflL” One 


of the candidates who was 
approached Sarah Bfllinghuret of 
New York’s Metropolitan Opera, 
refused to come under a “dead 
equal" set-up. Kaiser says, chival- 
rously, that she is “a wonderful 
person and very knowledgeable", 
then adds a little less chivalrously, 
“but I doubt if there were 10 people 
in London who had heard of her be- 
fore this all came up”. 

And whoever is in charge will still 
have a Royal Ballet company. 


Kaiser is again polite, but a wee bit 
devastating when confirming that 
there were moves by the company 
to go it alone, away from Covent 
Garden. After praising the dancers, 
he adds: “The ballet dancers were 
very unhappy. They had a notion 
that they could form their own 
company. It was a naive notion. 
They were onty looking at their owzr 
salaries. They forgot that there 
were other overheads to consider:” 

Kaiser has said that he lives 


alone, and that the hardest thing 
about leaving New York was having 
to leave his dog behind. In his spare 
moments, he has his head in the 
English classics. He is re-reading 
Pride and Prejudice and reading 
Middlemardi “for the first time. I'm 
ashamed to say". But only when the 
companies aren't performing: - “I 
attezKi virtually ever y perform ance," 
he says. “It’s important that the 
artists see me around - and, t>f 
course, it's a joy for me.” 


VIRGIN FESTIVE 
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THE SET-UP on the stage is part 
Mission Control, part Heath 
Robinson. High-tech work 
stations foil of futuristic gizmos 
loom over what look like random 
collections of junk salvaged 
from a skip, and the Dexion 
shelving for the percussionist 
Paul Lytton's DIY rack of things 
to beat, shake, rattle and roll 
has an egg whisk sticking out of 
the side. There's no kitchen 
sink -just everything but In one 
of Barry Guy’s extraordinarily 
kinetic double-bass solos, a 
cooking pan lid is slid between 
the strings for textural effect. 
And in free improvisation - a 
form of music in which Lytton, 
Guy, the violinist Philipp Wachs- 
mann and the saxophonist Evan 
Parker are world leaders - tex- 
ture is almost all 

Since the movement began 
in the Sixties, inspired by both 
free jazz and the experiments 
of the contemporary classical 
avant garde, free improvisers 
have been burrowing about in 
the innards of their instru- 
ments, or employing them in 
unusual ways, in order to bring 


Jazz 


EVAN PARKER 
ELECTRO-ACOUSTIC 
ENSEMBLE 

ARNOLFINI 

BRISTOL 


forth fresh sounds. The use of 
various types of electronic gad- 
getry to further distress and 
extend the sonic range has 
also been going since the 
beginning of the movement 
But now they really have the 
technology to do it properly. 
This, the last date of a short UK 
tour by this ensemble, was the 
proof of the pudding. 

While the four conventional 
instruments play, either solo or 
together; their contributions are 
simultaneously reconfigured by 
the real-time tweaking of three 
electronic sound processors 
(the Mission Control raeru Whi- 
ter Prati, Marco Vecchi and 
Lawrence Casserley, with 
Whchsmann switching between 
the two roles). The sound is 
mixed for an aft- round speaker 



Evan Parker shifting 
patterns David Sinclair 


system and the results are 
amazingly impressive, with the 
electronic effects both echoing 
the origin al instruments and in- 
terpolating their own babble of 
squelches and squeaks. 

It's also a strangely retro- 
futurist sound-world: part 
musique concrete, part 
Radiophonic Workshop effects 
for Dr Who. It could even be 
described as part state-of-the- 
art post-ambient grunge. 

The programme for the sep- 
arate pieces, which were all at 







least partially “composed”, was 
also arranged with great care j > 
so that not all the Ensemble's ' • 

eggs were put into the one 
basket and each number 
introduced another member 
of the group until by the. end, 
they were all involved. 

Although everything was 
interesting, the highlights were 
Guy’s first bass solo (the pan 
lid one), which was almost 
indescribably rich and divert- 
ing, and the relatively late entry 
of Parker himself. Parker’s 
soprano saxophone te chni que, 
which, through circular breath- 
ing, manages to create con- 
stantly shifting patterns that at jti 
times recall muezzins at “ 
prayeq or the exotic wheedling 
of North African pan-pipes, 
was, with the addition of the 
electronic effects, almost liter- 
ally spell-binding. 

At the end, after an hour and 
a haff, you had had enou gh, but 
the evening provided a com- 
plete vindication of this often 
abused music’s power and con- 
temporary relevance. 

Phil Johnson 
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KATHRYN STOTT must have 
had fun planning her 40th-birth- 
day piano redial at the Wig- 
more Hall on Saturday. She 
chose a piece, or group of 
pieces, to represent each 
decade of the century, begin- 
ning with Ravel and ending 
with Graham Fftkin. 

Stott is one of the busiest 
pianists around, both as a 
soloist and chamber musician 
- she gave two Wigmore 
redials with colleagues earlier 
this month and bis recently 
formed a Tango trio called 
Tango Tiempo. Fbr from mak- 
ing Saturday evening into a 
fussy fflla, she just got on with 
the job. dressed for comfort in 
trousers and a plain sleeveless 
top, and played from music. 

Which created no barrier 
nor feeling that she was under- 
prepared, as her firm yet melt- 
ing projection of Ravel’s Jeitx 
d'eau imm ediately made dear. 


Classical 


KATHRYN STOTT 

WIGMORE HALL 
LONDON 


She was equally fluent in 
Faure’s 12 th Nocturne, whose 
disquieting harmonies and un- 
expected continuity unfolded 
without strain; warmly natural 
The Twenties were repre- 
sented by Gershwin’s three 
Prehides, and the Thirties by 
Rachmaninov's Variations on 
a Theme qfCoreUi, his last solo 
piano work, which was expertly 
shaped by Stott, 

So Car, all the composers 
were ones with whom she has 
become particularly identified. 
She has a certain objectivity 
and a strong rhythmic impulse, 
both of which suit music mar- 
rying the popular with a sense 
of history. Taking slight chrono- 
logical licence, her choice for 




the Forties was Bachianas 
Brosileiras No.4, by Villa- 
Lobos, which moulds Brazilian 
folklore in Baroque forms. 

You might just suspect 
Shostakovich of doing some- 
thing similar in the last of his 
24 Preludes and Fugues of 
1951, because it sounds as if an 
attempt to remember the tune 
of "On Ilkley Moor" gets lost in 
dour academic counterpoint. 

The Sixties and Seventies 
also seemed years of austerity 
in this programme, though 
Stott was as gentle and con- 
siderate as she could be with 
Peter Maxwell Davies’ Fi ve 
Little Pieces. After these post- 
Webern miniatures. Aaron Cop- 
land s Night Thoughts, written 
for the 1973 Van Cliburn Piano 
Competition, seemed even 
more dyspeptic until its final 
velvety chords unrolled in some 
sort of gesture of conciliation 
As Copland s last piano wort 


it seems strangely negative. - 

Its lack of rhythmic interest 
was made good with Aster Pi- 
azzolla's Three Preludes, 
though the first rambles freely, 
like an introduction to the oth- 
ers. In these, as in so much of 
what he did, Piazzolla had prob- 
lems with endings. Endin gs in 
music which don’t conceal their 
origins in improvisation tend to 
be arbitrary anyway. 

But Graham Fitkin's Relent 
(as in "relentless", I assume! 
was obviously pitched at an ef- 
fective conclusion- Essentially 
it s a toccata, and a showpiece 
for Stott’s strong technique. I 
hked a passage with the right 
hand vigorously pounding 
across the left, and the opening 
w as striking. The composer’s ‘ 
programme note talked about# 
tone, and marking time, but 
wing it sometimes made For 
less than gripping listening. 

Adrian jack 
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Cheap insurance for a previous generation, ‘penny policies’ have matured well - but few people realise it. By Teresa Hunter 


' Pennies that 
can add up 
to pounds 
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I nsurance payouts on thou- 
sands of “penny" insurance 
policies may have to be re- 
calculated after an investi- 
gation by The Independent 
which shows that policy- 
holders are receiving incorrect sur- 
render values. 

Up to 40 million “penny policies", 
some dating back more than 100 
years, are lying forgotten in Britain's 
homes, their owners unaware of the 
substantial value they carry. Due to 
a computer software problem, one 
company, Liverpool Victoria, is re- 
assessing its payouts. 

“Penny policies" were a type of 
insurance policy taken out to cover 
a person's funeral costs, and they 


were extremely popular until the Six- 
ties. Valuing them, though, is not 
easy. Although they were basic life 
assurance contracts, payable on 
death to cover funeral expenses, 
most companies added annual 
bonuses, even when they were not 
strictly “with-profits" policies. 

One policyholder, Duncan Martin, 
from Bristol saw the value of his 58- 
year-old penny policy, bought by 
his mother from the Liverpool 
Victoria on his birth, treble in two 
years. Mr Martin says: ‘i knew that 
these values couldn’t be right My 
main concern was how many other 
people were receiving strange 
quotations, but were doing nothing 
about them." 


Policy pitfalls to avoid 


• Keep a list of all your 
insurance policies (such as the 
Prudential policy pictured here) 
and their value and let your 
family know where they are. 

• If you find some old strange- 
looking documents, always 
contact the company and ask 
for a valuation - no matter how 
unlikely that looks. Ybu might 
be pleasantly surprised. 

• If the valuation seems wrong, 
query it with the company. Ask 
for a detailed explanation of 
how it was calculated. 

• Always keep paying 
premiums no matter how small 
Failure to do so terminates the 
contract, and its value will be 
sharply eroded. 



Mr Martin's suspicions were first 
raised by the wide gap between sur- 
render values issued by Liverpool 
Victoria, and others from the Pru- 
dential on very similar policies. His 
mother had paid two old pennies 
weekly to the Pru since his birth in 
1940, and one penny to the Liverpool 
Victoria She began a second weekly 
policy with Liverpool Victoria for two 
pennies more when he was 10. 

In 1996, Mr Martin decided to sur- 
render the contracts and received 
a surrender value from the Pru of 
£503.73. However, the Liverpool Vic- 
toria policy, taken out at the same 
time for admittedly half the premi- 
um, was worth only £55 and the sec- 
ond contract was valued at £75. 

He took the money from the Pru, 
but kept the others going. When he 
inquired again recently about the 
Liverpool Victoria policies, the value 
of toe first had aO but trebled to £146, 
while toe second had grown to £184. 

"I was baffled," Mr Martin says. 
“How can policies taken out at the 
same time produce such widely 
diverse sums? And how can their 
value treble in such a short time?" 

The Liverpool Victoria says the 
problem arose from a computer 
problem. Ian Blanchard, the com- 
pany's group actuary, says he will 
take immediate action once the IT 
firm that provides the computer soft- 
ware has reported back on the 
nature and scale of the problem. 

He says: “Right now, we do not 
know whether these are isolated 
blips affecting only particular kinds 
of policies, like the penny policies, 
or whether the problem is more 
widespread. Potentially large num- 
bers of quotations could be hit We 
will write to policyholders if neces- 
sary and re-calculate values where 
appropriate. Mr Martin received 
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‘Penny’ insurance policies were originally taken ont to enable people to pay for their ftmerals 


too much and we won’t be asking 
him for the money back. However, 
it's possible others may have 
received too little." 

The Financial Services Authority, 
the new financial watchdog says it 
would be concerned if any company 
were found to be issuing false 
quotes, whether too high or too low. 

A spokesman says: “Companies 
are obliged by conduct of business 
rules to supply quotations which are 
accurate. You can’t have companies 
paying out the wrong amounts to 
their policyholders.” 

“Penny policies" are part of the 
history of British insurance, but 
many millions could still be paid out. 
The Prudential is trying to trace 
625,000 owners of contracts worth 
£34m which have matured. The Pru 
believes thousands more payouts 
have gone unclaimed on deaths, 
because younger generations think 
these penny policies are worthless. 

Recently, Pearl another insurer; 
received a claim on a polity begun 


in 1893, insuring the life of a woman 
who died 30 years ago. The sum as- 
sured was only one pound and 15 old 
shillings, but with bonuses the ben- 
eficiaries will receive much more. 
The policy came to light when her 
granddaughter was sifting through 
some old papers of her mother's, the 
policyholder's daughter, who had 


“Because toe premium was so 
tiny they often think they are worth- 
less. when there can be quite sig- 
nificant values attached to them.” 

But the premiums were not small 
in the days when they were paid. Pru 
marketing manager; Norman Turn- 
er, says: “If you hada dozen children, 
it could be a real struggle to pay 


The Prudential is trying to trace 625,000 
owners of penny policy contracts worth £3 4m 


herself died in 1991, unaware the 
contracts were valuable. 

A Pearl spokesman says: “This is 
typical of many claims we receive 
today. Young people find these an- 
cient-looking policy documents 
when their parents or grandparents 
die. and they don’t know what they 
are, or what they could be worth. 


these weekly premiums out of a 
wage of a couple of pounds a week. 
But the coins were taken out of the 
wage packet and put on the top of 
the mantelpiece, ready for when the 
collector railed. 

“These were not insignificant 
investments at the time, but it is the 
addition of compound interest which 


has had such an astronomic impact 
on their returns. If you add interest 
to interest over 40. 50, 60 years or 
more, these potities' value can soar" 

Last month, the Pearl paid out 
nearly £700 on two policies taken out 
in 1896, following the death of a 104- 
year-old policyholder. 

But thousands more go unpaid 
The problems of keeping track were 
exacerbated when most of toe in- 
surers stopped collecting premi- 
ums, and contact with their 
policyholder was lost, especially if 
they moved bouse or were taken ill. 

Door-to-door collection was toe 
keystone to the success of these 
early insurance companies. Liver- 
pool Victoria still collects its pre- 
miums, no matter how small but toe 
Pearl no longer offers a door-to-door 
service for premiums under £5. The 
company makes the payments then 
deducts them from any final matu- 
rity value, without adding interest. 
The Pru no longer collects premi- 
ums on policies over 40 years old. 
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The poor feared dissection 


ONE OP the most socially div- 
isive pieces of legislation ever 
to enter the statute book led to 
an explosion of sales of penny 
insurance polices in the second 
of the last century. 
"*Mass migration to toe 
disease-ridden cities of Victor- 
ian England sent death rates 
soaring. One in five babies died 
before its first birthday, and at 
the turn of the century life ex- 
pectancy in London was just 21. 

But it was fear of dissection 
rather than of death which sent 


sales of penny policies soaring. 

Before the 1832 Anatomy 
Act, hospitals were allowed 
only eight bodies a year for 
medical experimentation. A 
lucrative trade in body-snatch- 
ing developed. The Anatomy 
Act sought to put an end to this 
trade by giving hospitals access 
to as many bodies as necessary 
for their work. But the corpses 
to be sacrificed for science 
were the ones which no one 
could afford to bury. 

TO religious people, this 


meant eternal damnation. But 
while labourers earned barely 
£1 a week in the late I9fo cent- 
ury, the minimum cost of toe 
cheapest funeral was £6. A 
man with 10 or 12 children 
could expect four out of five of 
them to die during childhood, 
yet he had no means of bury- 
ing them As late as 1938 in Lon- 
don, one in nine people to die 
received a pauper’s fiineraL 
Insurance companies 
sprang up to meet this need. 
Liverpool Victoria was estab- 


lished in 1842 to “afford the 
poorer classes the means of 
providing themselves and their 
children a decent interment for 
a half-penny, a penny or three 
pence a week”. The Pearl and 
Prudential quickly followed. 

Insurers were not entirely 
motivated by profit If someone 
stopped paying premiums 
because they had entered the 
workhouse, then the company 
paid for them and they were 
guaranteed a decent funeral. 

TERESA HUNTER 


Star Performer. 
Don’t miss the 
Grand Finale. 


I wouldn’t recommend 
mango with the sprouts 
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For PEPs, the curtain comes down in April 1999. So if you want 
to take advantage of one of the best performers available, times 
running out. 
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CHESTNUTS ROASTING on an open 
fire, Bing Crosby singi n g “White 
Christmas" an the gramophone, 
smiling friends and family coming 
round to wish us good cheer - no, our 
Christmases aren’t like that either. 
Perhaps you can only have them like 
that in black and white. Anyway, this 
year I can guarantee it'll be more like 
a Bruce Willis film, with snipers and 
shonting and the occasional 
explosion. The reason? We're 
spending the weekend with Unde 
Edward and Aunt Julia. 

Unde Edward is my father's big 
brother; who took early retirement 
from a small firm of solicitors about 
two years ago and has been driving 
everyone insane ever since. He still 
believes there’s such a thing as a 
“steadiy job”, for heaven’s sake, and 
will no doubt lecture me on the 
subject over the festive spell shortly 
before I dedde to go fora very long 
stomp across the fields. 

But Unde E isn’t the real prohlezn; 
Aunt J is. To her; Christmas is a once- 
a-year chance to show off to the rest 
of us. Unlike my mother - who 
decided long ago that if God had 
meant her to spend her life in the 
kitchen He wouldn't have given us 
microwave ovens and chilled ready 
meals - Aunt J does everything 
herself. That means she’ll have made 
tthe stuffing, toe pastry and toe filling 
"for toe mince pies, the pudding and 
all of toe cake. She'll have agonised 
over which bird to have, which type of 



THE TRADER 


smoked salmon, which vegetables. In 
short, she'll have worn herself to a 
frazzle, but in a very smug way. 

As my father says, it wouldn't be so 
bad if she could actually cook. To be 
fair, what he means is that she tries 
too hard, so everything would be 
perfect if it weren't for that one extra 
ingredient: cherries in the 
mincemeat; lemon vodka in the pork 
and chestnut stuffing; and, one 
unforgettable yean mango with toe 
Brussels sprouts. It means you can 
never quite relax and think, “Oooh 
yummy, roast potatoes." 

Of course, it's always a bit of a 
struggle to get hold of your plate of 
booby-trapped food in toe first place, 
as Aunt J has no intention of handing 
it over until you’ve realised in detail 


exactly how much work went into the 
preparation. “I always find that the 
best thing. . ." starts up Aunt J, and I 
switch off My mother’s eyes glaze 
over as if she’s calculating how soon 
she ran plaim to have a migraine, 
though if Aunt J carries on like this 
she'll have one for real soon enough. 

“I expect you’re used to lots of 
fancy restaurants in London," Aunt J 
always continues. “But I always think 
there’s nothing quite like home 
cooking” I look at the plateful in front 
of me and realise that she's right 
about this, at least 

As you can imagine, all this less- 
than-gleeful anticipation of Christmas 
Day has rather dented my festive 
spirit Not that it wasn't fragile to 
begin with. There was the horror of 
waking up after toe team lunch with a 
man’s watch on toe bedside table, and 
it was only when my boyfriend Olivier 
rang to say he’d lost his that I calmed 
down. All the same, I still can’t 
remember anything of the ride home 
except that Jaap climbed into toe taxi 
after me - and people get up to all 
sorts of things in taxis. I can’t exactly 
ask him about it, either. 

And then we're sitting around the 
office when Rory asks Jaap why he's 
not wearing his new watch, and Jaap 
says he can't find it anywhere. “I was 
wearing it at the team lunch, but after 
that 1 can’t remember having it." My 
heart stops. Olivier has lost his watch 
and -so has Jaap. So toe one on my 
bedside table - whose is it? 


Our European PEP has outperformed 
98%’ of the competition over the last 
5 years - putting it in the top 10 of all unit trust PEPs. It invests in aixust 
that has been ‘AAA’ rated in 6 out of the last 7 years'”, and had it been A 
available as a PEP when launched, would have produced returns of 
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EggS 


A very special effect 


Faking it... 


I WORK FOR... 


AMANDA ROBINSON WORKS FOR ROBERT CREIGHTON, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF GREAT ORMOND STREET HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN 


T here are many people 
happily working at 
Great Ormond Street 
who would run a mile 
from a normal hospi- 
tal. I think one reason 
why no one finds this place sombre 
is because the place is brightly 
coloured and full of the sounds of 
children, and we also deliberately 
avoid giving the place that hospital 

smefi by using a spetial type of dis- 
infectant But above aQ Great Or- 
mond Street has a special, uplifting 
feeling to k which comes from know- 
ing that the patients .many of whom 
are seriously ill, are receiving some 
of the best treatment they could pos- 
sibly get When I worked in the com- 
mercial sector I got very little sense 
of achievement from my job, but 
once here I realised that I wanted 
to stay and climb up the laddei; be- 
cause 1 felt that my work was con- 
tributing to the care of children. 

Christmas is our busiest time, but 
when the work gets too much I pop 
round to reception to see what's 
going on. Everything slides back into 
perspective when you see the child- 
ren's faces light up with excitement 
at the sight of Father Christmas and 
two double-decker buses arriving to 
take them to see the Christmas 
lights. From my office I’ve also 
been able to see the kids clashing in 
and out of the boardroom where 
each ward holds its Christmas party, 
and there's plenty to get involved in 
at this time of year. We've already 
had the Christmas play given by the 
pupils of the hospital's school, and 
a carol service with mince pies and 
non-alcoholic mulled wine in our 
special chapeL 

A lot of the children will go home 
for Christmas, but for those who 
have to stay in hospital we make 
sure that they have the best time 
they possibly can, by fitting their 
party around them. Fve only recently 
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‘Robert spends every Christinas Day here with his wife and children’ 


MarkChduers 


realised that Robert, my boss, 
spends every Christmas Day here 
with his wife and two 10-year-old 
twin daughters - working here re- 
alty helps you to realise what Christ- 
mas should be about. 

With his jolly disposition and love 
of children, Robert is perfectly suit- 
ed to his job. He is very been that the 
patients' parents should be able to 
bring any worries or concerns they 
have direct to him, so he can look into 
the matter himself. Knowing the pain 


that your own child is going through 
must be the worst kind of suffering. 
AD our work is for the benefit of pa- 
tient care, but it's not until you 
speak to the parents that you get an 
idea of how it feels to be at the re- 
ceiving end of the services we pro- 
vide. As a result, the contact I have 
with the parents is one of the things 
I most appreciate about my job. 

I also spend a lot of my day ar- 
ranging programmes for inter- 
national visitors who come to us for 


advice, and liaising with those who 
support and donate money to the 
hospitaL But for the most part I work 
on keeping Robert in order; which I 
eqjoy because he’s csftm, unflappable 
and easy to control I’m highly org- 
anised myself and I find that it is 
much easier to sort things out if you 
don’t panic. I was put on to our 
newsletter committee because I am 
in touch with all the departments and 
therefore know what’s going on. FDr 
example, I always notify the editor 


about any imminent VIP visit since 
we often have pop stars coming in 
to see the children. 

The other day 1 accidentally 
knocked into one of Rqyzone, when 
they came to open our haemophilia 
unit, which was rather embarrass- 
ing. But many personalities come on 
low-profile risks, as Diana, Princess 
ofTOiles often used to. Knowing th a t 
someone is visiting out of the good 
of their own head rather than for 
press attention mates you respect 
him or her all the more. 

Charities also regularly send us 
puppet shows and downs to mate 
the kids laugh and we recently 
started inviting animats on to the 
wards, including a little leopard cub, 
because they were recognised as re- 
alty good therapy for kids. 

Since Z know most of the staff 
through working in the Chief Exec- 
utive’s office^I have been invited to 
all the different departments’ Christ- 
mas parties, most erf which are on the 
same night Robert will pep along to 
each of them, too, but I know that he 
wQl only stay for one drink because 
he’s aware that while he’s there 
everyone will be on their best be- 
haviour and will hold back - he’s re- 
ally quite understanding in that 
respect He also made sure to send 

a mpgsage to all his staff, via hte usual 
column in the newsletter, to remind 
them to have a realty good break this 
Chris tmas . I think that everyone 
spends so much time at the office that 
the nature of both the boss and the 
workplace tends to affect the whole 
of your life, soft's a real bonus to be 
able to enjoy work as much as I do. 
I try not to go on about the hospital 
when Fm with my friends, but if they 
are interested I will always tdl them 
nf the lates t fandralsfag p nt»mU»r ip 
or concert and mention that we al- 
ways need people on hand to shake 
collection tms. 

iNTEKVHEW BY KATIE SAMPSON 


FVE TRIED to blend in, in a little 
black dress and discreet jewellery, 
but it? s hard in Hermes and diamante 
when everyone else is in Hermfcs 
and discreet touches of real gold. 

I (kart realty know what Tm doing 
here -no one has ever asked are to 

come to their Christmas party before, 
and if s not as if this is the first one 
I’ve organised. Fve done a good job, 
if I say it myself. It’s been fen hav- 
ing a budget of £200 a head - more 
than £30,000 to squander on a singe 
party - though having only a week 
to arrange it was some headache. 

But my unemp loyed artist mates 
have done wonders: Malachi’s card- 
board and gold spray-paint, and 
Rowena and Max’s canvases of gon- 
dolas, bridges and naked statuary 
look fantastic, though I hope no one 
touches them with their Gucci dress. 
Furthermore, what with all the drink, 
merchants sending me bottles of 
claret, bottles of Scotch and bottles 
of vodka in order to suck up, we've 
a houseful of cocktails for New Year; 
and enough test canapes in the 
freezer to feed everyone, as welL 

Now, though proud, I’m bored. I 
don’t know anyone. I keep trying to 
strike up conversations, with little 
success. I know why. These people 
introduce themselves with a CV: 
“Hello, Tm John Marshall of Credit 
Suisse; just left Citibank.” So the 
moment they cross-examine me, 
their eyes glaze. They say “The 
temp? Oh. How...” and drift away. 

Sod this for a game of soldiers, I 
think, and tell the next person that 
Tm the designer who’s doing out the 
offices next year, that I threw in this 
party as a freebie. He cheers up. 
last,” he says, "someone who can talk 
about something other than the size 
of their bonus. I a lw a y s wanted to be 
an artist myself Butyotfve got to live, 
haven’t you? And I defy you to find 
anyone who can survive on less 
than £100,000 a year.” “Ob, ab- 
solutely,” I say enthusiastically. “You 
can't throw a decent party fra* less 
than twenty." “Or have a proper hol- 
iday. Do you know how much it cost 
when we went to an Aman resort?" 
b l<lmny you should mention them. 
IVe just been doing me of their hotels 
in Borneo,” I say. “Really? Borneo, 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


APPOINTMENTS: ACCOUNTANCY, FINANCIAL, LEGAL -»*: .™ 293 2 B o 5 


SENIOR RESEARCH 
ANALYST 


HIGH YIELD, TELECOMS 

£C ompetitive 


American law firm seeks 

Legal Office Manager 

. . for London branch office - 

Responsibilities: 

• manage human resources function for 35 person office 

• handle US and UK compensation and benefits 

• ensure compliance with UK employment law and EU regulations 

■ manage office space 

• handle applications for work pennits.risas 

• serve as liaison la outside vendors 

■ maintain contact with head office in New York 


Coventry Ponohghar is a registered 
charily which provides emergency vJ jrp 
temporary accommodation end - I J T I ■ 
range of direa support services to j„, , n ,,in L 
Asian women and children womsi i onunttN 

experiencing domestic violence. vioumct 

Sfir are seeking to recruit highly motivated, enthusiastic 
and commuted Asian women for die following posts: 


m 


SumumxKS 
WOMN I CHIUMUEN' 
MUUMST VIOUMCC 


The London headquarters of a major European investment house seeks a 
research analyst to join its Credit Research Team. 

The successful candidate will be an economics graduate and will be level 2 
CFA qualified or equivalent with a minimum of 2 year's High Yield Fixed 
Income research experience within the telecommunications/media sector 
Expenence should include the following: 

• Research specialisation within the telecommunications and media sectors, 
including focus on developing technologies such as fibre optics, 
transmission Optronics, the Internet and high-speed data networking. 

• Analysis of the fundamental characteristics and financial strength of 
companies. 

• Production of detailed research reports summansing financial analysis 
and investment recommendations. 

• Monitoring investments to provide advice on potential invest/disinvest 
opportunities. 

• Regular client contact at senior/management level, with exposure to US 
dient-base being a considerable advantage. 

• Business contacts at senior level within the telecommunications sector. 
Knowledge of private equity markets would be an advantage, as would 
Series 7 and Senes 63 qualifications. 

A detailed CV and covering letter should be 
addressed to our consultant Mrs D. Bailey 
at GMBM Response Management Services. 

Landseer House, 19 Charing Cross Road. 

London WC2H0ES. 


Qualifications: 

• university graduate 

■ two - three years relevant professional work e.tperience 

■ knowledge of expatriate benefits and tax issues 

• familiarity with Mandatory Continuing Legal Education requirements 
for U.S. attorneys 

• fluency in a European language essential 

Sal my negotiable. Please send curriculum vitae with cover letter to: 
P.O. Box L2947 The Independent. One Canada Square, 

Canary Wharf, London. E14 5DL 


CHILDCARE PROJECT OFFICER 
(Ref: CPO) 


Full-time (N06 £16,233) 

Your role will involve developing childcare provision nod 
initiatives, and the day-to-day running of full daycare 
crech e. 


You will need: 


- NNEB or equivalent qualification 


- Four years post qualifying experience wiih 0-8yr oids. 

- Empathy and understanding of tbe concerns and 
problems facing Asian children and families. 


A US investment bank is seeking to hire a 
qualified lawyer to carry out daily transaction 
surveillance In relation to securities and 
derivatives business. Duties will include liaison 
with the trading floor, carrying out of audit reviews, 
i monitoring of personal account dealing and 
handling of customer correspondence. Experience 
of dealing with regulatory authorities is essential to 
secure this role and knowledge of securities laws 
would be an advantage. The successful candidate 
must have strong computer/numeracy skills, as 
well as the ability to work well in a pressurised and 
demanding environment. 


This post is funded through the'Single Regeneration 
Budget, initially for two years. 


REFUGE PROJECT OFFICER 
(Ref: RPO) 

Full-time (RM1W £15,264-£19,185, 

night call-out rate £9.00ph) 


eh ? Headhunters. Must be bard to 
get the staff" “Na" I rq)ty “I justjw 
in a couple of dozen people from 
America." “Really? Hey; Jerry” he 
cries, “Come and meet. ..” “Amanda, 

I fin him in. “Amanda. Brilliant de- 
sign®: Doing these people’s offices 
next yean” Jerry lurches over. 


crowd," he says. “Love the jewels. 
Very ironic.'’ “Paste is the coming 

thing,” I assure him. “Realty? Must 

teU Susan. She’ll be furious.” 

Tm surrounded by drunken men, 
regaling them with my stays at 
Arab villas in St Tropez and tbe dif- 
ficulty of getting a Hollywood star to 
accept anything without frills. “You 
know what they say,” I ten them. 

“Youcan take the girl out of the trail- 
er park, but you can’t take the trail- 
er park out of the girl.” They laugh. 

Sixteen glasses of champagne in, 
rm havin g a high old time. Someone 
called Roily suggests we get some 

caviare. Now, this is realty living. We 

weave through the hearing Camil- 
las, Roily’s band firmly under my 
elbow. “Tell you what” he says into 
my ear, “How about we get out of 
here ami try our chances at Titan- 
ic? You can tell me how to find some- 
one to do a trompe-VoeU in my 
bathroom." Then we stop in front of 
Obsessive Graham. 

“Graham old man!” he cries, as 
I try to wilt into the background. 
“Meet Amanda! Lovely girl! De- 
signee Doing your offices out next 
year” Graham pauses, and for a 
moment I thinkhtfs going to cut me 
some Christmas slack. Not a chance. 
“No she isn’t,” he says, as Roily’s 
face drops, “She’s our temp secre- 
tary. And she’s leaving tomorrow.” 


This is a new project, based in Leicester, for women aged 
between 16-^yn. Yon will be required to manage n* 24 
hour running of our refuge. 

You will need- 









GMBM 


RESPONSE 

MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES 


EJLP. System 
Accountant 


A division of GMBM Advertising and Research 


JEM Ltd have a tucamy for sui Impart and Expan Maoacpr 
wbo will be responsible for activities associated with tbe 
import and export of cars and dassHc cars between Japan and 
tbe LX The successful candidate should hare knowledge of 
Japanese import and export regulations and fluency in 
Japanese and a good understanding of cbe Japanese motor 
| industry 


FUND MANAGEMENT 
COMPANY 

REQUIRES 


JEMCA (a subsidiary of JEM! have a vacancy for a Marketing 
Dcvdopmcnr Manager to promote and expand rbeir Timxa 
and Lexus partnership. One of the largest dealerships In tbe 

UK. Jana deals with a high proportion of Japanese diems. 
The Successful candidate should hare a thorough knowledge 
of tbe motor industry with particular experience of Tbynta 
and Lents dealerships. Proven experience in marketing and 
sales in addition to fluency in both spoken and WTtmen 
Japanese is essential. 

I lstrflcm benefu packages for huh positions. Wease send CVj uj 
Bor No LNS0. Independent Newspaper. One Canada Square, 

Canary TOubC London EH 5DL j 


A company secretary ro tab? responsMitV for the companies legal I 
and accounting fdared Ssoes. ResporeiMirws WJ indudo supervising j 
compliance operations; administraon«> raotioled companies: liaison I 
with professional adwscis on legal maters and preparing mcnthlv j 
accounts and budgets. | 


/.yDon’c forget 
Lj to mention 11 , 


4 The Independent’-, 


The sucwfi&tul cansSdave wil poxes*, law and Accounting degree 
together with compliance-, accounting, drafting and (MRO 

Ruldboc*. experience. 

The salary ijffered is commensurate with eipemuce 

If vou possess the sLHk requited for this position. 

please send wur CV to; 

PO Box 21015A Islington, London N12 2XQ 


\when replying 
'<ito adverts 


£44 k, plus allowances 

Expanding IT cunsuliancy 
seeks a system accnumaut u.i 
develop a new E.RJ* practice 
focusing m foe film industry 
Applicants must have 
Account inf; u°d Logistic, 
qualifications and ai team 
4 years relevant system 
development experience 

tocnidinf project 
manage ment. 

Rqiv n: Mr A. Fund, 
Laj&cal Selection Ltd, 

112 The Sound. 
London WC2ROAA. 


International Investment Bank 

Requires a 

Mergers and Acquisitions Advisor 

To operate within the M&A Croup. 

Responsibilities will include evaluating takeover 
ayeenwnis, advising on hostile bids, representing firms in 
acquisition negotiations, advising on regulatory 


• At least 2 years management experience. 

' 3 experience working with women and 

children in a earing enabling capacity. 

- A ihorough knowledge of domestic violence as it 
affects young women within the Asian communities. 

- Highly developed leadership, organisational and ' 
communication skills. 

- A relevant qualification i^. Degree in Social 

WoritfSocfol Care. CQSW. DipSW or equivalents. 

“J* ° f WWting time will be at weekends 

and required to be on can during the nighL 


requirements, assessing and recommending financing 
packages and coordinating Due Dilltgenco work. 

The successful candidate will possess ,1 minimum MBA 
coupled with at least 2/3 years relevant indusny 
experience. 

The salary offered Is commensurate with experience. 

If you possess the skills required for this position Please 
send your CV to: 

PO Box 21015B Islington, London N12 2XQ 


PROJECT SUPPORT WORKERS- 

LEICESTER BASED 

(Ref: PSW/Night - PSW/Day) 

3 part-time posts 19.5 hours 

Grade RW1 £13,086 pro-rata (£2,340 
weighting for night support posts.) 

W T C ? r “* nired "» P« of the 

You will need 10 have; 

10 of onodonal and practical 

support, waft an emptahje and sensitive approach*™^ 



FINANCIAL 

CONTROLLER 


To advertise in this section please call the 
FINANCIAL team on 

0171 293 2691. 


£30,000 

Tbe successful candidate will be 
a graduate with a min 2 year? 
aperie nt* in credit control and 
account management, you will 
need to be a team placer and 
have the ability to work to strid 
budget and time constraint is 
essmtial. 

AH applicants fti apply m 
untuis to: Fall Lrae, 

2 Michael Road SW6 SAD 


A leading global corporate and investment 
bank is seeking to recruit a new Operational 
Control Project Accountant. The ideal 
candidate would be a CIMA qualified 
accountant and be able to demonstrate 
strong financial service operational 
experience with a practical knowledge of 


activity based costing systems. 

Please send your CV and details of 
your current compensation package to: 
P.O. Box No. 12942. 

Independent Newspapers Pic, 

I Canada Square. Canary Wharf 
London El 4 7DL. 
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New films 


THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (IT) 

Director Brenda Chapman. Simon Wells, 

Steve Htckner 

Voiced by: Vat Kilmer. Ralph Fiennes. 

Michelle Pfeiffer 

DreamHVtate honcho Jeffrey Kalzenberg env isaged 
his cartoon Life of Moses “punted by Claude 
Monetandi^KJfxjgraphed lay Dasrid Lean". The end 

result winds up as The 7tn ComrncmdrnenLs by way 


a! Joseph and his Arruizmg Technicolor DreamcoaL 
Wfest End; ABC Baker Street, ABC Tottenham 
Court Road, Barbican Screen. Clapham Picture 
Bouse. Elephant & Castle Coronet, Empire 
Leicester Square, Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon 
Camden 71 mm. Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage. Ritzy 
Cinema, VC1 W hiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero 


The Independent recommends 

the five best films the five best plays the five best shows 


General Release 


ANTZ fPG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 

West End; ABC Tottenham Court Rood, Phoenix 
Cinema, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on 
the Green, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero 

BABE: PIG IN THE CITY (U) 

In the fbDow-up to Babe, knockabout comedy 
is kept to a minimum in favour of a bleak 
animatraoic fairytale. West End; ABC Baker 
Street, ABC Tottenham Court Road, Clapham 
Picture House. Elephant & Castle Coronet, 
Hammersmith Virgin. Odeon Camden Tbwn. 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, Plaza, Rio Cinema, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero 

BLADE (18) 

A techno soundtrack bumps and grinds behind 
this monotonous arcade-game thriller about a 
New York vampire -killer tackling a power-crazed 
^ new bloodsucker Noise and martial -arts action 
mask its tinny pedigree. 

West End : Odeon Camden Tbum, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village West End 

THE BOYS (18) 

Out of jail after serving a sentence for GBH, 
oldest “boy" Brett Sprague (David Wenbam) 
moves back into his mum's drab suburban home, 
terrorises his girlfriend and turns his younger 
brothers into petty henchmen. The Boys spotlights 
the downside of life Down Under - it's potent, 
predatory stuff 

West End: Metro, Ritzy Cinema 

DANCING AT LUGHNASA (PG> 

Less a dance, more of a trudge, this Ireland-set 
saga is given backbone by Meryl Streep’s regal 
^performance: West End: Curzon Mayfair, Netting 
■Hill Coronet, Rio Cinema 

DEAD MAN’S CURVE (15) 

Writer-director Dan Rosen must have had 
some terrible experiences at university. All the 
students at his nameless American college are 
trying to butcher each other; led into temptation 
by an obscure regulation that awards straight- 
A grades to the room-mates of suicides. Though 
not as deliciously nasty as the Scream films. 
Dead Man’s Curve delivers a respectable 
quota of drive-in shocks. 

West End: ABC Piccadilly 

‘ > 

ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s fbDow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
story of a female figurehead struggling to gain 
purchase in a male world. But Kapur largely 
neglects the opportunities for fun in a story of 
independence triumphing over cruelty. 

Wfest End- ABC Tottenham Court Road, Odeon 
Haymarket, Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Virgin Fulham Road 

FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS (18) 
Har gy Gilliam ’s adaptation Whs af Ralph Swwlman 
- c^rv&onery for its tale of a drug-fuelled 
journalistic assignment The film soon descends 
into a carnival of narcotic lunacy, with the one 
stand-out being Johnny Depp - who brings 
Hunter S Thompson into bald-headed, 
pigeon-toed life. 

West End- ABC Baker Street, Empire Leicester 
Square, Odeon Camden Town, Ritzy Cinema, 
Virgin Haymarket 

rrS A WONDERFUL UFE ttJ) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End : Curzon Soho, Gate Hotting HdL, , 
RichrrumdFilmhoiise, Ritzy Cinema 


- LUGGAGE (PG) 
AHnucertam soap open,! 


Ajfuncertain soap opera, focusing on the ebbs and 
flows within a Hasidic family in 1970s Holland. 
Fitful as drama, the film comes to life as a 
showcase for its high-profile performers phis 
rising star Laura Fraser: 

West End: ABC Swiss Centre, Curzon Mmema, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Phoenix Cinema, 
Richmond FUmhouse, Screen on Baker Street, 
Screen on the HiE 

LOCK, STOCK AND TWO SMOKING 
BARRELS (18) 

Lock. Stock and Two Smoking Barrels follows 
the lead of Tarantino, but the film’s defining 
characteristic is its resilient morality. 

West End: ABC Panton Street, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
" nvkzartme. Warner Village West End 

THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops full speed 
through 19th-century California in the company 
of Antonio Banderas's authentically Hispanic 
do-gooder: A bite-sized history lesson on West 
Coast politics struggles amid a lot of colourful 
d uals and Mattering set-pieces. 

Bfest End : Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture 
House, Elephant & CasQeCoronet, Hammersmith 

Virgin, Odeon Camden Tbum, Odeon Kensington, 

Odom Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road 

MULAN (U) 

In Disney’s anim ated feature, a girl disguises 
herself as a soldier to spare her ailing father from 
the certain death of combat This set-up has got 
it afl: a pro-active heroine who does not want to 
ten d a man or pet woodland animals: a strong 
father/daughter relationship; honour and 
nobjjjty; and, of course, cross-dressing. It's also 
the most visually innovative movies that 
Disney has ever made. 

West End: Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Mezzanine. Odeon Swiss Cottage, VO Whiteleys, 
Virgin Chelsea, Wfcrner VUtageWestEnd 


MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 
r West End ABC Tottenham Court Road, Ritzy 
i Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, Screen on the 
i Hid, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Haymarket 

THE NEGOTIATOR (15) 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spacey go head to 
V head in Gray’s thrilling drama. The script has a 
predilection for Iunk-headed swearing that sounds 
uneasy ™ the mouths of such articulate, rhetorical 
performers. West End: Odeon Camden Tbwn, 
Odeon Marble Arch. UCI Whiteleys. VtrgmFulham 
Road, l^rgin Trocadero, Warner VSIage West End 

1 OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

George Clooney plays the law-breaking hero as 
a down -and-dirty version of Cary Grant, and turns 
in the best performance of his career so fan He 
I seems to be a grown-up film star when most of 
1 Hollywood’s male heart-throbs don’t look old 
I enough to get served in a pub. West End.- Ckzphom 
, Picture House, Empire Leicester Square. Gate 
Notting HiU, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
i Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street. 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero 

THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney rannihalismg its 
own back catalogue; re-heating its 1961 Hayiey 
Mills heart-warmer into a spry, cross-cultural 
caper starring Lindsay Lohan as the separated- 
at-birth twin sisters (one British, one American.) 
determined to get their parents (Natasha 
Richardson. Dennis Quaid) back together. 

West End- Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden 
Tbum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End, UCI 
Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea 

A PERFECT MURDER (15) 

With Hollywood awash with d umb re-makes, the 
news that Hitchcock's classic Dial MJor Murder 
was to be rehashed did not bode well But this is 
gold-plated trash: the sort erf thing Hollywood does 
better than anyone else. West End: ABC Panton 
Street Warner Vifloge West End 

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY OJ) 

Sublime cinema. It’s a fast-talking romantic 
comedy, of course, but there's nothing silly or 
trivial about it George Cukor’s movie has a strange 
and melancholy heart and Katherine Hepburn's 
unsatisfied heiress sheds real tears. 

West End: Curzon Soho, Renoir 

PLAYING GOD (18) 

Cracker director Andy Wilson suffers a rude 
lesson in Hollywood politics with this glossy but 
garbled thriller about a junkie doctor (David 
Duchovny) embroiled with a gang of counterfeiters 
headed by a hammy Tim Hutton. 

West End Warner Village West End 

RONIN (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End: Odeon Kensington, Odeon West End, 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Dicker star in this hit-and- 
miss affair. West End: Elephant & Castle 
Coronet, Cate Notting H3L, Hoxrmersmiih Virgin, 
Odem Camden Tbum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero, V/arner Village West End 

SLUMS OF BEVERLY HILLS (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
Wfest End- ABC Piccadilly, ABC Shaftesbury 
Avenue 

TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE U8) 

Once ridiculously held up as a video nasty Tube 
Hooper’s thrift-shop chiller is, rather; a unholy 
celebration of the blood-lust urges within white- 
trash America, ushering a bunch of generic teens 
to their doom among a family of unemployed 
slaughtermen. Explicit violence is thin on the 
ground; instead if s the alien, voodoo mood which 
do minates. West End- ABC Shaftesbury Avenue 

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 
The latest comedy from the tasteless writer- 
director team of Peter and Bobby FarreCy. The 
film is basically * soft-centred romantic comefty 
of the kind that drifts out of Hollywood on a 
regular basis. The gags never amount to more 
than vulgar icing on an unexeptionaDy bland cake. 
West End- Odeon Mezzanine, Screen on the Green, 
Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Haymarket 

VELVET GOLDMINE (18) 

Jonathan Rhys Myers plays is a Bowie-esque idol 
in glitter make-up; his friend and mentor Girt Wild 
(Ewan McGregor) is a self-destructive US 
rocker in the Lou Reed-Iggy Pop mould. The 
story of how these characters are bound together 
is told in a film b rimming with intelligent ideas. 
West End: Curzon Soho. Rio Cinema 

LA VIE REVEE DES ANGES 
(THE DREAM LIFE OF ANGELS) (18) 

Isa (Elkxfie Bouchez) is a gamine but impoverished 
drifter who meets Marie (Natacha Reginer) 
while temping at a clothes sweatshop. They 
become friends and move in together in a 
stunning first feature fix* Erick Zonca. 

West End: ABC Swiss Centre, Curzon Mmema, 
Phoenix Cinema, Screen on the Green 


My Name is Joe ( 1 5 ) 

All that one would expect from a Ken Loach film 
- humour, indignation and emotional sympathy - 
driven by Peler MuHan's scarily intense performance 
as a recovering alcoholic. 

Antz (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar ^< =1 
slars Woody Alien as a worker am who becomes 
an unlikely opponent of the colony's totalitarian 
regime. Good fun, and Alien’s best work in a while. 


Slums of Beverly 
Hills (15) 

Dtmara Jenkins’ 
feature d&but is a 
modest but winning 
rites-of-passage movie 
about a family coping 
with poverty in LA’s 
richest suburb. Alan 
Ar kin gives an acting 
masterclass as the dad. 


Ronin (15) 

John Frankenheimer’s 

action thriller is buttressed by a fine 
international cast (Robert De Niro, Jean Reno, 
Stdlan Skarsgard), moody French locations and a 
dutch of supercharged car chases. 

It’s a Wonderful Life (U, Curzon Soho) 
Despite its reputation as a national treasure. 
Frank Capra's hymn lo smalltown selflessness is 
fraught with ail kinds of contradictions and blind 
spots. James Stewart, granted a vision of bow life 
would have* been had he never been born, is 
magnificent in the lead role [above). 

Anthony Quinn 



Hindle Wakes 

Royal Exchange, Manchester 
Spectacularly refurbished after the 1996 bombing, 
this tbearre bounces back in fine resilient form 
with the excellent production which had lo be 
aborted then. To 9 Jan 

Martin Guerre 

West Yorkshire Playhouse. Leeds 
It's third time lucky for this much- rewrit ten 
BoubljJ/Scbonberg musicaL In Conall Morrison's 
starkly involving production, it finally emerges as 
a tighter, magnificent show. To IS Feb 


The Invention 
of Love 

Theatre Royal. 
Haymarket 
Witty fantasia 

by Tom Stoppard on 
the twin passions 
of AE Housman: 
scholarship and an 
unavailable hetero- 
sexual friend. 

To 4 Apr 


Copenhagen 

Cottesloe, National Theatre 
Michael Frayn's profound and haunting meditation 
on science, morality and the mysteries of human 
motivation. To 27 Jan 

The Boy Who Fell Into a Book 

Stephen Joseph Theatre. Scarborough 
Typically witty and ingenious concept from 
Alan Ayckbourn [above) - here wearing his 
children’s dramatist hat. To 9 Jan 

Paul Taylor 



Louise Bourgeois Serpentine Gallery 
Vfeteran Fre neb- American sculptress, still a leading 
ligh t at 87, shows new installations in which a giant 
motber/spider presides over images of spinning and 
weaving, restoration and decay. 7o 10 Jan 

Claude Lorrain British Museum 

One hundred drawings by the great French classical 
landscape painter ybdow). including his remarkably 
vivid outdoor studies of woods and streams. 
To 10 Jan 


Bridget Riley 

Abbott Hali. Kendal 
A small retrospective, 
spanning the career 
of top British abs- 
tractionist Riley - from 
the shimmering mono- 
chromes of her early 
Sixties Op An fame, 
to colour, stripes, 
diagonals and curves. 
To 31 Jan 


Edward Burne-Jones 

Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery 

Centenary exhibition gathers together many 
favourites illustrating Burne-Jones's romantic and 
medievalist netherworld. To 17 Jan 

Chris Ofili Whitworth Gallery, 
Manchester 

The 1998 Turner Prize winner is an upbeat 
original, bis surfaces dense and decorative, 
with swirls of dots, eyes. Afros and black 
icons, and incorporating mutant balls of 
elephant dung. To 24 Jan 

TOM LUBBOCK 



Cinema 

west End 

ABC BAUER STREET 

(0870 9020418) O Baker Street 
Babe: Pig in die City 1.20pm. 
6.20pm Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas 3.40pm. 8.30pm The 

Prince of Egypt 1.40pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm. 8.35pm 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) «■ Piccadilly 
Circus The Last Days of Disco 
1.10pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 
Lock. Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.10pm. 3.35pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm A Perfect Murder 
1.1 0pm. 3.35pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
The Wisdom of Crocodiles 
1.10pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm) 
«■ Piccadilly Circus Dead Man’s 
Curve 4.05pm. 8-45pm Hamam: 
The Turkish Bath 1.25pm. 

I 3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm Victory 
1.10pm. 6.10pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) Leicester 
Square/Tottenham Court Road 
Slums of Beverly Hills 1.05pm, 
3.25pm. 7.05pm. 9.05pm Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre 1.35pm. 
3.55pm. 6.35pm. 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) «■ Leicester 
I Squar&'Piccadfliy Orcus Angel 
Sharks 1.30pm. 3.25pm. 5.20pm. 
7.15pm, 9.10pm The Governess 
1 .45pm. 4.05pm. 6.25pm. 

8.45pm Left Luggage 1 .30pm. 
6.55pm Rlen Ne \fa Plus 4.45pm. 
9.15pm La Vie Revie des Anges 
1 .25pm. 3.45pm, 6.05pm. 

8.25pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) » Tottenham 
Court Road Antz 1.15pm, 6.35pm 
Babe: Pig in Che City 1.05pm. 
3.40pm Elizabeth 3.30pm, 

8.55pm My Name Is Joe 6.25pm. 
9.05pm The Prince or Egypt 
1.20pm. 3.50pm. 6.50pm. 

9.30pm 


3.50pm. 


THE WISDOM OF CROCODILES (15) 

Jude Lav plays a contemporary vampire who 
wines and dines his victims before he goes for the 
jugular West End: ABC Ponton Street 


BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) & Barbican The 
Mask of Zbrro 3pm. 6pm, 
8.40pm The Prince of Egypt 
3pm, 5.30pm. 8pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0T 71-351 3742) «■ Stoane Square 
On Connate la Chanson 1pm. 
3.30pm, 6pm. 8.35pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) O Clapham 
Common Babe: Pig in the City 
1.45pm, 4.15pm, 6.45pm The 
Mask of Zorro 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 
6.15pm, 9pm Out of Sight 
9.30pm The Prince of Egypt 
2.30pm, 4.45pm, 7pm, 9.15pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) -O Green Park 
Dandng at Lugfmasa 2pm, 
4.15pm, 6.30pm, 9pm 

CURZON M1NEMA 

(0171-369 1723) O Hyde Park 
Comer/Knightsbridge Left 

Luggage 2.50pm. 6.50pm La Vie 
Revee des Anges 4.40pm. 
8.40pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (T2pm-6pm) 

O- Leicester Square/Tottenham 

Court Road The Eel fUnagi) 
1.30pm, 6.45pm Henry Fool 
4.10pm, 9pm It’s a Wonderful 
Life 1pm. 6.30pm The Last Days 
of Disco 2.15pm, 9.30pm The 
Philadelphia Story 12 noon. 
4.30pm. 7pm Velvet Goldmine 
3.30pm, 9. 1 5pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) O Elephant * 
Castle Babe: Pig in the City 
1.50pm. 3.45pm The Mask of 
Zorro 2pm, 5.15pm, 8.10pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.20pm, 8.35pm Rush Hour 

6.30pm, 8.45pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O Leicester 
Square Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas 12.40pm, 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 
9pm Out of Sight 12.10pm. 
2.55pm, 5.50pm, 8.35pm The 

, Prince of Egypt 10.45am. 1pm. 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8.30pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) Notdng Hill 
Gate It's a Wonderful Ufe 
4.10pm (+ Short: Whoosh) Out of 
Sight 1 ,40pm, 6.40pm Rush Hour 
9.05pm 


HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) e Ravertscourt 
Park/Hammersmith Babe: Pig In 
the City 12noon. 2.20pm, 4.20pm 
Enemy of the State 6.20pm. 9pm 
The Mask of Zorro 12 noon. 3pm, 
6pm. 9pm The Parent Trap 
12.10pm. 3pm. 5.50pm, 8.40pm 
The Prince of Egypt 12.15pm, 
2.20pm. 4.30pm, 6.30pm, 

8.30pm Rush Hour 6.30pm. 9pm 

ICA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) «■ Charing Cross 
Sognl d’Oro 5pm, 7pm, 9pm Le 
Voyage Imaginaire 6.30pm. 
8.30pm (+ Short) 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) O Piccadilly 
Grcus/Letcester Square The Boys 
1pm. 3.30pm, 6pm, 8.30pm Fire 
2pm. 4.15pm, 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) Q Notting Hill 
Gate Dandng at Lugfmasa 
2.30pm. 4.30pm. 6.30pm. 

8.45pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(0B705 -050007 ) & Camden Town 
Babe: Pig in the City 11.55am, 
1.55pm, 3.55pm The Mask of 
Zorro 11.50am, 2.40pm. 5.40pm. 
8.30pm Mulan 12.05pm The 
Negotiator 5.30pm, B.25pm Out 
of Sight 5.55pm. 8.40pm The 
Parent Trap 12.15pm, 2.55pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 2 noon. 
2.25pm, 4.40pm. 6.55pm, 

9.10pm Rush Hour 2.15pm. 
4.30pm, 6.40pm. 9.05pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) ■& Piccadilly 

Qnais Elizabeth 2.15pm. 5pm. 
7.45pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) «■ High Street 
Kensington Babe: Pig In the City 

I. 30pm. 3.55pm The Mask of 

Zorro 2.25pm, 5.40pm, 8.55pm 
Out of Sight 12.20pm, 3.20pm. 
6.20pm, 9.20pm The Parent Tfap 
12noon, 3pm. 6.05pm, 9.10pm 
The Prince of Egypt 12 noon. 
2.25pm, 4.50pm. 7.15pm. 

9.40pm Ronin 6.20pm. 9.15pm 
Rush Hour 1.55pm, 4.30pm, 
7.05pm. 9.40pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) ■©■ Leicester 

Square The Mask oF Zorro 

II. 40pm, 2.30pm. 5.25pm, 

8.20pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) e Marble Arch 
Babe: Pig In the Gty 12.1 5pm. 
3.05pm The Mask of Zorro 
11. 50pm. 2.50pm, 5.55pm, 9pm 
The Negotiator 8.55pm Out of 
Sight 6pm. 8.55pm The Parent 
Tfap 12.15pm, 3.05pm. 6pm The 


Prince of Egypt 11.45am. 

2.05pm, 4.25pm, 6.45pm. 

9.10pm Rush Hour 11.50am, 
2.15pm, 4.40pm, 7.05pm. 

9.30pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) e Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 12.35pm. 
3.05pm. 5.35pm, 8.20pm Lock, 
Stock & TWo Smoking Barrels 

I. 25pm. 3.55pm, 6.20pm. 

8.45pm Les Mfscnbles 2.35pm, 
5.30pm, 8.15pm Mulan 2.10pm, 
4.20pm Snake Eyes 6.25pm, 
8.35pm There’s Something About 
Mary 12.45pm, 3.15pm. 5.45pm. 
8.20pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) Swiss Cottage 
Babe: Pig in the City 1.25pm, 
3.45pm Elizabeth 8.30pm Left 
Luggage 6.25pm. 8.45pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1.40pm, 4.55pm. 
8pm Mulan 12.45pm Out of 
Sight 3pm. 5.25pm. 8.20pm The 
Parent IFap 12.15pm. 3.05pm. 
5.45pm The Prince of Egypt 
1pm. 3.25pm. 5.55pm. 8J5pm 
Rush Hour 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.50pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) «■ Leicester 

Square The Parent Dap 12. 15pm. 
3pm. 5.40pm, 8.30pm Ronin 

12.35pm. 3.10pm. 5.45pm, 

8.2Sp<m 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) G Piccadilly 
Orcus Everest 12.35pm, 2.40pm. 
4.45pm, 7pm, 9.05pm T-Rek 
B ack to the Cretaceous (3-D) 

I I . 30am. 1 ,35pm, 3.40pm, 

5.45pm, 8pm. 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(0181-444 6789) G East Finchley 
Antz 12pm Left Luggage 1.50pm 
La Vie Rev4e des Anges 4.05pm. 
6.30pm, 3.55pm 


PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly Circus 
Antz 1.15pm. 3.30pm Babe: Pig 
In the City 12.45pm. 3.10pm. 
5.30pm Rurii Hour 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 9pm Saving Private 
Ryan 7.50pm The Truman Show 
6pm. 8.30pm Twilight 1pm, 
3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) O Russell 

Square On Connait la Chanson 
1pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.35pm The 
Philadelphia Story 1 .30pm. 
3.55pm, 6.20pm. 8.45pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/G Brtxton 
Antz 12.05pm. 2.05pm Babe: Pig 
in the City 12.10pm, 2.2Spm. 
4.25pm The Boys 7pm East Side 
Story 2.45pm It’s a Wonderful 
Life 4.15pm |+ Shorn Whoosh) 
The Mask of Zorro 12.45pm. 

3 30pm. 6.15pm. 8.55pm My 
Name is Joe 8.50pm (+ Short: 
The Man Who Held His Breath) 
Out of Sight 6.35pm, 9.15pm (+ 
Shore Vacuum) The Prince of 
Egypt 12noon. 2.15pm. 4.30pm. 
6.45pm. 9pm Rush Hour 4pm, 
6.50pm. 9.20pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) O Baker Street 
Left Luggage 2.30pm. 4.40pm. 
6.50pm, 9pm My Name is Joe 
2.20pm. 6.40pm Out of Sight 
4.20pm. 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) O Angel Antz 
3.30pm La Vie Rev6e des Anges 
6.15pm. 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) O Befeize Park 
Left Luggage 2.30pm, 4.30pm, 
6.40pm My Name is Joe 8.50pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) O Queensway 
Antz 4pm Babe: Pig in the City 
3.50pm. 4.50pm. 7.10pm Blade 
6.20pm. 9.10pm The Mask of 
Zorro 2.50pm. 5.40pm, 8.50pm 
The Negotiator 6.10pm, 9pm Out 
of Sight 3.40pm, 6.30pm. 

9.20pm The Parent Trap 3pm, 
5.50pm, 8.40pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
Ronin 9.35pm Rush Hour 
4,40pm, 7pm. 9.30pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 07 1 0) «■ Stoane Square 
Antz 12.30pm, 2.30pm, 4.15pm, 
6.30pm Mulan 12.45pm My 
Name Is Joe 8.45pm Out of Sight 
2.45pm, 5.30pm, 9pm The Parent 
Trap 1 2.1 5pm. 3pm, 5.45pm. 
8.30pm Rush Hour 2pm. 5pm. 
7.15pm. 9.30pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) South 

Kensington Babe: Pig in the Gty 
1pm, 3pm. 5pm Elizabeth 2pm, 
5.30pm. 8.20pm The Mask of 
Zorro 12.20pm. 3.10pm, 6.10pm. 

9. 1 0pm The Negotiator 1 2.40pm. 
3.35pm. 6.25pm. 9.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12.10pm. 
2.15pm. 4.25pm. 6.40pm. 

8.50pm Ronin 7pm. 9.30pm 
There’s Somethfcig About Mary 
2.15pm, 5.50pm, 9pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) «■ Piccadilly 
Circus Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas 12.45pm. 3.20pm, 6pm. 
8.35pm My Name is Joe 1 2.55pm, 
3.30pm, 6.10pm, 8.45pm There’s 
Something About Mary 12.30pm. 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.25pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) «■ Piccadilly 
Circus Antz 12.1 Opm. 2 . 1 0pm. 
4.05pm, 6.10pm, 8.30pm Babe: 
Pig In the City 12.20pm, 2.20pm. 
4.20pm Blade 6.25pm, 9pm The 
Negotiator 2pm. 5.30pm. 8.30pm 
Out of Sight 12noon, 2.50pm, 
5.40pm. 8.30pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12.50pm. 3.20pm, 5.50pm. 
8.10pm Rush Hour 12.10pm. 
2.25pm. 4.40pm. 7pm, 9.20pm 
The Human Show 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6.10pm. 9pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) -O Leicester 
Square Wade 1 .20pm. 4pm, 
6.40pm. 9.20pm The Ex orcis t 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
1.30pm, 3.20pm, 6pm, 8,40pm 
Lethal Weapon 4 12noon. 
2.50pm. 5.40pm, 8.30pm Lock. 
Stock & TWo Smoking Barrels 
1 ,20pm. 3.40pm. 6 .20pm. 

8.50pm Mulan 12.10pm, 2.30pm. 
4.40pm The Negotiator 12.1 0pm, 
3.10pm, 6.10pm, 9.20pm A 

Per fec t Murder 1.10pm, 3.50pm, 
6.30pm. 9pm Playing God 
7.10pm. 9.30pm Rush Hour 

1 2.50pm. 1 .50pm. 3.20pm. 

4.20pm, 5.50pm. 7pm. 8.20pm. 
9.30pm. 1 


Cinema 

London locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066)0- Park Royal Antz 
12.10pm, 2.10pm. 4.20pm. 

6.30pm. 8.30pm Babe: Pig In The 
City 10am. 12.10pm. 2.20pm. 
4.30pm, 6.50pm Blade 7pm. 
9.55pm The Mask Of Zorro 
1 2 noon. 2.55pm. 5.50pm. 8.40pm 
Mulan 10.35am, 2.45pm The Ne- 
gotiator 6.10pm. 9.10pm Out Of 
Sight 9.45pm The Parent Trap 1 pm. 
3.45pm. 6.40pm. 9.35pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 1 ,30pm. 3.55pm, 
6.20pm. 8.55pm Rush Hour 
12.50pm, 2.30pm, 3.05pm. 

4.50pm. 5.20pm. 7.T0pm. 7.40pm. 
10.05pm. 9-2 5pm Small Soldiers 
12.25pm. 4.40pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) O High 
Barnet Antz 12 noon Babe: Pig In 
The City 1 2 .20pm, 2 . 1 5pm. 
4.15pm. 6.05pm The Mask Of 
Zorro 12.45pm. 3.45pm, 8pm The 
Negotiator 8.15pm Out Of Sight 
8.25pm The f^rent Trap 12.40pm. 
3.20pm The Prince Of Egypt 
12.40pm, 3.20pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm 
Rush Hour 1.55pm. 4.15pm, 
6.35pm. 8.55pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Antz 4.55pm. 6.50pm 
Babe: Pig In The City 12.15pm. 
2.35pm The Parent Trap 1 2.25pm, 
3.10pm, 5.55pm, 8.30pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 12.30pm. 3pm, 
6.40pm, 9pm Rush Hour 8.50pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

ONEWORLD (0181-303 1550) BR: 
Bexleyheath Antz 12.30pm, 
2.30pm. 4.30pm. 6.30pm Babe: Pig 
In Hie Gty 11am, 1.05pm. 3.10pm, 
5.15pm Blade 7.10pm, 9.40pm 
Kuch Kuril Hota Hai 2pm, 5.20pm 
(not Wed), 8.45pm The Mask Of 
Zorro 1pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm, 
9.20pm Mulan 12noon Out Of 
Sight 7.1 5pm. 9.45pm The Parent 
Trap 11.1 Oam, 1 ,45pm. 4.25pm. 
7pm, 9.35pm The Prince Of Egypt 
1 1am, 12.1 Opm. 1.10pm, 2.2upm. 
3.20pm. 4.30pm. 5.30pm. 6.50pm, 
9pm Rush Hour 1pm, 330pm, 6pm. 
7.40pm. 8.30pm, 9.45pm Small 
Soldiers 1 2noon, 2.30pm. 4.50pm 
There's Something About Mary 
8.50pm Vertigo 5.30pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) 

BR: Bromley NorttVBromley South 
Babe: Pig bi The Gty 1 . 1 5pm The 
Mask Of Zorro 1 ,45pm. 5.05pm, 
8-1 Opm Out Of Sight 8.35pm The 
Parent Trap 12.10pm, 3pm. 
5.45pm The Prince Of Egypt 
1 2 .45pm, 3. 1 5pm, 6.05pm. 8.45pm 
Rush Hour 3.50pm, 6.20pm. 
8.50pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (01 81-698 3306) BR: Catford 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 1.30pm, 
3.50pm, 6pm The Prince Of Egypt 
1.15pm, 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 
Rush Hour 8.40pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: Croydon West/East Buffalo 66 
3.15pm Elizabeth 5.45pm The 
Last Days Of Disco 8.30pm Mulan 

I lam 

SAFARI (0181 -688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon. Babe: Pig In The Gty 
12.20pm, 2.50pm, 5.45pm: 

1 2.20pm. 2.50pm The Mask Or 
Zorro 12.05pm, 2.45pm. 5.40pm, 
8.20pm The Prince Of Egypt 
l2noon. 2.30pm. 5.50pm, 8.10pm 
Rush Hour 8.05pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Antz 1 pm. 
3.10pm. 5.10pm, 7.10pm, 9.10pm 
Babe: Pig In The City 1.25pm, 
3.50pm. 6.05pm Blade 6.50pm. 
9.50pm The Mask Of Zorro 

I I 50am. 2.50pm. 5.50pm. 830pm 
Mulan 10.10am, 2.30pm The 
Negotiator 6pm. 9pm Out Of 
Sight 8.30pm The Parent Trap 
1 2 .30pm. 3.30pm. 6.25pm. 9.20pm 
The Prince Of Egypt 10.40am, 
1.10pm, 3.40pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
Rush Hour 1.40pm, 4.10pm. 
6.40pm. 9.30pm Small Soldiers 
12.10pm. 4.30pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) Q Dagenham Heathway Antz 
1 T .30am. 1 .30pm. 3.40pm. 

5.40pm, 8pm Babe: Pig In The Oty 
10.30am. 1 1am. 12.45pm. 1.45pm. , 

4pm. 6. 1 5pm Blade 8.40pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1 2 noon. 3pm. 
5.50pm. 9.10pm Mulan 11.20am. 
4pm The Negotiator 9.30pm Out 
Of Sight 8.30pm j 


The Parent Trap 1 0.45am. 1 ,25pm. 
4.10pm, 6.55pm. 9.40pm The Prince 
Of Egypt 11am. 1.20pm, 3.45pm. 
6.1 0pm. 8.40pm Ibisti Hour 1 .1 5pm. 
3pm, 3.30pm. 5.15pm. 6.30pm, 
7.30pm, 9pm. 9.50pm Small Soldiers 

I , 40pm. 6. 1 5pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/O Ealing Broadway 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 1 2 noon The 
Mask Of Zorro 2.10pm, 5.30pm. 
8.30pm The F^rent Trap 12.30pm. 
3.20pm The Prince Of Egypt 1 pm. 
3.20pm. 5.50pm. 8.05pm Rush 
Hour 6pm, 8.40pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) 
O Edgware Antz 1 2.30pm. 2 .30pm 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 12.15pm. 
2.30pm Jhoole Bole Kauwa Kaate 
phone for times Kuch Kuril Hota Hal 
phone for rimes Mehndi phone for 
times Nasseb phone for times The 
Parent Trap 1.45pm (not Wed). 
5pm, 8pm Mbjood phone for times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) O Tottenham Hale Antz 

II. 50am. 2.10pm. 3pm. 6.35pm 

Babe: Pig In The Gty 10.45am. 
12.1 Opm. 1 . 1 5pm. 2 .30pm. 
3.45pm, 5.10pm, 6.25pm. 7.50pm 
Blade 3.10pm. 6pm. 9.05pm Doll 
Sajake Rakhna 8.55pm Kuril Kuch 
Hota Hal 5.10pm. 8.40pm The 
Mask Of Zorro 12.30pm. 3.35pm. 
6.50pm, 10pm Mulan 10.35am. 
12.50pm The Negotiator 10.10pm 
Out Of Sight 4pm, 7pm, 10.20pm 
The Parent Trap l2noon. 2.50pm. 
5.50pm, 8pm The Prince OF Egypt 
11.10am. 1.40pm. 4.10pm, 

6.35pm. 9.15pm Ronin 9.25pm 
Rush Hour 11.40am, 12.40pm. 
2.15pm. 3.20pm, 4.45pm. 6.10pm, 
7.15pm, 8.55pm. 9.50pm Saving 
Private Ryan 9.15pm Small 
Soldiers 11am, 1.30pm 

FELTHAM 

ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555} BR: Feltham Antz 
11.25am, 1.25pm. 3.25pm. 

5.25pm, 7 .25pm Babe: Pig In The 
City T2noon, 2.20pm. 4.40pm 
Blade 7pm, 9.30pm Doli Sajake 
Rakhna 3.20pm, 9.50pm Jhoole 
Bole Kauwa Kaate 11. 05am. 
2.35pm. 6.05pm. 9.35pm Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hal 11.10am, 2.40pm, 
6.10pm. 9.40pm Kudrac 3pm. 
6.30pm, 10pm Lock, Stock & TWo 
Smoking Barrels 9.45pm The Mask 
Of Zorro 1 2noon, 3pm. 6pm, 9pm 
Mulan 11am, 1pm Nasseb 
1 1 ,30am, 6.20pm The Negotiator 
6.15pm Out Of Sight 4.30pm, 
7.05pm. 9.40pm The Parent Tfap 

I. 15pm, 4pm, 6.55pm. 9.35pm 
The Prince Of Egypt 11am. 
12 noon. 1.30pm. 2!30pm. 4pm. 
5pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm Rush Hour 

II. 40am. 2pm, 4.20pm, 6.40pm. 
7.30pm. 9.05pm Small Soldiers 
1 1 ,30am. 2pm The Soldier (Aslan 
Him) 12noon. 3pm, 9pm Wajood 
1 1.15am. 2.45pm. 6.15pm, 9.45pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) B East Finch toy /Finchley 
Central Antz IT. 30am. 2pm, 

4. 1 5pm, 7.30pm, 10pm Babe: Pig 
In The City 11.50am. 2.10pm. 
4.30pm, 7pm Blade 9-45pm The 
Mask Or Zorro 1 1 .10am. 2.20pm. 
5.20pm. 8.30pm Mulan 1 0.30am, 

1 2.40pm The Negotiator 5.40pm. 
9.20pm Out Of Sight 6.50pm, 
9.40pm The Parent Trap 1 1 .40am, 
2.30pm, 5.30pm. B.40pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 10.40am. 1 ,10pm. 
3.40pm, 6.30pm, 9pm Rush Hour 

I. 40pm, 4pm. 6.10pm, 8.50pm 
Small Soldiers 2.50pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 

WARNER VILLAGE ROAD (0171- 

604 3110) O Finchley Road Antz 

I I . 20am, 1 .30pm, 3.40pm. 
5.50pm, 8pm Babe: Pig In The Gty 
12.10pm. 2.30pm. 5.10pm. 7.30pm 
Lock, Stock & TWo Smoking 
Barrels 10pm The Mask OF Zorro 
1 2 .2 0pm, 3,20pm, 6.20pm. 9.20pm 
Mulan 11. 30am. 1.40pm The Ne- 
gotiator 3.50pm. 6.50pm. 9.50pm 
Out Of Sight 3.55pm. 6.40pm. 
9.40pm The Parent trap T2noon. 
3pm. 6pm. 9pm The Prince Of 
Egypt 11am. 1.15pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm, 8.45pm Ronin 10.05pm 
Rush Hour 12.30pm. 2.50pm. 
5.30pm. 7.50pm. 10.10pm Small 
Soldiers 11.05am, 1.20pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) O Golders 
Green The Prtoce Of Egypt 1 ,45pm. 
4.05pm, 6.20pm. 8.35pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) BR: 
Greenwich Antz 1 . 1 0pm EBzabeth 
2.45pmm The Mask Of Zorro 
3pm. 5.50pm. B.40pm Mulan 
12.55pm The Prince Of Egypt 
1.45pm. 4pm. 6.15pm. 8.30pm 
Rush Hour 5pm, 7. ] 5pm. 9.30pm 
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HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) -& Belsize 
Park Babe; Pig In The Gty 1 .30pm, 
3.40pm, 6pm Out Of Sight 8. 1 Opm 
The Parent Drap 2.20pm, 5.25pm. 
8.10pm The Prince OF Egypt 
1.15pm. 3.30pm. 6.15pm. 8.35pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI (0181-426 0303) O Har- 
KJw-on-the-HiW/Hanwi & Weald- 
stone Ooli Sajahe Rtikhna 1 ,30pm, 
5pm. 8.45pm Fire 7pm Kudrat 

I. 30pm. 8.45pm 

HARROW 

WARNER VILLAGE (01 81-42 7 
9009) «■ Harrow-on-the-Hlll Antz 

II. 40am, 1. 40pm, 3.40pm. 

5.40pm, 7.40pm. 9.40pm Babe; Pig 
In Die Gty 10.40am, 11.10am, 
1,1 (him, 1.40pm, 4.10pm. 6.40pm 
Blade 6.45pm. 9.15pm The Mask 
Of Zorro 11.20am, 2.20pm. 
5.25pm, 8.30pm Mulan 10.45am, 
12.45pm, 2.45pm, 4.45pm The 
Negotiator 9.10pm Out OF Sight 
6.05pm. 8.45pm The Parent Trap 
10.1 5am. 1.05pm. 3.55pm. 

6.45pm, 9.30pm The Prince Of 
Egypt 9.35am, 1 2.05pm, 2.30pm. 
4.55pm. 7.25pm. 9.50pm Rush 
Hour 11 am, 1.30pm, 3.30pm. 4pm. 
6pm. 6.30pm, 9pm, 10pm Small 
Soldiers 10.05am. 1 2.55pm. 

2.45pm, 4.45pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) «■ Hol- 
loway Road/Archway Antz 
12.20pm, 2.15pm, 4.15pm. 6.45pm 
Babe: Pig In Die City 1pm. 3.05pm 
Blade 8.45pm The Mask Of Zor- 
ro 12.30pm, 3.45pm. 8.15pm Mu- 
lan 1 .20pm The Negotiator 
5.20pm, 8.20pm Out Of Sight 
3pm. 5.45pm, 8.25pm The Parent 
Trap 12.1 Opm. 3pm. 5.50pm, 
8.35pm The Prince Of Egypt 
12.10pm. 2.20pm, 4.35pm. 

6.50pm, 9pm Rush Hour 1 2.05pm, 
2.20pm. 3.50pm, 4.35pm. 6.1 5pm. 
6.50pm. 8.30pm. 9.05pm Small 
Soldiers 12.35pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705- 050007) G Gants 
Hill Babe: Pig In The Gty 1 . 1 Opm. 
3.35pm. 6pm The Mask Of Zorro 

I. 50pm. 5pm, 8.10pm The Nego- 
tiator 8pm Out Of Sight. 8. 15pm 
The Parent Thap 1 1 .55am, 2.30pm, 
5.30pm The Prince Of Egypt 

II. 40am, 2pm 4.20pm. 6.30pm. 
8.50pm Rush Hour 1.30pm. 
3.50pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm 

KILBURN 

TRICYCLE THEATRE (0171-328 
1 00 0) ■& KJlbtim Dancing at Lugh- 
nasa 6.30pm Mulan 1 -30pm, 4pm 
Out of Sight 8.45pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston Antz 6.10pm Babe: 
Pig ki The Gty 1 .1 Opm. 3.25pm The 
Parent Trap 2pm. 5.10pm. 8pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 1.1 Opm. 3.40pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm Rush Hour 8.30pm 

M US IN ELL HILL 

ODEON (08705-050007) O High- 
gate Babe- Pig In The Gty 1 2.20pm 
The Mask Of Zorro 11.30am, 
2.30pm. 5.20pm. 8.20pm Out Of 
Sight 8.25pm The Parent Dap 
1 2. 1 5pm. 3pm. 5.45pm The Prince 
Of Egypt 11.55am. 2.05pm. 
4.30pm. 6.45pm. 9pm 

PECKHAiTi 

PREMIER 0181-235 3006) BR: 
Peck ham Rye Babe: Pig In The Gty 
1 2.35pm. 2.30pm. 4.25pm, 6.25pm 
Blade 9.15pm The Mask Of 
Zorro 2.45pm. 5pm. 7.15pm. 
9.30pm Mulan 12.45pm The 
Negotiator 8.40pm The Parent Dap 
12.20pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 6.20pm 
The Prince Of Egypt 1 pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8-30pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purley 
Babe: Pig In The City 2.10pm. 
4.10pm The Parent Trap 2.05pm. 
5.05pm, 8.05pm The Prince Of 
Egypt 1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.05pm. 
8.25pm Rush Hour 6.20pm. 
8.35pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-9020401) G Putney 
Bridge. BR: Putney. Antz 6pm 
Babe: Pig In The City 1.15pm. 
3.30pm Out Of Sight 8.15pm The 
Parent Trap 2.15pm. 5.15pm. 
8.15pm The Prince Of Egypt 
1 .10pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/O- 
Richmond The Mask Of Zorro 
2.10pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 1.10pm. 3.40pm. 
6.20pm. 9pm Rush Hour 1 ,40pm. 
4pm. 6.50pm. 9.20pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BR/^ Richmond Antz 1.30pm, 
3.40pm Babe: Pig In The Gty 
1 .30pm. 3.40pm Dancing Ac Lugh- 
nasa 7pm. 9.20pm Mulan 1 .20pm 
The Negotiator 8.40pm Out Of 
Sight 3. 1 Opm. 6pm. 9pm The Fer- 
enc Trap 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm 
Ron In 8.50pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 1.10pm. 
3.30pm. 6.1 0pm The Parent Trap 
2.20pm. 5.20pm. 8.10pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 1 .20pm. 3.40pm. 
6pm. 8.20pm Rush Hour 8.35pm 


3pm, 5,45pm, 8.30pm The Negp- 
s da tor 8.10pm The Parent Dap 
, 12.1 Opm. 2.50pm, 5.30pm The 

1 Prince Of Egypt 1 2. 1 5pm, 2.25pm, 
4.35pm. 6.45pm. 8.55pm Rush 
t Hour 1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.10pm. 

* 8.40pm 

STRATFORD 

■ NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 

■ HOUSE(555 3366) BR/^ Strat- 
ford East Babe: Pig In The Gty 

t 12. 15pm. 2.15pm. 4.15pm The 
Mask Of Zorro 12.10pm, 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.35pm The ferent Dap 
t 1.10pm, 3.45pm The Prince Of 
r Egypt 12noon. 2.05pm. 4.15pm. 

* 6.45pm. 8.55pm Rush Hour 

| 6.35pm. 9pm Slums Of Beverly 

[ HOIS 7pm. 9.15pm 

1 SUTTON 

‘ UG 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
con/& Warden Antz 11.30am. 

I , 30pm. 4pm Babe: Pig hi The Gty 

II. 15am, 1.45pm. 4.30pm. 7pm 

' Blade 9.45pm The Mask Of 1 
Zorro 1 2 noon. 3pm. 6pm, 9pm The 
Negotiator 6.30pm Out Of Sight i 
9.30pm The ftrent Dap 11.45am. I 
\ 2.45pm. 5.45pm The Prince Of 

Egypt 10,45am. 1.15pm. 3.45pm, 
6.1 25pm, 8.45pm Rush Hour 2pm. 
4.15pm, 6.45pm, 9.15pm Saving 
Private Ryan 8.30pm Small 
Soldiers 1 1am 

TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-888 2519) 
•& Turnpike Lane Babe: Prg In The 
aty 1 .50pm. 3.45pm The Mask Of 
Zorro 2pm. 5.15pm. 8.1 Opm The 
Prince Of Egypt 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm, 6.35pm Rush Hour 
6.30pm, 8.45pm 

SURREY QUAYS 
UG (0990-888990) -6- Surrey 
Quays Antz 1 1.15am, 1.30pm. 
3.45pm. 6.10pm Babe: Pig In The 
City 11am. 11.15am. 1.10pm, 
1.30pm. 3.45pm, 4pm, 6.40pm 
Blade 9.20pm Lock. Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 9. 1 0pm The Mask 
Of Zorro 12.30pm. 3.30pm, 
6.30pm, 9.30pm Mulan 11am, 

I. 30pm The Negotiator 8.40pm 
Out OF Sight 6.50pm, 9.50pm The 
Parent Dap 12.1 5pm, 3.1Spm. 
6.15pm The Prince Of Egypt 
10.45am. 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 6pm, 
8.30pm. 10.40pm Ronin 7pm. 
9.40pm Rush Hour 11.45am. 
2.15pm. 4pm. 4.45pm. 6.20pm. 
7.15pm, 9pm. 9.40pm Small Sol- 
diers 1 1 .30am. 2pm. 4.30pm 

UXBRIDGE ODEON 
UXBRIDGE ODEON (08705 
0S0007) O Uxbridge Babe: Pig In 
The City 11.45am Dr Dolittie 

I I . 30am The Mask Of Zorro 
1.55pm. 5.05pm. 8.05pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 1.20pm. 4pm. 
6.35pm. 8.50pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) «■ Waltham- 
stow Central Antz 6.50pm Babe: 
Prg fri The Gty 2.20pm. 4.40pm The 
Ffcrent Trap 2pm. 5pm. 8pm The 
Prince Of Egypt i ,40pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm. 8.35pm 

WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
252825) BR: VUhJion on Thames The 
Mask Of Zorro 5.25pm. 8.15pm 
The Parent Trap 2.40pm The Prince 
Of Egypt 2 pm. 4.30pm. 6.45pm. 
6.55pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) 
BR: Elcham The Parent Trap 2pm, 
5.10pm. 8.15pm The Prince Of 
Egypt 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.35pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/O 
Wimbledon/O South Wimbledon l 
Antz 12. 15pm Babe: Pig In The Gty 
11.50am. 1.50pm. 3-50pm The 
Mask Of Zorro 1 1 .45am. 2.30pm. 
5.20pm. 8.15pm Out Of Sight 
5.55pm. 8.30pm The Parent Dap 
1 2.25pm. 3pm. 5.45pm The Prince 
Of Egypt 11.30am. 1.50pm, 
4.10pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm Ronin 
8.30pm Rush Hour 2pm. 4.10pm, * 

6.30pm. B.50pm j 

WOOD GREEN i 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) I 
O Turnpike Lane Fire 2.30pm Jhoole 
Bole Kauwa Kaate 5pm Kuch Kuch 1 
Hota Hai 8.30pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) -G South 
Woodford Antz 6.20pm Babe: Pig 
In The Oty 1 ,30pm, 3.50pm Lock, 
Stock 6 Two Smoking Barrels 
8.25pm The Parent Trap 2.10pm. 
5.20pm. 8.05pm The Prince Of 
Egypt 1.25pm. 4pm. 6.20pm. , 

8.35pm { 

WOOLWICH 1 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) 8R: 5 

Woolwich Arsenal Babe: Pig In ; 
The City 1.50pm. 3.45pm The * 
Prince Of Egypt 1.30pm. 4pm. | 
6.20pm. 8.35pm Rush Hour ( 
6.30pm. 8.45pm < 


Cinema 

Repertory 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 
050007) BR; Romford Antz 
12.40pm, 2.40pm. 4.40pm, 6.50pm 
Babe: Pig In The Ocy 11.30am. 
1.50pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 8.50pm 
Blade 8.40pm Dr Dolittie 1 0.20am 
Ever After 1 0.20am Godzilla 
10.20am Good Burger 10.20am 
The Mask Of Zorro 1 1am. 2pm. 
5.05pm. 8pm Mulan 1.15pm. 
3.30pm Out Of Sight 5.45pm. 
8.20pm The Parent Trap 1 2.05pm, 
2.50pm, 5.35pm. 8.15pm The 
Frince Of Egypt 1 1.45am. 2.1 Opm. 
4.35pm. 6.50pm. 9pm Rush Hour 
1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm, 8.30pm. 
9pm Small Soldiers 1 2.30pm. 3pm. 
5.30pm 

S1DCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: SJdaip 
Antz 6. 1 0pm Babe: Pig In The City 
1 .30pm. 4pm Elizabeth 8.1 5pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907071 7) BR: Crick- 
lewood Antz 12.15pm, 2.15pm. 
4.30pm. 6.45pm Babe: Pig In The 
City 1.30pm, 3.50pm. 6.20pm 
Blade 8.45pm The Mask Of 
Zorro \ 2 noon. 3pm. 6pm, 9pm Out 
Of Sight 9pm The Parent Trap 
12.45pm. 3.30pm, 6.20pm The 
PHnee Of Egypt 1 2.30pm. 2.30pm, 
4.30pm. 6.30pm. 8.30pm Rush 
Hour 12noon. 2.15pm, 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 9.20pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Antz 4.20pm. 
8.35pm Babe: Pig In The Gty 
2.10pm. 6.20pm Out Of Sight 
5.30pm. S.20pm The Prince Of 
Egypt 1 .45pm, 4.05pm, 6.25pm. 
8.45pm Small Soldiers 2.25pm 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Streatham Hlll/o Brixton Babe: 
Pig In The City 1.30pm. 3.50pm. 
6.10pm Blade 8.20pm 
The Mask Of Zorro 12.10pm. 


LONDON 

NFT South Bank SE1 (0171-928 
3232) The Avengers (12) 2.30pm. 
8.45pm The Adventures of Robin 
Hood (U) 6.30pm Endurance: The 
White Wilderness (NC) 6.15pm 
Fargo (18) 8.30pm Colour in the 
20s -Return to the Open Road: Mu- 
seum S pedal Event (NC) 7.30pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Armaged- 
don (12) 8.45pm The Disappear- 
ance of Finbar (1 5) 3.30pm Fire 
(15) 1pm Rounders (15) 6pm 

BRISTOL 

CUBE (01 1 4-907 4191) Antz (PG) 
4pm Out of Sight (15) 7pm. 9.30pm 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
Dancing at Lugtmasa (PG) 3pm. 
8.30pm Elizabeth (15] 6pm 
Henry Fool (18) 8.40pm If Only 
(15) 8.40pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS GNEMA (01223-504444) 
Elizabeth (15) 4.30pm. 9.1 5pm It'S i 
a Wonderful Life (U) 2pm, 6.50pm 1 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Insomnia (18) 7.30pm 
Snake Eyes (15) 2.30pm. 8.30pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Babe: Pig in the City (U) 

1 30pm Slzabeti) (15) 8.45pm Ewer 
After (PG) 6pm Mulan (U) 3.45pm 

IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01473-215544) 
Mulan (U) 2.30pm Rien Ne Va Plus 
(15) 6pm. 8.15pm The Du man 
Show (PG) 6.15pm. 8.30pm 

NORWICH 

GNEMA GTY (01603-622047) Dr 
Dolittie (PG) 2.30pm It’s a Won- 
derful Life (U) 5.30pm There's 
Somedjfag About Mary (15) 8.15pm 


; Theatre 

b West End 

i, 

^ Ticket availability details are for to- 
'■ day: times and prices for the week: 
running times Indude intervals. # 
— Seats at ail prices » — Seats at 
. some prices O — Returns only 
■ Matinees — [TJ: Sun. [3): Toe. [4(: 

~ Wed. [5J: Thur, [6]: Ffi. [7J: Sat 

5 > ALARMS & EXCURSIONS 

Mkhad Frayn’s new comedy about 
3 a firmer party which is interrupted 
f mysterious messages stars 

- FteKoty Kendal and Jose Lawrence. 
r Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
l (01 71 -494 5065) Pkc Grt Mon- 

Sac 7.45pm. 151(71 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50. 130 mins. 

- • AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s 

f acclaimed drama Old Vic The Cut. 
i SE1 (01 71-928 761 6/ee 420 0000) 

I BR/e Waterloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 

! (4j 2.30pm. [7) 3pm, E7.50-E30. 

; 180 mins. 

f » ANNIE Rags to riches story of tire 
optimistic orphan. Victoria Palace 
Victoria Street. SW1 (0171-834 
1317) BR/O Victoria. Today 2.30pm 
J & 7.30pm. £7.50- £32 .50. 165 mins. 

» ART Larry Lamb. Jack Dee, Urn 
Heafy in Tbsmina Beza's comedy 
about ait and friendship. Wynd- 
ham's Charing Cross Road, WC2 
; (0171-369 1736/cc 0171-867 

1 1 1 1) «• Leic Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm. (4) 
3pm, |7] [I J 5pm. E9.5O-E27.S0. 
90 mins. 

• BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on 
Disney's cartoon version of the 
favourite feiiy tale. Dominion Tot- 
tenham Court Road. W1 (0171-656 
1 888) ^ Tote Ct Rd. Today 2.30pm 
& 7.30pm. £1 8.50-E35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -369 1 733) 
© Leic SqfTott Ct Rd- Today 3pm & 
7.45pm. £1 1 .50-E32.50. 1 65 mins. 

• BOOGIE NIGHTS Shane Richie 
stars in a brand new 1970s musical. 
Savoy Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
8888/cc 01 71-836 0479) e Char- 
ing X/Embankment. Mon-Thu 8pm, 
Fri-Sat 8.30pm. (6] 5.30pm, [7( 
5pm. ends 9 Jan. E11-E28.50. 

1 50 mins. 

• BUDDY M usical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy HoDy 
Strand Aldwych, WC2 (0171-930 
8800) -O Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thu 8pm. Fri 5.30pm & 8.30pm. 
5at 5pm fir 8.30pm. mats [1 \ 4pm, 

£1 0-E27, half price Friday matinees. 

1 60 mins. 

» CATS Uoyd Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (0171 -405 
0072/cc 01 71 -404 4079) «• Covent 
Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
[3JJ7J 3pm. £1 2.Z0-E35. 165 mins. 

O CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical about two murderous 
women and their nigbtdub act Adel- 
phi Maiden Lane. WC2 (0171-344 
0055) «■ Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 

[4] [7| 3pm. £l6-£36 (Inc booking 
fee). 130 mins. 

• CINDERELLA Angela Carter’s ver- 
sion of this fairytale is staged by the 
acclaimed Improbable Theatre. Lyric 
Hammersmith King Street. W6 
(0181-741 231 1) Hammersmith. 
Today 2.30pm & 7pm. ends 9 Jan. 
E5-£1 8, cones £6.50. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGB)) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 37 
plays. Criterion Piccadilly Gncus. W1 
(0171-369 1747) -G Pkc One. To- 
day 3pm & 8pm. £6-E25. Thu mats 
- all seats £10. 120 mins. 

• DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Sen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street W6 
(01 7 1 -4 1 6 6022) •©■ Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm, |4][7| 2.30pm. 
E10-£32.50. 150 mins. 

• H\ME THE MUSICAL High-oc- 
tane stage version of the TV series. : 
Prince of Wales Coventry Street. W1 
(0171-839 5972) -e Leic Sc/Picc J 

| Ore. Mon-Thu 8pm. Fri 5.30pm fir t 
i 8.30pm, Sat 4pm & 8pm. ends 1 6 
Jan. £15-£30. 

O FILUMENA Judi Dench and 
Michael Pennington star in Timber- 
lake Wertenbaker's new translation ’ 
of Eduardo de Filippo’s play. Pic- ’ 
cadllfy Denman Street. W1 (01 71 - 
369 1 7 34) -& Pice Grc. Today 3pm. 
ends 27 Feb. £1 2-E30. 1 20 mins. 1 

• GREASE Energetic stage version . 

of the hit film. Cambridge Earlham , 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) «■ ! 

Covent Garden. Mon-Sar 7.30pm. ; 

[4J(7] 3pm. E10-E30. 150 mins. ) 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 

pher Cazenove and Susannah York 
in F^ter Hall's arclaimed production 
of Wilde's comedy, lyric Sha ftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (0171-494 5045) J 
•©■ Pkc Grc. Today 3pm & 7.45pm, 
£8.50-£29-50. 165 mins. , 

• AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 1 

Dabby's widely-acclaimed produc- 1 
don of JB Priestley’s thriller. Garrick i 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 71 -494 c 
5085) «■ Leic Sq. Mon -Fri 7.45pm. * 

Sat 8.15pm. (4} 2.30pm. (7) 5pm. P 
E10.50-E25. 110 mins. s 


•MS5 SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets die Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0 1 7 1 - 
494 5060} 9 Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4J[7] 3pm. E5.75-E35. 
165 mins. 

» THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whodunnit, sc Martin's 
lAfest Street. WO (01 71-836 1443] 

0 Leic Sq. Mon- Sat 8pm, (3| 
2.45pm, J7] 5pm, £10-£24.50. 
1 35 mins. 

• MR PUNT1LA AND HS MAN 
IHATT1 Sean Foky and Hanrish 
McCoU star in a new version of 
Brecht's comedy satire. Albery St 
Martin’s Lane. WC2 (0171-369 
1730)^ Lek Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(5JJ7] 3pm. ends 9 Jan. £5-£22.50. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Uoyd Webber's 
Gothic musical Her Majesty's Hay- 
market. SW1 (0171-494 5400/cc 
0171-344 4444) O^Picc Grc. Mem- 
Sat 7.45pm, ]4][7] 3pm. £10-£35. 
1 50 mins. 

• Rarr Musical inspired fcy La Bo- 
heme and set in modern day New 
\fork. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue, WC2 (07000-211221)-OHol- 
bom/Tbct Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4)^] 3pm. E12.50-E32.50. 160 
mins- 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

1 OLIVIER: Peter Ran Stephen Oliv- 

er's music accompanies the of 
the Boy Who Would Not Grow Up, 
with Bryant as the Story- 

teilec In rep today 2pm & 7.1 5pm. 

• LYTTELTON: Geo. Camping. Em- 
manuefie And Dick Ibny Johnsotfs 
new play looks at the Carry On ac- 
tors and recreates Sid James, Ken- 
neth Williams and Babs Windsor on 
stage, in rep tonight 7.30pm. ends 
16 Jan. 120 mins. 

0 COTTESLOE: Haroun And The 
Sea Of Stories Tim Supple’s stage 
adaptation of Salman Rushdie’s ac- 
claimed noveL In rep today 2.30pm 
& 7.30pm. ends 6 Jan. Olivier & Lyt- 
telton: E8-E27. Cottesloe: £12- 
£18. Day seats from 10am. South 
Bank, SE1 (0171-452 3000). fity* 
Waterloo. 

ROVAL SHAKESPEARE COMWINY 
a THE BARBICAN: The Merchant 
Of Venice BSC production of Shake- 
speare's drama about love and mon- 
ey In rep tonight 7. 1 5pm. 1 80 mins. 

1 THE PTC Shadows: ISders Tb The 
Sea & The Shadow of The Glen & 


First Call, last Call 


First Call 

AS PAST OF the London International Mime Festival, 
the acclaimed Catalan soap bubble wizard Hep Bou 
premieres his latest creation, Ambrossia. Pep Bom’s 
fantastic bubbles of light were a sell-out success at last 
year's festival and it has been said of him, “he treats his 
bubbles like pets and they seem to respond to him”. 
Queen Elizabeth HdH, South Bank, London SE1 
(0373-960 4242) 20-24 Jan 


Last Call 

DURING EOS 30-year career Neil Diamond (.right) 
has sold more than 100 million records. And as this 
British tour will no doubt show, as there are still 
plenty of fans out there wanting to wave knickers at 
their idol Diamond has a reputation for being an 
electric live performer and this, together with a 
willingness to work up a sweat, -has helped m ai n tain his 
status as a mqjor box-office attraction. 

Newcastle Arena (0191-260 5000) 24 Feb; Manchester 
Evening News Arena (0161-950 5000) 27 -28 Feb; Sheffield 
Arena ( 0114-256 2002) 2 Mar; National Exhibition 
Centre, Birmingham (0121-780 4133 ) 4-5 Mar; Wembley 
Arena, London 10181-902 8833) 8-11 and 13-14 Mar 



Yeats and JM Synge. In rep tonight 
7.1 5pm, ends 27 Mar. Barbican The- 
atre: £5-£26. The Pit: £1 1 -£1 8.50. 
Barbican Centre. EC2 (0171-638 
8891). BR/® Barbicart/Moorgate. 

□ SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London ffenaefium Ar- 
gyll Street. W1 (0171-494 5020) 
Oxford Grc. Mon-5at 7.30pm. [4] [7] 
2.30pm, £10-£32.50. 135 mins. 

O THE SNOWMAN Award- 
winning production of Raymond 
Briggs r s contemporarv classic. 
Sadler's Weils At The Pea cock Por- 
tugal Street. WG (01 71-863 8222) 
Q Hoiborn. Today 2.30pm fii 
7 30pm. ends Jan 30. E7.50-E32.50. 

□ STARLIGHT EXPRESS 
Andrew Lloyd Webber's hi-tech 
roUer-musical. Apollo Victoria 
Wilton Road. SWl (0171-4166070) 
BR/O Victoria. Mon-5at 7.45pm. 
13H71 3pm. £12.50-£30. 150 mins. 

» THINGS INE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn’s 
comedy. Duchess Catherine 5rreet. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 0171- 
344 4444) O Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, (5)17] 3pm. ends 30 
Jan. E15-E27.50- 140 mins. 

I THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the IXike OF 
York’s) St Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) -B Lek Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, J4J(7] 
3.30pm. £5-£25. 90 mins. 

» WBT SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein’s classic 
musical, att em pti n g to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince Edward Old Compton Street. 
INI (0171-447 5400) eLeicSqfTott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (51(7J 
3pm. £1 5-£35. 160 mins. 

□ WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Uoyd Webber's new musical based 
on the film of the same name. Ald- 
wych Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 01 71-836 2428) O- Hoi- 
born. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. J5JI7J 3pm, 
E10-E32.5Q. 120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
Hill’s chilling ghost story: Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238/cc 01 71-344 4<<44) O- Covent 
Garden. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3] 3pm. f7I 
4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 1 10 mins. 


Theatre 

BEYOND THE west end 

BAC The King And I Steam Indus- 
try and BAC join forces for this 
Rodgers and Hammerstein classic 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. ends 10 Jan. £12, 
cones £8. under 16s - £6. 

Mary And The Shaman Set in De- 


Theatre 

COUNTRYWIDE 

BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack And The 
Beanstalk Paul Bradley from Eas- 
tenders stars alongside Only Fbols 
and Horses’ John Challis. Today 
2pm & 7pm. ends 24 Jan. £6-£1 6. 
cones available. Sawciose (01225- 
448844) 

BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL Mother Goose 
Rrig b Ulfaf OOBR 
Tue fii Wed 7.30pm. Thu 5pm, mat 
today 2.30pm. ends 9 Jan. £7.50- 
£12.50. cones available. Bond Street 
(01273-328488) 

GARDNER ARTS CENTRE The 
Wind bi The Willows Kenneth Gra- 
hame’s enchanting tale of riveriife is 
adapted for the stage. Mon-wed 
6.30pm. mats Mon-Thu 2.30pm. 
ends 2 Jan. E6.96-E8-95, cones avail- 
able. University of Sussex. Lewes 
Road (01273-685861) 

CAMBRIDGE 

CORN EXCHANGE Snow White 
And The Seven Dwarfs With 
Coronation Street's Beverty Callard 
and Nick Cochrane. Mon-Wed 7pm. 
Thu 5.30pm. mats Mon-Thu 2pm. 
ends 10 Jan. £5-£1 4. Wheeler Street 
(01223-357851). 

CARDIFF 

NEW THEATRE The Adventures Of 
Robinson Crusoe David Essex stars i 
in this swashbudding adventure. 
Mon-Wed 7pm, Thur 5pm. mats 
Mon-Thu 2.30pm. ends 1 7 Jan. £7- 
£1 3.50. cones available. Park Place 
(01222-878889) 

SHERMAN THEATRE The Secret 
Seven Save The World New ad- 
venture. courtesy of Enid BJytcn, and 
set in 1999. Mon-Wed 7pm. macs 
Mon-Thu 2pm. ends 9 Jan. £6-£10. 
cones available. Senghenydd Road 
(01222-230451) 

GUILDFORD 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE Jack 
And The Beanstalk Rosemarie 
fbrd, Tim Brooke-Thylarand Robert 
Powell join Are You Being Served': 
Trevor Bannister Tue-Thu 2.30pm & 
7pm. ends 3 Jan. E9.50-E1 7.50. 
cones available. Millbrook (01483- 
440000) 

NORWICH 

MADDERMARKET THEATRE The 
Wind In The VWlows Alan Bennett’s 
adaptation of the Kenneth Grahame 
riveriife novel. Mon-Wed 7.30pm. 
ends 2 Jan. £4-£6.50. St. Johns Al- 
ley (01 603-62091 7) 

THEATRE ROYAL Aladdin East An- 
glia’s biggest pantomime stars 
DesmondBarriLChristapha'Cazen- 
ove and Nicbola McAutifie. Tue fii Wed 
7.30pm, mats Tue-Thu 2.30pm. 
ends 23 Jan. £3-£12.75. cones avail- 
able. Theatre Street (01 603-630000) 

OXFORD 

APOLLO THEATRE Jesus Christ 
Superstar Tim Rice and Lloyd 
Webber’s acclaimed biblical musiraL 
Tue & Wed 7.30pm. mac Wed 3pm. 
ends 9 Jan. E7.50-E24.50, cones 
available. George Street 
(01865-244544) 

PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Cinderella 
Fhmfly panto with plenty of songs and 
audience participation for the dream- 
ing spires. Mon & Tue 7pm, Wed 6 
Thu 5.30pm. macs Mon-Thu 2pm. 
ends 17 Jan. E6-£ 16.50. Beau- 
mont Street (01865-798600) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
MAYFLOWER THEATRE GoWBocks 
And The Three Bears Frank Bruno, 
Kari Howman and Emily Symons in 
this star-studded panto. Mon-Thu . 
2pm fit 7pm. ends 14 Feb. £7.50- 
£1 7.50. cones available. Commer- 
cial Road (01703-711811) J 

NUFFIELD THEATRE Alice In - 
Wonderland Join Alice on a trip to ‘ 


EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


O INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical 
based on fairytales- Donmar Ware- 
house Earlhan, Street. WC2 (0171- 
369 1 732) O Covent Garden. Today 
2.30pm 6 7.30pm. E1S-E27.50. 

• THE INVENTION OF LOVE Tbm 

Stoppard's play about the life of po- 
et A E Houseman, author of The 
Shropshire Lad. Theatre Royal, 
HaymarKet Haymarkec. SWT (0171- 
930 8800) O- Pfcc Ore. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. [4](7] 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 

•JESUS, MY BOY Tom Conti stars 
in John Dowie’s alternative Christinas 
shop. Apollo Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171-494 5070) O Pkc Grc. Tue- 
Fri 8pm. Sac 5pm & 8pm, [1 ] 3pm fii 
5pm. E5.S0-E 18.50. 

• KAFKffS DICK Eric Sykes and 
Julia Mackenzie star in Alan Ben- 

! nett's comedy about the moribund 
write: Piccadilly Denman Street W1 
(0171-369 1734) O Pice Grc 
Tonight 8pm. ends 26 Feb. El 2-E30. 

• LOVE UPON THE THRONE 

Tasteful look at the Charles and Di- 
ana marriage. Comedy Panton 
Street. SWl (0171-369 1731) 
O Pkc Grc/Leic Sq. Today 3pm fii 
8pm. ends 31 Jan, £6- £25. 

» LES MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's 
sprawling 19th century 
masterpiece. Palace Shaftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (0171-434 0909) 
© PIcc GrC. Today 2.30pm & 
7.30pm. E7-E35. 195 mins. 


partznent store oq Christmas Eve> a won den and Join Alice on 3 tnp to 
sham an and a bag-lady fairy the Vir- the topsy turvy world of Wonderland 
gin from the Nativity on a mvsteri- and meet the white Rabbit, Mad Hat- 


BATH 

■ THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC 
- SOCIETY All Zones Off Peak: Tbm 
Wood Photographic representation 
' of bus journeys. Mon-Sun 9.30am- 
5.30pm (phone for Christmas open- 
’ ing). ends 24 Jan. £2.50, cones 
£1 .75. The Octagon Galleries, MJI- 
som Street (01225-462841) 

BRISTOL 

ARNOLFIN1 Secret Victorians: 
Contemporary Art And A Nine- 
teenth Cenury Vision British and 
American artists including Mat 
CoIIishaw and Helen Chadwick re- 
spond to the Victorian era. Mon- Sac 
10am-7pm. Sun l2noon-6pm 
(phone for Christmas opening), 
ends 31 Jan, free. Narrow Quay 
(0117-929 9191) 

CAMBRIDGE 

FITZWILUAM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety Of Three: Whlsdet; Fantin- 
Latour and Alphonse Legros 
E xhibiti on of drawing and prints 
examining th e common stylistic 
ground of the three artists. Tue-Sat 
10am-5pm. Sun 2.15pm-5pm 
(phone for Christmas opening), 
ends 14 Feb. free. Trumpmgton 
Street (01223-332900) 

CARDIFF 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WALES 
Kalighac Icons 69 KnKghat water- 
colours charting the last days of the 
British occupation of India. Tue- Sun 
lOam-Spm (phone for Christmas 
opening), ends Jan 3. £4.25. cones 
£2.50. Family £9.75 (to museum). 
Josef Koudelks Photographic im- 
ages in a major t»rh?hHinn spread 
across four galleries. Tue-Sun 1 0am- 
5pm (phone for Christmas opening), 
ends 3 Jan. £4.25. cones £2.50 (to 
museum). Cathays Park (01222- 
397951) 

LONDON 

BANKSIDE GALLERY The Winter 
Collection Paintings and prints, 
with one painting by Singer Sargent 
on special display. Tue 10am-8pm. 
Wed-Fri 10am-5pm. Sat fii Sun 
lpm-5pm (dosed dec 24- Jan 5). 
ends 31 Jan. £3.50. cones £2. 
Hopton Street. SE1 (0171-928 
7521) ■GBIackfriars. 

COURTAULD GALLERY. COUR- 
TAULD INSTITUTE Material Evi- 
dence: Drawings From The 
Courtauld Collection Including 
work by Constable. Rubens and Vbn 
Gogh. Mon-Sac 10am-6pm. Sun fii 
Bank Hols 1 2noon-6pm (last adm. 
5.1 5pm) (phone for Christmas open- 
ing). ends 24 Jan. £4. cones £2. free 
10am-2pm Mon (to gallery). Som- 
erset House. Strand, WC2 (01 7 1 -873 
2526) ■©■ Embankment. 

NATIONAL GALLERY Luca 
SignoreUl In British Collections 
Drawings and paintings by the artist 
who influenced Raphael and 
Michelangelo. Mon & Tue, Thur-Sat 
10am-6pm. Wed I0am-8pm. Sun 
12noon-6pm (dosed 24-26 Dec), 
ends 31 Jan. free. Trafalgar Square. 
WC2 (0171-747 2885) « Charing 
Cross, Leicester Square. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Ufe? 
Or Theatre?: The Work Of Char- 
lotte Salomon Powerful paintings 
made between 1940 and 1942. Mon- 
Thu. Sat fii Sun 10am-6pm. Fri 
1 0am-8.30pm. ends 1 7 Jan (dosed 
25 Dec). £5.50. UB40/OAP £4.50. 
NUS £4. child 1 2-18 £2.50. child 8- 
1 1 £1 . Burlington House. Piccadil- 
ly. W1 (0171-300 8000/cc 413 
1717) ■©■ Green Park. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL BALL- 
ROOM Duane Hanson Life-like 
models of poeple displayed in the pub- 
lic spaces. Mon-Sun 1 0am- 1 1 pmm. 
(closed 25 Dec), ends 1 7 Jan. free. 
South Bank Centre. SE1 (0171-960 
4242) O Waterloo. 


LONDON 

CHRIST CHURCH Gty Chamber 
Choir English settings by Warlock. 
HoweDs and others. Tonight 630pm. 
£4-£14. Commercial Street. El 
(0171-377 1362) O’ Liverpool 
St/AJdgate/AJdgate East. 

ST JOHN’S. SMITH SQUARE 
F*>fypbony/Laycon With a fine quar- 
tet of soloists in Handel's Messiah. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £10-£35. Smith 
Square, SWl (0171-222 1061 ) 
«■ Westminster. 

WIGMORE HALL Goldsmiths 
Choral Um'oq/Wright Accompanied 

hyth ft TiO iwlfw i'P 4iiinmTflnnM» m Ban. 

del's Messiah. Tonight 7.30pm. 
E7.50-E28.50. Wtenore Street W1 
(0171-935 2141) ^ Bond Street 


Opera 


LONDON 

SADLER'S WELLS The Bartered 
Bride Smetana’s dassic opera in a 
new Royal Opera staging directed by 
Francesca Zambdio. Tonight 7pm. 
£10-£60. Rosebery Avenue, ECT 
(01 71 -863 8000) ■©■ Angel. 


Dance 


CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THE- 
ATRE Russian National Ballet: 
Triple Bill Performances of 
Tchaikovsky’s best-loved master- 
pieces The Nutcracker, Sleeping 
Beauty and Swan Lake are danced 
by Russia’s brightest and most 
gifted performers. The Nutcracker. 
Today 2.30pm & 7 .30pm. Oaklands 
Park (01243-781312) 


EVENTS 


ABERYSTWYTH 
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR Design 
nnd craft fair giving last-minute gift 
inspiration. Aberystwyth Arts Cen- 
tre Penglais (01 970-623232) Today 
10am-8pm. Free. 

LONDON 

THE GREAT CHALLENGE 199B In- 
ternational political cartoon exhibi- 
tion, in aadofAmnesiy International, 
Index on Censorship and the Cartoon 
Ait Triist The Gallery, Oxo Tower 
Wharf ground floor Bargehouse 
Street SE1 (0171-928 61 93)49 Wa- 
terloo. Today 1 0am-6pm, ends 23 
Dec, free (donations welcomed) - 

FUTURE GENERATIONS EXHIBI- 
TION Celebrating BBC television's 
wealth of children’s programmes 
over the years. London Toy And 
Model Museum Craven Hill W2 
(0171-706 8000/402 5222) 
^F^ddlngtori/LancasterGate. Mon- 
Sun 9am-5.30pm, dosed 24-26 
Dec. usual admission (£5.50. child 
£3.50. cones £4.50. famCy £15). 

SABkON WALDEN 
FEASTING AND FASTING EXHI- 
BITION Examining food and drink 
through history. Saffron Walden 
Museum Museum Street (01799- 
510333) Mon-Sat lOam-Spm, Sun ‘ 
2.30pm-5pm. ends 14 Mar. £1, 
cones 50p. child Free. 


Music 

POP 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM English 
National Ballet: The Nutcracker 
Derek Deane’s new staging of the 
f a vouri te w ith IttaDtnvi^siamiBar 
score. Today 2.30pm 
(Clarke/Gulnea/Mdlroy). fi tonight 
7.30pm (Pavane/De Leeuw). £2.50- 
£39.50. St. Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-632 8300) « Leicester 
Square/Charing Cross. 

LYCEUM THEATRE Birmingham 
Royal Ballet: The Nutcracker 
Peter Wright's stunning production, 
today 2.30pm & 730pm (\&flo/R*fc- 
er/Fisher). £12.50-€45. Wellington 
Street. WC2 (0171-656 1802) 
■©■ Glaring CrossfEmbankment. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL The 
Royal Ballet: Cinderella Frederick 
Ashton’s production of Prokofiev's 
fairy story. Today 2pm 
(Wildor/Nunn). & tonight 7pm 
(Ybshlda/Sansom). £1 5-E48. cones 
and restricted view available. South 
Bank, SE1 (0171-960 4242) BR^O 
Waterloo. 


LONDON 

SNIPPER, BUG EYED STARFISH. 
VALADICTION Stuffy G and his 
acerbic off-kilter Surr^ pop quartet, 
recently augmented fay scone devii- 
-isfc -keyboard work. Dublin- Castle 
Ptirlcway NW1 (0171-378 6095) , 
G- Camden Town. Tonight 8.30pm jC\ 
£4. cones £3.50. % 

CARLEEN ANDERSON Soul 
chanteuse with a diverse resume. 
Jazz Cafe Fferkway NW1 (0171-916 
6060) -O Camden Town. Tonight 
8.30pm. E15-E1S. 

CRAVE Punk-metal TJ’s Woolwich 
New Road SE18 (0181-855 7960) 

BR Woolwich Arsenal, tonight 8pm, 

£3. cones £2. 

SWINDON 

STATUS QUO, FRAU The unstop- 
pable British hhies-bruisera. Oasis 
Centre Northstar Avenue (01 If} 
445401) Tonight 7pm. £19. 


gin from the Nativity on a mysteri- 
ous journey. Tue-Sat 7.45pm. Sun 
5.30pm. ends 3 Jan. £9, cones E6. 
Lavender Hill. SWl 1 (0171-223 
2223) BR: Clapham Junction, 

CHICKEN SHED THEATRE 
Cinderella In Boots Alternative 
and updated version of Cinders’s das- 
sictale. Mon-Sat 7 30pm. mat to- 
day 3.30pm. ends 1 6 Jan. £7-£ 1 1 . 
Chase Side. N 14 (01 81-292 9222) 
O Southgate/Cock fosters. 

GATE THEATRE The Wolf Road 
Tale of VQdng gods battling with ah 
and sundry. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. ends 
1 6 Jan. £1 0. cones £6. Mon - afl seats 
£6. Fembridge Road. W1 1 (0171- 
229 0706) G Nottlng Hill Gate. 

RICHMOND THEATRE Jack And 
The Beanstalk Tpyah WiDcox. Mark 
Cony and Vida Mich die join the 
stars of Rainbow. Today 2pm & 
7pm, ends 30 Jan. E8-E15, cones 
available. The Green. Richmond, 
Surrey (0181-940 0088) ■©• Rich- 
mond. 

THEATRE ROYAL STRATFORD 
EAST Cinderella Fallow Cinderella’s 
transformation from ragged servant 
to glittering princess. Mon-Thu 
2.1 5pm 6 7. 1 5pm, ends 23 Jan. £5- 
£15. Gerry Raffles Square. E15 
(0181-534 0310) ^ Stratford. 

YOUNG VIC Arabian Nights Col- 
lection of magical Eastern tales 
adapted for the stage by Dominic 
Cooke. Mon-Wed 7pm, mats Mon. 
Wed & Thu 2.30pm. ends 23 Jan. 
£7-£l8. The Cut. SE1 (0171-928 
6363) BR/Q Waterloo. 


ter and many more. Mon-Wed 
2.30pm. ends 16 J». £5S5-£12.50, 
cones available. University Road 
(01703-671771) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Uon, The Witch And The 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 
Adrian Mitchell's adaptation of the CS 
Lewis Narnia c l ass ic- In rep, today 
2.30pm. ends 27 Feb. £5-£30. 
Waterside (01789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE A Month In The 
Country Brian Friers adaptation of 
Turgenev's portrait of aU-consuming 
sexual desire. In rep tonight. 
7.30pm. ends 20 Feb. E5-E30. Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 

SWANSEA 

GRAND THEATRE Cinderella 
Melinda Messenger and Steven 
Houghton star as Cinderella and 
Prince Charming. Mon-Wed 2.15pm 
6 7,15pm, ends 31 Jan. £6.50- 
£12.75, cones available. Singleton 
Street (01792-47S715) 

WORTHING 

PAVILION THEATRE Peter Pan 
Gladiator Rebel stars. Mon-Wed 
7pm. Thu Spm. mats Mon-Thu 2pm. 
ends 3 Jan. £4.95-£9.90. Marine 
Parade (01903-820500) 

CONNAUGHT THEATRE Aladdin 
Ex-Big Breakfast star Mark Little 
goes up the Beanstalk with Linda 
Nolan. Mon-Wed 7pm. Thu 5.30pm, 
Mon-Thu 2pm. ends 10 Jan 18- 
El 1 .50, cones available. Union Place 
(01903-235333) 


TATE GALLERY John Singer Sar- 
gent Comprehensive exhibition de- 
voted to the paintings of the 19th 
century artist Mon-Sun 10am- 
5.40pm (closed 24-26 Dec), ends 
1 7 Jan. £6, cones £4. 

In Celebration: The Art Of The 
Country House Pointings and sculp- 
ture, including work by Canaletto, 
Stubbs and Holbein. Mon-Sun 10am- 
5.50pm (closed 24-26 Dec), ends 
Feb 28. free. MHfbank, SWl (0171- 
887 8000) O Pimlico. 

VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM 
Aubrey Beardsley The illustrator’s 
life and work explored in 200 draw- 
ings and prints. Mon 12noon- 
5.45pm. Tue-Sun l0am-5.45pm 
(dosed 24-26 Dec), ends 10 Jan. £5. 
cones £3. under 18/ES40s/di$- 
abled/mems/4.30pm-5.45pm. free 
(co museum). 

Grinling Gibbons And The Art OF 
Carving Celebrating the work of the 
17th century woodcarver. Mon 
1 2noon-5.45pm. Tue-Sun 10am- 
5.45pm (closed 24-26 Dec). . ends 
24 Jan. £5. cones £3. under 
1 8/ES4 Os/dhaWed/mems/4 . 3 Opm - 
5.45pm, free (to museum). 
Cromwell Road. SW7 (0171-93B 
8441) ^ South Kensington. 


Literature 


LONDON 

BOOKBINDING 1998 On display 
are examples from the 1998 Book- 
binding Competition, plus short-list- 
ed novels ibrthe 1998 Booker Prize 

for FfctioiL British library Foyer Eu- 

ston Square NWT (0171-412 7760) 
& Euston. Mon. Wed-Fri 9.30am- 
6pm. Tue 9,30am-8pm, Sat 9.30am- 
5pm, Sun 1 1am-5pjn. free. 

NEW RIVER WRITERS Eclectic 
writers group meeting in pub setting. 

Morlarty’s Liverpool Road N1 
(0181-993 0285) ■©■ Angel. Wed 
8.30pm-11pm. £1. 


Comedy 


LONDON 

LENNY BEIGE AT THE REGENCY 
ROOMS, NEW LONDON THEATRE 
Dazzling showbiz crooner drags in 
the audience, and introduces some 
special guests. Tonight 7.30pm 
Drury Lane. WC2 (0171-406 0072) 
«■ Coven c Garden. £20. 

COMEDY STORE The Come 

faeen, Tbny Hawks. |p^ 

Oxendon Street, SWl (01426- 
NUS*£7? ^ |a,cca d ,|, y Circus! £11. 

COMEDY CAFE Helen Austin, King 

of the surreal one-liners Milton 


Clubs 


ST IVES — Vi? 

St WES TATE GALLERY Dfcffeys Jj*, j ?**■’ ^ 

1 998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics from the LONDON 
second half of the century, and a THE LOFT AT HQS Pay] 
selection of contemporary work. Anderson drops super spo 
Mon-Sal J lan-7pm. Sun 1 lam-5pm sounds alongside topgu^ 

(phone for Christmas opening). andDJs, Tonight 9.30pm 
ends 11 Apr, £3.50, cones £2. cones £4. west far 
Rarthmeor Beach (01736-796226) (0171-485 6044) OCamt 


BRISTOL fi l l.is^ £1B eiSE 9 - ,Spm 

PHILUENITES 1ST BIRTHDAY AT 9£l6adv. 

THOttA With DJ M1 o A J" SSggjE MELLY AND JOHN 
man Krust and MC Dyna- FEETWft RWERS Vfet- 

ndte. tonighr 9 P m-3a m . pho ^ r and vocalist in regu- 


Music 

Jazz, World, folk 

LONDON 

SAMARA Popular Christmas get-to- 
gether hosted by club owner Steve 
Rubie. 606 Club Lots Road SW10 
(0171 -352 5953) O Fulham Broad- 
way/Earfs Court. Tonight 9.30pm. 
Music charges £3.70 for members. 
£4.75 non-members. 

SAX APPEAL Leading contemporary 
saxist Derek Nash and colleagues. 
Bull’s Head Lonsdale Road SWl* 
(01 81-876 5241 ) BR- Barnes Bria|..J 
Tonight 8pm. £7. 

LONDON COMMUNITY GOSPEL 
£”g£ RUBY TURNER: A 

gospel CHRISTMAS Rev Basil 
Meade and his funky gospel ensem- 
ble are joined by the soul diva. Bar- 

SS» 5S55 ?^ rt?lcan EC2 

tS 1 - 7 !" 6 -? 8 0891 ) ^ Moorgare. 
tonight 7.30pm. E9.5O-E22.50. 

SSJW Of GROPE LANE The 
ci^itbites perform rude songs from 
uie DroLheis and ale houses of 17th 
Century England. Purcell Room 
R^i^ ank , SE1 (0171-960 4242) 
8R/o V\fe rerioo. tonight 7.30pm. £8- 

£10. cones £6-£8. 

THE HACKNEY RAMBLERS Cfljim 
feom ex-members of The Crayfeh-5. 
r!!L W £ aver * Arms Newington 
(0171-226 691V , 
4 ,s,ln « K >"- Tonrg*,;' 

KERR Soul-inflected Aus- 
JraUan jazz and cabaret vocalist 
"“zoVterdour Street W1 (0171- 

L S icester SquarftHbt- 
tenham i Court Road. Tonight 8pm, 

£5 surcharge for diners afto 10pm. 

QUARTET Mafo- 
sfrram and swmg classics from ac- 
tenor sax smoothie. -pizza 
DeAn Streec W1 

Courr&lw t 722) ° T «renham 
UXjrc fa*®**- Tonight 9pm, £12.50. 

BOBURR AIID HIS WHOOPEE 
5*"° - CHR'STMAS show 

Ss 2'fi , «J55SlS- 

HrtftertJ'r l0,71 ' J35 

AND J0HN 

"wwwms \fet- 


HQS Paul TVouble' 

i ^ SSSSS^JSSSS 

andDJs .AeSSSSSS^S 
cones £4. west Yard mum 


sasr'fiRTns’ssj 

p^ 0 fs? T " 8ht9 - si ^ 

Nwirgtcn. To „? g to 8pm £1 S 3° k ' 
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RADIO 1 

(97.6-9&5MHz FM ) 
j|6X0 Chris Moytes. 9.00 Simon 
Maya 12.00 Kevin Greening. 

2.00 Mark Radcirffe. 4.00 Dave 
Pearce. 8.00 Steve Lamacq - the 
Evening Session 9a 10.00 John 
PeeL 12X0 Giiles Peterson. 2410 
Emma E 4.00 - 6.30 Scott Mills. 
RADIO 2 

(88-902 MHz FM ) 

6-00 Alex Lester. 7.30 Wake Up 
to Wogan. 9.30 (ten Bruce. 

12.00 Jimmy Young. 2.00 Ed 
Stewart 5J)5 Johnnie Wialker: In- 
cluding news, views, music, the 
Mystery Vblce Competition, sport 
and regular travel updates. 7.00 
Nick Barractough. See Pick of the 
Day. 8.00 Mike Harding. 9X0 
The Andy Peebles Soul Show: 
Andy Peebles presents the fifth of 
13 programmes exploring the 
world of soul music from the fifties 
to the present day. 10X0 Richard 
Allinson. TL45 Following My Star. 

12.00 Katrina Leskanich. 3.0 - 
4X Mo Dutta. 

RADIO 3 
(902-92AMHZ FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

9X0 Masterworks. 

10.30 Artist of the Week. 

11X0 Sound Stories. 

12X0 Composer of the Week: 
Bizet 

-LOO The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
x cert (R) 

* 2X0 The BBC Orchestras. 

' 4X0 Choral Evensong. 

5.00 A Medieval Christmas. 

5.30 Music Rooms. 

6X0 Discovering Music with 
Leonard Slatkin. 

7X0 Christmas Cocktails. See 
Pick of the Day. 

7.30 Performance on 3. Another 
chance to hear ten of the most 
memorable concerts of the 1998 
BBC Proms season at the Royal 
Albert Hall, London. 3: Prom 68, 
given on 8 September, features 
Szymanowski's radiantly beautiful 
Violin Concerto No t Raphael 
Oleg (violin), Czech PO/Libor Pe- 
sek. Dvorak: Overture *My Home*. 
Szymanowski: Violin Concerto No 
1. Brahms: Symphony No 1 in C 
minor. (R) 

~%.10 Postscript Comedian and 
broadcaster Rainer Hersch pre- 
sents five personal and idfosyn- 


VC 


SKY PREMIER 

6-00 Casper a Spirited Beginning (1997) 
(B7743) 8X0 A Kid in King Arthurs 
Court (1995) (33149). 10X0 Carport 
(1936) (93946). 12X0 Casper a Spirited 
Beginning (1997) (16472). 2X0 The Angel 
• ^Pennsylvania Avenue (1996) @8897): 
*200 Carpool (1996) (6897). 6X0 A Kid 
si King Arthur* Cost (095) (17762). 

7X0 The Barry Norman Interview (6120). 
8X0 The Nephew (096) (40878). 10X0 
Donnie Brasco (097) (57694014): See 
Pick of the Day. 1240 The Last of the 
Hfcyi Kings (1996) (640616)- 1X5 Glory 
(069) (930W521) 4X0 - 6X0 Major 
Payne (095) (45434). 

SKY MOVEMAX 

6X0 Back to the Ptanat of the Apes 
(19W) (99697). 7X0 Disney* Return to 
Snowy River (088) (76935763. 945 Jack 
(098) .(727052). 1145 The Buttercream 
*■ ^fi£992) (14299052). 1X0 The End of 
Tne isSdan Weather (091) £6859). 3X0 
Back to the Planet of the Apes (074) 
(26656). 5X0 Disney* Return to Snowy 
River (088) (64946). 7X0 Jack (096) 
(71B87) 9X0 Before and After (1995) 
(41507). UXO Scream (097) £01526). 
12X0 Bullet (1995) (426250). 2X5 Gold 
in the Streets (097) (250366). 4X5 - 
6X0 A Switch in Time (087) (968569). 
SKY CINEMA 

4X0 The Great Dictator (040) (7332323). 
6X0 Rebel without a Cause (055) 
(9718385) 9X0 The Pink Panther Strikes 
Again (076) (9W3830) 10X0 Bartands 
(1973) (4(78*3). 11X5 MASH (070) 
(8688694). 1X0 The Hustler (061) 
(77909927). 3X5 Hoflywood Hal Of 
Fame (6744434) 445 Magic Town (047) 
(730989) 5X5 Ctosa 


Pick of the day 


AS A RELIEF from aU the good- 
will that floats around at this 
time of year, we have Animals 
Behaving Badly (9pm R4), the 
first of four programmes on the 
appalling things that animals do 
to each other. This is not just the 
traditional big cat killing an 
antelope that is a staple of 
wildlife TV but really unpleasant 
things like mob killings by gangs 
of rooks and cannibalism. 


Christmas Cocktails (7pm 
R3) tonight offers a selection 
of wartime danceband songs 
including Judy Garland night) 
singing “Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas”. 

Also worth a listen is Nick 
Barraclough's New Country 
Christmas (7pm R2), which 
promises, among other treats, 
“Leroy the Redneck Reindeer”. 

ROBERT HANKS 



6X0 Century of drama: Cinema of Un- 
ease (2808526) 8X0 The Navigator 
(1988) (2341588) 9X0 Four WetMtogs 
and a Funeral (1994) (3853120) 11X0 
Muriel* Weddng (©94) (2997743) 145 
MetropoGtan (1990) @323521) 2-50 CJrda 
Of Friends (1995) (7738tt2) 4X0 - 6X0 
Godzfla Raids Again (1955) (3803182) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

4X0 Rex Hunt* Fishing Adventores 
(B7B4948) 4X0 Walter* Vtorid 
(8773830) 5X0 Connections 2 by James 
Burks (2140439) 5X0 Juassica 
(679*10) 6X0 Animal Doctor (6794323) 
6X0 W*ys of the WBd: Cover Story (WBd 
Discovery) (2254238) 7X0 Beyond 2000 
(8781859) 8X0 How Did They Build That 
(2139323) 8X0 Animai X (2TI8830) 9X0 


cratic studies of the music of our 
century. 3: ‘What Made You Think 
of That?’. A comedic rummage in 
the trunk marked ‘Inspirations, 
Muses and the Frankly Unbeliev- 
able'. 

9.30 Beethoven and Mozart 
Quintets. Bruno Giuranna (viola) 
joins the Endellion Quartet for a 
recital of string quintets. 
Beethoven, compl Donat: Prelude 
and Fugue in D, Op 137 (Hess 40). 
Mozart: String Quintet in D, K593. 
Beethoven: String Quintet in C. Op 
29. 

10.45 Book, Music and Lyrics. 

Six programmes in which Robert 
Cushman presents a personal 
view of musicals, with songs from 
original cast recordings - some fa- 
miliar, some less well known. 2: 
'New Shows, Newer Voices'. 

11.30 Jazz Notes. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Bach. (R) 

'LOO - 6.00 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 
(9Z4-94£MHz FM ) 

64)0 Today. 

9.00 NEWS; Midweek. 

9.30 Carols for Choirs. 

9.45 Serial: Scraps with lannucci. 

10.00 NEWS; Woman's Hour. 

11.00 NEWS; Classic Toys. 

11.30 Pollyanna. 

12X0 NEWS; You and Yours. 
12.57 Weather. 

1X0 The World at One. 

1.30 Wildbrain. 

2.00 NEWS; The Archers. 

2J5 Afternoon Play: Henryk Leg. 
3X0 NEWS; Gardeners' Question 
Time. 


3.30 Beating the System. 

3.45 Colonel Clay - Master of 
Disguisa 

4X0 NEWS; Case Notes. 

4.30 Thinking Allowed. 

5X0 PM. 

5.57 Weather. 

6X0 Six O'clock News. 

6.30 Booked). 

7.00 NEWS; The Archers. 

7.15 Front Row. Mark Lawson with 
the arts programme, including a 
report on the box-office battles 
about to break out in American 
cinemas this Christmas. 

7.45 Under One Roof. The first of 
three five-part dramatisations from 
the Michele Hanson stories. With 
Janet Maw. Edna Dore and Luisa 
Bradshaw-White (3/5). 

8X0 NEWS; Education 2000. A 
forum which tests plans to im- 
prove the country* education sys- 
tem by the early years of the next 
century. Edward Stourton invites 
panel and guests to discuss 
whether laying down the law is the 
way to raise standards in schooL 

8.45 Keyword. Matt Frei high- 
lights a word from a foreign lan- 
guage which captures the 
essence of that country and its 
culture. 2: 'Angst'. 

9.00 NEWS; Animals Behaving 
Badly. The first in a four-part se- 
ries exploring some of the many 
antisocial activities of wildlife 
around the globe, from cannibalis- 
tic hamsters to egg-dumping swal- 
lows. See Pick of the Day. 

9.30 Midweek. Libby Purves and 
guests engage in lively conversa- 
tion. 


10X0 The World Tonight With 
Robin Lustig. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Chosen 
for Christmas. Five stars read their 
chosen seasonal tale. 3: Diana 
Rigg reads Baboushka as retold 
by Arthur Scholey. 

11.00 Children* Hour., with Arm- 
strong and Miller. Martin Bain- 
Jones and Craig Children polish 
off their so-called cultural review, 
with comedy playmates Charlie 
Condou and Melissa Lloyd 

11.30 4 at the Store. 

12X0 News. 

12X0 The Late Book: Out of Her 
Senses. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 
1X0 As World Service. 

5.30 World News. 

5.35 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast. 

5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 ■ 6.00 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

9.45 - 10X0 Daily Service. 

12X0 - 12X4 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast. 5.54 - 5.57 
Shipping Forecast 

RADIO 5 LIVE 
(693, 909kHz MW ) 

6X0 Breakfast 
9X0 Brian Hayes. 

12X0 The Midday News. 

1X0 Ruscoe and Ca 
4X0 Drive. 

7X0 News Extra. 

7.30 The Life and Death of 
Belfast Celtic. George Best pre- 
sents the second of two pro- 
grammes looking at the life and 


Satellite and Cable 


PICK OF THE Day 


EVER SINCE his startling 
performances in The Godjuther 
trilogy, A1 Pacino (right) has 
been inextricably linked with a 
range of gangster roles from 
Scorfoce to Coriito’s Way. He 
returns to this fruitful territory 
in Donnie Brasco <10pm Sky 
Premier), a powerful tale of a 
lading mobster who takes a 
young man (Johnny Depp) 
under his wing unaware that he 
is in feet an undercover FBI 
agent Based on a true story. 


this tough thriller is a far cry 
from director Mike Newell's 
Fbur Weddings and a Funeral. 

Following in the wake of the 
none- too-glorious “Uncovered” 
documentary series which 
has visited Greece, the 
Caribbean and Ibiza, we now 
have Christmas Uncovered 
(10pm Sky One) featuring 
footage of festive excess. Why do 
people always photocopy their 
privates at Christmas parties? 

James Ramfton 



The Unexplained - Hstory* Mysteries 
(3383255) 9-30 The Unexplained - tfsto- 
ry* Mysteries (7239410) 10X0 The Easy 
Riders (5407965) tlXO Real Lives: Not 
Too Young to Die (2913471) 12X0 Super 
Structures (T165279) -LOO Connections 2 
by James Burke (989756®. L30 Ancient 
Warriors (9936163) 2X0 Ctosa 
SKY OHE 

8X0 Games Vforid (4274491) BJ5 
Games Wbrid (4264014) MO Street 
Sharks (87897)900 The Simpsons 
(78149) 9X0 Earthworm Jtoi (80472) 
10X0 Hercules (41656) TLOO The New 
Adventures of Superman (54120) 12X0 
Oprah Winfrey Show (8460T01) t2-55 
Special K (53581236) LOO Days of Our 
Lives (9541410) tS5 Special K 
(77893323) 2X0 Saly Jessy Raphael 
(6377217) 2-05 Special K (2376472) 

3j00 Jenny Jones (7244694) 3X5 Spe- 
cial K (B80712q) 4X0 Best of Gutty! 
(94101) 5X0 Star Trek: Deep Space Ntoe 
(3323) 6X0 Married with ChBdren (2946) 
6X0 Friends (6526) 7X0 The Simpsons 
(4052) 7X0 The Simpsons (5410) 8X0 
S targ atB SG-1 (46052) 9X0 Stargate 
SG-1 (33588) -10X0 Christmas Uncov- 
ered (36675) See Pick of me Day. UXO 
Friends (95830) 11X0 Star Trek: Deep 
Space hflne (55168) 12X0 Highlander 
(17163) 1X0 - 8X0 Long Ptay (0743067) 
SKY SPORTS 1 

7.00 Sky Sports Centre (8050439) 745 
Wbrid Wresting Federation Live Wire 


(814507) 845 Sky Sports Centre 
(8294830) BXO Unbelievable Sports 
(12694) 9X0 Aerobics - Oz Style (42S66) 
9X0 The Footbalers’ Footbafl Show 
(36471) 10X0 Inside Scottish Footbal 
(84675) UXO Fastrax (51410) 12X0 Aer- 
obics - Oz Style (16410) 12X0 Spartsh 
Football (72656) 2X0 Fastrax (1859) 
3X0 toside Scottish Footbafl (62526) 
4X0 The Footballers' Footbafl Show 
(41033) 5X0 World Wresting Federation 
Shot Gun Challenge (4205) 6X0 Sky 
Sports Centre (2580) 6X0 Unbefievable 
Sports (6168) 7X0 f4gel Mansefl - 
Mansefl on Ice (77946) 8X0 Superstars - 
25th Anniversary (80410) 10X0 Sky 
Sports Centre (942033) 1045 Ngel 
Manse! - Mansell on tee (232149) 1145 
Unbeievabte Sports (652694) 1-L45 Sky 
Sports Centre (8582177 12X0 Supers- 
tars - 25th Anniversary (75540) 2X0 
Table Footbafl (71057) 2X0 hfigel Mansell 
- Mansell on tee (26705) 3X0 Sky Sports 
Centre (29229521) 3-45 Ctosa 
SKY SPORTS 2 

7X0 Aerobics - Oz Style (3205946). 7X0 
Sky Sports Centre (5524236) 7X5 Moto- 
ptos (8778694) 845 Fastrax (8996149). 
8X5 Sky Sports Centra (6219526) 9X0 
Fish TV The Ultimate Fishing Show 
(2162472) 9X0 Fish TV Fishing Tales 
(3234304) 10X0 V-Max (4482762) 

10X0 Showjumping - Spruce Meadows 
Championship Season Review (1301743) 
-ttxo tee Hockey (7991762) 2X0 Golf 
Extra (8487014) 5X0 Showjirnping 


(5959156) 6X0 itetersports (3253439) 
7X0 Golf Extra (T7Q2217) 10X0 Skating 
(8597894) 12X0 Dancing (7227569) 
1.00 Watersports (8354618) 2X0-245 
Sports Centre (11581502) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

12X0 World Wrestling Federation Shot 
Gun (48845439) 1X0 Fish TV The Ulti- 
mate Ftehtog Show (94000472) 1X0 Fish 
TV Fishing Tales (48825675) 2X0 Super- 
bouts Ai v Spinks (85333507) 3.00 
Olympic Series Olympic Destinies 
(67570410) 3X0 Dancing IDSF Open 
Standard (40004439) *-30 V-Max 
(93686859) 5X0 Figure Skating 
(71005526) 7X0 Fish TV Fisting Texas 
(67563491) 7X0 Fsh TV Americana Out- 
doors (93687588) 8X0 Table Footbafl 
(67588439) 8X0 Unbeievabte Sports 
(67567946) 9X0 Dancing (85194897) 
10X0 Olympics (74085762) 10X0 Sky 
Sports Classics Snooker - 1996 British 
Open Final (148212T7) UXO Close 

EURO SPORT 

7X0 Xirem Sports: Ybz Action (32S26) 
BXO Xtrem Sports (25526) 9X0 
Olympic Games (77965) UXO Footbafl 
European Championship Legends 
(89830) 12X0 Truck Racing (30588) 

100 Strength (49236) 2X0 Footbal 
(90897) 4X0 Sumo (36101) 5X0 Kart- 
ing (5323) 6X0 Stock Car Racing 
(29472) 7X0 Darts 01439) 9X0 Booting 
(91526) 10X0 Strength (61385) UXO 
Footbafl (72859) 1X0 Ctosa 


death of the team that fifty years 
ago were the finest football team 
in Ireland. 

8.00 Any Sporting Questions. 
John Inverdale is the host in 
Portsmouth as a local audience 
fire questions to the celebrity 
sporting panel 

10.00 Late Night Live. With Steve 
LeFevre. fncl 1100 News Briefing. 
11.15 The Financial World Tonight 
1130 Topical discussion. 

1.00 Up All Night 

4.00 Extra Tima (R) 

5.00 - 6.00 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 

(100X- 1019MHz FM ) 

6.00 Nick Bailey. 8.00 Henry 
Kelly. 12.00 Requests. 2.00 Con- 
certo: Saint-Saens: Carnival of foe 
Animals. Johnny Morris (narrator), 
Slovak RSO/Ondrej Lenard. 3X0 
Jamie Crick. 6.30 Newsnight 

7.00 Smooth Classics at Seven. 

9.00 Evening Concert: Pascha: 
Christmas Mass in F. Prague 
Madrigal Singers/Mirsolav Venho- 
da Jim Parker: Concerto for clar- 
inet and strings. Ian Herbert, 

Apollo CO/David Chemaik. Holst: 
The Hymn of Jesus. Choristers of 
St Paul's Cathedral, London Sym- 
phony Chorus. LPO/Charles 
Groves. Britten: A Ceremony of 
Carols. Julia Migenes (soprano). 
Osian Ellis (harp) Choir of King's 
College, Cambridge/David Wifi- 
cocks. 11J>0 Alan Mann. 2.00 
Concerto. 3.00 - 6.00 Mark Grif- 
fiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215; TS7-1260KHZ MW 1058MHz FM ) 

6.00 Jeremy Clark. 9X0 Russ 
Williams. 1.00 Nick Abbot 4.00 
Harriet Scott 7.30 Janey Lee 
Grace. 10.00 James Merritt 1.00 
• 6.00 Richard Allen. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

1.00 Newsdesk. 1.30 Omnibus. 

2.00 Newsday. 2X0 Meridian 
(Books). 3X0 World News. 3.05 
World Business Report 3.15 
Sports Roundup. 3.30 Foul Play. 

4.00 ■ 7.00 The World Today. 
TALK RADIO 

6X0 Bin Overton and Sally Meen. 

9.00 Scott Chisholm. 12X0 Lor- 
raine Kelly. 2.00 Anna Raeburn. 
4X0 Peter Deeley. 5X0 The 
Sports Zona 8X0 Mike Allen. 

1X0 • 6X0 Gordon Astfey. 


UK GOLD 

7X0 Crossroads (8618269) 7X0 Neigh- 
bours (4220033) 7X5 EastEndere 
(4637410) 8X0 The BTU (7066781) 9X0 
Mddemarch (9032304) 10X0 Angels 
(8963894) UXO Da las (3377304) 11X5 
Neighbours (32726255) 12X5 Efist- 
Enders (2150304) 1X0 Mddemarch 
(7223859)2X0 Dallas (6480743) 2X5 
The Bfll (7613323) 3.55 EaslEnders 
(1588110) 4X0 Angels (78203526) 4X5 
Rhn: Cany On Christmas: Carry On 
Again. Doctor (1969) (20750236) 6X5 
Bread (79356633) 7X0 May to Decem- 
ber (677 1675)9X 0 One Foot in the 
Grave (5823762) 9X0 Men Behaving 
Bady (7781830) 10X0 Bottom 
(545887 8) 11X 0 Bi (6818089) 12X0 
Bread (H67637) 1X0 Some Mothers Do 
‘Ave 'Em (4597095) 1X0 Keeping Up Ap- 
pearances (70969540) 2X5 ■ 7X0 
Shopping with Screenshop (48743*3) 
LIVING 

6X0 Try living (9352323) 9X0 The 
Roseanne Show (4162149) 9X0 Jerry 
Springer (5990052) KL40 Michael Cole 
(3101410) UXO Brookskte (1038762) 

12X0 Special Babies (3199743) 12X0 
Rescue 9tl (1879304) 1X0 Ready. 

Steady, Cook (Tt28304) 1X5 Cant Cook. 
Wont Cook (7516217) 240 Jerry Springer 
(4902323) 3X0 Flfen: David and 
Bathsheba (1951) (92614878) 5.20 Tem- 
pest! (5023651) 6J0 Jerry Springer 
(6634W3) 7X0 Resale 911 (73tt830) 

7X0 Beyond Befet: Fact or Fiction 
(1997946) 8X0 Afly McBeaJ (9747656) 
9X0 Hafifex FP (9740743) UXO The 
Spicy Sex Fites (1464656) 12X0 Cfose 
TNT 

9X0 Captain Nemo and the Underwater 
City (1969) (65175782) tLOO The Maltese 
Falcon (1941) (51126762) LOO The Last 
Run (1971) @1184786) 3X0 Captain 
Nemo and the Undtfwater City (1969) 
(14725540) 5X0 Ctosa 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
7X0 CSuetess (9526) 7X0 Desmond* I 
(3694) 8X0 Roseanne £946) 8X0 Just 
Shoot Me (7781) 9X0 Cyba (45859) 9X0 
Setofeld (37491) 10X0 Raster (15781) 

10X0 Cheers (9T101) -HdOO Festival of 
Fun I (40304) 1L30 The Larry Sanders 
Show (54656) 12X0 Late Mght with David 
Lettenman (84298) 1X0 Taxi (38827) L30 
The Critic (26347) 2X0 Dr Katz (38397) 
2X0 Soap (84434) 3X0 Hoaperman 
(84873) 3X0-4X0 Mghtstand (75786) 


CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 


FOLLOWING HIS two simultaneous 
displays last week. Gary Kasparov 
on Friday went to a journalists' 
lunch hosted by Bin Cdegrave from 
publishers Cadogan, who are about 
to change their name to Everyman. 

The event at the exclusive Home 
House dub in Portman Square - due 
to open officially in January - was 
splendidly convivial; so much so that 
you feared that all would have be- 
come too anaesthetised for much in- 
teresting to emerge. Happily it was 
quite the reverse as Kasparov held 
forth on a number of topics, partic- 
ularly the world championship. 

I generally refer to Kasparov as 
the Professional Chessplayers 
Association fPCAj world champion, 
after the organisation which he set 
up with Nigel Short for their break- 
away match in 1994 - an action that 
he dearly now regrets. This in con- 
trast to Fide’s (Federation Inter- 
nationale des Echecs) champion, 
who is still - following the fiasco 
when he defeated an exhausted 
Viswanathan Anand in January - 
Anatoly Karpov. 

Kasparov, however; argues from 
a historical perspective, placing 
himself in the direct line of descent 
from the first acknowledged world 
champion, Wilhelm Steinjtz, who de- 
feated Johannes Zukertort in 1886. 
After several successful defences, 
Steinitz was eventually unseated by 
Emanuel Lasken who was followed 
by Capablanca. Ale khine , Euwe and 
Alekhine again, after their return 
match in 1937. 

Up to this stage, the title had es- 
sentially been the property of the 
world champion himself, who invited 
bids from challengers sufficiently 
well regarded and financially sup- 
ported. But following Alekhine's 


death in 1946, the Soviet Union 
joined Fide - created in 1924 but 
hitherto ineffectual with regard to 
the world championship. It was 
underside's auspices that the 1948 
world championship tournament 
in The Hague and Moscow was 
organised, from which Mikh ail 
Botvinnik emerged victorious. 

The line then continued under 
Fide’s auspices, fractured only by 
Bobby Fischer’s refusal to defend 
his title in 1975 (Kasparov's take on 
this is that Fischer was being un- 
reasonable precisely because he de- 
manded better conditions than he 
received as challenger! up to Kas- 
parov, who stilL as far as he is con- 
cerned and whatever the political 
feU-ouL remains the undefeated 
13th champion. 

I see two main problems with 
this. The first is that his relative “in- 
activity” recently will be easily ad- 
dressed in 1999, when he intends to 
play much more. But the essential 
thing is that he defends his title soon 
- however it is described. 

Following the collapse of the 
World Chess Council and the failure 
to find a (good enough) alternative 
sponsor for a match with Alexei 
Shirov, it’s now three-and-a-half 
years since his match with Viswan- 
athan Anand in New York in the 
summer of 1995. 

It seems absolutely clear that 
Kasparov won't, under any condi- 
tions, play in the Fide president 
Kirsan flyumzhinov's world champ- 
ionship knockout tournament next 
year But he may play a match with 
the winner or, independently, with 
either Anand or Kramnik. Arguably, 
none of these options is ideal But 
the one thing which is absolutely not 
credible is glorious isolation. 


BRIDGE 

Alan Hiron 


“REMINISCENT OF a 195S par con- 
test hand.” I remarked after watch- 
ing my partner go down in Four 
Spades on this deal. “1 wasn't bom 
then,” complained South. A very 
feeble excuse. I thought 

East opened One Club and 
South overcalled with One Spade. 
After a pass by West 1 bid Two 
Clubs (an unassuming cue-bid, 
showing a high card raise to at 
least TWo Spades). East doubled 
and South volunteered TWo Dia- 
monds, suggesting extra values. 
This prompted me to raise to Fbur 
Spades against which West led * J. 

Declarer ruffed the dub contin- 
uation and, judging that he needed 
both a heart trick and a ruff on the 
table, led a heart to the king. This 
lost to the ace and a third round of 
clubs finished matters, for now 
there were two trump losers. “It 
wouldn't have helped to draw two 
rounds of trumps first" observed 
declarer; “for when East gets in 
with A, he leads a third trump.” 

Now, this was only partially true, 
■fry this: 

South does play off two rounds of 
trumps, but he takes care to end in 
dummy before leading a low heart 
away from the king. So, what does 
East do? (Remember; the bidding 
has surely marked him with V A.) 


Love all; dealer East 
North 

♦ K 5 3 
?K8 
0AQP3 
+Q654 

West East 

♦J 2 4Q109 

743 2 <?A10 9 

08542 06 

*J2 +AK109 7 3 

South 
♦A 8 764 
<?Q65 
OK J 107 
+8 

If he goes in with his ace. South has 
two heart tricks to come and no 
need of any ruffs. So East plays low 
and *7 Q wins. From th is point on, 
the play is simple - declarer 
crosses twice to dummy with dia- 
monds and East is perfectly wel- 
come to ruff. If he does, it is all over, 
if he does not, declarer simply 
trumps two more clubs in hand 
and reverts to diamonds. 

The winning line could be clas- 
sified as a avoidance play combined 
with a reverse dummy element 
but perhaps that would have been 
before partner's time as wen... 


Concise Crossword 


No .3801 Wednesday 23 December 

1 I I I I I 


14 15 


113 114 


115 116 


[17 118 


[19 120 


122 123 


[ 27 ] 128 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


BBC1 N BRELAND 

As BBC1 London except: 6X0 

Newsline 630 (946) 10X5 Review of 
the Year (804526) 11X5 War and Piste 
1680320) HAS Robbie W«ams - Some 
Mothers Do 'Ave ’Em (826033) 12 -3 5 
Faces Of Islam (4725908) 12X5 FUm: 
That Riviere Touch (883521) 2X0 Joins 
BBC News 24 (1329182) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 
As BBC1 London except: 6X0 
News (694) 6X0 Reporting Scotland; 
Weather (946) 7X0 As BBC1 (4410) 
BBC1 Wales 

As BBC1 LONDON ft SE except: 

6X0 Wales Today (946) t2J5 Film: 
That Riviera Tbuch (662163) 1-45 Joins 
BBC News 24 (79TT15G2) 

ANGLIA 

As Cartton except: 12X0 Angfla 
News and weather (6674507) 1.00 Di- 
nosaurs; Domesticated dinosaur sitcom. 
When Earl sues a big company he 
teams that you cant taka from the rich 
vrittoahurtBig the poor (60912) 2X5 
AnaftPjiBws and Weather (6857830) 

- -rSYfeadte* Hot Shots: Jeremy Bea- 
ttie presents vtewere' TV parodies and 
sketches, afl made on their own cam- 
corders (384033) 6X5 Angfla News 


(505255) «0l 45 Angfia News and 
Weather (909120) 4X5 rTV Mghtscreen 
(46096250) 4.10 Cybernet (87553250) 
4X5 rTV Mghtscreen (46013927) 

CENTRAL 

A& Cartton except: 9X5 ITN News 
Headlines (4242m) 9X0 Central News 
(5133782) 12X0 Central News and 
Weather (8674507) 12X0 ITN News; 
Weather (62052) 1X0 Echo Point 
Teenage soap. Edwtna survives her first 
modeling job- Hopper tete Coral he 
does not want to resune their retetion- 
shJp. Holy and Gordon have very affer- 
ent ideas about their wedding (60912) 
2X5 Central News (6857830) 6X0 
Beade* Hot Shots (384033) 6.25 Cen- 
tral News and Weather (505255) 10.45 
Central News and Weather (909120) 
4X5 Jo bonder (7037255) 

HTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 12X0 HTV 
News (667*507) LOO Short (and Street 
(60^2) 2X5 HTV News (6857830) 
6X0 The Baldy Man: Two episdoes of 
the silent comedy about a hapless, hair- 
less gent 1 Jigsaw 1 and 'Murder'. BaJdy* 
search for a missing piece of fgsaw be- 
comes a matter of Rfe and death. Then 
he turns detective during a stay at a 


mysterious hotel (384033) 6X5 Wales 
Tonight (505255) WL45 HTV News 
(909120) 4X5 I TV Mghtscreen 
(46096250) 440 Cybernet (87553250) 
4X5 (TV Nightscreen (46013927) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 6X5 HTV 

Wrist Weather (992101). 6X0 The West 
Tonight: AD the latest news from around 
the west of England (994) 

MERIDIAN 

As Cartton except: 10X0 Film: 
The Wind In the WBJows: Enforced joHity 
to rather wearing version of Kenneth 
Grahame* much loved chfcfren* stories. 
With Terry Jones. Steve Coagaa Eric 
Idle. John Cleese (5123410). 1245 Merid- 
ian News and Weather (3368743) 1X0 
Hope and Gloria (60912) 2X5 Meridian 
News and Weather (6857830) 6X0 
Meridian Toni g ht (762) 6X0 House 
Hunters: A gameshow In which five cou- 
ples pit their wits against each other to 
guess the asking price of properties 
round the country. A property expert 
provides hints and tips that lead to a 
Cash prize far the kicky victors @94). 
10.45 Meridian News and Weather 
(909120) 4X5 (TV Mghtscreen 
(46096250) 4 JO Cybernet (87553250) 


4X5 ITV kSghtscreen (46013927) 
WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 10X0 Film: 
The Wind In the Wiflows (5123410) 12J5 
Westeountry News (3368743) 12X7 
Carols for Christmas: Bramdean School 
Choir from Exeter sings a selection of 
carols (6682526) 1X0 Emmerdaie 
(80912) 2X5 Westeountry News 
(6857830) 6X0 Wristcounfrv Live 
(47743) 10X5 Westeountry News 
(909120) 4X5 ITV Nightscreen 
(46096250) 440 Cybernet: A took at 
what's new in the world of computing, 
focusing on leisure and the latest in con- 
sole and PC games (87553250) 4X5 
rTV Nightscreen (46013927) 

YORKSHIRE 

As Cartton except: 12X0 Calendar 
News and Weather (6671507). 1X0 Em- 
merdaie: Marlon and Butch come to 
blows over Mandy. and Andy lets slip 
some dangerous Information to his fa- 
ther (60912) 2X5 Calendar News Head- 
fines 16857830) 5X0 News; Weather 
(267526) 5X5 Calendar (961782) 6X0 
Tonight: Christine Talbot presents the 
magazine programme that looks at afl 
shades of life to the region, featuring 
painter Ashley Jackson (994) 10X5 


Calendar News and Weather (909120) 
4X5 Jobftoder (87563637) 4X0 ITV 
Nightscreen (14305231) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkslafee except: 12X0 North 
East News and Weather (6674507). 2X5 
North East News Headlines (6857830) 
5X5 North East Weather (744912) 

6X0 North East Tonight (47743) 10.45 
North East News and Weather (909120) 
S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 12X0 Judge 
Joe Brown (11204269) LOO Planed Plant 
- Rate Rwrfns (46990878) 1X0 Classic 
Aircraft £6159110) 2X0 Personal Ser- 
vices (16758878) 4X0 Planed Plant 
(42703472) 5X0 Countdown (tn34946) 

6X0 Newyddfon (19728410) 640 Hano 
(80465965) 7X0 Y Brodyr Bach 
(96267120) 7X5 Afl O LetSiau (46398410) 
9AS Newydrton (23002410) 9X0 
Gogs_ Gogwana (56400385) 9X5 
Friends (10655588) KLOS Brooks ide 
Christmas Special [95594675) KL40 
Storm Force; A series tooktog al extreme 
weather condttons (34913236) tL40 

Frasier (75721014) 1240 The Comedy 
Lab (83448078) rZAO Ffighteous Babes 
C&354298) 1X5 Al Back to Mne with 
Paul WfeUer (45859637) 240 Cto5& 


ACROSS 

I Hanging lapestiy (5) 

4 Intended (5 ) 

10 Difficult (7) 

II Type of poplar (5) 

12 Haste (5) 

13 Germ-free (7) 

15 Cosmetic powder (4) 

17 Three-masted vessel (5i 
19 At right angles to ship (5) 
22 Gown (4) 

25 Distorted by strain (7) 

27 Piassane in church (5) 

29 Recently (5) 

30 Remove clothing (7) 

31 Epiphany gift (5) 

32 Pastoral poem (5) 


DOWN 

2 Detection device (5) 

3 Attendant (7) 

5 Rub out (5) 

6 Coal tar distillate (7) 

7 Hiding-place (5) 

8 Normal (5) 

9 Technique (5) 

14 Blackleg (4) 

16 Land measure (4) 

18 Tipe of bet (4,3) 

20 Having facial hair (7) 

21 Dark wood (5) 

23 Smell (5; 

24 Belief ui a god (5) 

26 SLratum (5) 

28 Become distended (S) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 5 Ghoul. 8 Lighter* (Gauleiters) 9 Trace. 10 Maintain. 1 1 Usurp. 14 Led 16 
Unwise. 17 Oblate. 18 Eau 2U Spasm. 24 Tubulate. 25 Chary, 26 On glass, 27 Atoll. DOWN- 
I Llama. 2 Again. 3 Stole. 4 Arrive, 6 Hard selL 7 Ulcerate. 1 2 Snapshot, 13 MfrKirrL 14* 
Lee. 15 Dot, 19 Abacas. 2! Fudge, r Nasal. 23 Verse. ^ M 
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